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IN the preceding voyage, the queflion refpeft- 
iug the exigence of a fouthern continent . 
was flilly determined ; but the pradicability of 
a northern* pa (Tage to the PacificOcean was flill 
an objed of fufficient importance to excite a fpi- 
rit of inveftigation. 

It had long been a favqjirite fcheme with the 
raoft celebrated navigators, to difcover a iliorter 
and more commodious courie to the oriental re* 
gions, than by the Cape of Good Hope. This 
had • been attempted, as has been feen in the 
inYiner volumes of this work, in various direo* 
tioBs ; but the completion of this favdtirite ob- 
ject was as diftant as ever. 

To fettle this point too, of. fo much inr>port- 
aoce to navigation and geography, was relcrved 
f<r>r tlie glory of the prefect reign. For the con* 
dnft of fuch an cnterpfife, it was • evideat, th- 
..Vol. VII. B gi 
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2 THIRD VOYAGE OF 

great ikill and abilities were requifite; and 
though* by the Qniverfal voice of mankind, Cap- 
tain Cook was the beil (Qualified, no one could 
prefume to folicit him on the fubjed. Th? fer- 
vices he had already rendered to his country, the 
labours he had fuftained, and the dangers hJe had 
encountered, were lb many and fb various, that 
it was deemed not reafonable to defire him to 
engage in tVelh perils. 

As an honourable teftimony, however, to hig 
merit and knowledge, it was refolved to alk his 
advice refpeding the moft proper perfon to be 
entrulted with the condudt of this voyage ; and 
to determine this point, fome of the moit diftin- 
guilhed naval charadters were invited to meet 
Captain Cook at the houfe of Lord Sandwich, 
who then prefided over the Board of Admi- 
ralty. 

While the converfation became animated on 
the fubje6i, Cook's mind was fired with the mag- 
nitude of the defign, and the conlequences likely 
to refult from it. He fuddcnly darted up, tinder 
the ipipreilion of a noble enthufiafm, and offered 
his beft fervices to dire6t the important t)bje6ts 
in view. No propofal could have been more 
grateful. Captain Cook was immediately inveft- 
ed With the command. 

This preliminary ftep fettled, theexa6t plan of 
the undertaking was next taken into ferious 
coniideration. All former navigators round the 
globe had returned by the Cape of Good Hope; 
but to Captain Cook was afligned the arduous 
talk of attempting the fame thing by reaching 
the high northern latitudes between Afia and 
America 5 and it appears, that this plan was 
Kdopted iii.coafeq[uence of his own fuggedions. 
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His inftruftions were, to proceed on the Pacific 
Ocean through that chifter of illands he had be- 
foTG vifited within the foutliern tropic, and 
thence, if pradticable, to make his way into the 
Atlantic. 

To give every ftimulus to the profecution of 
this great defign, motives of intereft were fuper- 
added to the obligations of duty. An a6t of par- 
liament, which pafled in 1745, ojSering a rcu^ard 
of twenty thoufand pounds to fuch as Ihould 
difcovcr a paflage through Hi^dfon's Bay, was 
enlarged and explained ; and it was now ena6t- 
cd> that if any Ihip belonging to his majeiiy, or 
his fubjeds, fhould find and fail through any 
paflage, by fea, between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, in any direction, or parallel, of the north- 
ern hemifphere to the northward of the 52d deg. 
of northern latitude, the fum of twenty thoufand 
pounds was to reward fuch difcovery. 

The veflels deflined for this ferv ice were the 
Refolution and the Difcovery. The command 
of the former was given to Captain Cook, and 
that of the latter to Captain Clerke, who had 
been our navigator's fecond lieutenant in his for- 
mer voyage. Nearly the fame complement of 
men and officers was affigned to eadi as before ; 
and feveral months were fpent in their equip- 
ment and preparation, that the health of the fea- 
men, and the fuccefs of the expedition might 
liave every advantage which a liberal and en- 
lightened attention could bellow. And in order 
that the inhabitants of Otaheite, and other iilands 
in the South Seas, where the Engli(h had been 
treated with fo much hofpitality, might be be- 
nefited by the voyage, his majefty was graciouily 
pleafed to order fume of the moil ufef ul Euro- 
B 2 peai 



4 T^IRD VOYAGE OP 

pean animals to be put on boards for the uf6 oi 
thofe countries. 

Befides thefp, the captain was furnilhed with 
a quantity of garden feeds, and the Board of 
Admiralty added fuch articles of commerce as 
were moft likely to promote a friendly inter- 
courfe with the natives of the other hemifpherei 
and induce them to open a traffic with the Eng-» 
liih. 

Omal, who has been mentioned in the preced- 
ing voyage, was likewife to be csarlcd back to 
his native country. It feems he left his friends 
in' London with a mixture of regret and fatisfac*- 
tion. When he refleded on the kindnefles he 
had received, he could not refrain from te*rs ; 
but the pleating idea of revifiting his original 
conne6bion8, foon made his eyes fparklc with joy. 

As the original voyage, from which our hifto- 
rical account is abftradted, is written in the* 
words of Captain Cook, till his lamented deaths 
and afterwards in thofe of Captain King, who 
publifhed the whole, we have, for many ftrong 
reafons, preferred giving the narrative in the 
fame perfon, with occafional remarks ; and we 
truft our readers will fee the propriety and ad- 
vantage of our determination in this refpeft. 
Some general defcriptions are furnilhed by Mr. 
Anderfon, the furgeon of the Refolution, a raaa 
of diilinguiihed abilities ; and to whofe talents 
Captain Cook acknowledges himfelf much in- 
debted for many interefting pgrts of his voyage. 

Contrary winds, and other circumflanoes of 
little confequence, prevented the fhips from clear- 
ing the Channel till the 14th of July 1776. On 
board both veffels were one hundred and ninety- 
woperfons^ officers included. Nothing material 

happened 
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happened till the ift of Auguft, when we arriv- 
ed off Teneriffe, one of the Canaries, where fe- 
▼eral of the gentlemen landed. It is faid, that 
Bone of the aboriginal inhabitants remain here as 
a diilin^t people 3 but that the produce of their 
intermarriages with the Spaniards may ftill be' 
traced in a ftrong and mufcular race, difperfed 
<wer the illands. 

On the 4th, we weighed anchor and proceeded 
on our voyage. At nine o'clock in the evening 
€>f the 10th, we faw the Ifland of Bona^ifta, 
bearing foutb, diftant little more than a league ; 
though, at this time, we thought ourfelves mucli 
farther off 5 but this proved a miftake. For, 
atfter hauling to the eaflward till twelve o'clock, 
to clear the funken rocks that lie about a league 
from the fouth-eaft point of the ifland, we found 
ourfelves, at that time, clofe upon them, and did 
but jufl weather the breakers. Our (ituation, 
for a few minutes, \vas very alarming. I did 
not chufe to found, as that might have heighten- 
ed the danger, without any pollibility of Teiren- 
ing it. 

We had, for fome days preceding the 6th of 
06tober, feen albatrofles, pintadoes, and other 
peterels 3 and now we faw thriee penguins, which 
occafioned us to found ; but we found no ground 
with a line of One hundred and fifty fathoms. 

On the 8th, in the evening, one of thofe birds, 
which failors call noddies, fettled on our rigging, 
and was caught. It was foraething larger than 
an Engliih bkickbird, and nearly as black, except 
the upper part of the head, which was white* 
Idoking as if it were powdered ; the whiteft fea- 
thers growing out from the bafe of the upper 
faill^ from which they gradually affumed a darken 
B 3 ' colou 
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colour, to about tbe middle of the upper part of 
the neck, whei'e the white ihade was loft in the 
black, without bein^ divided by any line. It 
was web-footed, had black legs, and a long black 
bill. It is faid/ thcfe birds never fly far from 
land.. We knew of none nearer the flation wo 
were in, than Gough*s or Richmond's Idaud^ 
from which our diilance could not be lefs thau 
one hundred leagues. But it muft be obferved, 
that the Atlantic Ocean, to the fouthward of 
this latitude, has been but little frequented 5 fo 
that there may be more iilands there than we are 
acquainted with. 

On the 18th of Odober, we arrived at (ho 
Cape of Good Hope, and found in the bav two 
French £aft India fhips -y the one outward, and 
the other homeward bound. And two or three 
days before our arrival, another homeward bound 
ihip, of the fame nation, had parted from her 
cable, and been driven on fhore at the head of 
the bay, where fhe was loft. The crew were 
laved J but the greateft part of the cargo fhared 
the fame fate with the fliip, ov was plundered 
and Itoleh by the inhabitants. This is the ac« 
count the French officers gave me; and thcr 
Dutch themfelves could not deny the fads. But. 
by way of excuiing themfelves from being guilty 
of a crime difgraceful to every civilized flato^ 
they endeavoured to lay the whole blame on the 
French captain, for not applying in time for 9 
guard. 

As foon as we had faluted, I went on ihore> 
accompanied by fope of my officers, and waited on 
the governor, the lieutenant governor, the fifcaU 
find the commander of the troops. Thefe gentlc-» 
WCa r^ceivod roe with tbe greateft civility > and 

the 
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the governor, in particular, pron5ifed me every af- 
fiftancc that t lie place aflbrded. At the fame time, 
1 obtained his leave to let up our obfervatory j 
to pitch tents for the iailmak^rs and coopers ; and 
to bring the cattle on (hore, to graze near our en- 
campment. Before I returned on board, I or- 
dered loft brei>d, frefh meat, and greens, to be 
provided, every day, tor the (hip's company. 

Nothing remarkable happened till the evening 
of the 31ft, when it began to blow exceflively 
bard' at fonth-eaft, and continued for three days ; 
during which time there was no communication 
between the (hip and the fliore. The Refolution 
was the only fhip in the bay that rode out the 
gale without dragging her artchors. We felt, 
its effects as fenfibly on Ihore. Our tents and 
obfervatory were torn to pieces 5 and our agro- 
nomical quadrant narrowly efcaped irreparable 
damage. On the 3d of November the Ilorm 
ceafed. 

The Difcovcry having been detained fome 
days at Plymouth, after the Refolution, did not 
arrive here till the 10th. Captain Gierke in- 
formed me, that he had failed from Plymouth oa 
the I'd of Auguft, and Ihould have been with us . 
here a week looner» if the late gale of wind had 
not blown him off the coall. Upon the whole, 
he was feven days longer in his palfage from 
England than we had been. He had the misfor^ 
tane to,lofe one of his marines, by falling over- 
board ; bu*: there had been no other mortality 
amongft his people, and they now arrived well 
and healthy. 

While the Ihips were getting ready, fome of our 
officers made an excurfion-into the neighbouring 
country. Mr. Anderfon, my furgeon, who ^ 
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one of the party, gave me the following relation 
of their proceedings : 

'* On the l6th, in the forenoon, I fet out in a 
waggon, with five more, to take a view of fome 
part of the country. We croiTed the large plain 
that lies to the eaftward of the town, which is 
entirely a white fand, like that, commonly found 
on beaches, and produces only heath, and other 
fmall plants of various forts. At five in the af» 
ternoon we paffed a large farm-houfe, with fomc 
corn-fields, and pretty confiderable vineyards, fi- 
tuated beyond the plain, near the foot of fome 
low hills, where the foil becomes worth cultivat- 
ing. Between fix and feven we arrived at Stel- 
lenboih, the colony next to that of the Cape for 
its importunce. 

The village does not confift of more than thirty 
houfes, and flands at the foot of the range of 
Jofty mountains, above twenty miles to the eaft- 
ward of the "Cape Town. The houfes are neat ; 
and, with the advantage of a rivulet which runs 
near, and the fljelter of fome large oaks, planted 
at its firft fettling, forms a rural profpe6t in this 
defert country. There are fome vineyards and 
orchards, which, from their thriving appearance* 
Indicate an excellent foil j though, perhaps, they 
awe much to climate, as the air has an uncom-^ 
mon ferenity. - 

I employed the next day in fearching for plantt 
and infeds, but had little fuccefs. Few plants 
are in flower here at this feafon, and infers but 
fcarce. I examined the foil in feveral places* 
and found it to confift of yellowifti clay, mixed 
with a good deal of fand. 

We left Stellenbofti next morning, and arriv- 
ed at the baufe we had pafted on Saturday ; the 

owner 
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owner, Mr. Cloeder, had fent us an invitation to 
vifit him. This gentleman entertained us with 
the greateft hofpitality. He received us with 
inufic, and a band alfo played 'while we were at 
dinner 5 which, confidering the iituation of the 
place, might be reckoned elegant. He iliewed 
us his wine-cellars, orchards, and vineyards 5 all 
"which inlpired me with a wifh, to know how 
thefe induftrious people could create fuch plenty, 
where, I believe, no other European nation would 
have attempted to fettle. 

In the afternoon we croffed the country, and » 
paifed a few plantations, one of which feemed 
very considerable, and was laid out in a taile fome- 
what different from any other we faw. In the 
evening we arrived at a farm-houfe, which is the 
"firft in the cultivated traft called the Pearl. We 
tad, at the fame time, a view of Drakenftein, 
the third colony, which lies by the foot of thfc 
lofty hills already mentioned, and contains feve- 
Tal farms or plantations, not very extenfive. 

In the afternoon of the 19th, we went to fee a 
flone of a remarkable fize, called by the inliabit* 
ants the Tower of Babylon, or the Pearl Dia- 
mond. It Hands upon the top of fome low hills; 
iind tiiougjt^the road to it is neither very fteep 
»or rugged, we were above an hour and a half 
in walkiug to it. It is of an oblong fhape, round- 
ed on the top, and lies nearly fouth and north. 
The eaft and. weft lides are fteep, and almoft per- . 
pendicular. The fouth end is likewife deep, 
and its greateft height is there ; whence it de- 
dines gently Xb the north part, by which we af- 
eended to its top, and had an extenfive view of 
ti)e country. 
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Its circumference, I think, muft be at Icaft 
half a mile j as it took us above half an hour to 
walk round it, including every allowance for the 
bad road, and flopping a little. At its higheft 
part, which is the fouth end, it feeras to equal 
the dome of §t. Paul's church. In defcending, 
we found at its foot, a very rich black mould j 
and on the (ides of the hills, fome trees of a con- 
fiderable (ize, natives of the place, which are a 
fpecies of olea. 

In the morning on the 20th, we fet out from 
the Pearl ; and going a different road from that 
by which we came, pafTed through a countrjr 
wholly uncultivated, till we got to the Tyger 
Hills, when fome. tolerable corn fields appeared. 
At noon, we flopped in a hollow for refrefhment; 
but, in walking about here, w^ere plagued with 
a vafl number of mofquitoes or fand-flies, which 
were the firft I faw in the country." 

Here I added to my original flock of live ani- 
mals, by purchafmg two young bulls, two heifers, 
two young (lone horfes, two mares, two rams, 
feveral ewes and goats, and fome rabbits and 
poultry. All of them were intended for New 
Zealand, Otaheite, and the neighbouring iflands, 
or any other places, in the courfe of our voyage, 
where there might be a profpe6l that leaving an/ 
of them would be ufeful to poflerity. 

Having given Captain .Gierke a copy of mj 
inflruftions, and an order direding him how. to 
proceed in cafe of feparation, in the morning of 
the 30th, we repaired on board.' At five in the 
afternoon we weighed, and flood out of the bay. 

We fleered a fouth-eafl courfe, with a very 
ftrong gale from the weflward, followed by n. 
mountainous fea^ which made the fhip roll and 

tupdbU 
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tumble exceedingly, and gave us a great deal of 
trouble to prefen^e the cattle we had on board., 
Notwithllanding all our care, ieveral goats, elpe- 
cially the males, died -, and fome ilieep. This 
misfortune, was, in a great meafure, owing to 
the cold, which we now began moft fcnfibly to 
feel. 

Nothing very interefting happened from the: 
5th of December, till the 26th of January, when 
they arrived at Van Diemen's L^nd j where, as 
foon as they had anchored in Adventure Bay, 
Captain Cook fays, I ordered the boats to be 
hoifled out. In one of them I went myfelf, to 
look for the mod commodious place for furniih- 
ing ourfelves with the neceflary fupplies j and 
Captain Clerke went in his boat upon the fame 
fervice. 

Next morning early, I fent Lieutenant King 
to the eaft fide of the bay, with two parties, one 
to cut wood and the other grafs, under the pro- 
teftion of the marines. For although, as yet, 
none of the natives had'appeared, there could be 
no doubt that fome were in our neighbourhood : 
I alfo fent the latinch for water; and afterwards 
vifited all the parties myfelf. In the evening, we 
drew the feine at the head of the bay, and, at one 
haul, caught a great quantity of fifh. Moft of 
them were of that fort known to feamen by the 
. oame of elephant filh. 

In the afternoon, next day, we were agreeably 
furprifed, at the place where we were cutting 
wood, with a vifit from fom6 of the natives 5 
eight men and a boy. They approached us from 
the woods, without betraying any marks of fear, 
for none oif them had any weapons except one, 

wl- 
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who held In his hand a (lick about two feet \ong, 
and pointed at one end. 

They were of common ftature, but rather ilcit- 
der. Their ikin was black, and alio their hair, 
which was as woolly as that of any native of 
Guinea ; but they were, not diftinguiftied by rer 
iiiarkably thick lips, nor flat nofes. On the con-' 
trary, their features were far, from being difa- 
greeable. Molt of them had their hair and 
beards fmeared with a red ointment; and'fome 
had their faces alfo painted with the fame com- 
poiition. 

They received every prefent we made to theni 
without the leaft appearance of fatisfadion. 
When fomc bread was given, as foon as they un- 
derflood that it wa# to be eaten, they either re- 
turned it or threw it away, without even tafting 
it. They alfo refufed fome elephant filli, both 
raw and drelfed, which we (^tfered to them. 
But upon giving them fome birds, they did not 
returu thefe, and eafily made us comprehend that, 
they were fond of fuch food. I had brought two 
pig« afhore, with a view to leave them in the 
woods. The intlant thefe came within their 
reach, they feized them as a dog would have 
done, by the ears, and were for canying them 
off immediately, with no other intention, as we 
could perceive, but to kill them. 

Being defirous of knowing the ufe of the ftick 
which one of our vi (iters carried in his hauJ, I 
made figns to them to fliew me ; and fo far fuc- 
ceeded, that one of them fet up a piece of wood 
as a mark, and threw at it, at. the diitancc of 
about twenty yards. Bat,we had little reafon to 
conimead his dexterity ;. for, aftel" repeated trials^ 
fcc. was ftill ver)' wideironi the objcdt. Omai, 
Jl to 
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t^fhew tbem how much fuperior our weapons 
were to^theirs, then fired his muiket at it 5 which 
alarmed them fo much, that notwithftanding 
all. we could do or fay, they ran inftantly into 
■ the woods. 

/Thus ended our firft interview with the na- 
tives. Immediately after their final retreat, I 
ordered the two pigs, being a boar and a fow, to 
be carried about a mile within the woods, at th& 
head of the bay. I, faw them left there, by th«i 
fide of a frefti water brook. A young bull and a 
cow, and fome fheep and goats, were alio, at 
firfl, intended to have been left by me, as an ad- 
ditional prefent to Van Diemen's Land, iiut I 
foon l^id ^^e all thought of this, from a perfud'* 
fion that the natives, incapabie of entering into 
my views of improving their country, would de- 
itroy thcra. 

The morning of the 29th we had a dead ealmi 
which continu^ all da}, and efFedually prevent- 
ed our failing. I therefore fent a party over to 
t)ie eaik point of tl^e bay to cut grafs, and another 
to cur wood. I accompanied the latter. We 
had obferved feveral of the natives, this morn- 
ing, fauntering along the fhore, which afTured 
us, that though their conflernatioa had made 
them leave us fo abruptly the day before, they 
were convinced that we intended them no mif- 
chief) ^nd were defirous of renewing the inter- 
courfc. U w^s natural that I ihould wifh to be 
prefent on the occafion. 

We had not been loQg landed, hefpre< about 
twenty of them, men and boys, joined us, with- 
out expreiiii>g the lea,$ figjEk of fear a^d didrufb. 
Tjj^re was op.^ of thi^ company confpicuoufly de- 
fornaedrj andj whq \^(a^.not n^QC^ diftinguilhable 
.YpL.Vil. C b 
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by the hump on his bank, than by the drollery of 
his gellures, and the \ feeming humour of his 
fpeeches ; which he was very fond of exhibiting, 
as we fuppofed, for our entertainment. His Ian-.- 
guage appeared to me, to be different from that 
fpoken by the inhabitants of the more northern 
parts of this country, whom I met with .in my 
firft voyage; which is not extraordinary, fince 
thofe we now faw, and thofe we then vifited, 
differ in many other refpefe. 

Someof our prcfent group wore, loofe, round 
their necks, three or four folds of fmall cord, 
made of the fur of feme animal -, and others of 
them had a narrow flip of the kangooroo Ikin tied 
round their ankles. I gave to each of them a 
firing of beads and a medal, which I thought 
they received with fome fatisfadion. They 
feemed to fet no value on irony or on iron tools.* 
They were even ignorant of the ufe of fifti-hooks, 
if we might judge from their manner of looking 
at lome of ours, which weihewed to them; though 
it is certain they derive no inconfiderable part of 
their fubfiflence from the fca. We faw, how- 
ever, no vefTel in which they could go on the 
water. Their habitations were little fheds or 
hovels built of flicks, and covered with bark. 

After flaying about an hour with the wooding 
party and the natives, I went over to the grafs- 
cutters. Having feen the boats loaded, I return- 
ed' on board to dinner; where, i^jme- time after. 
Lieutenant King arrived. 

From him I karnt, that I had but jufl left the 
fliore, when feveral women and children made 
their appcdliance.' Tftefe females Wore a kan- 
gooroo Ikln tied 6yet the ihoulders> and round 
the waift But its only ufe feemed to be; to fup- 
i port 
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port their children when carried on their backs j 
for it did not cover thofe parts which moft na- 
tions conceal ; being in all other refpeds, as nak- 
ed as the men, and as black, and their bodies 
tatooed in the fame manner. But in this they 
differed from the men, that though their hair 
was of the fame colour, fome of them had their 
heads completely fhorn j in others this operation 
had been performed only on one fide, while the reft 
of them had all the upper part of the head fhorn 
clofe, leaving a circle of hair all round, fome- 
what like the tonfure of tlie Romilh ecclcfiaiiics. 
Many of the children had fine features, and were 
thought pretty ; but of the perfons of the wo- 
men, elpecially thofe advanced in , years, a lefs 
favourable report was made. 

Mr. Anderfon, with his ufual diligence, /pent 
the few days we remained in Adventure Bay, in 
examining the country His accouiit of its na- 
tural produ6tions, with " hich he favoured me> 
will more than rompenfate f(^r my filence about 
them : and fome of his remarks on the inhabit- 
ants, will fupply what I may have omitted or 
reprefented imperfedly. 

The only animal of the quadruped kind we 
got, was a fort of opoifum, about twice the fize 
of a large rat. It is of a dulky colour above, 
tinged with a brown or rufty cafl, and whitifh 
below. About a third of the tail towards its 
tip, is white, and bare underneath, by which 
it probably hangs on the branches of trees, 
as it climbs thefe, and lives on berries. 
The kangooroo, another animal found farther 
northward in New Holland, without doubt alfo 
inhabits here, as the natives we met with had 
fome pieces of their Ikins j and we fcveral tiro**" 
C ii i 
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•faMT animal, though indJftinftly, run from t!|)b 
'thickets when we walked in the woods, which,' 
"from the fize, could be no other. 

There" are fcvcral forts of birds, but all fb 
fcarce and Ihy, that they are evidently haralfed 
by the natives, who, perhaps draw much of their 
fubfiftcnce from them. In the woods, the prin- 
cipal forts are large brown hawks or eagles j 
crows, nearly the fame as ours in England ; yel- 
lowifh parroquetsj and large pigeons. Therfe 
are alfo three or four fmall birds, one of which 
IS of the thrufli kind. On the fliore were feve- 
Tal common and fea-gulls ; a few black oyfter- 
catchers, or fca-pies ; and a prettv plover of a 
•ftonc colour, with a black hood. About the lake, 
behind the beach, a few wild ducks were feen ; 
and fome ihags ufed to perch upon the high 
IciTflefs trees, near the fliore. 

The fea affords a much grestter plenty, and at 
leaft aS great a variety as the land. Of thefe the 
elephant filh, or pejegallo, mentioned in Fre- 
xier's Voyage, are the moil numerous j and 
though inferior to many other fifb, were very 
palatable food. Next in number, and fuperior^ 
in goodnefs, to the elephant fifh, was a fort, none 
of us recolle6ked to have feen before. It partakes 
of the nature both of a round and of a flat iifh, 
having the eyes placed very near each other; thfe 
fore part of the body very much ilattened or de- 
prefled, and the reft rounded. It is of a brownifh 
•iandy colour, with rufty fpots t)n the upper part, 
and below. From the quantity of dime it was 
always covered with, it feems to live after the 
manner of flat fifh, at the bottom. 

Upon the rocks are plenty of mufcles, and fome 
x)ther finall fhell-filli. There arc allb great num- 

beri 
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bers of fea-ftars j fome fmall limpets -, and large 
quantities of fpongc ; one fort of which, that is 
thrown on fhore by the fea, but not very com- 
mon, has a raoft delicate texture. 

Infe6ts, though not numerous, are here in con- 
fiderable variety. Among them are grafshop- 
pers, butterflies, and feveral forts of fmall moths, 
finely variegated. There are two forts of dra- 
gon-flies, gad-flies, camel-flies, feveral forts of 
fpidersj and fome fcorpionsj but the laft are 
rather rare. The raoft troublefome, though not 
very numerous tribe of infects, are the mofqui- 
toes ; and a large bfeck ant, the pain of whofe 
bite is almoft intolerable, during the (hort time 
it lafts. 

The inhabitants, whom we met with here, had 
little of that fierce or wild appearance common to 
people in their fituation 5 but, on the contrary, 
feemed mild and cheerful, without referve or 
jealoufy of ftrangers. This, howevtr, may arife 
from their having little to lofe or care for. 

With refpeft toperfonal adtivity or genius, we 
can fay but litde of either. They do not feem 
to poflefs the firft in any remarkable degree; and 
as for the laft, they have, to appearance, lefs than 
even the half animated inhabitants of Terra del 
Fuego, who have not invention fufficient to mak« 
clothing for defending themfelves from the ri- 
gour of their climate, though furniflied with the 
materials. 

Their cqlour is a dull black, and not quite fo 
deep as that of the African negroes. Their hair, 
however, is perfedly woolly, and it is clotted or 
divided into fmrill parcels, like that of the Hot- 
tentots, with the ufe of fome fort of greafe, mix- 
ed with a red paint or ochre, which they fniear 
C 3 iB 
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in great abundance over their heads. Theit 
nofes, though not flat, are broad and full 5 theit 
eyes arc of a middling fize, with the white Icfs clear 
than in us; and though not remarkably quick or 
{ttercing, fuch as give a frank cheerful cad to 
tht; whole countenance. Their mouths are rather 
wide; bilt this appearance feems heightened by 
wearing their beards long, and clotted with paint, 
in the fame manner as the hair on their heads. 

A fpeciraen of Van Diemen*s Land vocabulary* 

Cluadae, A woman* 

EveVai, The e}'c. 

IVtuidje, The nofe. 

Ka'my, The teeth, mouth, or tongue. 

Ko/gee, The ear. 

No'onga, Elevated fears on the body, 

Teegera, To eat. 

TogaVago, I muft be gone, or, I will go. 

-At eight o'clock in the morning of the 30th of 
January, a light breeze fpringing up at weft, we 
weighed anchor, and put to fea from Adventuri 
Bay. 

We purfued our'courfe to the eaftward, with- 
out meeting with any -thing worthy of note, till 
the night between the 6th and 7th of February, 
when a marine* belonging to the Difcovery fell 
overboard, and was never feen afterward. . 

On the 16th of February, at four in the after- 
noon, we difcovered the land of New Zealand; 
and foon after came to an anchor in Queen Char- 
lotte Sound, Here feveral canoes, filled with 
natives, came along-fide of the fliips ; but very 
few of them would venture on board; which ap- 
pealed thfi more extraordinaxy, as I was well 

luiowa 
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Itnoxrn'by fhera all. There was one man in par^ 
ticiilar amongft them, whom I had treated with 
remarkable kindnefs, dunng the whole of my (lay 
when I was laft here. Yet now,^ neither profefi- 
fions of friehdftiip, nor prefents, could prevail 
upon him to come into the ihip. This mynefs 
was to be accounted for, only on this fuppofitioiu 
that they were appreiienfive we had revilitea 
their country, ia order to revenge the death cd 
Captain Furneaux*s people. 

On the 13th we fet T*p two tents, one front 
each Ihip, on the fame lJ)ot where we had pitched 
them formerly. The -obfervatories were at tlie 
iame time erefted; and MelTrs. King and Bayley 
%)egan their operations immediately. 

During the -courfe of this day a great number 
of families came from different parts of the coaft, 
and took up their relidencis clofe to usj fo that 
there was not a fpot in the cove where a hut 
could be put up, that was not occupied by them* 
-except the place where we had 6xed our little 
-encampment. 

It is curious to obferve with what facility they 
l>uild their little huts. I have feen above twenty 
of thom eroded on a fpot of gvound, that, not an 
hour before, was covered with ihrubs and plants. 
They generally bring fome part of the materials 
"W'ith tnem, the reft they find upon the premifes. I 
was prefent when a number of people landed, and 
t)uilt one of thefe villages. 

Beiides the natives who toolc np tlieir abode 
dofe to as, we were occafionaJly vilited by others 
of them, whofe rcfidence was not afar off; and 
hj fome Who Uvcd more remote. Their articles 
of commerce were, curiofities, filh, and women. 
The two firft always jcame to a ^ood market- 

wluc 
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which the latter did not. The feamen had taken 
a kind of diflike to thefe people; and were either 
'■unwilling, or afraid, to alTbciate with them ; 
which produced this good effe6t, that I knew no 
Indance of a man's quitting his flation to go to 
their habitations. 

Amonffft our occafional vifiters, was a chief 
rameJ Kahoora, who, as I was informed, headed^ 
the party that ciit off Captain Furneaux's people, 
and himfelf killed Mr. Rowe, the officer who 
commanded. To judge of the charadter of Ka- 
hoora, by what I had heard from many of hi$ 
countrymen, he feemed to be more feared than 
beloved amongft them. Not fatisfied with tell- 
ing me that he was a very bad man, fome of them 
even iinportuned me to kill him : and, I believe, 
they were not a little furprifed that I did not 
liflen to them 5 for according to their ideas of 
equity, this ought to have been done. But if I 
had followed the advice of all our pretended 
friends, I might have extirpated the whole racej 
for the people of each hamlet or village, by turns, 
applied to me to deflroy the other. 

On the l6th, at day-break, I fet out with a 
party of men,, in five boats, to collect food for our 
cattle. Captain Clerke, and feveral of the offi- 
cers, Omai, and two of the natives accompanied 
me. We proceeded about three leagues up th? 
found, and then lar ded on theeaft fide, at a place 
where I had formerly been. Here we cut as much 
grafs as loaded the two launches, . 

As we returned down the found, we vifited 
.Grafs Coye, the memorable fcene of the maflacre 
of Captain Furneau3^*s people. Whilfl we were 
^t this place, our curiofity prompted us to enquire 

*-o the circumfiancea attending the melancholy 
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'fate of our countrymen; and Omai ^ras made ufe 
cf as OTir interpreter for this purpofe. The na- 
tives prefent, aniwered all the quellions that were 
'put to them on the fubjed, without referve, and 
like men who are under n<^ dread of puniflimerk 
for a crime of which they are not guilty. For 
we already knew that none of them had been 
concerned in the unhappy trAnfa£tioti, They 
told us, that while our people were fitting jft 
dinner, furrounded by fevcral of the natives, fc3hie 
of the latt^ ftok*, or fnatched from them, fonie 
bread and nfh, for which they were beat. This 
being refented, a quarrel enfued, and two Ne\y 
Zealanders were {hot dead, by the only two muf- 
Icets that were fired. For before our people 
tad time to difcharge a third, or to load again 
tkofe that had been fired, the natives rulhed iu 
«poti them, overpoweretl them ^ith their nura- 
1>ers, and piit them all to death. 

We flayed here till the evening, when, having 
loaded the reft of the boats with grafs, celery, and 
fcurvy-grafs, we embarked to return to theftiips; 
-where lome of the boats did not arrive till one 
o'clock the next morningj and it was fortunate 
that they got on board then, for it afterwards blew 
a perfeft norm. In the evening the gale ceafex!^ 
and the wind having vccrei to the cafl, brought 
with it fair leather. 

By this time more than two-thirds of the inha- 
"bitants 6f the Sound had fettled thcmfelves about 
us. 'Great nuAibers of them daily frequented the 
ibips^ while our people were there melting fomjB 
leal blubber. No Greenlander was ever fondffr 
4yf train-oil, than our friends here feemcd to be. 
Thcv-relilhed the very ikimmings of the kettle^ 
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but a little of the pure (linking oil was a delici- 
ous fea ft. 

Having got on board as much hay and graft 
as wc judged fufficient to ferve the cattle till our 
arrival at Gtaheite, and having completed the 
wood and water .of both Ihips, on the 24th wc 
weighed anchor, and ftood out of the cove. 

While we were unmooring and getting under 
fail,n^any of the natives came to take their leave of 
us, or rather to obtnin, if they could, fome addi- 
tional prefents from us before we left them. Ac- 
cordingly, I gave to two of thair chiefs, two pigs, a 
boar, and a fow. They made me a promife not 
to kill them ; though I muft own I put no great 
faith in this. The animals which Captain Fur- 
neaux fent on fliore here, and which foon after 
fell into the hands of the natives, I was now told, 
were all dead -, but I was afterwards informed, 
that Tiratou, a chief, had a great many cocks and 
hens in his pofleffion, and one of the fows. 

We had not been long at anchor near Motuara, 
before three or four carioes, filled with n^ives, 
came off to us from the fouth-eaft fide of the 
Sound; and a brilk trade was carried on with 
them for the curiofities of this place. In one of 
thefe canoes was Kahoora, leader of the party 
who cut off the crew of the AjJ venture's boat. 
'This was the third time he had vifited us, with- 
out betraying the fmalleft appe/ rnrce of fear. 

Next morning, he return-^d a^ain with his 
whele family, men. v^ omen, and rbildren, to the 
cumber bftwrnty and upwards. Omai was the 
firft who iirquainted me with his being along-fide 
the (hip, anH defired to know if he ihould afk 
him to come on board. I told him he might; 
and accordingly he introduced the chief into the 
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cabin; faying, "There is Kahoora j kill him!" 
He afterwards expoftnlated with me very earneft- 
ly, faying, " Why do you not kill him ?- You tell 
me, if a man kills another in England, that he is 
hanged for it. This man has killed ten, and yet 
you will not kill him; though many of his coun- 
trymen defire itj and it would be very good." 
Omai's arguments, though fpecious enough, hav- 
ing no weight with me, I defired him to alk the 
chief, why he had killed Captain Fnrneaux's 
people ? At this queftion, Kahoora folded his 
arms, hung down his head, and looked like one 
caught in a trap ; and, I firmly believe, he ex- 
pe6ted inftant death. But no foouer was he af- 
fnred of his fafety, than he became cheerful. , He 
did not, however, leem willing to give me an 
anfwer to the queftion that had been put to him, 
till ( had, again and again, repeated my promife 
that he ihould not be hurt. Then he ventured 
to tell us, that one of his countrymen having 
brought a ftone hatchet to barter, the man to 
whom it. was offered took it, and would neither 
return it, nor give any thing for it 3 on which 
the owner of it fnatched up the bread as an equi- 
valent; and then the quarrel began. 

For fome time before we arrived at New Zea- 
land, Omai had expreffed a defire to take one of 
the natives with him to his own country. We 
had not been there many days, before he had an 
opportunity of being gratiticd in this j for a 
youth, about feventeen or eighteen years of age, 
named Taweihar6oa, offered to accompany him. 
Finding that he was fixed in^iisrcfolution to 
go With us, and having learnt that he was the 
only fon q( sl deceafcd chief, Lt6id his mother 
that^ in all probability, he would never return ? 

bu 
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but this made no imprelTion on either ; for when, 
ibe, returned the next rooming, to take her laii 
farewell of hira, all the time the was on board ilic 
rproained f^mtc cheerful, and went away wholly 
unGoncerned. Another )«)utb, about ten year^ of 
age, accompanied him as a fervant, named Kokoa; 
he was prefented to me by his own latberj who 
ftripped him, and left him naked as he was bornj 
indeed, he feeme,d to part with him with perfe^ 
indifference. 

From my own obfervations, and from the in- 
formation of Tawciluirooa and others, it appears 
to me that the New Zealandcrs mull live under 
perpetual apprehen lions of being deftroyed by 
each other 5 there being few of their tribes that- 
have not, as they thiiik, fuftaincd wrongs from 
fome other tribe, ^ hich they are continually upon 
the watch to revenge. And, perhaps, thedeiire. 
of a good meal may be no fmall incitement. One 
hardly ever .finds a New Zealander off his guard, 
either by night or by dayj indeed, no other man 
can have fuch powerful motives to be vigilant, as 
the prefervation both of body and bf foul depend* 
wpon it. For, according to their fyftemofb^ 
Iscf, the foul of the. man whofc flefb is devoured 
by tile enemy, is doomed to a perpetual fire 5 whilft 
the foul of I he man lyhofebody has beein refc.ucd 
from thofe who killed him, as well as the,fonls of* 
ati wlu) die a natural death, ai]cend to the habita--. 
tipns of the gods. 

Polygamy is allowed amongil .thefe pepple.f 
jmd it i^.not unc,oi]amp9,for a njan to have tv^ro 
or three wiv^s. ThiQ wom^n are marriageable at 
a ^ very early agGj aod .it (hould feera, that one-, 
who is niunariri^, is. foijt in a forlorn, ihte*. 

^" '' ' / " Their 
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Their public contentions are frequent. Or rather 
perpetual ; for it appears, from their number of 
weapons^ and dexterity in uiing them, that war 
is their principal profeffion. Before they begia 
the onfct, they join in a war-fong, to which they 
all keep the exadeil time, and fopn raife their 
pafllons to a degree of frantic fury, attended with 
the moft horrid diftortion of their eyes, mouths» 
and tongues, to flrike terror into their enemies; 
vrhich« to thofe who have-not been accufiomed t6 
fuch a prance, makes them appear more like 
demons than men, and would almoft chill the 
boldeft with fear. To this, fucceeds a circuna* 
fiance, almoft foretold in {;heir fierce demeanour^ 
horrid, cruel, and difgraceful to human nature $ 
which is, cutting in pieces, eyen before being 
perfedly dead, the bodies' of their enemies, and, 
after drefling them on a fire, devouring the flelh, 
not only without relu&ance, Imt with peculiar 
fatisfa6tion. 

On the 25th of February we failed from New 
Zealand, and had no fooner lofl fight of the land, 
than our two young adventurers repented hearti- 
ly of the ftep they had taken. All the foothing 
cpcouragbment we^ could think of, availed but 
little. They wept both in public and private; 
and made tjbeir lamentations In a kind of fong, 
which was expreOive of their praifes of their 
country, Thosilhe^ continued for many day^.; 
but v^.t length their natives country and, thdir 
friends were forgot, and they appeared to be as 
firmly, attached to us, Ksif they had been hQiTCt 
amoogftus. :,.. ,[ ,;,; 

On theapth of M^ffcb, as ve.tt^eref^andlng t9 
the northrcaft, Ibto Difookvcary taadeithe ligpaiof 
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feeing land, ^hich we foon difcoverisd to 6e an. 
"Uland of BO great extent. 

On approaching the fhore, wie could perm ve 
%ith our glafies that fuveral of the natives were 
firmed wi,th> Jeng fj^afs and clpb*, \vhich they 
brandiibed in the air -with ftgns of thfef^teningj 
or,,d& forae on board interpreted their attitvides^ 
with invkt'ations to Ijind. Moft of them appeared 
naked, except having a-fort ©f girdle, which, 
l>Ieiog brougtil up between the' thighs^ • covered 
that parfe^ of tj^ bddjr. But' fome of them 'had 
pieces of cloth of different colovrs, white, ftrtped, 
t»*r chequered, wliidi .'they wore as a garment 
throitn- abofit thctr ihdulclerjlj and ahiaoft all of 
Ihem had a white wrapper abptit their h>ads, not 
much uttUk^ai turban: Tliey were of a tawny 
<©l©ttf, and of a nifddling' nature. - 

At this'.tiifoe a fmall canoe was launched in a 
^reat ilurry ^frcan the ftfrtier end of the beach, 
and putting off with two men, paddled towards 
us, when 1 brought tov They flopped Aort, how- 
xeveii, as ifafrsud to approach, until Omai, who 
addrefljbd them in the Otahdtean.'-4«pg«affe, in 
foroe ifteafUre quietdd theii^ apprehenfidns. ' Th^y 
then cait^e near enough to take fome beads aiid 
nails wJiich were tfed to a piece of wood,* ^nd 
thro^ynin^o the'canoc. C^aii pei^ap^ itoprot- 
perly, put t4^sq?ie^ion 'i& Itheft;, whether they 
m&? eat human JWli ? -^fei^h'^thfty anf^dred in 
"^he neigati\^e> ^1^ ^ mixture of iiidlgnati6i;i and 
iabiwwenee* Ofte cf* t'hwn^ whofe name waa 
JMSrtitooai being aiked-how- he came by* ^' ftaf on 
his forehead, told us that it was. the confttquen<*c 
•of a woutfdc|tt'1i»d'g§t ite-figfitift^'with the^o- 
^l^^fC^h vAdnd^-whiph •IfgV^to tbib nbflh 'e»tlwai^» 
i»^itvrometiaaes came tonlivade theai# VTfcty*' af- 
terward 
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tf^tward took hold of a rope. StiM, howdvdr 
they, would not venture on bbard. 

Mounxia waslufty and w^ll made, but not-verf 
tall. His featurts were agreeable, and his dif- 
poiitioQ leemingly no lefs I'o; for he made Icverai 
droll gefticuiations, which. Indicated both goqd- 
oatiirc and a fhare of huniour. His colour was 
nearly of the fame caft with that common to the 
Rioft I"(yathern Europeans. The other man Mras 
HOt fo handfome. Both of thi»tti had .ftrong 
ftraigKt laair, of a jet colour*; lied togethec on^tlT© 
crown of the head with a bit ^cloth. They wore 
girdles of a. lubftance made from the moras papy- 
rifera, in the fame manner as at the other iftands 
of this ocean. They had on a kind of fatidals* 
mside of a graffy fubftanco intenvovcti) and, aa 
we fuppoled, inte^ided to defend their feet againft 
the rough coral rock. Their beards were long, 
and the Infide of their arms, from tlie Ihoulder to 
the elbow, and fome other parts, were pundlured 
or tatooccl, after the manner of theitihabitantsof 
9\moik. all the other iflaods in the South Sea« Th« 
lobe of their earrf wi^s flit to fuch a lebgthi th«l 
one of them ftuck there a ktiifc tn^ fbitie beadaj 
which he had received, from us; aiKi the famo 
perfon had two polilhed pearl Ihdls, and a blanch 
of human hiir, loofely twifted, hanging about his 
neck, which was the only ornament we obfenredi 
The canoe they camo in was -not above ten feci 
long, and very narrow; but both ftrong and neat* 
ly made. They paddled either 6rtd bi' it forward 
ifidiiferentiy. 

We now Itood off and on; and as foon as th« 

ihtps were in a proper Hation^ I ordered tWQ 

boats.' to found the cpalV and to endeavour to find 

^ landing place. With this view, I wcfit in one 
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of them myfelf, taking with mc fuch articles to 
give the natives, as I thought might ferve to gain 
their good-will. I -had no fooner pnt off from 
the ihip, than the canoe, with the two men, 
which had not left us long before, paddled to- 
wards my boat; and, having come along-fide, 
Mourooa flepped into her^* without being aiked, 
and without a moment's hefitation. 

Omai, who wa? with me, was ordered to en- 
quire of him where we could land } and he di« 
reded us to two diffbrent places. But I faw, 
with regret, that the attempt could not be made 
at either place, unlefs at the rilk of having our 
hosiis filled with water, or even ilaved to pieces. 
Nor were we more fortunate in our fearch for 
anchorage; for we could find no bottom till 
xvithin a cable's length of the breakers. 
. While we were thus employed in reconnoitring 
the ihore, great numbers of die natives thronged 
down upon the reef, all armed. Mourooa, who 
was now in my boat, probably thinking that this 
warlike appearance hindered us from ' landing, 
ordered them to retire back. As many of them 
complied, I judged he muH be a perfon of fome 
con&qnence among them, Indeed, if we under- 
flood him right, he was the king's brother. So 
great was the curiofity of feveral of them, that 
they took to the water, and fwimming off to the 
boats, came on board them without referve- Nay, 
we found it difficult to keep them out; and ftill 
more difficult ta prevent them carrying off every 
thing they could lay their hands upon. At 
length, when they perceived that we were return- 
ing to the fhips, they all left us, except our original 
Vifitep Mourooa, He, though not without evi^ 

dear 
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defit%iit of feari keptihis pi)a€<: ill &i}r boat^ and 
tccoixipafiied me on'>b6ard Uieihip. 

^he cattle, atid other 116^.1)19^61^/4^31 pre&nt* 
^ ihemf<^Uies td Him lhere;< did hot Uriko him 
^i^h fo much furpnfo as> one might^h«ve expe^ 
edv Rsrhapff hiar mind :wasf too much taken. of 
about his own fafety, to ^llo# him to ; attend to 
<jther things.- I dould btxt get little^ now mfomi* 
ation ffotnhim; aoxi therefore, Bfteir:h^ had n^ade 
a Ibort li:ay, I ordered a boat to carry htiiltiii 
toward thejand. As foofn as he got mitdf the 
cabin, he happened to tumble over one of tho 
goalie His curiofity now overcoming his fiiar, 
he topped, looked at it, and! a(ked Oma^ what 
bird this was? and not receiving an imnotediate 
aniwer from him,:, he repeafied the qoeition to 
ibme of the people upon deck- The boat having 
<;oiiveyed him pretty neiaT to. the f«rf, lie Idaped 
ijfllto the fea, and fwam afliore. He had no fooner 
landed, than tht multitude^ of his couiitrymen 
g*£hered fOHnd him, as if with an eager ciiriolity 
Co lesfrn from him what he had feen; and in thik 
filnation they rem^ined^ wi^eii we loft fight of 
fhem. 

After leaving' Man geea, as this ifland wa^ oaU^ 
cd, on the afternoon of the 30thy we continued our 
c6uFle nioi'thward all that night, and tiH noon on 
the 31ft J when we, again fawland, in thedirec* 
tion of ' north-eaft by north, diftant eight or ten 
leagues; and next morning we got abreaft -of its 
north end. I lent three armed boats to lobok for 
anchoring- gripundi and a landing-placa.' lu the 
mean time^ we plyed up tinder the iilfend with 
thcftiips, 

Juft as the boats Were putting off, we obferved 
fcvtral iingle canoes coming from the ihore, 
D3 Th 
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Thejr w6nt firfl to ihe Difcovery, (he being tho 
neared ihip. It was not long after, when three 
of the* canoes came along-fidc of the Refolution, 
each cohdu^d by one .man . . They wet. long and 
narrow^ and fupported by outriggers. Some 
l^nives^ beads, and other trifles; were conveyed to 
our vifiters; and they ^ve us aifew cocoarnuts« 
upon oiir aiking for them. But they did liot p^rt 
«rith them :by way of exchange for what they 
had ret:eived from us. . For they feemed to,havo 
no idea of bartering; nor did they appear to efli-f 
liiatQvany.of ourpcelent&ata high r^tCf 
. i. With, a little perfuafibn, one of them came on 
boards and the other t>vb, encourage4 by his ex- 
ample, foon followed him. . Their whole beha? 
viour ."marked that they were quite at their eafe. 
• After their departure, another canoe arrived, 
tonduded by a man who brought a. bunch of 
plantains as a prefect to me; alking for me by 
name, having learnt it from Omai, vho wa« 
fent before us in a boat, with Mr. Gore. In'rer 
^ turn for this^'civility, I gave him ap axe and a 
piece of red cloth ; and he paddled back to the 
Ihore well fatisfied. I afterward underftood from 
Omai, that this prefent had been fent from the 
lung, or principal chief of the ifland. 

Not long after a double .canQe> in' which were 
twelve men, came towards »s. As .they drew 
near the fhip, they recited fome. words in concerti 
by way of chorus, one of their number firft {land- 
ing up, and giving the word before each repeti? 
tion. When they had finifhed their folemi^ 
chant, they came along-fide, and .aiked for the 
chief. As foon as I fliewed myfelf, a pig and 9, 
iew cocoa-nuts were conveyed up into the ihipj} 

. ^n4 
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^d the priacipal perfon in the canoe made me an 
additional prefent of a piece of matting. 

Oar vifiters were conduced into the cabiD* and 
to other parts of the Ihip. Some obje6U feemed 
to. ftrike them with a degree of furprife; but no- 
thing fixed their attention for a moment. They 
were afraid to come near the cows and horfes ; 
cor did they form the leaft conception of their 
pature. But the iheep and goats did not furpafs 
the limits of their ideasj for they gave us to un* 
derHand^ that they knew them to be birds* I 
made a prefent to my new friend, of what I 
thought might be mod acceptable to him^ but> 
on his going away^ he feemed rather difappointed 
than pleafed. I afterwards underilood that he was 
very defirous of obtaining a dog> of 'which animal 
this ifland could not boaH. 

The people in thefe canoes were in general of 
a middling fize, and not unlike thofe of Mangeea; 
though feveral were of 4 blacker caft than any 
we faw there. Their features were various, and 
fome of the young men rather handfon^e. Like 
thofe of Mangeea^ they had girdles of glazed 
cloth, or dne matting, the ends of which, being 
brought betwixt their thighs, covered the adjoin- 
ing parts. Ornaments, compofed of a fort of 
broad brafs, ftained with red, and flrung with 
berries of the night-ihade, were worn about, their 
necks. Their ears were bored, but not flit; and 
they were pundured upon their legs, from the 
knee to the heel, which made them appear as if 
they wore a kind qf boots, Their behaviour was 
frank and cheerful, with a great deal of good- 
nature. . 

Soon after day-break, we obferved fome canoes 
Yrpmiog o^ to the ihips^ and one of them dire6ied 



its xotnrfe to the Rcfolution. In it was a hcwf, 
with fome plantains and coea-fiuts, for which t& 
peopfe wHo brought tliem demanded a dog from 
ns, and refafed every other thing that we offered 
in exchange. To gratify thefe people, Omtti 
parted with a favourite dog he had brotSght frotti 
England; and with this acqtiifition they departed 
highly fatisfied. -n 

' I difpatched Lieutenaht Gore with three boats^ 
two from the Refahrtion, and one from th^ 
Difcovery. Two of the n^ives, M'ho Wad beeii 
on board," accompanied him, -and Omai went 
wiUi him in* his boat as an interpreter. Th6 
Ihips being a full league from the iflaiid whcft- 
the boats put* off, it was noon before wc- could 
Work up to it. We then obferted a prodigious 
number of the natives abreaft of the boats'. 
In order to obferve their motions, and to be rea- 
dy to give fuch afliftance as our people might 
want, I kept as near the (hore as was pru- 
dent. Some of the iflanders, now and then came ' 
off to the Ihips in their canoes, with a few cocoa* 
nuts, whi'ch they exchanged for whatever was of- 
fered to them. 

. Thefe occafiooal vifits ferved' to Icffen my foil* 
Citude about the people who had landed. Though 
we could get no information from our viiiters^ 
yet their Venturing on board feemed to imply, at 
lead, that their countrymen on ihore had not 
made an improper ufe of the confidence ^nt in 
them. At length, a little before fun-fet, we had 
tlie fatisfa6tioh of feeing the boats put off. When 
they got" on board, I found that Mr. Gore him- 
felf, Omai,. Mr. Anderfon, and Mr. Bujcney, were 
the only perfons who had landed. The tranfac- 
tions of the day were now fully TcportcA to me 
/ by 
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by Mr. Anderfon : I fliall give them neariy in his 
words* 

*' We rowed toward a fmall fandy beach, upon 
which a greaf number of the natives had alFem- 
bled. Several of the natives fwam off j bringing 
cocoa-nuts 3 and Omai> with their countrymen, 
whom we had with us in the boats^ made them 
fenfible of our wilh to land. 

Mr.Burney, the firfl lieutenant of theDifcovery, 
and I, went in one canoe, a little time before the 
other; and our conductors, watching attentively 
the motions of the furf, landed as fafply upon the 
reef. An iflander took hold of each of us, ob\ iouf- 
ly with an intention to fupport us in -walking 
over the rugged rocks to the beach, where feve- 
ral of the others met us, holding the green boughs, 
of a fpecies of mimofa, in their hands, and falut- 
cd us by applying their nofes to ours. 

We were conduced from the beach amid ft a 
crowd of people, who flocked with very eager cu- 
riofity to look at us. We were then led up an 
avenue of cocoa-palms ; and foon came to a num- 
ber of men, arranged in two rows, armed with 
clubs. After walking a little way amongft thefe, 
we found a perfon, who feemed a chief, fitting bi\ 
the ground crofs-legged, cooling himfelf with a 
fort of triangular fan made from a leaf of the co- 
coa-palm. In his ears were large bunches of 
beautiful red feathers 5 but he had no other mark 
to dillinguiih him from the reft of the people^ 
though they all obeyed him. 
, We proceeded fiill amongft the men armed 
with clubs, and came to a fecond chief, who fat 
fanning himfelf, and, ornamented as the firft. In 
the fame manner we were conducted to a third 
chief, whp feemed older than the two forme*- 
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He alfo was fitting, and adorned with red fea- 
thers ; and after faluting him as we had done the 
others, he defired us both to fit dowfl. •. 

In a few minutes, we faw, at afmall diflance> 
about twetity yonng women, ortraitiietlted as the 
chiefs, with red feathers, engaged irt a dance, 
which they performed to a flow and ferious air, 
fung by them all. We got tip, arvd went forward 
to fee them; and though we muft have been 
ftrange objefts to them, they <iontinued their dance 
without paying the leaft attention to ns. Their 
motions and fong were performed in exaft concert. 
In general, they were rather ftout than flender, 
with black hair flowing in ringlets dowfi the neck, 
and of an olive complexion. • Their eyes were of a 
deep black, «nd each countenance exprefled a de- 
gree of complacency and modefty, peculiar to the 
fex in every part of the world ; but perhaps more 
fconfpicuous here, where Nature prefented us 
with her productions in the fulleft perfe6tion, 
unbiaffed in fentimcnt by cuilom, or unreftrained 
in manner by art. 

The natives now fcemed to take fome pains tci 
fcparate us from each other; every one of tia 
liaving his circle, to furround ai>d ga«e at him i 
and when I told the chief with whom I fat, that 
I wanted to fpeak to Omai, he peremptorily re- 
fufed my requeft. At the fame tinie> I found 
the people began to fteal feveral trifling thingji 
which! had in my pocket ; and when I took the 
liberty of complaining to the chief of this treat- 
ment, he jitftifted it. From thefe circumftances, 
I now entertahied apprehenfiond, that they might 
have formed the defign of detdiriitig us attw^ngft 
them, • ' ..... 

" Mr* 
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Mr. Burnfcy happening to come to the? place 
where I was, I mentioned my fufpicioos to him 5 
and; to put it to tlic teft, whether they were well 
founded^ we attempted to get to the beaeh. But 
we were ^pped, when about half way, by foroc 
men who told us, that we muft go back to ihe 
place which we had left. On coming up, we 
found Oraai entertaining the fame apprehenfionS. 
But he had, as he fancied, an additional reafon 
for beijQg afraid j for he had obferved, that they 
had dug a hole in the ground for an oven, which 
they were now heating j and he could aflign no 
other reafon lor this, than that they meant to 
roait, and eat us,, as is pradtifed by the inhabit- 
ants of New Zealand. 

In this manner we were detained the greatcil 
part of the day, being foractimcs together and 
jbmetimes feparated, but always in a crowd; 
w^ho, not fatislied with gazitig at us> fiiequently 
defired us to uncover parts of our Ikin ; the light 
of which commonly produced a general murmur 
of admiration. 

Upon our urging the bufinefs we came upon, 
they, gave us to underHand, that we muft ftay and 
eat with them; and a pig which wc.faw, foon 
after, lying near the oven, which they had pre- 
pared and heated, removed Omai's apprehenlions 
of being put into it himielf ; and made us think it 
might be intended for our repaiit« A piece of the 
young hog that had been drefled, was let before 
us, of which we were de£red to eat. Our appe- 
tites, however, had failed, from the fatigue of the 
day; and though we did eat a littie to pleafe 
them, it was without fatisfadion to ourfelves. 

It being now^near fun-fet, we told them it "was 
^cneta go;ou:i3ioard. This they allowed; and 

fent 
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fent down to the beach the remainder of the 
viduals that had been dreffed^ to be< carried with 
us to the Ihips. They put us on board our boat9> 
with the cocoa-nut$> plantains, and other provi- 
iions, which they had brought ; and we rowed to 
the fhips, very well pleafed that we had at la(l got 
out of the hands of our troubleforac matters. 

We regretted much, that our reftraincd fitua*^ 
tion gave us fo little opportunity of making ob- 
fervations on the country. For, during the 
whole day, we were feldom a. hundred yards from 
the place where we were introduced to the 
chiefs, on landing ; and, confequently, were con- 
fined to the furrounding objeSs. The firft thing 
that prefented itfelf, worthy of our notice, was 
the number of people j which muft have been, at 
leaft, two thoufarid. In general, they had their 
hair tied on the crown of the he^d, long, black, 
and of a mofl luxuriant growth. Many of the 
young men were perfed models in Ihape, of a 
complexion as delicate as that of the women, and> 
to appearance of a difpofition as amiable. 
. The wife of one of the chiefs appeared with 
her child, laid in a piece of red cloth, which had 
been prefented to her hufband 3 and feemed to 
carry it with great teudernefs, fuckling it much 
after the manner of our women. Another chief 
introduced his daughter, who was young and 
beautiful ; but appeared with all the timidity na* 
tural to the fex , though fhe gazed on us with a 
kind of anxious concern, that feemed to iiruggle 
with her fear, and to exprefs her aftonifliment at 
fo unufual a light. 

About a third part of the men were armed 
with clubs and fpears. The clubs were generally 
about fix feet long, made. of bard blackjwood, 

lance-* 
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Jance-ibaped at the end, bat much broader, \i^Ith 
the edge nicely fcolloped, and the whole neaUj 
poliihed. 

What the foil of the iiland may be, farther in- 
land^ we could not tell. But, toward the fea, it 
is nothing more than a bank of coral, ten or 
twelve feet high, &eep, and rugged $ except where 
there are imall fandy beaches, at fome clefts 
m-here the afcent is gradual. The reef or rock, 
that lines the ihore entirely, runs to different 
breadths into the fea, where it ends, all at once, 
and becomes like a. high, fleep wall.'* 

Though the landing of our gentlemen proved 
the means of enriching my journal with the fore- 
going particulars, the principal objed 1 had in 
view was, in a great meafure> unattained ; for the 
day was fpent without getting any one thing from 
the iiland worth mentioning. The natives, how- 
ever, were gratified with a fight they never before 
had 5 and, probably, will never have again. And 
mere curiofity feems to have been the chief mo- 
tive for keeping the gentlemen under fuch re- 
Itraint, and for ufing every art to prolong their 
continuance amongfi them. 

Omai was Mr. Gpre's interpreter 5 but that was 
not the only fervice he performed this day. He 
was aiked, by the natives, a great many quefiions 
concerning us ', and according to the account he 
gave me, his anfwers were not a little upon the 
marvellous. As, for infiance, he told them, that 
our country had fiiips as large as their iiland ; on 
board which were inilruments of war, of fuch di- 
menfions, that feveral people might fit within 
them; and that one of them was fufficient to 
cruih the whole iiland at one ihot. This led 

\oL. VII. E thftfl- 
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them to* enquire of him, what fort of guns x^e ici- 
tuaily had in our two fhips. He laid^ that thougk 
they were but ioiall^ in comparifon with thofe hfc 
had juft defcribed, yet, ^ith fueh as they were, 
we couid, with the greateft eafe, and at the dif- 
tance the fhips were from the ftiore, deftroy the 
ifland^ and kill every foul in it* The3rperfevercd 
in their enquiries^ to know by what means tbfs 
eould be done; and Omai explained the matter 
as well as he could. He happeaed luckily to hav6 
a few cartridges in his pocket. Thefe hcprodoe- 
ed ; the balls, and the gunpowder which was to 
fet them in motion, were fubmitted tb infpeftion ; 
and, to fupply the defe6b* of his defcription, an 
appeal was made to the fenfes of the fpedaiofs. 
In the centre of a circle formed by the natives, 
the inconfiderable quantity of gutipowder, coK 
ledted from his cartridges, was properly difppfed 
upon the ground, and, by means of a bit of burn- 
ing wood from the oven, where dinner was dreff- 
ing, fet on fire. The fudden blaft, and loud re*- 
port, the mingled flame and fmoke, that inftant- 
iy fucceeded, now lilled the whole aflfembly 
witli alloniihnient; they no longer doubted the 
tremendous power of our weapons, and gave 
full credit to all that Omai had faid. This proba- 
bly induced them to liberate, the gentlemen. 

Omai found three of his countrymen herej 
their ftory is an afFe6ting one, as related by him. 
About tWetity perfons had embarked on board a 
canoe at Otaheite, to crofs over to the neighbour- 
ing ifland, Ulieta. A violent contrary wind arifing, 
they could neither reach the latter, nor get back 
to the former. Their intended pafTage being a 
Tcry (hort one, their ilock of provifionswas fcan- 

ty. 
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ty, and foon exhauftcd. The hardships they fiif- 
feredy while driven along by the ftorm, are not to 
be conceived. They paffed many days without 
fuftenance. Their numbers gradually diminifij- j 

«d, '^f orn out by famine and fatigue. Four only "i 
iurvivodj when the canoe overict. However, i 

they kept hanging by the fide of the vcffel, till 
Providence brought them in light of the people 
of this iiland, who immediately fent out canoes, 
and brought them afhorc. Of the four, one v/^as 
£nce dead. The other three ftill living, fpokc 
highly of the kind treatment they here met with. 
And fo well fatisficd were they with their litua- 
tjon, that they refr.fed the oiler made to them by 
our gentlemen, at Omai*8 requeft, of giving them 
a paflage on board our iliips, to reflore them to . 
their native iflands. 

The landing of our gentlemen on this ifland, 
titough they failed in the obje6t of it, cannot but 
he coniidered as a very fortunate circnmftance. 
It has proved, as we have feen, the means of 
bringing to onr knowledge a matter of faft, not 
4»ly fcry curionsj but very inftriidHve. The ap- 
plication of the above narra.ive is obvious. It 
will fervc to explain, better than a thoufaad 
C0Q3e6kare8 of fpeculativc reafoners, how the de- 
tached parts of the earth, and in particular how 
the iilands of the South Seas may have been firft 
peopled 5 efpecially thofe that lie remote from any 
inhabited 'continent, or from each other. 

With a gentle breeze at call, we got up with 
l¥ateeoo on the 3d of April, and I immediately 
^ifpatched Mr. Grorc^ with two boats, to endeavour 
to procure fome food for our cattle. As there 
ieaacd to be no inhabitants here to obflrn^ our 
E 2 takip 
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taking away whatever we might thinlc proper, 
our boats no.fooner reached the well iide of the 
iiland^ but they ventured in^ and Mr. Gore and 
bis party got fafe on ihore. 
' The fupply obtained here, coofifted of about a 
hundred cocoa-nuts for each fliip ; we alfo got for 
our cattle fome grafs, and a quantity of the leaves 
and branche;5 of young cocoa-trees, and of the 
wharra tree, as it is called at Otaheite. 

The only birds feen here, were a beautiful cuc- 
koo, of a chefnut brown, variegated with black, 
which was Ihot. And upon the fhore, fome egg- 
birds 3 a fmall fort of curlew; blue and white 
herons ; and great numbers of -noddies. 

One of our people caught a lizard, of a moft- 
forbidding afpe6t, though fmall, running up a 
tree j and many of another fort were feen. 

Thoi^gh there were, at this time, no fixed in- 
habitants upon the ifland, indubitable marks tc- 
mained of its being, at lead, oecafionally fre- 
quented. In particular, a few empty huts were 
found. In one of them, Mr. Gore left a hatchet 
and fome nails, to the fuUivalue of what we took 
away. 

As ibon as the boats were hoided in, I made 
fail again to the northward. Although Hervey's 
liland, difcovered in 1773, was not above fifteea 
leagues diftant, yet we did not get light of it till 
day-break in the morning. As we drew near it« 
we obferved feveral canoes put off towards the 
ihips. There were from three to fix men in each 
of them. They Itopped at the diftance of about 
a Hone's throw from the fhip ; and it was fome 
time before Omai coufd prevail upon them to 
come along-iide -, but Jlo entreaties could induce 

anj 
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mnj of them to denture on board. Indeed, their 
«bforderlj and clamorous behaviour, by no means 
isdicftted a difpolition to truft us, or treat ub well. 
We afterwards learm, th^t they had attempted 
to take fome oars out of the Difcovery's boat that 
lay along'lide, and ftrnck a mart who endeavour- 
ed to prevent them. They alfo cut away, with 
a iheil, a net with meat, which hung over 'that 
Ihip's ftem, and abfolutely refuled to reilore it j 
though we afterwards purchafed it of them. 
Tho^e who were about our fhip, behaved in the 
lame dahng manner. At the fame time, they 
immediafcly Shewed a knowledge of bartering, 
and fold fome fiih they had for ftnall nails, of 
which they were immoderately fond, and called 
them goore. But they caught, with the greateft 
avidity, bits of paper^ or any thing elfc that was 
thrown to them. 

Thefe people feemed to differ as much In pcr- 
fon, as in difpolition, from the natives of Watee- 
0(» 5 l^iough the drftance between the two iflands 
h not very great. Their colour was of a deeper 
call i and feveral had a fierce, rugged afpeft, re- 
iembiiDgthe natives of New Zealand. The Ihell 
of a pearl-oyfter, polilhcd, hung about the neck, 
was the only perfonal decoration that we obferv- 
cd amongft them i for not one of them had adopt- 
ed that mode of ornaoient, fo generally prevalent 
araongft the natives of this ocean, of puudluring, 
or tatooing, their bodies. 

ITiough lingular in this, we had the moft une- 
quivecal proofe of thdr being of the fame com- 
mon race. Their language approached ftill near- 
er to the dialed of Otaheitc than that of Watec- 
ooorMangeea. 

£ 3 HaviP 
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Having but very little wind, it was one o'clock 
before we drew near the north-weft part of the 
illand j wheQ I fent Lieutenant King, witli twa 
armed .boats to found and reconnoitre the coaft; 
while we ftood off and on with the ihips. 
' ' At three o'clock, the boats returned y and Mn 
King informed me, *' tha^t there was no anchor- 
age for the iliips 3 and that the boats could only 
land on the outer edge of the reef, which lay about 
a quarter of a mile from the dry land. He faid, 
that a number of the natives came down.npon the 
reef, armed with long pikes and dubs. But, as 
he had no motive to land, he did Qot give them 
an opportunity to ufe them." 

If I had been fo fortunate as to have procured 
a fupply of water, and of grafs, at any of the 
iflands we had lately vifited, it was my purpofe 
to have flood back to the fouth, till I had met 
with a weflerly wind. But the certain confe- 
quence of doing this, without fuch a fupply, 
would have been the lofs of all the cattle, before 
we could pofllbly reach Otaheite, without gain- 
ing one advantage, with regard to the great ob- 
je5 of our voyage. I therefore determined to 
bear away for the Friendly Iflands, where I was 
fure of meeting with abundance of every thing I 
wanted. 

April the 7th, I fteered weft by fouth, with a 
fine breeze eafterly. I propofed to proceed firft 
to Middleburgh, or Eooa ; thinking, if the wind 
continued favourable, that we had food enough 
on board for the cattle, to laft till we fhouid 
reach that illand. But, about noon, next day^ 
thofe faint breezes, that had attended and retard- 
ed us fo long, again returned; and I found it ne^r 
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pe0ary to-haul more to the north, to get itito the 
latitude of Palmerftone's and Savage Iflands, dif- 
covered in 1774, during my laft voyage j that if 
^eceifity.. required it, we might have recourfe to 

At length, at day-break, on the 13th, we faw 
Palmerftone Ifland, diftant about five leagues. 
However, we did not get up with it, till eight 
o'clock the next morning. I then fent four 
boats, with an officer in each, to fearch the coaii 
"for the moft convenient landing place. 

The boats firft examined the fouth eafternmoft 
part, and failing there, ran down to the eaft, 
where we had the fatisfadion to fee them land. 
.This place is not inhabited. 

About one o'clock, one of the boats came on 
hoard, laden with fcuryy-grafs and young cocoa- 
nut trees ; which at this time, was a feaft for the 
cattle. Before evening, I went afhore in a fmall 
hoaty accompanied by Captain Gierke. 

• We found every body hard at work, and the 
landing place to be in a fmall creek. Upon the 
buibes that front the fea, or even farther in, we 
found a great number of men of war birds, tro* 
pic birds, and two forts of boobies, which, at this 
time, were laying their eggs, and fo tame, that 
ihey. fuftered us to take them off with our hands* 

• At one part of the reef, which looks i^to, or 
bounds, the lake that is within, there was a large 
bed of coral, almoft even with the furface, which 
afforded, perhaps, one of the mod enchanting 
profpe^ts that Nature has any where produced. 
Its bafe was .fixed to the ihore, but reached fo far 
in, that it could not be feen -, fo that it feemed to 
be fufpcnded in the water, which deepened fo 
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fuddenly, that, at the diftance of a ffewyard», 
there might be feven or eight fathoms. The fea 
was, at this time, quite unruffledj and the fun 
ihitting bright, expoled the \'arious forts of coral; 
in the moft beautiful order. This fcenc was epn 
livened by nnmerous fpccies of fillies • gliding 
along in apparent fecurity. 

There were no traces of inhabitants having 
ever been here ; if we except a fmall piece of a 
canoe that was found upon the beach, 'whicb, 
probably, may have drifted from fome other 
liland. 

After the boats were laden, I returned on 
board, leaving Mr. Gore, with a party, to pafs 
the night on ihore, in order to be ready to go to 
Work early the next morning, 

Thit day was accordingly fpent, as thepreccd* 
ing one had been, in colle^ng food for die caft- 
tie. Having got a fufficient fupply by funfet, I 
ordered every body on board. But having little 
or no wind, I determined to wait, artd to employ 
the next day, in trying to get fome cocoa-nuts 
from the next ifland, where we could obferve 
that thofe trees were in much greater abundance 
than where we had already laixi^d. 

With this view I went with the boats to the 
weft fide of the ifland, and landed with little dif- 
ficulty ; and immediately let the people to gather 
cocoa-nuts, which we found in great abundance. 
Omai, Avho was with nie, caught^ with a fcoop 
net, in a very fliort time, as much (ifb- as Served 
the whole party on Ihore for dinner, befides 
fending fome to both fhips. Here were alfo great 
abundance of birds, particularly men of war and 
tropic birds ; fo that we fared fumptuoufly. And 
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it IS .but doing juijicc to Omai to fay, that, in 
in thefe cxcurlions, he was of the greateft ufe, 
J^or he not only caught the fifh, but drefled 
.tbefe, and the birds we killed, in an oven, with 
Jieated ftones, after the fafhion of his country, 
.vith a dexterity and good humour that did him 
.great credit. 

We, found this iflot near a half larger than the 
•other, and almoft entirely covered with cocoa 
palms. A young turtle had been lately thrown 
^fhore here, as it was ftill full of maggots. We 
-found fome fcor^pions, a few other infeds, and a 
: greater number of fi{h upon the reefs. 

Upon the whole, we did not fpend our time 
improfitably at this laft iflot y for we got there 
about twelve hundred cocoa-nuts, which were 
equally divided amongd the whole crew. 

The nine or ten low illots, comprehended under 
the name of Palmerftone's Ifland, may be reckon- 
ed the heads or fummits of the reef ot coral rock, 
.that connects them together, covered only with a 
4hin coat of faqdy yet clothed, as already obferv- 
-cd, with trees and plants. 

•The heat, which had been great for about a 
month, became now much more difagreeable, 
• from the clofe rainy weather; and, from the 
moiilure attending it, threatened foon to be 
noxious. However, it is remarkable enough* 
that though the only refrefhment we had receiv- 
ed fince leaving the Cape of Good Hope, was 
that at New Zealand, there was not, yet, a 
fingle perfon on board lick, from the conflant 
ufe of fait food, or viciffitude of climate. , 

In the night between the 24th and 25th we 
pafied Sayage Ifland, which I ha.d difcovered in 
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1774. I ftcercd for the fouth, and tben" haidod 
Vkp for Anaamooka. 

It wns no fooner day*light, than wc were vifit- 
ed by (ix or feven canoes from different ifhinds, 
bringing with tbera, befides fruits and roots, two 
pigs, feveral fow!s^ ibme )»rge wood-psgeoiis> 
linajl rails, and large violet-coloured coots. All 
thefe they exchanged with us for beadf, nails, 
hatchets, &c. They had alfo other articles of com- 
merce ; but I ordered that no cnrioiities (hould be 
purcbafedtill the (hips Ihould befuppliedwithpro- 
Tiiions> and leave given for that purpefe. Kno^i^ 
ing, alfo, froip experience, that, if all our people 
might trade with the natives, according to their 
own capsice, perpetual quarrels would enfae, I or- 
dered that particular perfons ihould manage the 
traffic both on board and on fbore, proh tiding all 
others to interfere. Before niid-day, Mr. King, 
who had been fent to Komango, returned wi3i 
fcvcn hogs, fome fowls, a quantity of froit and 
roots, and fome grafs for the cattle. His party was 
very civilly treated at Komango. The inhabit- 
ants did not feem to be nuracrons ; and their 
huts, which itood dofe to each other, within a 
plantain walk, were but indiffere^.t. Not fiir 
from them was a pretty large pond of frelh wa- 
ter, tolerably good ; but the^re was no appearance 
of any flream. With Mr. King came on board 
the chief of the iiland, named Tooboulangcc;' 
and another, whofe name was Taipa. They, 
brought with them a hog, as a prefcat to me, 
promifing more the next dayj and they kept 
their word. 

I now refumed the very fame flation which I 
bad occupied when I vlfited AEHiamooka- three 

years 
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jean beifore $ and probably, almofi: in the fam« 
place wbere Tafmaix, the firft difcoverer of this 
and fome of the neighbouring iilands, anchored 
in 1643. 

The following iday I went aihore, accompanied 
by Captain Gierke. Toobop, the chief of the 
silaiid» cmidu&ed me and Omai to his houfe. 
We found it iituated on a pleafant fpot, in the 
centre of his plantation. While we were on 
ibore> we procured a few hog9 and fome fruity 
by bartering ; and, before we got on board again » 
the ihtps were crowded with the natives. FeW 
of them coming empty-handed, every neceifary 
i^eifament was now in the greateil plenty. 

I landed again in the afternoon, with a party 
of marines; and, at the fame time, the horfes# 
and fnch of the cattle as were in a weakly ft|itei 
were fent on ihore. Every thing being iettled 
to my iatisfadtion, I returned to the ihip at fun-* 
tctf leaving the command upon the iiland to Mr* 
King. 

Next day. May 3d, our various operations on 
fhcM-e began. In the evening, before the natives 
retired from our pofl, Taipa harangued them for 
finne time. We could only guefs at the fubje^ ; 
and judged, that be was intruding them how to 
behave towards us, and encouraging them to 
bring the produce of the ifland to market. We 
experienced the good effects of his doquence in 
the plentiful fupply of provifions which, next 
day, we received. 

On the 6th, we were vifited by a great chief 
from Tongataboo, whofe name was Feenouy and 
whom Taipa was pleafed to Introduce to us as 
king of all the Friendly Ides. All rhe. natives 
paid their . obeliance to him, by bonaring their 
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beads as low as bis feet, the foles of which tbcf 
alfo touched with each hand, firit with the paim^ 
and then with the back part. Thece could b6 
little room to fufped that a perfon, received with, 
lb much refpe6t, could be any thing lefs than the 
king. 

In the afternoon, I went to pay this great ina% 
a vifit, having firft received a prefent of two fifli 
from him> brought on .board by one of hb fer«- 
vants. As foon as I landed, he came up to me« 
He appeared to be about thirty years of age, tall, 
but thin, and had more of the £uropean features 
than any I had yet feen here. After a (hort ftay, 
our new vi liter, and five or £x of his attendaoca* 
accompanied me on board. I gave fuitable pre- 
fents to them all, and entertained them in fuch a 
manner, as I thought would bk moft agreeable* 

In the evening I attended them on {hore in my 
boat, into which the chief ordered three hogs to 
be put, as a return for the prefents he had re- 
ceived from me. 

The firft day of our arrival at Annamooka, 
one of the natives had fiolen, out of the fhip, a 
large junk axe. I now applied to Feenou, who 
was my gueA on the 8th, to exert his authority 
to get it reftored to me ; and fo implicitly was 
he obeyed, that it was brought on board while 
we were at dinner. Thefe people gave us very frer 
quent opportunities t)f remarking what expert 
thieves they were* Even fome of the chiefs did not 
think this profeflion beneath them. On the lawec 
clafs a flogging feemed to make no greater impref- 
£on than it would have done upon the mainmaft. 
When any of them happened to be caught in the 
a^, their fuperiors, far from interceding for them, 
would oftea adyifc ua to kill them. As this.wBi 
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a ptiniihment we did not chufe *to injBi6i, they 
generally efcaped without any puniihment at all. 
Captain Gierke, at laft, hit upon a mode of treat- 
ment, which, we thought, had fome ejfFe6t. He 
put them under the hands of the barber, and 
completely fhaved their heads; thus pointing 
them out as objeds of ridicule to their country- 
men, and enabling our people to deprive them of 
future opportunities for a repetition of their ro- 
gueries, by keeping them at a diflance, 

Feenou, underflanding that I meant to pro- 
ceed dlredly to Tongataboo, importuned me 
ftrongly to alter this plan, to which he expreffed 
as much averfion as if he had fome particular in- 
tereft to promote by diverting me from it. In 
preference to it, he warmly recommended an 
illand, or rather a group of iilands, called Ha- 
pace, lying to the north-eaft. There, he affured 
us, wc could be fupplied plentifully with every 
refreihment, in the eaiieft manner 3 and, to add 
weight to his advice, he engaged to attend us 
thither in perfon. He carried his point with 
me; and Hapaee was made choice of for our 
next ftation. As it had never been vifited by 
any European (hips, the examination of it be^* 
came an objed with me. 

After fome unimportant tranfa6tions, at day- 
break, in the morning of the l6th, we fleered 
north-eaft for Hapaee, which was now in fight. 
Next day we came to anchor. By this time the 
fhips were filled with the natives. They brought 
from the fhore, hogs, fowls, fruit, and roots, 
which they exchanged for hatchets, knives, nails, 
beads, and cloth. I went on fhore, accompanied 
by Omai and Feenou, landing at the north part 
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of Lefoogdj a little to the right of the ihip's 
Ration. 

The chief conduced me to a but, fituated 
clofe to the fea-beach, which I had feen brought 
' thither^ but a fevr minutes before^ for our recep* 
tion. In this Feenou, Omai, aud myfelf, were 
feated. The other chiefs^ and the multitude* 
compofed a circle, on the outiide, fronting us ; 
and the/ alfo fat down. I was then aiked, how^ 
long I intended to (lay ? On my faying, five days^ 
Taipa was ordered to come and fit by me, and 
proclaim this to the people. He then harangued 
them, in a fpeech moltly didated'by Feenou. 
The purport of it, as I learnt from Omai, was, 
that they were all, both old and young, to look 
upon me as a friend, who intended to remain 
with them a few daysj that, during my ftay, 
they mu'ft not fteal any thing, nor moletl me any 
other way j and that it was expe6ted, they ihould 
bring hogs* fowls, fruit, &c. to the Ihips, where 
they would receive, in exchange for them, fuch 
and fuch things, which he enumerated. Taipa 
then took occafion to fignify to me, that it was 
necefiary I fhould make a prefent to the chief of 
of the iftand^ whofe name was Earoupa. I was 
not unprepared for this ; and gave him fuch ar- 
ticles as far exceeded his expeSation. My libe« 
rality to him brought upon me demands, of the 
fame kind, from two chiefs of other ifles who 
were prefent ; and from Tapia himfelf. 

After viewing the watering-place, we returned 
to our former fiiitiQn, where I found a baked hog, 
and fome yams^ fmoking hot, ready to be carried 
on board for my dinner. I invited Feenou, and 
bia friends^ to partake of it ; and we embarked 
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jc flilpj but none but himfclf iat down 

. ns at the table. After dinner I coDdti6ted 

in on fliorc ; and, before I returned on board, 

e chief gave me a fine )arge turtle, and a quan* 

Ay of yams. Our fupply of provifions waa co- 

Cious ; for, in the courfe of the day, we got, by 
arter, along-iide the fhip, about twenty fmall 
hogs, belide fruit and roots. 

Next morning early, Feenou .and OmaJ, who 
fcarcely ever quitted the chief, and now ilept on 
ihore, came on board. The ob}e6k of the vilit 
was, to require my prefencc upon the ifland j 
where I faw a Targe eoncourfe of people already 
aflembled. I guelled that fomething more than 
ordinary was in agitation 5 but could not tell 
what, nor coold Omai inform me. 

I had not long been landed, before near a hun» 
dred of the natives appeared in fight, and ad- 
vanced, laden with yams, bread-fruit, plantains, 
cocoa-nuts, and fugar-canes. They depofiied 
their burthens, in two heaps, or piles, upon our 
left. Soon after, arrived a number of others, 
bearing the fame kind of articles 5 which were 
toileted into two piles upon the right. To thefc 
were tied two pigs and fix fowls ; and to thofc 
upon the left,iix pigs and two turtles. 

As foon as this munificent colle6tion of provi- 
sions was laid down in order, and difpofed to the 
beft advantage, the bearers of it joined the mul- 
titude, who formed a large circle round the 
whole. Prefently after a number of men entered 
this circle, or area, before us, armed with clubs, 
made of the green branches of the cocoa-nut 
tree. Thefe paraded about for a few minutes, 
and then retired 5 the one half to one fide, and 
the other half to the other fide, feating them- 
F 2 felvei 
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felves before the fpedators. Soon after, they fac- 
ceflivel/ entered the lifts, and entertained us with 
fingle combats. One champion, riling up and 
Pepping forward from one fide, challenged thofe 
of the other fide, by cxprelJiYe geftures, more 
than by words, to fend one of their body to'op- 
pofe him. If the challenge was accepted, which 
was generally the cafe, the two combatants put 
themfelves in proper attitudes, and then began , 
the engagement, which continued till one or 
other owned himfelf conquered, or till their 
weapons were broken. As foon as each combat 
was over, the vidor fquatted himfelf down facet- 
ing the chief, then rofe up, and retired. At the 
fame time, fome old men, who feemcd to fit as 
judges, gave their plaudit in a few words ; and 
the multitude, efpecially thofe on the £^e to 
which the vi£tor belonged, celebrated the glory 
he had acquired, in two or three huzzas. ' 

This entertainment was now and thpn fufpend- 
ed for a few minutes. During thefe intervals 
there were both wreflling and boxing matches. 
The firft were performed in the fame manner as 
at Otaheite ; and the fecond differed very little 
from the method* pradifed in England. But 
what ftruck us with the raoft furprife was, to fee 
a couple of lu(ly wenches ftep forth, and begin 
boxing, without the leafl ceremony^ and with as 
much art as the men. This conteft, however, 
did not laft above half a minute, before one of 
them gave it up. The conquering heroine, re- 
ceived the fame applaufe from the fpedatprs, 
which they bellowed upon the faccefsful com- 
batants of the other fex. We expreffed fome 
diflike at this part of the entertainment 5 which, 
hoHTever, did not pjreyent two other females from 
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entering the lifts. They feetned to be girls of 
fpirit, and would certainly have given each other 
a good drubbing, if two old women had not in- 
terpofed to part them. All thefe combats were 
exhibited in the midftof at leall three thoufand 
people, and were condadbsd with the greateft 
gooJi humour on all fides. 

As foon as thefe diverfions were ended, the 
chief told me, that the heaps of provifions on our 
right hand were a prefent to Omai > and that 
thofe on our left hand, being about two-thirds of 
the whole quantity, were given to me. He add- 
ed, that I might take them on board whenever 
it was convenient 3 but that there would be no 
occafion to fet any of our people as guards over 
them, as I might be affured, that not a iingle 
cocoa-nut would be taken away by the natives. 
So it proved ; for I left every thing behind, and 
returned to the fliip to dinner, carrying the chief 
with nae ; and when the provifions were removed 
oi> board, in the .afternoon, not a fingle article 
was miffing. There was as much as loaded four 
boats; and I could not biit be ftruck with the 
munificence of Teenou ; for this prefent far ex- 
ceeded any I had ever received from any of the 
fovereigns of the various iflands I had vifited in 
the Pacific Ocean. I loft no time in convincing 
our friend, that I was not infenfible of his libe- 
rality ; for, before he quitted my ftiip, I beftow- 
ed upon him fiich of my commodities, as, I 
gnefted, were moft valuable in his eftimation. 

Feenou had expreffed a defire to fee the marines 
go through the military cxercife. As I was defir- 
ous to gratify his curiofity, I ordered them all 
aihore, from both fliips, in the morning. After 
they had pezfprmed various evolutions, and fire" 
F 3 fevej 
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fcveral volHes, with which the numerous body of 
fpeiftators feemcd well plcafed, the chief enter- 
tained us^ in his turn, with an exhibition^ which> 
as was acknowledged by us all, was performed 
with a dexterity and ex^dnefs, far furpafiing the 
fpecimen we had given of our military nianoeu- 
vres. It was a kind of a dance^ fo entirely dif- 
ferent from any thing I had ever feen> that I 
fear, I can give no defcription that will convey 
any tolerable idea of it to my readers. It was 
performed by men j and one hundred and/ £v& 
perfons bore their parts in it. Each of them had 
in his hand an indrument neatly made, ihaped 
fomewhat like a paddle> of two feet and a half ia 
lengthy with a fmall handle and a thin blade ; 
fo that they were very light. With thefe inftru- 
ments, they made many and various fiourifhes, 
each of which was accompanied with a different 
movement. At firft, the performers ranged them-^ 
felves in three lines $ and, by various evolutions, 
each man changed his flation in fuch a manner, 
that thofe who had been in the rear came into 
the front. . Nor did they remain long in the fame 
pofition. Atone time, they extended themfelves 
in one line ; they then formed into a femicircle j 
and laftly into two fquare columns. While this 
laft movement was executing, one of them ad- 
vanced> and performed an antic dance before me 3 
with which the whole ended. 
; The mufical inftruments coniifted of two 
drums, or rather two hollow logs of wood, frona 
whi'ch fome varied notes were produced, by beat- 
ing on them with two dicks. It did not, how- 
ever, appear to me, that the dancers were much 
aliifted by thefe founds, bujt by a chorus of yocal 
mufic^ in which 9II the performers joined -at the 
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lame time. Their forig was not' dcftitutc of 
plcafing melody ; and all their correfponding 
motions were executed with fo much Ikill; that 
the numerous body of dancers feemed to ad, al» 
if they were one great machine. . It was the opi- 
nion of every one of us, that fuch a performance 
woutd have met with univerfal applaufe on an 
European theatre; and it fo far exceeded any 
attempt we had made to entertain them, that they 
feemed to pique themfelves upon the fuperiority 
they had over us. As to our muiical inlilruments, 
they held none of them in the lead edeem, ex* 
cept the drum i and even that they did not think 
equal to their own. 

In order to give them a more favourable opi- 
nion of Bnglifh amufements, and to leave their 
minds fully impreiled with the deepeft fenfe of 
our fuperior attainments, I direded fome fire« 
works to be got ready 5 and, after it was dark, 
played them off in the prefence of Feenou, tho 
other chiefs, and a vaft concourfe of their people^ 
Our water and iky-rockets, in particular, pleafed 
and ailoniihed them beyond all conception ^ and 
the fcale was now turned in our favour^ 

This, however, feemed oply to furnifh them 
with an additional motive to proceed to frefh ex- 
ertions of their very fingular dexterity; and our 
fireworks were no fooner ended, than a fuccef- 
fion of dances began. As a prelude to them, a 
band of muiic, or chorus of eighteen men, feated 
thcmfelves before us, in the centre of the circle. 
Four or five of this band had pieces of large 
bamboo, from three to five or fix feet long ; the 
tipper end open, but the other end clofed by one 
iof the joints. With this clofe end, the perform- 
ers kept 'confiantly flriking the ground, thougii 
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flowfy, thus producing different notes> according 
to the did^erent lengths of the infiruments^ but 
1^11 of them of the hollow or bafc fort ; to coun- 
terad: which, a perfon kept ftriking quickiy, and 
with two flicks^ a piece of the fame fubftancc, fplit» 
and laid along the ground, and, by th^t means, 
liirniftiing a tone as acute, as thofe produced by 
the others were grave. The reft of the band, as 
well as thofc who performed upon the bamboos^ 
fung a lk>w and foft air, which fo tempered the 
hsaOber notes of the above inftruments, that no 
bye^ftander, however accuftomcd to hear the 
moft perfect and varied modulation of fweet 
founds, could avoid confefling the vaft power, and 
, pleafing effe^, of this fimpleharmo! y. 

Soon after they had fin i hied, nine women ex* 
bibited themfelvesi and fat down fronting thife 
but where the chief was. A man tViep rofe, and 
itruck the firft of thefe women on the 'back, with 
both fifts joined. He proceeded, in the fame 
manner to the fecond and third ; but when he 
came to the- fourth, whether from accident or 
deiign I cannot tell^ inftead of the back, he ftruck 
her on the. bread. Upon this, a perfon rofe in- 
fiantly from the crowd, who brought him to the 
ground with a blow on the head ; and he was 
carried off without the leaft noife or diforder. 
But this did not fave the other five women from 
lb odd a difcipHnc, or perhaps neceffary ceremo- 
ny; for a perfon fucceeded him, who treated 
.them in the fame manner. Their difgrace did 
not end here ; for when- they danced, they had 
the mortification to find, their performance twice 
idiftipprovcd of, and were obliged to repeat it, 

Curiofity, on both fides, being now mflficient-* 
ly gratified, by the exhibition of the various en-^ 
^tainments I have de&ribed^ I began to have 
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thne to look about me. Accordingly, next day^ 
1 took a walk into the liland of Leefooga, of 
which I was defirpus to obtain fome knowledge. 
I found it to be, in feveral refpedsi fuperior to 
Annamooka. The plantations were more nume- 
rous, and more extensive. We obferved large fpots 
covered with the paper mulberry- trees 5 and the 
plantations, in general, were well flocked witk 
fuch roots and fruits as are the natural produce 
of the illand.. To thefe I made ipixkc addition^ 
by fowing the feeds of Indian corn, melons^ 
pumpkins, and the like. 

The ifland is not above feven miles long ; and, 
in . fqme places, pot abovfj two or three broad* 
The eaft fide of it, which is expofed to the trade 
wind, has a reef, running to a conliderable 
breadth from it, on which the fca breaks with 
great violence. 

Wher^ I returned from my excurfion into the 
country, I found a large failing canoe faft to the 
Ihrp's flern. In this canoe was Latooliboula, 
whom I had feen at Tongataboo^ during my laft 
voyage j and who was then fuppofed by us to be 
the king of that ifland. He fat in the canoQj 
with all that graWty, by whieh he was fo re- 
markably diftiuguifhed ^t that time 5 nor could 
I, by any entreaties, prevail upon him now to 
come into the lliip. Many of the i (landers were 
prefent j and they all called him Arekee, which 
lignifies king, I had never heard any one of them 
give this title tq Feenou, however extenfive his 
authority over them, both here and at Anna- 
mooka, had appeared to be -, which had, all along* 
inclined me to fufped that he was not the king j 
though bis friend, Taipa, h^d taken pains, to 
make me believe he was, Feenou was on boar'^ 

r 
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my fhip at tfic fame time j but neither of tbefb 
great men took the lead notice of each other. 

In the morning of the 23d, as we ^ere going to 
immoor, in order to leave the ifland, Feenou^ and 
his prime-mi nifler, Taipa, came along-iide in a 
failing canoe^ and informed me, that they were fet- 
ting out for Vavaoo, an ifland, which they faid, 
lies about two days fail to the; northward of Ha- 
paee. The obje6fc of their voyage, they would 
have me beli^vei was to get ^ for me an addition- 
al fupply of hogs, and feme red feathered caps 
for Omai, to carry toOtaheite, where they are iu 
high efleem. Feenou affured roc, that he ihoiild 
be back in four or fi\e days 5 and defircd me not 
to fail till his.return, when, be promifed he would 
accompany me to Tongafabpo. I thbught thia 
a good opportunity to get fome knowledge of Va- 
vaoo, and propofed to him. to go thither with the 
ihips J but he feemed not to approve of the plan ; 
and, by way of diverting me from it, told me, 
that there was neither harbour nor anchorage 
about it. i therefore contented to wait, in my 
prefent flatipn^ fot his return 5 and he immedi- 
ately fet out. 

In my walk, on the 25th, I . happened to fl^ 
into a houfe, where I found a woman {having a 
child's head with a {hark*8 tooth, ftuck into the 
end ofa piece of flick. I obfcrved that ihe firft 
wetted the hair with a rag dipped in water, ap- 
plying her indrument to that part which ihe had 
previoufly foaked. The operation feemed to give 
no pain to the child; although the hair was 
taken off as clofe as if one of our razors had been 
employed. Encouraged by what I now faw, I 
foon after tried one of thofe iingular inftruments 
upon myfalf^ and found it to be an tuceMent /ucce^ 

daiuumm 
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Janmm. However^ the men of thefe idands have 
recour(e to another contrivance when they (have 
their beards. The operation is performed with 
two Ibelis ; one of which they place under a fmall 
part of the beard> and with the otheF> applied 
abovCj they fcrape that part pfF. In this manner 
they are able to Ihave very clofe. The procefa is, 
indeed, rather tedious, but not painful; and 
there are men amongft them, who feem to profefg 
this trade.* It was as common, while we were 
here, to fee our failors go ^fhore to have theit 
beards fcraped off, after the failiion of Hapaee^ 
as it was to fee their chiefs come oh board to b^ 
ihaved by oUr barbers. 

Finding that little or nothing of the produce 
of the ifland was now brought to the fliips, I re« 
folved to change our ftation, and in the afternoon 
of the 26th of Mayy I hauled into a bay that lieg 
between the fouth end of Lefooga, and t)ie north 
end of Hoolaiva, and there anchored. 

Near the fouth end of the Illand of Lefoogat 
we met with an artificial mount. From the fize 
of fome trees that were growing upon it, and 
from other appearances, I gueffcd that it had 
been raifed in remote times. I judged it to be 
about forty feet high ; and the diameter of it;^ 
facomit raeafured fifty feet. At the bottom of 
this mount dood a fione, which muft have been 
hewn off coral rock. It was four feet broad, 
two and a half thick, and fourteen high ; and 
we were told by the natives prefent, that not 
above half its length appeared above ground. 
They called it Tangata Arekee *} and faid, that 
it had been fet up, and the mount raifed> by fome 

* Tailgate, \a their lasguage^ is man j Arekee, king. 
1 - ef 
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of their forefathers^ in tnetaory of one of their 
Idngs; but how long fince they^ouW not tell. 

Abont noon> a large failing canoe came under 
our ftern, in which was a perfon named Futta- . 
faihe,.or Poulaho, or both; who, as the natives 
then on board told us, was king of Tangataboo, 
and of aU the neighbouring iflands. It being 
my intereil, as well as my inclination,' to pay 
€Ourt to all the great men, without nlaking en- 
quiry into the validity of their aflumed titles, I 
invited Poulaho on board ; he brought with him> 
as .a prefent, two fat hogs, though not fo fat as 
himfelf. If weight of body could give weight 
in rank or power, he was certainly the moft emi- 
nent naan, in that refpe6t, we had feen. I found 
him to be a fedate, fenfible man. He viewed the 
ihip, and the feveral new objeds, with unconrimon 
attention ; and alked many pertinent queflions j 
one of which was : What could induce us to vifit 
thefe iflands ? After he had fatisfied his curiofity 
in looking at the cattle, and other novelties which 
he met with upon deck, I defired him to walk 
down into the cabin. To this his attendants ob- 
je6ted, faying, that if lie were to accept of that 
invitation, it moft happen, that people would 
walk over his head 5 but the chief, himfelf lefs 
fcrupulous, in this refpeft, than his attendants, 
waved all ceremony, and walked down. 

Poulaho fat down with us to dinner > but he 
ate little, and drank lef». When we rofe from 
the table; he defired me to accompany him aihore. 
I attended thp chief in my owti boat, having firft 
made prefents to him of fuch articles as, I could 
obfervc, he valued much, and were even beyond 
his expectation to receive. I was not dlfappoint- 
cd in my view of thus fecuring fais friendihip f 

for 
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for the moment the boat reached the beacb^ he 
ordered two motgi hogs to be brought, and de- 
livered to my people. He was then carried out 
of the boat, by fome. of his own people, upon 4 
board refembiing a hand-barrow, and went^nil 
feated himfelf in a fmall houfe near the ihbrei 
which feemed to have been erefted there for his 
accommodation. He placed me at his^ej ancl 
his attendants feated themrelvesiAHrfemicircl^ 
before us, on the outiide of the houie. Behind 
the chief, or rather on one fide, fat an old wq« 
man, with a fort of fan in her hand, whofe offiqe 
it was, to prevent his being peilered with thiq 

1 ilaid till feveral of his attendants left him, 
firH paying him obeifance, by bowing the hand 
down to the fole of his foot, and touching o;: 
tapping the fame, with the upper and under iide 
of the lingers of both hands. Others,, who wor» 
not in the circle, came, as it feemed, on purpofe^ 
and paid him this markof refped, and then re- 
tired, without fpeaking a word. I was quit^ 
charmed with the decorum that was obferved. 
I had no where feen the like, not even among^ 
more civilized nations. 

Poulaho, the king, as I ihall now c^ll him, 
came on board betimes n^xt morning; an^ 
brought, as a prefent to mq, oner of their caps^ 
made, or at lead covered, with red feathers* 
Thefe caps, or rather bonnets, are compofed of 
the Uvl feathers of the trQpi^ bird, with the red 
feathers of the parroquets wrought upon them, 
or jointly with them. They are made fo as to 
tie upon the forehead without any crown, and 
have the form of a femicircle» whofe radiua it 
eighteen or twenty iachts. 
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"- At day-break, the next ^jnorning, I weighed 
jvvith a ilne breeze, and ftood to the weftward, 
with a view to return to Annamooka. We were 
'foUmvcd by feveral failing canoes, in one of 
'V'hidi was the king. He quilted us in a ihort time, 
but left his brother, and five of his attendants 
on board. We hadalfo the company of a chief, 
j.ufl then arrived from Tongataboo, whofe name 
^as Tooboueitoa. The moment he arrived, he 
'feiit h'is canoe away, and declared that he and 
^fiie more, who came. with him, wotild fleep on 
'board ; fo that I had now my cabin filled with 
Vifirers.' They brought plenty of pro\ifions with 
theui/ foi' which they always had luitable returns. 
In our courfe the lliip was very near running 
fall upon a low, fandy ille, called Pootoo. It hap- 
pened, rery fortunately, that the people had jnft 
^before been ordered iipoti deck, to put the fhip 
"about, fo that the necelfary movetnents were exe- 
'Ciited with judgment and alertnefs -, and this 
alone fa ved us from dcf^ruftion. The Difcoveiy 
'beitig.^ftern, was out of danger. Such hazard- 
pus ntuations are the unavoidable companions of 
the man who goes upon a voyage of difcovery. 

This circumftance frightened our palfengers fo 
much, that they expreifed a ftrong defire to get 
alhore.. Accordingly, as foon as day-light re- 
turned, I hoifted out a boat^ and ordered the of- 
.iicer who commanded her, after landing them at 
Kotoo, to found along the reef for anchorage. 

Having met with a convenient ftation, we lay- 
here until the'4th, when w^ weig^icd, arid ilood 
^way for Annamooka, where we anchored next 
'morning. • 

I went on ihope foon after, and found the in- 
tgbitaaui very bufy in digging up yams, to bring 

fo 
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to market. Thefe were now in the greatcft per- 
fcftion j and we procured a good quantity, in cx- 
chn n ges for pieces of i ron . 

About noon, next day, Feenoii arrived from' 
Vavaoo. He told us that feveral canoes, ladi?ii 
-with hogs, and other providons, which had failed, 
\rith him from that ifland, bad been loft, owing 
to the late blowing weather ; and that every bo-, 
dy on board them had perilhed. This melanclio- 
ly tale did not feero to affVft any of his country- 
men who heard it j and, as to ourfelves, we were, 
by this time, too well acquainted with his cha- 
ra^er, to give much credit to luch a ftory. . The 
following morning, Pbulaho, and the other 
chiefs, who had been wind-bound with him, ar- 
rived. I happened at this time to be alhore, in 
company with Feeuou -, who now feeraed to be 
fenlible of the impropriety of his conduft, in af- 
fuming a charader that did not belong to him. 
For he not only acknowledged Poulaho to be 
king of Tongataboo, and the other iiles, but af- 
fected to iniift much on it, which, no doubt, was 
with a view to make amends for bis former pre- 
fumption. I left him, to vifit this greater man, 
whom I found fitting with a few people before 
him. But, every one haftening to pay court to 
him, the circle increafed pretty faft^ I was very 
deHrous of obferving Feeuou's behaviour on this 
Qccafion^ and had the moft convincing proof 
of his inferiority ; for he placed himfelf amongft 
the reft that faf before Poulaho, as attendants on 
his majefty. Both he and Poulaho went on 
board with me tp dinnej ; but only the latter fat 
at table. Feenou, having made his obeifance ia 
the ufual way, faluting his foyereign's foot with 
bii head and hand«. retired out of the cabin, 
G'2 ' ' ' * The 
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The king had before told ns that this would hap- 
pen 5 and; it now appeared, that Fecnou could 
not even eat or drink in his royal prefence. 

At eight o'clock nc3^t morning, we fteered for 
Tongataboo, having a gentle breeze at north- 
fSaft. About, fourteen or fifteen failing veflels, 
belonging to the natives, fet out with us ; but 
ev^ one of them outran the {hips confiderably. 
To thq afternoon of next day, we came to aa an- 
chor off that ifland, in a fafe ftation. 

Soon after, I landed, accompanied by Omai> 
and fome of the officers. We found the king 
Raiting for us upon the beach. He immediate- 
ly condoded us to a imall neat houfe, iituated a 
little within the fkirts of the woods, with a fine 
Targe area before it. This houfe, he told me, 
<iras at my fervice, during our ftay at the ifland ; 
and a better fituation we could not wifh for. 

We had not been long in the houfe, before a 
pretty laVge<:ircle of the natives were alTembled 
before us, and feated upon the area. A root of the 
kava plant being brojught and laid down, before 
the king, he ordered it to be 1^)11 1 into pieces, 
and diftributed to feveral people of both fexes, 
. "^ho began the operation of chewing it; and a 
bowl of their favourite liquor was foon prepared, 
ih the mean time, a baked hog, and two bnlkets 
of baked yams were produced, and afterwards 
divided into ten portions. Thefe portions were 
then given to certain people prefent ; but how 
itaany were to ihare in each I could not tell. 
The liquor was next ferved out, but, 1 obfefved, 
that not a fourth part of the company had tailed 
either the viAuals or the drink. 

As I intended to make fome fiay at Tongata- 
boo, we pitched a tent, in the forenoon, juft by 

the 
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tl:»c houfe which Poulaho had afligned for our 
ufe. The horfes, cattle, and ihecp, were after- 
wards landed, and a party of marines, with their 
officer, ilationed there as a guard. The obfer- 
vatory W;as then fet up, at a Imall diftance from 
the other tent ; and Mr. King refided on fhore, 
to attend the obfervations. The gunne.rs were 
ordered to condu6t the traffic with the natives, 
who thronged from every part. of the ifland, with 
hogs, yams, cocoa-nuts, and other articles of their 
produce. In a fhort tihie, our land pod was like 
a fair, and the Ihips were fo crowded with vi- 
liters, that we had hardly room to ftir .upou the 
decks. 

Feenoa had taken up his refidence in our 
neighbourhood -, but he was no longer the lead- 
ing man. However, we fti)! found him to be a 
perfoa of confequence, and we had daily proofo 
of his opulence and liberality, by the continu- 
ance of his valuable prefents., . Bi^t the Jciiig was 
equally attentive, in this rel'ped ; for fcarcely a 
4ay pafled, without receiving, from him fome 
cpnC}^X3hl^ d9j}ation, . J^'^g nqw heard, that 
there were other great nien of the ifland, whom, 
^.^dnq^^asjret^een. -Ougo-and Tpobou,. in 
parUK;ul%]|^.menj^loned a perfoo. named Mareewa- 
gee, wboy th^x (^^^» was of the firft confeqiience in 
the |?X^C,^ §^^ o^ tJie n^-f i vtjs even hiuted, that 
hey^as too great a man tojconjfer the hcfnour of a.^ 
vijit ujgon.us; , This account excitipg ipy curio fi-' 
ty/l mentioned to Poiihibo, that I was verv defir^^ 
oiukpf :jv«iting wpon Maree wa^(?*/.[ ^rid . he *rea-^ 
cjjni^ sfgreed.to accoqapqnjc roe.to.t^ij plaop oj^ hiijf^. 
rjdidcnce ; but we di4; noi;.;find; hiin' at. j^Qi^ie^ , . . ^ 
" Ahojat.noon the ,^ext,^4/, .tbi? chj^a^ually, 
camera the ncighb'q^rhoQ^ pff)m;]goftJ)n Qiorci^ 



atid v^lih hhn, a very cohrfiderablc number df peo- 
ple of all ranks. I wiis informed that be had 
tiiken this trouble, on piirpofe to give me an op- 
portunity of waiting upon him. In the after- 
noon, a party of us, therefore, accompanied by 
Feenou, landed^to pay him a vilit. Wc Found a 
perfdn fifting under a larg^ tree, near the fliore, 
a little to the tight of the tent. A piete of cloth, 
at leaft forty yards long> was fpread before him, 
rOund 'which a great number of perfowr of both 
Ife^tcs were feated. It was natural to fdppofe that 
this was the great man ; btit We were undeceived 
by Feenou 5 'tvho informed tis, that lahothfer, wha 
fat on a piece of mat, a little way from this 
chifef, to the right hi^nd, was Mareewagee, who 
received us very kindly, and defired lis to fit down 
By him. The pcrfoh.'who fat ander the tree, 
Anting us, wa^ called -Toobou. Both he and 
Mareewagee had a vt^htrable appfearancc. The 
latter is a flendcr m^iirand from his appeafrancfc 
/cems to be confiderabfy abovtf three'-fcore years* 
of agt;. The fortncr i's rathef corptrierft, ami Hi- ' 
moft blind with ii.diferder inhiseySs; tb^UjrtT 
not fo old, <«:l t-' . . L , Tv> i..-Vi./* 

'We entertained ^Kbrftfcrr abodt aft houri'S^Hth 
the performance of' two Frendi''h8rty^^kna*''a 
drum. But they fecmed moft pliafed' ^^fth' fhd 
firing bffa piftal, whictf Captain Clerke^^Kfcllh' 
his pocket. Before I took my'l^iv^ 41ifc'Ta¥g^ 
pitsce of cloth wis rolled u|>, and VitK'U f6W W'' 
cl:fe-nuts,prefeitedtome. :-f: • r- .j 

*ybward nbo^itoulaho returti^fl fi^olt^ ttffe i^?^' 
Vrticrt) we ksA Irft him twcf days before, afia ' 
brougK'Whl^ ;H!m hiistoh; ajbuthabtiut twtW 
yfears of ajfe; 1 had "his cQmpa/i;^kt dinner ; but 
tie fail/ tttfSMi^^eteit* 'W»')m^liiaiMt'\a'6t 

*'•*•• ' , * dowa 



db-wTi ttrith liim. It was very convenient to have 
him for my gueft. For, when he was prefent, 
which was generally the cafe while we (laid here, 
every other nativd was excluded from the table j 
and but few of them would remain in the cabin. 
The king was very foon reconciled to our manner 
of cookery. But ftill, I believe he dined thus 
frequently with me, more for the fake of what 
we gave him to drink, than for what we fet be- 
fore him to eat. For he had taken a liking to 
car wine, could empty his bottle as well as mod 
men, and was as cheerful over it. 

Having vifited Toobou, and interchanged prc- 
ibnts with him, foon after, Feenou came and ac- 
quainted me that young Fattafaihe, Poulahb's 
ion, deiired to fee me. I obeyed the fiimmons, 
and found the prince and Omai fitting under a 
Ifltrgc canopy of the finer fort of cloth, witft a 
jnece of the ooarfer fort fpread under them and* 
before therti, that was feventy-lix yalrds long,' 
afed feveh ahd a half IbrQad. On '6pt Me v^as a 
hn^e,' old boar ; mA on the othie^ iide a heap of 
cocoa-nuts. A number of peop-le were feat^' 
rcWnS thfetloth-,' and ara6ngft thdtti'I bbferffed 
^^refewageci and A&iei's of the-firft^i^a'Al^i 1 Was"- 
4kfirc«"ttl 'fit^biirn by the- jpiriii^v ^*' thafi' 
&iiiai lhfdmM'm&, that he hadblen ttlfltuaed* 
by^tlic kifig i»"tMlme,' that as Ifc "klid I wer^' 
friind8;ife>b|)e^'thttt his fon might be joined in 
Ais friendiJiipV a^ that -as a token tif my con- 
ifeht, I ^dttid accept of his preffent. i 'vtry ifeftJ-' 
dflyagftcd to the propofal; and it biflng nb\*J 
dinner-time, I invited them all an boiitdv' - ' - '* 
■ AiCTSordiogiy, the young" princt, MalNsewagfee,; 
To6b6U, three' or four inferior chiefs j and tV^ 
jefppftablc old ladics> of the firit raiilc> IH^cmpi^' 
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Died me. Marecwagee was jdreflfed in a new 
piece of cloth, on the Ikirts of which were fixed, 
fix pretty large patches^ of red feathers. This 
drefs feemed to have been n^de on purpofe for 
this viiit ; for as toon as he bad got ou boards he 
put it offaad prefented it to me. Every one of 
my vi (iters received from roe Aich prefcnts as, I 
had reafon to believe, they were highly fatisiied 
with. When dinner came upon table, not one 
of them would fit down, or eat a bit of any thing 
that was ferved up. On expreding my furprifc 
at this, they were all taboo, as they faid 5 which 
word has a very comprehenfive meaning ; but in 
general fignifies that a thing is forbidden. Din- 
ncr.being over, and having gratified their curiofi- 
ty, by {hewing to them every part of the fhip, I 
then conduced them aihore. - 

As fpou as the boat reached the beach, Feenou, 
and forae otikerrSy inftantly fiepped out. Young 
IFattafaihc following them> was called back by-- 
Mareewagee, vi^hp now p^id the heir apparent 
the fame obeifatMze, andiiiv the fame manner^ ^lat 
(h^d fopn it paid to the king. ...:c3 

' ^yikh tJiRPij had.?iqquired. fome; perfaip X«-i 
fprmaiioivftbout.the relative. iljAaatipns. of the for. 
^^al ^eat m»sh whoTe^namesr^^^e^eo^fojoftexi; 
ryie^Mopfi^ ..,.,! now kn^w.^b^^t^Bi^SSTOgre' a^^if 
Teobop were brothers. , Fee^ifiurw^^ 4»n^,joj^MaT. 
M^eifvagee's fons^ and Toobau§^tQ^;>^ aiiotiier;^ 

..Qn ^tbe.lfith in tbexnorrxii»g^.Mr;.^r^ Jf^d. Ij 
took a-.w^alk into the country j in the qpurfe of 
H^ijx^h, .npjtbing. remarkable appeared, . but owr. 
having opportunities of feeing th^ whole pfoccfs^ 
o^,;naking,,^tlVf :}^bic)i is .the principal n^anu- 
tk^ure o£ thefe iflaadsj,as well as of many otbi^ra* 

This 



CAM^AtK took. (Jg 

This is performed in -the following manner* 
The rtianufadurers, who are females, take the 
ilender ftalks, or trunks of the paper-mulberry, 
which they cultivate for that putpofe, and which 
feldora grows more than fix or fcven feet in height, 
atkl about four fingers in thicknefs. From thefe 
they ftrip the bark, and fcrape off the outer rind 
with a mufcle-lhell. -The bark is then rolled up, 
to deflroy the convexity which it had round the 
f^lk^ and macerated in water for fome time. 
After this, it is laid acrols the trunk of a fmall 
tree, fquared, and beaten with a fquared wooden 
ihllroment, about a foot long, full of coarfe 
grooves on all fides; but fometimes with one 
dbat is plain. According to the fiz<e of the bark, 
a piece is foon produced $ but the operation is 
often repeated by another hand, or it is folded fe- 
veraltlmes and beat longer, which feems rather in- 
landed to clofe, than to divide its texture. When 
this is fufficiently eflfefted, it is fpread out to dry j 
the pieces being from four to fix, or more, feet 
in length, and half as broad. They aVe then given 
to another perfon, who joins the pieced, by I'mear- 
iiig part of them over with the vifcous juice of a 
berry, called tooo, which ferves as a glue. Hov- 
jDg been th\is lengthened, thtey zYt laid over a 
large piece of wood, with a kind of ftarnp, made 
df a fibrous fubftarice, pret;ty clolely interwoven, 
placed beneath. They then take a bit of cloth, 
and dip it in a juice expreffed from the bark 
of a tree called kokka, which tney tub brilkly 
upon the piece that is making. This at once 
l^ves a dull brown colour, and a dry glofs upon 
its furface. In this manner they proceed, join- 
ing and ftaining by degrees, till they produce a 

piec" 
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pi tee of cloth, ©ff ucb length and breadth ^ the7 
want 5 generajly^ leaving a border of a foot broad 
at the fides, and longer at the ends, unfiained. 
Throughout the whole,, if any parts of the ori- 
ginal pieces are too thin, or have holes, which 
ift often the cafe, rthey glue fpare bits upon 
thera, till they become of an equal thicknefs. 
Wheti. they want to produce a black colour, they 
Ojix the foot procured from an oily nut, called 
dooedooe, with the juice of the kokka, in differ- 
ent quantities, according to the propofed depth 
of the tinge. 

Next day was fixed upon by Maree.wagee for 
giving a grand haiva, or entertainment, to which 
we were, all. inyited. For this purpofe a large 
fpace had been cleared, before the temporary hut 
of this chief, near our pofl, as an area where the 
performances were to be exhibited. In the morn- 
ing, great multitudes of the natives came in from 
the country, every one carrying a pole, about fix 
feet long, upon his fhoulder ; and at each end of 
every pole a yam was fufpended. Thefe yams 
and poles were depoiited on each fide of the area, 
fo as to form two large heaps, decorated with dif- 
ferent forts of fmall fifh, and piled up to th« 
greatefl advantage. They were Aareewagee's 
prefent to Captain Gierke and me. 

livery thing being thus prepared, about eleven 
o'clock they began to exhibit various dances, 
which they call mai. The mufic confifted, at firfl, 
of feventy men as a chorus, who fat down 5 and 
amidft them were placed three inflruments, which 
we called drums, from their efFed. The natives 
call them naffa. Thefe inflruments produce a 
rude, tliough loud and powerfi^l found. ,, 

The 
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The firft dance confifted of four ranks, of 
twenty-four men each, holding in their hands a 
little, thih, light, wooden inftrument, about t\Vo 
feet long, and in ihapc^not unlike a fmall oblong 
paddle. With thefe, which are called pagge, 
they made a great many different motions ; all 
which were accompanied by correfponding atti- 
tudes of the body. Their motions were at firfi: 
flow, but quickened as the drums beat falter 5 
and they recited fentences, in a mufical tone, the 
whole time, which Were anlwered by the chorus j 
but at the end of a' (hort fpace they all joined, 
and finifhed with a (hout j then the rear rank di- 
viding, ihifted themfelves very flowly round each 
end, and meeting in the front, formed the firft 
rank; the w'hole number continuing to recite 
the fentences as before. The other ranks did'thc 
fame fucceflively, till that, which at firft was the 
•front, became the rear ; and their evolution con- 
tinued in the fame manner, till the laft rank re- 
'gained its firft fituation. They then began a 
much quicker dance, though flow at firft, and 
'fung about ten mi mites, when the whole body 
divided into two parts, retreated a little, and then 
app''oached, fonning a fort of circular figure, 
which finished the dance. 

•In a Ihort time, -feventy men fat down as a 
chorus to another dance. This confifted of two 
ranks, of fixteen perfons each, with young Tog- 
boa at their head. Thefe danced, fung, and 
twirled the pagge as before ; but, in general, 
much quicker. A motion that met with parti- 
cular approbation, was one in which they held 
the face afide, as if afhamed. The back rank; 
clofed before the front one, and that again re- 
fumcd its place^ as in the two former dances. ' 
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that inftaQt, two men entered veij haftUy/and 
exerciied the clubs which they ufe in battlo. 
They did this, by firH twirling them in their 
hands, and making circular ilrokes before them, 
vith great force and quicknefs; but fo ikilfully 
managed, that, though Handing quite clofe» they 
never interfered. To them fucceedcd a perfon 
with a fpear, in the fame hady manner ; looking 
about eagerly, as if in fearch of fomebody to 
throw it at. He then ran hailily to one fide of 
the crowd in the front, and put himfelf in a 
threatening attitude, as if he meant toftrike with 
his fpear at one of them, bending the knee a lit- 
tle, and trembling, as it were with rage. He 
continued in this manner only a few feconds, 
when he moved to the other fide, and having 
itood in the fame pollure there, for the fame ihovt 
time, retreated from the ground, as fail as when 
he made his appearance i and various other evo- 
lutions were performed with much adroitnefa. 

Theie dances lailed from eleven till near three 
o'clock; ai^d though they were, doubtlefs, intend- 
ed to iliew us a fpecimen of their dexterity, vaflf 
numbers of their own people attended as ipeda- 
tors. Some of us computed that there were not 
lets than ten or twelve thoufand within the corar 
pafs of a quarter of a mile, drawn togetheri.for 
the mod: part, by m^rc curiofity. 

No pen c^n defcribe the numeroui adiooa and 
jmotions» the Angularity of which was not greater 
than waf the eafe and gracefulnefs wttl) whictt 
they were performed } and the whole was con* 
du6^ed with far better order than could havebcea. 
expeded in fo large an aflembly* 

Early in the morning of the 18th, an accident 

^PJ^e^pd th^t firongly marked one of tfaefr c^f<- 

X toma. 
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teen. A roan got oot of a canoe into the quartcf 
gallery of the Befolution, and ftole from theuce ^ 
pcMTter bafon. He was difcovered, purfued> and 
brought along*fide the ihip. On this occaiion^ 
three old women, who were in the canoe> made 
loud lamentations over the prifoner, beating their 
breaAs and faces in a moH violent manner 3 and 
all this was done without fhedding a tear. 

This day, I beitowed on Mareewagee fome 
preieots, in return for thofe we had received ixoiu 
bim the day before'; and as the entertainments, 
which he had then esdiibited for^ur amufement* 
Oilled upon us to make fome exhibition in our 
way, I ordered a party of marines to go through 
tbdr exercife, on the fpot where his dances had 
been performed j and in the evening* played otf 
ibnie ^eni'orks at the lame place. Foulaho, with 
all the principal chiefs, and a great number of 
people of all denominations were preient. Th^ 
platoon firing, which was executed tolerably well, 
Secnaed to give them pleafure ; but they were loft 
in aftoniihment when they beheld our water rco 
keu. 

In expe^tion of this evening fhow» the circle 
of natives about our tent being pretty large, they 
engaged the greateft part of the afternoon, in 
boxing and \iTeiiling. When any of them 
ciiufes to wredle, he gets up from one fide of the 
ring, and croifes the ground in a fort of meafured 
pace, clapping fmartly on the elbow joint of one 
arm, which is bent, and produces a hoUow 
founds that is reckoned the challenge. If uq 
perfon comes out from the oppoiite fide to eu- 
gage him, he returns in the fame manner and fitft 
down ; but fometimes fiands clapping in thfi 
xoidfl of the ground, to proyoke fome one to coo* 

Vol. VIL H 01 
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oat. If an opponent appears, ihey come toge* 
ther with marks of the greateft good-namre, ge- 
nerally fmiling and taking time to'adjuft the 
piece of cloth which is fattened round the wallL 
Their combats feldom laft long before one gives 
in. Some of our people ventured to' contend 
\vith the natives in both theie exercifes j but were 
always worfted. 

The animals which we had brought were all oa 
^ore. Knowing their thievi/h difpoiition, I 
thought 1/ pradent to declare my intention of 
4eaving fomc of them behind, and even to make 
a diftribution of them previoufly to my departure. 

With this view, in the evening of the 19th, I 
aflembled all the chiefs before our houfe, and my 
intended priefcnts to theni were marked out.- To 
Toulaho, the king, I gave a young Englifli bull 
iandcow; to Mareewagee, a Cape ram and two 
ewes 5 and to Feenou, a horfe and a mare. As 
my defign,. to make fuch a diftribution, had 
been made known the day before, moft of 
the people in the neighbourhood were then prc- 
fent. I inftru6ked Omai to tell them that there 
were no fuch animals within many months fail 
of their ifland ; that we had brought them, for 
their ufe, from that i'mmenfe diibnce, at a vaft 
trouble and expence j that therefore they muftbc 
careful not to kill any of them till they had mol- 
tiplied to a numerous race 5 and laftly, that they 
and their children ought to remember that they 
liad received them from the men of Britain. He ' 
«hb explained to them their feveral ufes, and 
what elfe was neceflfary for them to know, or fa- 
rther as far as he knew ; for Omai was not very 
Wellverfed in fuch things himfelf. 

Next <iay 1 ^liiied alhoie. The king fat down 

with 
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^tb Vifi ; but be neither ate nor drank. I found 
tbat this was owjng to the piel'ence of a female, 
irhoip, as we afterward iinderftood, hadYuperior 
iai>k to himfeif; As foon as this great perlonage 
bad dined, ihe ftepped up to the king, who put. 
bis bands to her feqt 5 and then ilie retired. He 
immediately dipped his fingers into a gJafs of 
wine, and then received the obeifance of all her 
followers. This was the lingle inltnnc e we ever 
obfexred of his paying this mark of reverence to 
•ny perfon. At the king's deiire, I ordered fome 
fireworks to be played olF in the evening; but. 
HDfortunate^y being damaged, this exhibition did 
not anfwer cype6tation. 

As no more entertainments were to be expect- 
ed on either iide, and the curiofity;6f the popu-. 
lace was, by this time, pretty well fatisfied, moft 
of them left us. We flill, however, had thieves 
about us J and encouraged by the negligence of 
our own people, we had continual, ioflances of 
their depredations. 

Some of the officers, belonging to both fhips, 
who bad made an excurfion into the interior 
parts of the ifland, without my leave,' and indeed 
without my knowledge, returned this evening, af- 
ter an abience of two days. They bad taken with 
tbem their muikets, with the necefTary ammuni- 
tion, and fcveral fmall articles of the favourite 
commodities ; all which the natives had the dex- 
terity to fteal from them, in the courfe of their 
expedition. Feenou and Poulaho, upon this oc- 
caiion, very juflly obferved, that, }f any of my 
pcc^)e, at any time, wanted to go iptqthe country, 
tbcy ought to be acquainted with it j in which 
cafe they would fend proper perlbns along with 
II1SI&5 and then they would be anfwerable for 
Ha the 
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tbeir fdfcty. Though I gave myfelF no trboWft 
about the recovery of- the things ilolen upon thin 
occafion^ mod of them, through Feenou*s inter* 
portion, were recovered j except one mulket ^nd 
a few other articles of inferior value. 

We bad now recruited the Ihips with wood 
and water, and had finiflied the repairs of tfur 
fails. However, as an eclipfe of the fun was ta 
happen upon the 5th of July, and it was now the 
25th of June, I refolved to defer failing til) that 
time had elapfed, in order to have a chance of 
obferving it. 

Having therefore fome da3rs of Icifure before 
me, a party of us, accompanied by Ppulaho, fet 
out early next morning, in a boat, for Mooa, the 
village where he and the other great men ufaai- 
ly refide. As we rowed, up the inlet, we met 
fourteen canoes filhing in company; in one of 
which was Poulaho*s fon. In each canoe was a 
tfiangukr net, extendi between twq poles j' at 
the lower end of which was a cod to receive and 
fecure the fifti. They had already caught fome 
fine mullets ; and they put about a doren into 
our boat. I defired to fee their method of filh- 
ing; which they readily compiled with. A ftioal 
of fifli was fappofed to be upon one of the banks, 
which they inftantJy inclofed in a long net like a 
feine, or fet-net.. This the fifhers, one getting 
into the water out of each boat, furrbunded with 
the triangular nets in their hands, with which 
they fcooped the fifh out of the feine, or caught 
them as they Attempted to leap over it. 

Leaving the^ prince and his fifhing pprty, We 
proceeded to the bottom of the bay. Here ^ 
obferved a fi-ataoka, or burying place, which Wa» 
much more extentive, and fcemingly of nioire 
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•onfequence, <han any we had feen at the other 
iilands. We were told that it belonged to the 
king. It confiftcd of three pretty large houles, 
fituBted upon a ri(ing ground, with a fmall one 
sit a diiiance, all ranged longitudinally. They 
were covered and paved with fine pebbles, and 
the whole wa» inclofcd by large flat ftones of 
hard coral rock, properly hewn, placed on their 
edges J one of which ftone? meafured twelve feet 
in length, two in breadth, and above one in thick- 
BeA* Within one of thcfc houfes were 
two rude wooden bufts of men. On enquiring 
vbat thefc i ranges w^re intended for, we were 
told they were merely meniorials of fome chiefs . 
vbohad been buried thdre^and not tberepMrefcnt- 
ations of. any deity. In one of them was the 
carved head of an Otaheitean canoe, which- 
bad been driven aibore on their ooail* .^nd depo«: 
fited here. -.ynnnH .-'in. - • • 

• After we had rcfrefhed ourfelvetf, -^421 ni^dj^aiij 
c^fWjrftpQ into the country, ati^xi^ ikiyjl^rS^ 
^c king's minifters. Our traiit yvM Ji>ft^;g^e^l»[ 
as he would not fuffer the rabbW tQr(foiloWrq»ti 
He alio obliged al] thgfe whomf^§'jirig^{^tp{^T:t3l8tl 
prpgr^ft, to fU dowct.tiU we,lwi^ pi^pedJl-.JWJUtol 
h «'*nark of refpea:<JW5 ©el»::Hi iteiCrf^v^Wgl^lq 
By for thegreatett.p^j^t Qf Jthe qo\it)W*W^,0^ltiTJ 
^stted, . and .planted wkh<^.Viarioiv» forM^ of prodaO' 
tJon.fi.. -There/s^eiicWpy^ Wbli« anci .wgll-feajiait; 
roadB, rand abufndaDce' of/ footMpatbft(le$4}Qg^itO| 
every part qf the ifl?.gde It isifgoa^rkable tliai- 
wben,.we w^e ftni^bi^iWQft^l^vj»ted*p^ts^at leaft 
a htti|dfe4f|pet above^ihf^ level ^f the^fea^. w^ ofn 
t^p.q9^t yrith,k^:^sffl^ cpyalrpAk^M^Jvieh is .found, 
at ibeihdre^^. a^jd^y^tt-t-hefeiVoryifpioitS) witbhftrdT^ 

. »v H 3 * 
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ant vegetation. We faw fotnt fpfings, but tb« 
water was either (linking or brackifh. 

When we returned from oar walk, which wa4 
not till the duikof the evening, oUr fupper Wat 
ready. It con filled of a baked hog, fqme fifli» 
and yams, all excellently we^l cooked, after the 
method of thele illands. As thes'e was nothing 
to amufe us after fnpper, \ve followed the cul^om 
of the country, and lay down t6 fleep, our beds 
being mats fpread upon the floof, and cloth to 
cover us. The king, who had made himfelf vfciy 
happy with fome wine ^tid hi-andy which we had 
brought, flept in the fMne holife, §6 well as feve* 
rftl others? of the natives. 

Early nt%t morning, they began to prepare 9l 
bowl <if kava. We had feen the dridsking of this 
liquor fonnetimes at the ©titer iilaftds; but by ftd 
railing fo'frequetitly as here, wheiis it feem.^ to btt 
the only forenoon employment of the |>1'incipal 
pftOpfei "Tilfe'k^vn is a fpeciee of pepper, whtch 
thfeyj0Q>lttv«af« fbr this purpofe, attd efteem it a vin-'' 
lubbl<S:afFt4tl©. It feldom grows to more Xhkn *' 
matiVhcijgbfe^ Ub^^uches confiderablyj with Iftrge 
11H»tqfll?6l^lr!fea¥fes, and jointed ftalku. The'foot 
ill^feivvbul^j^ft tefrt iS uftdv fheyUredkUift 
pfewjTfcf^'pa'thfe ftfrt bS with a fhell, and th*i|^ 
C2*^h^bogi«5-^d.ttSfe^hi^^i«ftioh, Which he f^ili 
intoIfi'pJaWyft* WA >.Thtf;|j^rfoft who is to pte^ 
I»^ebe^lft)Yicir; c^itea* sll tlfelfe wfotithfAls, aiitdi* 
pittltyem^intba large vf^oden dtlh ot boWl, ftdd*' 
iftg as mu<ih waief a* will mdk6 it tff a propcf 
iUength.. 'tt'U theft Well toixeU up with hatids j 
arid ftmioloofe'tftii?fl?,'6f' wfcch mat* aWmid6> U 
thrdWU ipeift the Aiflfieifef,-^ T^imki^diAXe'^SSat 
of tbl*' beverages is liftt p^rc^piiblft on thefcpto^ 
irl!0iWhbui^itlbft«^ftlt]n ii^i^oAfyA»0£imBi 
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who TCDtatTed to try it, though fo nadily prepar* 
ed, it had the faine power as fpirits have in intoxi*- 
cating them -, or rather, it produced that kind of 
Bupefadton, which >iB the confequence of u(ing 
opiuoiyorbther fubftances of that kind. I have feeil 
4hem drink it feven times before no<m, yet it is fo 
difagreeabl^, or at leafl fecma fo, that the greateil 
part of tbeni cannot fwallow it without making 
wry fac«$i and fhuddering afterward. 

When we got on board the (hip, I found that 
Wery thing had been quiet dtiring my abfence* 
not a th^il having been committed ; of which 
Feenou and Futra^ihe, the king's brothel, who 
liad undertaknTthe management of his country- 
men, boaiied not a 'little. This (hews what 
power the chiefs have, when they have the will to 
execute it; which we were feldom to exped, 
fince whatever was flolen from us gtinerally^ if 
tiot always, was conveyed to them. 

The good condud: of the natives was of fliort 
darlition ', for the nekt day fix or eight of them 
4ifiaalted fome of our people who were fawing 
pianks. Thcnr were fired upon by the fentry; 
4ind one was iuppofbd to^be wounded, and three 
tothets takcfn. Thefe I kept confined all nighty 
9ad did not diiifiiirft:^thdin'wi;fh0ot puhi(hmeAt« 
:Aft6r thiSftheyUehav^ with «i little more cif- 
tonQipe£Uon,«nd {[avoids ibancb lefs trouble. Thik 
cbdngc.bf befaaAtiow wai oertftinty bercaitoaed by 
'tfao «iiiaq::'bein|g^%rounded r '^fdr liefbK they hii 
ulilyi'faeen loUl.itdie' isfiBBrof l^d^am^ but now 
ib^diBsiiHoXixU' "I "••'-'•• •'"*. •'. -•^-" .'>'•;""• 

On. the 30th I viiited{!.Fatte^ibe; \irher«^ 
f^ent the Bijfjbtij "bttt wewewB a godd^dftalldif- 
.turbed by i ihigaiariitltancfenof luxnry^ in which 
•^r priindpaLiani mdul^'UIemftlvei^' Ihat^ 
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being beat while they are aileep. Two worriai' 
fat by Futtafaihe, and performed this operation^ 
uhich is called tooge toogc, by beating briUdy 
on his body and legs with both Ms, as on a drum* 
till he fell aileep, and continuing it the whole 
Bight, with fome ILort intervals. When once 
the perfon is aileep, they abate a little in the 
fbreifigth and quieknefs of beating ; but refume 
it, if they obferve any appearance of his awaking; 
In the morning we found that Futtafaihe's wo- 
men relieved each other, and went to deep bj 
liirp^ In any other country it would be fuppof- 
ed that (\ich a pradice would put an end to all 
reft ; but here it certainly ads as an opiate 5 and 
is a ftrong proof of what habit may eiFe6t. The 
noife of this, however, was not the only thing that 
kept us awake; for the peoplei.who. paflfed the 
night in the houfc, not only con verfed amongft 
each other frequently, as in the day ; l^ut ail got 
up before it was light, and made a hearty meal on 
fi(h and yslms, which wiere brought to them by a 
perfon who feemed to know. Very well the ap* 
pointed time for this nofiurDai refr<^fliii*ent. 
. I had prolonged my itay at Mhis ifland, on ao» 
cotmt of the approaching' eelip^ ; b«t on the 2d 
.of Julyt on looking at'thetnaicsdmetcr belmigtj?g 
i6 the Board of Xon^tiidfikt J fouod fomo of tte^ 
jrac.k-wprk:broke^ and th^ni^fti^uHMuxt uM^ tiU 
^40airedl9 ^(^hidi diese va» not;tuiieio do^beHoce 
^t'jvae* jntMidedf tpHrb^ Mhdi«<v^r^Hng<nawvf^br 
'^oni^rpus^ l^tu>arte&rd$ilthis! 4a>v 4db!the 
cattle, poultry, and other anin^alsj eKC0plr.iliQh as 

. .irri»»fc^j|i>day 9re «iniuoorflifi, Jtfaat'Wff might ^"e 

•reftfly td |:^*e UleL^ad»»»tig«:of;^he firit favoutt- 

Abk, Wiud^^iTJie king- w^hd weatfobe^df o^^ coz»- 
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pany this day at dinner, I bbfervedy took partt-^ 
cular notice of the plates. This pccaiioned ma 
to make him an oflfer of one, either of pewter or 
of earthen ware. He chofe the firft ; and then 
began to tell us- the fcveral ufcs to which he in* 
tended to apply it. Two of them are fo extra'- 
«yrdinaryy that I cannot omit mentioning them. 
He fflid, that whenever he fhould have occalion 
to vifit any of the other i Hands, he would leavd 
ibis plate behind him at Tongataboo, as a fort of 
rvprefentative in his abfence, that the people 
adight pay it the fame obeifance they do to him- 
jfelf in perfon. He was aiked what had beed 
Wnally employed for this pnrpofe before he got 
this plate ; and we had the fatisfadion of kam'- 
i)ig from him;, that this lingular honour had hi* 
tberto been conferred on a wooded bowl iti 
which he w^Aied his hands. The other extraor-^ 
binary ufe to which he meant to apply tt^ in tht 
room of his wooden bowl, was to difeover a 
thief. He faid, that when any thing was llolen» 
and the thief could not be found out, the people 
were all aifembled together before him, when he 
walhed his hands in water in this veiTel 3 aflef 
which it was cleaned, and then the whole mul- 
titude advanced, one after another, and touthed 
it in the fame manner that they touch his foot, 
Wh^n they pay him obeifance. If the guilty 
J>crfon touched it, he died immediately upon th* 
fpot'5 not by violence, but by the hand of Provi* 
dcncej and if any one'refufed to touch' it, hil 
refufal was a clear proof that he was the man. 

In the morning of the 5th, the day of the 
^clipfe, the weather was dark and cloudy, with 
ihow^rs of rain, fo tliat we had little hopes of 
fen obfervation. About nine o*clock; the fr ' 

br< 
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broke out at intervals for about half an hour ^ 
after which it was totally obl'cured, till within a 
minute or two of the beginning of the ecliple. 
We were all at our t«lercopes, viz. Mr. Ezyly, 
Mr. King, Captain Gierke, Mr. Bligh, and mjF» 
felf. I lolt the obfervation, by not having a dark 
glafs at band, Suitable to the clouds that were 
continually pa fling over the fun ; and Mr. ^igh 
bad not got the fun into the field of his tele* 
fcope ; fo that the commencement of the ecHple 
was only obferved by the other three «;entlemeo. 

The general appearance of the country conveys 
to- the (pedator an idea of the moft exuberant 
fertility, whether we refped the places improved 
by art, or thofe dill in a natural date. At a dif- 
tance, the furface feems entirely clothed widi 
trees of various iizes ; the tall cocoa-palms aie 
fa^ from being the fmalled ornament to anj 
country that produces them. 

Of cultivated fruits, the principal are the 
plantains and bread-fruit. There is plentj o£ 
excellent fugar-cane. 

The only quadruped, beiides hogs, are a fesr 
rats and feme dogs. Fowls, which ai'e of a large 
breedj are doraedicated here. , • 

On July (>th, we were ready to fail ; but the 
wind being unfavourable, we were under the ne- 
ceifity of waiting two. or three days. We took 
our final leave of Tongataboo on the 10th, and 
early in tl>e morning of the iiscond day after». 
reached Middleburgh, or Eooa. 

We had no fooner anchored, than Taoofa, the 
chief, and feveral other natives, vifited ua on 
board, and feemed to rejoice much at our arrival. 
This Taoofa knew me when I was here during 
my laft voyage i confequeotly^ we were not 

drangen 
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firaogevs to each other. In a little time I went 
afhore with him, in fearch of frefh water 5 the 
procuring of which was the chief object thaf 
brought me to Eooa. I was firft conduded to a 
bnickiih fpring, between low and high water 
mark, in the cove where we landed. Finding that 
we did not like this, our friends took 'tis a little 
way into the ifland, where, in a deep cbafa)) we 
found very good water. But rather than under- 
take the tedious tafk of bringing it down to-thc 
ihore, I refolved to reft contented with the fup- 
ply the fhips had got at Tongataboo, . 

I put alhore, at this illand, the ranii and two 
ewes, of the Cape of Good Hope breed 5 intrnft* 
ing them to the care of Taoofa, who feen^ed 
proud of his charge. 

As we lay at anchor, this ifland bore a very 
difierent afpe^t from any we had lately feen; and 
formed a mofl beautiful landfcape. n 

The 13th in tlie afternoon, a party of us made 
an eucurfion to the higheft part of the ifland, in 
order to have a full view of the country. From 
the elevation to which we had afcended, we had 
a full view of the whole ifland, except a part of 
the fouth point. The plains and meadows, of 
which there are here fome of great extent, lie all 
on the north-well flde ; and^ as they are adorned 
with tufts of trees, intermixed with plantations, 
they form a veiy beautiful landfcape, in every 
point of view. While I was furveying this de- 
lightful profped, I conld not help. flattering my- 
fdf with the plealing idea, that fome future na* 
vigators may, from the fame ftation, behold thefe 
meadows flocked with cattle, brought^ to thefe 
iflands by the fliips of Fngland ; and that the 
completioa of this iingle benevolent purppfe, i' 

depcndcni 
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dependeDtlj of all other confiderattons^ wonU 
fiifiiciently mark to pofterity that our voyagop 
)iad not been ufolefs to the general iatetefli of 
Bomanity. 

The next morning I planted a pine-apple» wi. 
fowed the feeds of melons, and other vegetaWen, 
in like chiefs planution. I had fome encourag*- 
BiGnt».uideed« to Hatter myfelf that my end^ 
voors of this kind would not be fruitlefs^ for 
ihis day there was fenced op, et my dinner, a di(k 
of turnipa, being the produce of the feeds I ha4 
left during my laft voyage. 

I had fixed on the I5th for failing, till Taoofa 
preifed me to ftay a day or two longer, to receive 
a prefent he had prepared for me, confining of 
two fmall heaps of yams, and fome fruit> whidi 
feemed to be coUeded by a kind of contribution, 
as at the other ides. Forthis liberality I made 
an adequate return, and foon after wei ghed. 

We now took leave of the Friendly Inlands, 
•ft^r a ftay of near three mohths ; during which 
time we lived together in the moft cordial friendr 
Otip. Some accidental differences, it is true, 
now and then happened, owing to their greftt 
propenfity to thieving ; but too often encottiii|»- 
ed by the. negligence of our own people. Tb^ 
time employed amongCk thecp was not throw* 
gway. We expended very little of our fea pwh 
vifie»ss fubfiftingf in general, upoa the produce 
of the iflands while we ftaid, and carrying away 
with us a quantity of refrefiiments, fullicient to 
lail till our arrival at another fiatiooj where, we 
could depend upon a freih fupply. I was. nqt 
£otrj, belides, to have had an opportunity of bet* 
Bering the condition of thefe good people* by 
leaving the ufeful animal^ bcfur^^mentioned 

among 
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fftnong them ; and, ^t the fame time» tboCe de- 
figoed for Otabeite, received frefh iirength in 
the paftures ofTongataboo. 

But befides the inunediate advantages vhich« 
both the natives of the Friendly lilands, and 
ourfelves^ received by thia iniit, future navigators 
from Europe* if any fuch ever tread our fkap^ 
will profit W the knowledge I acquired of th« 
geography of this part of the Pacific Ocean i and 
the noore pbilofophical reader, who laves to vievi^ 
human nature in new "fituations, wilU perhaps, 
find matter Qi amuleioent, if not of inftrudion> 
in the information which I have been enabled to 
convey to him concerning tho inhabitants of this 
Archipelago. 

According to the information' that we received 
there> this Archipelago is very extenfive. Above 
one hundred and fifty iilands were reckoned up 
to VLS by the natives, who made ufe oi bits of 
leaves to afcertain their number. 

The nadves of the Friendly Iflaods feldom ex* 
ceed the jcoounon ftature (though we have meat 
fured fome who were above fix feet) but are verj 
ftroDg and well made $ efpe^ally as to their linjbs. 
They are generaUy broad about the ihoulders i 
and though the mufcular difpofition of the men^ 
which ieems a confequence of much a^on^ 
rather conveys the appearance of firength than 
q£ beauty, these are fev^end to be feen who are 
really handfome. We naet with hundreds of 
truly Eucopeap faces, and many gcauine Rotnao 
nofes anlongfl them. Their eyes i^d teeth are 
good $ but the laft, neither fo reinarkal;)}y white, 
nor fo well fet as are often found amoagft lndia» 
nations. 

Vot. VII. I T 
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The women are not (o much diflingaifhed 
from the men \^y their features, as by their gene- 
ral form, which is, for the moH part, deditute of 
that llrong, flefhy firmnefs that appears in the 
latter. Though the features of fome are fo deli- 
cate, as not onjy to be a true index of their fex, 
.but to lay claim to a considerable ihare of beauty 
»nd expreilion, for the bodies and limbs of moft of 
the females are well proportioned ; and fome ab- 
iblutely perfed models of a beautiful figure. But 
the moH remarkable difUndion in the wompn, is 
the uncommon fmallnefs and delicacy of their 
fingers, which may be put in competition with 
the fineft in Europe. 

The general colour is a call deeper than the 
copper brown $ but feveral of the men and wo- 
meo have a true olive complexion ; and fome of 
the laft are even a great deal fairer. We faw a 
man and a boy^at Hapaee, and a child at Ana- 
roooka, perfedly white. Such have been found 
atnongft all black nations -, but I apprehend that 
their colour is rather a difeafe than a natural 
phenomenon. 

• Their countenances very remarkably exprefs 
the abundant mildnefs, or good-nature> which 
they poil'efs > and arc entirely free from that fa- 
vage keennefs which marks nations in a barbar- 
ous ilate. They are frank> cheerful^ and good- 
humoured, though fometimes in the prefence' of 
their chiefs, they put on a degree of gravity, and 
fuch a ferious air as becomes Diff and awkward^ 
and has an appearance of refer ve. 

Their peaceable difpOlition is fufficiently evinc- 
ed from the friendly reception all Grangers have 
met with who have vifited th^m. Inftead of 
offering to attack thea» openly^ or claAdefUnely, 

• ;» at 
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8s lias been the cafe with moft of the inhabitants 
of thefe feas, they have never appeared in the 
fmalieft degree hoftilc; but on the contrary, like 
the nioft civilized people, have courted an inters 
courfe with their vifitcrs by bartering, which is 
the only medium that unites all nations in a fort 
of fricndihip. Upon the whole, they feem pof- 
feffed of many of the moft excelJent qualities 
that adorn the human mind; fuch as induftry, 
ingenuity, perfeverance, affability, |jnd, perhaps^ 
other virtues, which our Ihort ftay with them 
might prevent our obferving. 

The only defe6t fullying their charader, that 
we know of, is a propenfity lb thieving 5 to 
which we found thofe of all ages, and both fexes, 
addided ; and to an uncommon degree. Great 
allowances fhould be made for thc^ foibles o£ 
thefe poor natives x)f the Pacific Ocean, whofe 
smods we overpowered with the glare of objc6ts, 
equally new to them, as they were captivating. 
The thefts fo frequently committed by the na- > 
tive8> of what, we had brought along with us, 
may be faid to arife folely from an intenfe curio* 
fity or* deiire to poffefs fomething which they 
had not been accuftomed to before, and belonged 
to a fort of people fo different from themfclves. 

Their hair is, in general, f^raight, thick, and 
ftrong ; though a few have it bufhy or frizzled. 
The natural colour, I believe, almoft without ex- 
ception, is black; but the greateft part of the 
men, and fome of the women, have it flained of 
a brown, or purple colour, and a few of aa 
orange caft. 

The drefs of both men and women is the 

fame j and confids of a piece of cloth or matting 

(but moflly the former) about two yar^s. widc# 

1 2 and 
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and two and a half lonfg } Btltsfi'fb hmg as t9 
go once and a half round the waift, to which it 
in confined by a girdle or cord. It is double be- 
fore» and hangs down like a petticoat^ as low as 
the middle of the leg. The upper part of the 
garment, above the girdle> is plaited into feveral 
^Ids, fo that, when unfolded, there is cloth fuf- 
ficient to draw un and wrap rbtmd the fhoulders j 
which is very (eldom done. The inferior fort 
are fatisfied with fmall pieces ; and very often 
veear nothing but a covering niade of leavies of 
plants, oc the maro, which is a narrow piece of 
tloth, or matting, like a tafh* Thii they pafs 
between the thighs and wrap round theWaifi; 
but the ttie of it is chiefly confined to the men. 

The ornaments worn by both fet^ afe neck-* 
laces, made of the fruit of the pandanus^ and va<* 
ricpus fweef-imelling flowers^ wfaitfh go vuidei 
the general name of kahulla.- Othets are com'' 
pofed of fmall ffaells, the wing and leg-bones of 
birds^ (bark's teeth, and other things ; all which 
bang loofe upon the breaft ; rings o( tortoifefhell • 
on the fingers | and a number of thefe joined to*" 
gether as bracelets on the wrifts. 
. The employment of the women is of the cafy 
kind, and, for the moft part, fucb as may be ex* 
k^uted in the houfe. The manufacturing their 
cloth is wholly configned to their care. • 

The manufadure next itt cqnfequence, and alfo 
within the department of th^ women, is that of 
their mats, which excel every thing I have feed 
at any other p]ace> both as to th^if texture and 
their beauty. 

The province aUotfed to the men, antiiglit be 

cxpeded, is fat morfj laborious and eXtenfive 

than that of the vitmien. AgricuhUrct^ architeC'* 

- turc. 



CAPTAIN COOK. 8£^ 

ture, boat-building, fiihing, and other things that 
relate to navigation, are the objedis of thtir care. 
Cultivated roots and fruits being their principal 
fupport, this requires their conilant attention to 
agriculturcy which they purfvie very diligently*, 
aud feem to have brought almoft to as great per- 
fe^ion as circumftances will permit. In plant- . 
ing the plantains and yams, they obferve fo much 
exaftnefs that, Which eyer way you look, the 
rows prefent thenofelves regular and complete. 

It is remarkable^ that thefe people, who, in 
many things, d^ifplay much tafte and ingenuity, 
ihould fhew little of either in building their 
boufes. Thofe of the lower people are poor huts, 
and very fmall > thofe of the better fort are larger 
and more comfortable. The dimeniions of one 
of a middling fize, are about thirty feet long, 
twenty broad, and twelve high. Their houfe is, 
properly fpcaking, a thatjched roof or fhed, fup- 
ported by pofts and rafters, difpofed in a very 
judicious manner. The floor is raifed with earth 
fmoothed, and covered with llrong thick mat- 
ting, and kept very clean. Their whole furni- 
ture confifts of a bowl ,qx twp, in which ^h^y 
makekavaj a few. gourdn;- cocoa-nut ihel Is 5 and 
fome fmall wooden ftoqls, w^ich., ferve th^XQiXi^ 

pillows. ,-,.. J, , ,",, ,-, ... . . »« fn 

Their weapons a^-e cl^^s<^r(^i^e9t f&hs,;(iB 
.the ornamenting, Qfi-^fbich, ttbpyu.f^evoii^^ mwb 
time) fpears, and dnrts.f They hav.^o^lfe.bp'^ 
ant) ^^fJ,Q}^s.'y X^xU the(b'ifiw8cned..lo..be; <ii>Ji5gfied 
only for^^^feEncn|^ /i^c^-al; :fl|Ooti«g-> ai birds, 
andnot for^nji'lit^ry.pw'lipfo; i, ,uii;:..^;i ... ....: 

. ..X^ey.£<^m to-^have BO^fot-tkn^'rfbr .meals. 
Thejf go to bedas/fopn. as.i;; is dark# .and .rife 
.with tbe^dawQ in theniornia£« •>, ;• • >....: V 

13 Thr- 
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Their private divcrfions are chiefly fining, 
dancing, and mufic, performed by the woiheu. 
The dancing of the men has a thoufand different 
motions with the hands, to which we are entire 
flrangerg $ and they are performed with an eafe 
and grace which are not to be defcribed but by 
• thofe who have feen them* 

Whether their marriages be made lading by 
any kind of folemn contrad, we could not deters 
mine with precifion ; but it is certaini that the 
bulk of the people fatisfied themfelves with one 
.^ife* The chiefs, however, have commonly fe- 
Veral women f though fovoe of na were of opi- 
nion, that there was only one that was looked 
Upon as the mlftlrefs of the family. 

Nothing c^n be a greater proof of the huma« 
nity of thefe people, than the concern they ihew 
for the dead. They beat their teeth With ilonei 
drike a fhark*s tooth iuto the head till the blood 
flows in dreams, and thruft fpears into the innet 
part of tlie thigh, into their fides, below the ami* 
pits, and through the cheeks into the mouth. 
Alt thefe operations convey an idea of ibch ri^ 
]g;0r6u8 difcipline, as Uiud ret^uire an uucofntnoii 
degree of affeftion, dr the groileft Aiperdition, t6 
«kad. It (hould be; ota^ved, iiowever, that the 
more painful operations are only pra6lifed on acs 
<£dUiit of the death of ilhofetttoft nearly conned- 
«d; Thi»^ ednimOh ]^<ipW at^ ikterred in xi6 par- 
tklilar fpot.' " . '" 'X ' ' ' 

t l^hek^lt^Agdni ge^^raif burning ^\i^ that 
^h^'cdttfistefdettth^airfrt'Vety W^At *vilv And 
this is confirmed by • tf ' V-fefy'dad ^ diiftoW \irhidi 
thty pr*ail%' tii aVerf 11. Tlief fuppofe tthrft' thp 
t)^iiy wiitftd^ept <if the little fingfet, as a fbrt 6f 
^ciiiice efijcaciotia' etiough to procttto the re- 
; : • <. * covery 
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covcry of tluftir health. There Was fcarcely one 
in ten of them whom we did not find thus muti^ 
latedj in one or both hands. 

They feem to h^ve .little conception of fdtnr^ 
pnniihinent. They believe, however, that they 
are jnftly pnniflied npon e^rth; and confequ^tl^ 
ufe every method to render their divinities propi- 
tioos. The Supreme Author of moft things they 
call Kallafootonga; who, they fay^ is a female, 
refiding in the iky, and dire^ng the thunder, 
wind, rain, and in general all the c&anges of 
nveather. They believe that when (be is angry 
with them, the produ6fcions of the earth are blaft- 
ed i that many things are deftroyed by lightning; 
and that they them&lres are afflided with fick- 
neiii and death, as well. as their hogs and other 
animals. ^ When this anger abates, they fuppoib 
that every thing is' reftored to its natural onler. 
They alfo admit a plurality of Deities, though all 
inferior to Kaliafooton^a. But their notions of 
the power, and other attributes of thefe beingi, 
arc fo very abfurd, that they fuppofe they bavc 
Ho farthet coAcem with tb^m after death. 

Tbqr have, howevet, very proper feutiments 
about the iii2m^terlality and the immortality df 
the fitol. Thcy't^ll It life, the living principle; 
or, WHa^is iAUtt agreeable to their notions of it, 
anOtboa; that isi dii^nity, or inVifible being. ' 
• Gf the natbre of their government, ^e kttoW th 
more than the general outlitie.' Some'if'itbeih 
told ns th^t'the power of tj^e'king is^unlimited, 
and that iHh life and property of the fubje^ are 
at hit dHp6fal;f ioA we law inflance^ enough to 
prove that the lower order of people h^ye no 
pf ojttrty, aor faftty for their pcrlbns, but k% the 
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•will of the chiefs to whom they rcfpe&ivdy be- 
long. 

The language of the Friendly Hands has the 
ffreatell affinity imaginable to that of New Zea- 
fand, of Wateeoo, and Mangeea ; and confe- 
quently to that of Otaheite, and the Society 
lilands. 

Nothing material occurred for fome time after 
we left the Friendly Iflands. In the morning of 
the 8th of Augufi^ land was feen,' nine or tea 
leagues didant. As we approached, we faw it 
every where guarded by a reef of coral rock, ex- 
tending in fome places a full mile frpm the land^ 
and a high furf breaking upon it. We alfo ob- 
ierved people on feveral parts of the coaft j and in 
a little time after we had reached the lee-(ide of 
the iiland, we faw them launch two canoes, into 
which above a dozen men gotj and paddled to- 
wards us. 

I now fhortened fail, as well to give tbefe, ca- 
noes time to come up with us, as to found for 
anchorage. Thecanoes having advanced to about 
the diftance of a piftol-ihqt from the ihip, they 
Hopped. Omai wa&.employpd, as he ufually had 
been on fuch occaiions, io ufe ajj.l^if; eloquence to 
prevail on the n?en in them to cope^9arer 3 Jtmt no 
'^treaties could.indiicc tliem.to truft thfm(elyes 
wiibJn our reach. Thejf, Jw<^pt<eagef]y poiqiipg, to 
the i)>^e^ ^ith.Jtlwir paddles, and filling tp.^s to 
.go. thiiher ^ aixl fevxTaj^jipf -thqif ,couM'U7mcp,,T^f^ 
Hood ppon the; beach, held up fbmathing wliite^ 
.which we qonfidertd alfp asan iDvita,ti9n to»lfnd. 
^^ut J did |iot .think pVoper tojxilk.loAng.-lhead- 
, vantage of, a fair wine}* for the[iakq,of,i:?VmIi)jng 
an ^flapd wliich appeared, to. be. of little.confe- 
Qttcnce. For this rcafon Imade lail" to the north, 

but 
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Irat I56t xS^lthout getting from them, during their 
vicinity to our fbip^ the name of their iiland> 
which they called Toobouai. 

At day-break^ in the morning of the 12th, we 
faw the Illand of Maitea. Soon after, Otaheitd 
tnade its appearance. 

When we firft drew near the ifland, feveral 
iranoes came off to tJie ihip, each condud^ed bjr 
two or three meft. But, as they were common 
fellows, Orfiai took no particular notice of them, 
fior they of him. At length, a chief, whom I 
liad known before, tiamed Ootee, and Omai*s 
l^rother-in-law, who chanced to be rtow at thik 
cornisr of the i(latid> and three or four more per^ 
€qds, all of whom knew Omat, eartie on board. 
Yet there wis nothing either tender or ftrikin* 
In their meeting, Ort the contrai)', thfere fecimel 
to be a perfed indifiference on both fides, titl 
Omai having taken his brother down into thfe 
cabin, opcn^ the drawer where he kept his red 
feathers, and gave him a few. This being pre*- 
fehtly known amongft the reft of the natives up- 
ton deck, the face of affairs was entirely turn«&, 
and Ootee, who would hardly fpfeak to Omai be- 
fore, now begged that they might be friends, and 
exchange names. Omai accepted of the honour*, 
and confirmed it with a prefent of red feathers ; 
and Ootee, by way of return, fent alhore for a 
hog. But it was evident to every one of us, 
that it was not the man, but his property, thejr 
were in love with. Such was Omai^s firft recep- 
tion among his countrymen. I own I never ex- 
peGted it would be otherwife; but ftill I was in 
hopes that the valuable cargo of prefents, with 
which the liberality of his friends in England 
bad loaded him^ Would be the means of railing 

him 
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bim into confequencc, and of making him re^ 
fpeded, and even courted by the firft perfons 
throughout the extent of the Society Idands; 
This could not but have happened, had he con- 
duced himfelf with any degree of prudence. 
But inilead of it, I am forry to fay^ that he paid 
too little regard to the repeated advice of thofe 
who wiihed him well, and fuffered him&lf to be 
duped by every defigning knave. 

The important news, of red feathers being on 
board our fhips, having been conveyed on fhore 
by Omai*s friends, day had no fooner begtin to 
break next morning, than we were furrounded by 
a multitude of canoes crowded with people bring*' 
ing hogs and fruit to market. At hrft, a quan* 
thy of feathers, not gteater than what might be 
got from a tom-tit, would purcbafe a hog of forty 
or Miy pounds weight. But as almoll every 
body in the (hips was poiTeffed of f<>me of this 
precious article of trade, it fell in its value above 
five hundred per c^nt. before night. , 

Soon after we had anchored, Omai*s Mercam^ 
on board to {ep him. I was happy to obfervc 
that, much to the honour of them both, their 
meeting was marked with expreffions of the ten- 
4iereil affedion, cafier to be conceived than to be 
defcribed. 

This moving fcene having clofed, and the ibip 
being properly moored, Oriiai and. I went on 
ihore. My firft objed was to pay a vilit to a roan^ 
whom my friend reprefented as a very extraordi- 
nary perfonage indeed, for he faid, that he was 
the god of Bolabola. We found him feated un- 
der one of thofe fmall awnings, which they ufu- 
ally carry in their larger cnnocs* He was an 
elderly msm^ and had loil the ufe of his limbs ; 

f<i 
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fo that he was carried from place to place upon a 
hand-barrow. From Omai's account of thisperlbn, 
I expcded to have feen fome religious adoration 
paid to him; but, excepting fome young plantain 
trees that lay before him, and upon the awning 
under which he fat, I could obferve nothing by 
■which hemightbe.diftinguifhed from their other 
chiefs. Omai prefented to him a tuft of red 
feathers, tied to the end of a fmall ftick; but after 
a little conirerfation on indifferent matters with 
this Bolabola man, his attention was drawn to aa 
old woman, the lifter of -his mother. She waa 
already at his feet, and had bedewed them plen- 
tifully with tears of joy. 

I left him with the old lady, in the midft of a 
number of people, who had gathered round him, 
and went to view a houfe, faid to be built bjr 
flrangers fince I was here before. By an infcrip- 
tion, I found it was ereded by fome Spaniard* 
that had been lately there in two (hips from 
Lima. 

When I returned, I found Omai holding forth 
to a large company ; and it was with fome ditfi- 
culty that he could be got away to accompany 
me on board; where I had an important affair to 
fettle, in regard to the ftated allowanceof fpiritu- 
ousliquors; and I had the fatisfadtion to find, 
tflatthecre^vs of both (hips una nimoufly confented 
to au abridgment in the ufual quantity, while at 
this place-; that they might not be under the 
neceflity of being put to a ihort allowance in a 
cold climate. 

The next day we began fome ncceflary opera- 
tions. I alfo put on (Ijiore the bull, cows, horCts, 
and iheep^ and appointed two men to look after 
I theqp 
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them while grazing -, for I did not intend to lezrp 
anv of them at this part of the ifland. 

During the two following days it hardly ever 
ceafed raining. The natives, nevcfrtheJefs, came 
to us from ever>' quarter, the news of our arrival 
having rapidly fpread. On the 17th, Omai and 
I went afhore to pay a formal vifit to a young 
chief, named Waheiadooa, who had come down tQ 
the beach. On this occafion, Omai, affiiled bj 
fome of his friends, dreHed himfelf, not after the 
]^q*gli{h fafhion, nor that of Otaheite, nor that of, 
Tongataboo, nor in the drefs of any country upoa 
earthy but in a flrange medley of all that he was 
polTefled of. 

On our landing, Etary, or the god of fiolabola, 
carried on a hand-barrow, attended us to a large 
Iioufe, where he was fet down;*and we feated 
ourfelves on each fide of him. I caufed a piece 
of Tongataboo cloth to be fpread out before us, 
on which I Ifiid the prefents I intended to make. 
Prefently the young chief canie, attended by bi^ 
pother, and feveral principal men, who all feated 
thecnfelves at the other end of the cioth, facing 
vs. Then a roan, who fat by me, made a fpeech, 
condfUng of ihort and feparate fentences ; part of 
which was didated by thofe about him. lie wa^ 
anfwered by one from the oppofite lide near the 
chief. Etary fpoke next 5 then Cndai } and both 
cf them were ' anfwered from the fame quarter* 
Thefe orations were entirely about' my armal 
fvnd connedtions with them. The peripn wbp 
fpoke lail told me, amongd other things, that he. 
was authorifed to make a foimal furrender of the 
province of Tiaraboo to me> atid of every thing 
IP tt> which marks very plainly, that thefe people 
are no (Grangers to the policy of accommodating 

thecnfelves 
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thetnfelves to prefent circamflaQces. At length 
the young chief was direded by his attendants to 
come and embrace ine; and, hj vray of confirm* 
ing this treaty of friendship, we exchanged names* 
The ceremony being cjiofed, he and his friends 
accompanied me on board to dinner. 

Having taken in a freih fupply of water, and 
finiihed all our other neceifary operations, on the 
22d I brought off the cattle and iheep, and mado 
ready for fea. ' 

On the 23d, we got under fail,. and fteered for 
Matavai Bay, where the Refolution anchored the 
fame evening. But the Difcovery did not get ia 
till the next morning. 

About nine o'clock in ther morning, Otoo, the 
king of the whole iiland, attended by a great 
number of canoes full of people, came from 
Oparre^ his place of refidence, and fent a meflago 
on board, expreifing his defire to fee me. Ac- 
cordingly I landed, accompanied by Omai and 
fome of the officers. We found a prodigious 
number of people ailembled on this occafion, and 
in the midft of them was the .king> attended by 
his-^ather, his two brothers, and three fillers. I 
went up firft and fainted him, followed by Omai, 
who kneeled and embraced his legs. He had 
prepared himfelf for this ceremony, by dreifing 
in his very bed fuit of clothes, and behaved 
with a great deal of refped and modefiy. Ne« 
vertheleis, very little notice was taken of him. 
Perhaps envy had fome iiiare in producing this 
cold reception. He made the chief a prefefnt of 
a large piece of red feathers, and about two or . 
three yards of gold cloth; and I gave him a fuit' 
of fine linen, a gold-lacc^ hat^ fome (ools, and, 
what was of ot^e. value than aU the ether arti 
. Vol.. VII. K d« 
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cles, a quantity of red feathers, ^nd one of the 
bonnets in ufe at the Friendly lilands. 

After the hurry of this • vifit was over, the 
king, and the whole royal family, accompani- 
ed me on board, followed by leveral canoes, 
laden with all kinds of provifions, in quantity 
fufficient to have ferved the companies of both 
fhips for a week. Soon after the king's mother, 
who had not been prefent at the 6rll interview, 
came on board, bringing with her a quantity of 
provifions and cloth, which Ihe divided between 
me and Omai. For although lie was but little 
noticed at lirft by his countrymen, they no fooncr 
gained the knowledge of his riches, than they 
began to court his fritndlhip. I encouraged this 
as much as I could; for it was my wiih* to fix hina 
■with Otoo. As I intended to leave all my Eu- 
ropean animals at this illand, I thought he would 
be able to give fomc inftrud^iou about the ma- 
nagement of them, and their ufq. Befides I knew 
and faw that the farther he was from his native 
ifland, he would be the better refpe^ted. But 
untbrtunately, poor Omai reje6ted my advice, 
and condu6ted himfelf in fo imprudent a manner, 
that he foon loft the friendlhip of Otoo, and of 
every other perioh of note in Otaheitc. 

As foon as we had dined, a party of us accom- 
panied Otoo to Oparre, taking with us the poul-- 
try with which we were to ftock the ifland. 
Thefe I left at Oparre, in the pofTefiion of Otooj 
and the gcefe and ducks. began to breed before we 
failed. . We found there a gander, which the na- 
tives told us was the fame that Captain Walli» 
hleui given to Obbrea ten yeara before 3 feveral 
goats; and the Spaniih bull, which they kqpt tied 
to a tree, near Otoo's houfe. I never faw a finer 

anisnal 
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apinoal of his kind. He was now the {)roperty of 
Etary, and had been brought from Oheitepeha to 
this place^ in order to be Ihipped for Bolabola. 
But it pafles my comprehenfion how they can 
contrive to carry him in one of tlieir canoes. If 
■we had not arrived, it would have been of little 
confequence who had the property of him, as, 
^vithout a cow, be could be of no ufe; and none 
had been left with hira. Next day I put alhoiijj 
three cows and a horfe, a mare and iheep. 

Having thus difpofed of thefe paflengers, I 
found my felf lightened of a very heavy burthen. 
The trouble and vexation that attended the bring- 
ing this living cargo thus far, is hardly to be con- 
ceived. But the fatisfa(5tion that I felt in having 
been fo fortunate as to fulfil his raajcfty's humane 
defign, in fending fuch valuable animals to fup- 
ply the wants of two worthy nations, fufficiently 
recompenfed me for the many anxious hours I had 
paffed, before this fubordinate objedi of my voy- 
age could be carried into execution. 

As I intended to make fome day here, we fct 
.up the two obfervatories on Matavai Point. Ad- 
joining to them, two tents were pitched, for the 
.reception of a guard, and of fuch people as it 
might be neceifary to leave on fhore in different 
departments. At this ftation, I intrufted the 
command to Mr. King 5 who, at the fame tinic, 
attended the obfervations forafcertaining the go- 
ing of the time-keeper, and other purpofes. ^ 

On the 26th, I had a piece of ground *cleared 
for a garden, and planted it with leveral ai«ticles. 
Some melons, potatoes, and two pine-apple plants, 
were in a fair way of fucceeding before we left the 
place. I had brought from the Friendly Illandg 
Xfivefal ihaddock trees. Theie I aUb plan^ 
JC a he 
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here ; and they can hardly fail of fuccefsi unleis 
their growth fhould be checked by the fame pre- 
mature curioiity which dcftroyed a vine plantdd 
by the Spaniards at Oheitepeha. A number of 
the natives got together to tafle the firft fruit it 
bore; but, as the grapes were ftill four, they 
eoafid^ed it as little better than poifon^ and it 
was unanimoufly determined to tread it under 
foot» In that llate^ Omai found it by cfaauce, 
and was overjoyed at the difcovery; for he had a 
full confidence, that if he had but grapes, he could 
ealily make wine. Accordingly he had feveral 
flips ent off from the tree, to carry with him 5 and 
've pruned and put in order the remains of it. 
Probably, grown wife by Omai's inftrudions, they 
may now fuffer the fruit to grow to perfedlion^* 
and not pafs fo hafty a fentence upon it again. 

We found here the young man whom we called 
Oedidee, but wbofe real name is Heete-heete. I 
had carried him from Ulietea in 1773, and 
brought him back in 1774; after he had viiited 
the Friendly Iflands, New Zealand, Eafter Ifland, 
and the Marqubfes, and been on board my ihip, 
in that extenfive navigation, about ft,ven months. 
He was teiiacious of his good-breeding, and * yes. 
Sir,' or, ' if you pleafe, Sir,' were frequently re- 
peated by him. Heete-heete, who is a native of 
Bolabola, had arrived in Otaheite about three 
months before, with no other intention, that we 
could learn, than to gratify his curiofity; or 
perhaps fome other favourite paiHon. It was 
cvideut, however, that he preferred the modes, 
and even garb of his countrjrmen, to Ours, For 
though I gave him fome clothes, which our Ad- 
miralty ^oard had been pleafed to fend for his 
xxfe, (to which I ^dded a cheft of tool8> and a few 
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mthet articles^ as a prefent from m3rfelf) he de- 
clined wearing them after a few days. This in- 
fiance may be urged as a proof of the ftrong pro- 
peuiity natural to man^ of returning to habits ac** 
quired at an early age> and only interrupted bj 
accident. 

In the morning of the 27th, a man came from 
Oheitepeha, and told us that two Spaniih iliips 
had anchored in that bay the night before; and» 
in confirmation of this intelligence, he produced 
a piece of coarfe blue cloth, which he laid he got 
out of one of the ihlps ; and which> indeed, to 
appearance, was almoft quite new. He added, 
that Mateema was in one of the £bips| and that 
they were to come down to Matavai in a day or 
two. Some other circumftances which he men* 
tioned gave the iloiy fo much the air of truth, 
■that I difpatched Lieutenant Williamfon in a 
boat to look into Oheitepeha Bay ; and, in the 
mean time, I put the ihlps into a proper poflure of 
defence. For though England and Spain were in 
peace when I left £urope, for aught I knew^ a di^ 
ferent fcene might by this time have opened. 
However, on faither enquiry, the fellow had im^ 
pofed upon us -, and th^ was confirmed by WiU 
liamfon*s report, as foon as he returned. 

Hitherto the attention of Otoo and his people 
had. been confined to us; ^ut nexirnwrninga new 
fcene of bufinefs opened, by the arrival of fomte 
meffengers from Eimeo, with intelligence that the 
people in :that ifland -v^ere in arms; and that 
Otoo's. pai^tilans- there had been worfted, and 
obliged to retreat to the mountains. The qxiar^ 
rel between the two. iflands, which commenced 
in 1774, had, it feemsi partly, fubfifted ever fincc. 
^bc fonoidabk armament, which I faw at t^ 
K.3 t 
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time, hud failed foon after I then left Otaheife^; 
but the nudecontents of Eimeo bad made fo ftont 
« relifiance, that the fleet had retartied withoat 
effeding much; and now aaother expedition vas 
neceOTaiy. 

On the arrival of thefe meffengers, all the 
diiefs, who happened to he at Matavai, alfembled 
4Mt Otoo*8 houfe, where I a<^ually was at the time* 
And had the honour to be admitted into their 
council. One of the meifengers opened the bu- 
tinefs of the aifembly, in a fpeech of considerable 
lengtbi in order to excite the aifembled chiefs df 
Otaheite to arm on the occaiioa. This opinion 
was combated by others who were againil com- 
snencingfaofiiiities. . At length the party for way 
prevailed, Otoo, during the whole debate^ re* 
xnained iilent, Thofe of the council, who wctt 
/or profecuting the war, applied to me for my 
•fliftance} and all of them wanted to know what 
|>art I would take. Omai was fent for to be my 
interpreter 5 but, as he could not be found, I.was 
iibliged to fpeak for myfelfj and told thepi, as 
well as I could, that as the people of £imoo had 
sever offended me, I could not think myfelf at 
liberty to engage in hoftiKties againft them; With 
this declaration they feomed fatisfied. 

pn Qtir enquiring into the caufe of the war, wo 
were told that fc«ne yea^s ago a brother of Wabea'* 
-dooa^ of Tieraboo, was fent to £imeo, at the re* 
^uefi of Maheind, a popular chief of that iilandi 
to be their king;4 bat that he had not been thero 
a week before Maheine having caufed him to be 
litlied, fet up for himfelf iir pppofition to Tiera^ 
laboonooe, his fifter*s fdn, who bec^ip^e the lawful 
Jieir; or eik had beenp^tched upon hj the pe<yle 
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-df Otahelte> to focceed to the goverxmient on the 
death of the other. 

Towha> a man of much weight in the ifland^ 
happened not to be at Matavai at this time. It 
however appeared that he was no itranger to 
'what was tranfaded ; and that he entered with 
more fpirit wito.the affair than any other chief. 
For, early in the morning of the lit of Septem- 
ber, a meifenger arrived from him to acquaint 
Otoo, that he had killed a man to be facrificed to 
the Eatooa, to implore the alii fiance of the god 
agaiuft £imeo. This ad of worlhip was to be 
performed at the great moraiat Attahoorooj and 
Otoo's prefcnce, it feems, was abfolutely neceflaiy 
on that folemn occafion. 

I propofed to Otoo that I might be allowed to 
-accompany him^ To this he readi4y eonfented ; 
and we immediately fet out in my boat^ with 
my old friend Potatou, Mr, Anderfon^ and Mr* 
Webber > Omai following in a canoe. 

As foon as we landed at Attahooroo, which was 
about two o'clock in the afternoon. Otoo ex- 
prefled his delire that the feamen might beorder* 
ed to remain in the boat) and that Mr. Anderfon 
Mr. Webber, and myfelf, might take off our hata 
as foon as w^ (liould come to the morai, to which 
we immediately proceeded, attended by a great 
many men and fome boys, but not one woman. 
We found four priells, and their attendants, or 
"affiftants, waiting for us. 

The ceremonies now began. One (^the prieflb* 
attendants brought a young plantain tree, and 
laid it down before Otoo. One of the priefts, 
feated at the morai, now began a long, prayer. 
During this prayer, a man who flood by the offi<* 
ciating prie4 beld i» hia haada two bundl/- 
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feemiiTgly of cloth. In one of -them, a^ Wc after- 
wards found, was the royal maro^ and the other, 
if I may be allowed the expreflion,.was the ark of 
the Eatooa. As fooa as the prayer was ended, 
the priefts at the moral, with their attendants, 
• went and fat down by thofe upon the beach, car- 
rying with them the two bundles. Here they 
renewed their prayers. The dead body was now 
taken out of a canoe, and laid upon the beach, 
with the feet to the fea. The priefts placed them- 
.felves around it, fome fitting and others landing; 
and one, or more of them, repeated fentences for 
about ten minutes. . It was now laid in a parallel 
diredtion with the fea-ihore. One of the priefU 
then, (landing at the feet of it, proaouujced a long 
prayer, in Which he was at times joined by the 
others, each holding in his hand, a tuft of red fea- 
thers. In thp courlc of this prayer fome hair was 
.pulled off the head of the facrifice, aqd the left 
eye taken out, botli which were prefented to'Otoo 
wrapped up in a green leaf. He did not however 
touch it, but gave, to the man who prefented it, 
. the tuft of feathers which he had received from 
Towha. This, with the hair and eye, was car- 
ried back to the priefts. During fome part of this 
, iaft ceremony, a king-fillier making a noife in the 
trees, Otoo turned to me, faying, *' That is th^ 
.£atooa!*' and fecmed to look upon it to be a gpod^ 
omen. 

The body was then carried a little w/iy with it$ 
head toward the morai, and laid under a tree, 
jnear which were fixed three brqad thin pieces of 
wood, differently but. rudely carved. The bun- 
dles of cloth were iaiid on a part of the morai, and 
-the tufts of red feathers were placed at the feet 
f f tbe-facrifice^jsQiMid wM«b \h9 priell* took their 
.;*.., ftations, 
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ftatlons, and we were now allowed to go as near 
as we pleafed. He, who feemed to be the chief 
prieil, fat at a imall diftance, and fpoke for a quar* 
ter of an hour, but witli different tones and gef- 
tures, {o that he feemed to expoftulate with, or 
queftion the dead pcrfon, to whom he con- 
fiantly addreifed himfelf. He then chaunted a 
prayer, which Jailed near half an hour, in a 
whining, melancholy tone, accompanied by two 
other ptiefts, and' in which Potatou and fome 
others joined. In the courfe of this prayer^fome 
more hair was plucked by the prieil from the 
head of the corpfe, and put upon one of the bun* 
dies. After this the chief prieft prayed alone, 
holding in his hand the feathers which came from 
Towha. When he had finiihed, be gaVe them to 
another, who prayed in like manner. Then all 
the tufts of feathers were laid upon the bundles 
of cloth, which clofed the ceremony at this place* 
The corpfe was then carried up to the mofk 
confpicuous part of the morai, with the feathers, 
the two bundles of cloth, and the drums, the laft 
of which beat (lowly. The feathers and bundles 
were laid againft the pile of flones, and the corpfe 
at the foot of them. The prieds, having agaih 
feated themfelves round it, renewed their prayers, 
while fome of their attendants dug a hole about 
two feet deep, into which tlrey threw the unhappy 
vtdlim, and covered it over with earth and ftones. 
While they were putting him into the grave, t 
boy fqueaked aloud, and Omai fa id to me that 
it was the Eatooa. During this time a fire hav- 
ing been made, a dog was produced and killed, 
by twilling his neck and fuffocating him. The 
hair was (inged off, and the entrails taken out 
and thrown into the fire, where they were left 
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confume. The body of the dog, afrer bcin^ be- 
fmeared with blood, and dried over the fire, was, 
witii the liver and heart, carried and laid down 
before the priefts, who fat praying round the 
grave. They continued their ejaculations over 
the dog for fome time, while two men, at inter- 
.vals, beat on two dmnas very loud, and a boy 
fcreamed as before in a loud ihrill voice, three 
different times. This, as we were told, was to 
invite Eatooa to feaft on the banquet that they had 
prepared for him. As foon as the priefts had 
ended their prayers, the carcafe of the dog, with 
what belonged to it, was laid on a fcaffold, about 
iix feet high, that flood clofc by, on which lay 
the remains of two other dogs, and of two pigs, 
which had lately been facrificed, and at this time 
emitted an intolerable ftench. This kept us at a 
greater diftance than would otherwife have been 
required of us. When the dog was put upon the 
icaffold, the priefts and attendants gave a kind of 
ihout, which clofed the ceremonies for the pre- 
fent. The day heing now alfo clofed, we were 
condudted- to a houfe belonging to Potatou, where 
we were entertained and lodged for the night. 
,Somc other religious rites were performed next 
day; but on this futjed.'wc think we have faid 
enough to latisfy our readers, perhaps to difguft 
them. 

. The unhappy vidkim, offered to the objcA of 
their worlhip, u^on this occafion, feemed to be a 
iniddle-aged maft ', and, as we were told, was a 
towtow ; that is, one of the loweft clafs of the peo- 
ple. But, after all my enquiries, I could not learn 
that he had been pitched upon, on account of any 
particular crime, committed by him, meriting 
death. Having bad.au opportuiaity of .^iianoin- 
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Ing the appearance of tlie body of the poor fuf- 
fcrer, now offered up, I could obfervc that it was 
bloody about the head and face, and a good deal 
bruifed upon the right temple j which marked the 
manner of his being killed. And we were told, 
that he had been privately knocked on the head 
with a ftone. 

Whenever any one of the great chiefs thinks a 
human facrifice neceffary, on any particular emer- 
gency, he pitches upon the vidim. Some of his 
trufty fervants are then fent, who fall upon him 
fuddenly, and put him to death with a club, or by 
floning him. The king is next acquainted with 
it, whofe prefence, at the folemn rites tliat fol- 
low, is, as I was told, abfolutely neceffary*; and, 
indeed, on the prefent occaiion, we could obferve 
that Otoobore a principal part. 

It is much to be regretted, that a practice, fo 
horrid in its own nature, and fo dellrudive of 
that inviolable right of felf-prefervation, which 
every one is born with, Ihould be found flill ex- 
ifting. Though we ihould fuppofc that never 
more than one perfon is facrificed on any fingle 
occaiion at Otaheite, it is more than probable 
that thcfe occaiions happen fo frequently, as to 
make a ihocking waile of the human race ; for I 
counted no lefs than forty-nine Ikulls of former 
vidims, lying before the moraf, where we faw 
one more added to the number. And, as none of 
thofe Ikulls had as yet fuffered any coniiderable 
change from the weather, it may hence be inferred 
that no great length of time had elapfed fincer 
at leail this coniiderable number of unhappy 
wretches had been offered upon this altar of blood. 

Human facrifices, however, are not the only: 
barbarous cuiiom we find Ml prevailii^g amqng^ 

th 



t08 THIRD YOTAOB OP 

this be«e\rolenty humane people. For, befides 
cutting out the jaw-bones of their enemies^ ilain 
in battle, which they carry about as trophiesy 
they in fome meafure, oflfer their bodies as a fa«> 
crifice to the Eatooa. Soon after a battle, in 
vhich they have beeo vidors, they coUed all the 
dead that have fallen into their hands, and bring 
them to the morai, where, with a great deal of 
ceremony, they dig; a hole, and bury them all in 
it, as fo many olierings to the gods; but th^r 
ikulls are never after taken up. 

Before we parted, we were aiked, if the folem* 
nity, at which we had been prcfen.t, anfwered 
our expedations ; what opinion we had of its 
<fficacf ; and whether we performed fuch a^ of 
worihip in our own country ? During the cele- 
bration of the horrid ceremony, we had preferved 
a profound iilence ; but as foon as it was clofed> 
had made- no fcruple in exprelBng our fentiments 
very freely about it to Otoo, and thpfe who attend- 
ed him ', of courfe, therefore, I could not conceal 
my detedation of it, in a fubfequent converfation 
with Towha. Omai was made ul'e of as our in*- 
terpreter; and he entered into our arguments 
with fp much fpirit, that this chief feemed to be 
in great wrath, efpecially when he was told, that 
if he had put a man to death in England^ as he 
had done here, bis rank would not have proted- 
ed him from being. hanged for it. Upon this he 
exclaimed, maetio I mar no ! (vile 1 vile ! ) and 
would not hear another word. During this de* 
bate.maay of the natives were prefent, chiefly 
the attendants and fervants of Towha himfelf $ 
and when Omai began to explain the puniih* 
ment that would he infllded in England upon 
tbe greatoft man^ if he luU«d the lo^ao^ft fervant, 

thqf 



CAPTAIK COOK* lO^ 

they fetmed to liilen with great attention ; and 
were, probably, of a different opinion from that 
of their raader on this fubjed. 

On the 4th, a party of us dined aihore with 
Omai, who gave excellent fare, confiding of fifh, 
fowls, pork> and puddings. After dinner I at« 
tended Otoo, who had been one of the party, 
back to his houfe, where I found all his fervants 
▼cry bufy, getting a quantity of provifions ready 
for fne. Amonglt other articles there was a large 
hog, which they killed in my prefence. There 
was alfo a large pudding, the whole procefs in 
making which I law. It was compofed of bread- 
fruit, ripe plantains, taro» and palm or pandanus 
nuts, each rafped, fcraped, or beat up tine, and 
baked by itfclf. A quantity of juice, prefTed 
from, cocoa-nut kernels, was put into a large 
tray» or wooden veflel. The other articles, hot 
from the oven, were depofited in this veflel, and 
a few hot dones were alfo put in to make the 
contents fimmer. Three or four men made ufe 
of flicks to flir the feveral ingredients, till they 
were- incorporated one with another, and the 
juice of the. cocoa-nut was turned to oil, fo that 
the whole mafs, at lali, 'became of the confiftency 
of a hafty-pudding. Some of thefe puddings are 
excellent ; and few that we make in England 
equal them. Otoo*s hog being baked, and the 
pudding, which I have defcribed, being made, 
they, together with two living hogs and a quan- 
tity of bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts, were put into 
a canoe, and fent on board my fhip, followed by 
SDyfelf and all the royal family. 

In the evening of the 7th we played off forae 
fireworks before a great concourfe of people. 
Some were highly entertained with the cxhib" 

Vol.. VIJ. L tiox 



110 THIKD VOYAGB OF 

tion J but by far the greater number pf fpefta* 
tors were terribly frightened, infomuch that it 
was with difHculty we could prevail upon them 
to keep together, to fee the end of the (how. A 
table-rocket was the lail. It flew off the table 
and difperfed the whole crowd in a moment; 
even the moft refolute among them fled with 
precipitation. 

Otoo was not more attentive to fupply our 
wants by a fucceflion of prefents, than he was to 
contribute to our amuferaent, by a fucceflJon of 
diveriions. A party of us having gone down to* 
Oparre on the 10th, he treated us with what 
may be called a play. His three lifters were tho 
adtreifes ^ and the dreffes that they appeared in 
were new and elegant j that is, more fo than we 
had ufunlly met* with at any of thefe iflands. 

In the evening we returned from Oparre, 
where we left Otoo, and all the royal family j 
and I faw none of them till the 12th ; when all, 
but the chief himfelf, paid me a vifit. He, as 
they told me, was gone to Attahooroo, to affift 
this day at another human lacrifice, which the 
chief of Tiaraboo had fent thither to be offered 
up at the morai. This fecond inftance, within 
the courfc of a few days, was too melancholy a 
proof how numerous the vi6tims of this bloodjr 
fupcrftition are amongft this humane people. I 
would have been pr^fent at this facrifice too, had" 
1 known of it in time, for now it was too late. 

The following evening Otoo returned from ex- 
erciflng this moft difagreeable of all his duties as 
fovereign ; and the next day, being now honoured 
with his company. Captain Clerke and I, mtount- 
cd on horfeback, took a ride round the plain of 
Matavai, to the very great furprife of a great 
. • " train 
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train of people who attended on the occafion, 
gazing upon us with as much aftoniflimcnt as if 
vffG had been centaurs. Gmai, indeed, had once 
or twice before this attempted to get on horfe^ 
hack, but he had as often been thrown off before 
be could contrive to feat himfelf, fo that this 
ivas the lirft time they had feen any body ride a 
horfe. What Captain Gierke and I began, was, ' 
after this, repeated every day while we ftaid, by 
one or another of our people. And yet the cu- 
riofity of the natives continued ftill unabated. 
They were exceedingly delighted with thefe ani- 
mals^ after they had iben the iffe that was made 
of them ', and, as far as I could judge, they con- 
veyed to them a better idea of the greatnefs of 
other nations, than all the other novelties put to- 
gether, that their European vi (iters had carried 
amongd them. 

In the morning of the 18th, Mr. AnderfoD, 
jnyfeli, and Omai, went again with Otoo to 
Oparre, and took with us the fheep which I in- 
tended to leave upon the illand, confifting of an 
JSn^liih ram and ewe, and three Cape ewes, all 
which I gave to Otoo. 

After dining with Otoo, we returned to Ma- 
tavai, leaving him at Oparre. This day, and alio 
the 19th, we were very fparingly fupplied with 
fruit. Otoo hearing of this, he and his brother, 
•who had attached himfelf to Captain Clerke, 
came from Oparre, between nine and ten o'clock 
in the evening, with a large fupply for both 
ihips. This marked his humane attention more 
Arongly than any thing he had hitherto done frtr 
us. The next day all the royal family came witk 
prefcnts> fo that our wants were not only re- 
^ . L2 li^yr' 
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lieved, bat we had more provifions than we cotdd 
coiiAune. 

Having got all oipr water on board, the ihip« 
being caulked, the rigging overhauled, and every 
thing put in order, I began to think of leaving 
the iiland, that I might have fufiicieiit tinae to 
fpare for viliting the others in this neighbour^ 
hood. With this view, we removed from the 
ihore our obfervatories and inftruments, and beat 
the (ails. 

£ar]y in the morning of the 22d, Otoo and his 
father came on board to know when I propofed 
failing. For, having been informed that there 
was a good harbour at Eimeo, I had told thea& 
that I fhould viiit that iiland on my way to 
Huaheine ; and they were defirous of taking a 
paiTage with me, and of their fleet failing at the 
fame time to reinforce Towha. As I was ready- 
to take my departure, I lefl it to them to name 
the day ; and the Wednefday following was fix^ 
ed upon, when I was to take on board Otoo, his 
father, mother, and, in ihort, the whole family* 
Thefe points being fettled, I propofed fetting>out 
immediately for Oparre, where all the fleet, titted 
out for the escpedition, was to aflemble this day, 
and to be reviewed. 

I had but juft time to get into my boat, when 
news was brought that Towha had concluded a 
treaty with Maheine, and had returned with his 
fleet to Attahooroo. This unexpe6ted event made 
all farther proceedings in the military way quit^ 
unneceflary j and the war canoes, indead of ren- 
dezvouling at Oparre, were ordered home tQ 
their refpedive diflri^, 

Inow 
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• 1 iiaW returned on board* my Ihip, attended by 
Dtoo*8 mother, his three iifi:ers> and eight more 
women. At firft, I thought that this nunierous 
train of females came into iny boat with no other 
view than to get a paifage to Matavai. But, 
!ivhen we arriv^ at die ihip, they told me th^ 
intended pafling the night on board, for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of undertaking the cure of the dif- 
.order I had complained of; which was a pain of 
the rheumatic kind. I accepted the friendly 
ofierj had a bed fpread for . them upon the cabin 
floor, and fubmitted myfelf to their diredions. 
They began to fqueeze me with both hands from 
liead* to foot, but more particnilarly on the parts 
where the pain was lodged, till they made my 
bones crack, and my £eih became a perfed: 
mummy. In ; Ihort, after undergoing this difcip*- 
line about a quarter of an hour, I was glad to 
get away from them. However, the operation 
gave me immediate relief, which encouraged mc 
to fubmit to another rubbing-down before I 
went to bed; and it was fo effedual, that I 
found myfelf pretty eafy all the night after. My 
female phyficians repeated their prefcription tlie 
next morning; before they went afhore, and again in 
the e\'ening, when they returned on board 5 after 
which 1 found the pains entirely removed 5 and 
the cure being periedted, they took their leave of 
tBLC the following morning. This they call.ro* 
met; an operation, which, in my opinion, far 
exceeds the tielh-brulh, or any thing of the kind, 
ihat we make ufe of externally. It is univerfally 
pradifed amongA thefe inlanders; being fome*^ 
times performed by the men, but more generally 
by the women. 

La 
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The war with £iineo being finally clofed^ all 
our friends paid 119 a vifit on the 26th j and^ ai 
they knew that we were upon the point of fail- 
ing, brought with them more hogs than- we 
could take off their hands. For, having no fait 
left to preferve any, we wanted no more than for 
pre Cent ufe. 

- Our friend Omai got one good thing at this 
iiland, for the many good things he gave away. 
This was a very fine> double failing canoe,cam«- 
pletcly equipped, and lit for the fea. Sometime 
before, I had made up for him a fuit of Engliih 
colours ; but he thought thefe too valuable to be 
iifed at this time; and patched up a parcel of 
colours, fuch as flags and pendants, to the num* 
ber of ten or a dozen, which he fpread on diflFcF* 
ent parts of his veifel, all at the fame time ; and 
drew together as many people to look at her, aa 
a man of war would, dreiTed, in a Europeaa port* 
Thefe ftreamers of Omai were a mixture of £ng« 
liih, French, Spanith, and Dutch, which were all 
Ihe European colours that he had feen. 

Omai had alfo provided himfelf with a good 
ftock of doth * and cocoa-nut oil, which are «ot 
only in greater plenty, but much better at Otq^^ 
heite than at any of the Society Iflands | info« 
much, that they are articles of trade. Omat 
wopld not have behaved fo inconfiAently, and fa 
much unlike himfelf, as he did in many in-< 
itances, but for his fif^r and brother-in-law^ 
who, together with a few»more of their acquaint*^ 
ahce, engroifed him entirely to themfelves^ with 
no other view than to ftrip him of every thing 
he had got. And they would undoubtedly havo 
Succeeded ia theif fghemei if I had not put a iiop 

te 
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^o it in time, by taking the moii ufeful articles 
uf his property into my pofTeliion. 

On the 28th, Otoo came, on board, and in- 
tormed me, that he had got a canoe, which he 
defired I would take with me, and carry home, as 
a prefent from him to his Majefty, the King of 
Great Britain, whom he called Earee rahie no 
P^tane ; it being the only thing he faid that ht 
could fend worth his acceptance. I was not a 
little pleafcd with Otoo for this mark of his gra- 
titade. It was a thought entirely his own, not 
one of tts haying given him the leaft hint about 
it; and it ihewed, that he fully underilood to 
"whomhewas indebted for the moft valuable pre- 
lents he had received. As it was Um large for me to 
take on board, I conld only thank him tor his good 
iotention ; but it would have pleafed him much 
better, if his prefent could have been accepted. 

We were detained here fome dayjs longer than 
J cxpe6ted, by light breezes from the weft. At 
length, at three o'clock in the afternoon of the 
29th, the wind came at eaft, and we weighed an- 
chor. 

The frequent vifits we had lately paid to this 
Hland, feem to have created a fall perfuafion that 
the intercourfc will not be difcontinued. It 
•was ftridly enjoined to nie by Otoo, to requeft, 
in his name, the Earee rahie no Pretane, to fend 
him I by the next ihips, red feathers, and the 
birds that produce them ; axes j half a dozen 
jnuikets, with powder and ihot ; and by no 
means to forget horfes. 

If I could have prevailed upon Omai to £x 
hiokfelf at OOfihcite, I iht>uld not have left it fo 
fooQ as I did. For there was not a probability 
of pur being better or cheaper fupplied with r-- 

freihme 
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freAitnents at any other place than we continaed 
to be here, even at the tinae of our leaving it. 
Be fides, fuch a cordial friendship and confidence 
fubiiiled between us and the inhabitants, as could 
hnrdly be expe6ted any where die; and it was a 
little extraordinary, that this friendly intercourlb 
had never once been fufpended by any untoward 
accident, nor had there been a theft committed 
that deferves to be mentioned. 

When the Spanifli iiiipji, which had forae time 
before touched here, left the illand, four Spani- 
ards remained behind. Two were priefts, one b, 
fervant, and the fourth made himfelf very popu- 
lar among the natives, who diftinguiili him by 
the name of Mateema. He feems to have heext 
a perfon who had ftudied their language 5 or, at 
leaft to have fpoken it fo as to be'underftood; 
and to have taken uncommon pains to ic&prels 
the minds of the iflanders with the moft exalted 
ideas of the greatnefs of the Spahi(h nation, and 
to make them think meanly of the Englilh. He 
even went fo far as to affure them, that we no 
longer exifted as an independent nation: that 
Pretane was only a fmall illand, which they, the 
Spaniards had entirely deftroyed $ and, for m^ 
that they had met with me at fea, and> with a 
few fhot, had fent my fhip, and every foul in her, 
to the bottom ; fo that my viftting Otaheite, at 
this time, was of courfe very unexpeded. 

With what deiign the priefts ftayed we cannot 
guefs. , If it was to convert the natives to the 
catholic faith, they have not fuccecded in any 
one iiiftance. When they had ftaid ten months, 
two (hips came to Ohcitepcha, took them on 
board, and failed again in five days. This hafty 
departure flicws that whatever dcfiga the Spani- 
ards 
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srds mtgbt have had upon this ifland, they had 
BOW laid it afide ; yet before they went away, 
they would have the natives believe that they ftiir 
meant to return, and to bring with them houfes, 
all kinds of snimals, and men and women> who 
were to fettle, live and die on the illand. Otoo 
laid, if the Spaniards ftiould return, he would not 
let them come to Matavai Fort, whiuh, he faid« 
was ours. It was eafy to fee that the idea pleaf- 
€d him 5 li-ttle thinking that the completion of it 
woujd, at once, deprive him of bis kingdom, and 
the people of their liberties. This (hews with 
what facility a fcttlement might be made at Ota- 
beite; which, grateful as I am for repeated good 
offices, I hope wilL.never happen. 

We bad no fooner anchored at the neighbour- 
iog illand of £imeo, than the ihips were crowd* 
ed with the inhabitants, whom curioiity alone 
liTDught on board ; for they had nothing with 
them for the purpofes of barter. But, the next 
snorning, this deficiency was fupplled ; fevcral 
eanoes then arriving from more diflant parts, 
wrhich brought with them abundance of bread- 
fruit, cocoa-nuts, and a few hogs. Thefe they 
exchanged for hatchets, nails, and beads -, for red 
ieatbers were not fo much fought after here> as at 
Otaheite. 

In the morning of the2d.of Oftober, Maheine, 
tlic chief of the ifland, paid me a vifit. He ap- 
proached the fhip with great caution, and it re- 
quired fome pcrfuafion to get him 'on board. 

This chief, who, with a few followers, had 
made himfelf, in a manner, independent of Ota- 
Leite, is between forty and fifty years old. He 
h bald-headed 5 which is rather an uncommon 
^pcarance in, thefe iilands, at that age. ^' 
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vore a kind of turban, and feemed afbamed to 
iliew his head. They had feen us (have the bead 
of one of their people, whona we had caught 
Xtealing; they, therefore, concluded that this was 
the puniihment ufaally inflidted by us upon all 
thieves ; and one or two of our gentlemen, whofe 
heads were not overburthened with hair, we could 
obferve, lay. under violent fufpicions of being te* 
tos, or thieves. 

Having employed two or three days in getting 
up all our fpirit calks, to tar their heads, which 
we found neceffary, to fave them from the efforts 
of a fmall infe6t to deftroy them, we hauled the 
ihip off into the ftream^ on the 6th of Oftober in 
die morning, intending to put to fea the next day 5 
but an accident happened that prevented it. We 
had fent our goats aihore, to graze, with two 
men to look after them 5 notwithftanding which 
precaution, the natives had contrived to Seal one 
of them this evening. The lofs of this goat 
would have been of little confequence, if it had 
.not interfered with my views of Hocking other 
iflands with thefe animals; but this being the 
cafe, it became neceffary to recover it,ifpoliible; 
' and after much trouble we fucceeded. 

At Eimeo we abundantly fupplied the fhips 
with firewood. We had not taken in any at Ota- 
heite, where the procuring this article would 
have been very inconvenient 5 thefe not being a 
tree at Matavai but what is ufefiil to the inha- 
bitants. We alfo got here good flore of refrelh- 
ments. 

There is a very ftriking difference in the wo- 
men of this ifland and thofe of Otahcite. Thofc 
of Eimeo are of low ftature,- have a dark hue^ 
and, in general, forbidding features. If we met 

with 
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With' a fine woman amougft thetn> we were Aire, 
upon enquiry, to find that Ihe had come from 
ibme other ifland. 

We left Eimeo on the 12th of Odober, and 
the next morning we faw Huaheine. At noon 
we anchored at the north entrance of Owharre 
harbour, which is on the well iide of the iilnnd. 

Our arrival brought all the principal people of 
the iiland to our fhips, on the next rooming, be- 
ing the 1 3th. This was jufl what I wifhed, as it 
was high time to think of fettling Omai ; and 
the prefence of thefe chiefs, I gueffed would en- 
able me to do it in the molt fatisfadtory manner. 
He now feeroed to have an inclination to eflablifh 
himfelf at Ulietea ; and if he and I could have 
agreed about the mode of bringing that plan to 
bear, I iliould have had no objedion to adopt it. 
Kis father had been difpofleffed by the men of Bo- 
labola, when they conquered Ulietea, of fome land 
in tliat iiland ; and I made no doubt of being 
able to get it reitored to the fon in an amicable 
manner. For that purpofe it was necelTary that 
he fliould be on good terms with thofe who now 
were matters of the iiland 5 but he was too great 
a j^atriot to liflen to any fuch thing; and was 
vain enough to fuppofe that I would reinflate him 
in his forfeited lands by force. This made it im- 
poliible to fix him at Ulietea, and pointed out 
to me Huaheine as the proper place. I, there- 
fore, refolved to avail myfelf of the prefence of 
the chief men of the iiland, and to make this 
propoial to them. 

After the hurry of the morning was over, we 
got ready to pay a formal viiit to Taireetareea, 
the fovereign, meaning then to introduce thisbu- 
fincfs. Omai dreffed himfelf rcry properly on tb^ 

occailo 
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occafion; and prepared a handfome prefisnt for 
the chief himlelf, and another for his £atooa« 
Indeed, after he had got clear of the gang tiiat 
furrounded iiim at Otaheite> he behaved with 
fuch prudence as to gain refped. We waited 
fome time for Taireetareea, as I would do no- 
thing till the Earee rahie came ; but when he ap- 
peared, I found that his prefenoe might have 
been diipenled with, as he was not above eight 
or ten years of age. Omai, who (lood at a little 
diftance from this circle of great men, began 
with making his offering to the gods, confilting 
of red feathers, cloth, &c. £ach article was laid 
before one of the company, who, I underftood 
was a prieft, and wits delivered with a fet fpeech. 
w prayer, fpoken by one of Omai*s friends, who 
fat by him, but modly didated by himfelf. In 
Ihefe prayers, he did not forget his friends in 
England, nor thofe who had brought him fafe 
back. The Earee rahie no Pretane, Lord Sand- 
wich, Toote, Tatee *, were mentioned in every 
one of them. When Omai's offerings and prayers 
were finiihed, the prieft took each article, in the 
fame order in which it had been laid before him, 
and after repeating a prayer, fent«it to the mo- 
ral ; whieh, as Omai told us, was at a great dif- 
tance, otherwile the offerings would have been 
made there. 

Thefe religious ceremonies having been per- 
formed, Omai fat down by me, and we entered 
upon bufinefs. Omais ellablilhment was then 
propofed .o the alTembled chiefs. 

He acquainted them, ** That he had been car- 
ried by us into our country, where he was wdl 

V • Cook and Clerks 
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received by the great king and his Earees, and 
treated with every nuirk of regard and affedtion, 
while he ilaid amongfl us; that he had been 
brought back again, enriched, by our liberality^ 
with a variety of articles, which would prove ve- 
ry ufeful to his couutrymehj and that, befldes 
the two horfes which were to remain with him, 
ieveral new and valuable animaJs had been left 
at Otaheite, which would foon multiply, and fur* 
niih a fufficieut number for the ufe of all the 
iflands in the neighbourhood. He then iignifi- 
ed to them, that it was my earneH requeH, in re- 
turn for all my friendly ofHces, that they would 
give him a piece of land, to build a houfe upon, 
and to raife proviiians for himfelf and fervants $ 
adding, that if this could not be obtained for him 
in Huaheine, either by gift 6r by purchafe, I waa 
determined to carry him to Ulietea^ and fix him 
there/* 

One of the chiefs immediately expreflcd him- 
felf to this effea: « That the whole Ifland of 
Huaheine, and every thing in it were mine -, and 
that, therefore, I might give what portion of it I 
pteafed to my friend." Omai was greatly pleaf* 
ed to hear this; thinking, no doubt, that I ihould 
be very liberal, and give him enough. Bat to 
offer what it would have been improper to ac- 
cept, I coniidered as offering nothing at all -, and, 
therefore, I now defiredthat they woulc^ not on- 
ly a£%n the particular fpot^ but alfo the exa6t 
quantity of land, which they would allot for the 
fettlement. And, after a fhort confnltation 
among tliemfelves, my requefl was granted by 
general conleut; and the ground immediately 
pitched upon, adjoining to the houfe where our 
meeting was held. The extent along the ifaorr 
ef the harbour, was about two hundred yards 
. V«r Vft TVr an< 
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and Its depth, to the foot of the hill fomewhat 
more ; but a proportional part of the hill was in- 
cluded in the grant. 

,This bufinefs being fettled to the fatisfaftion 
of all parties, I fet up a tent alhore, eilablilhcd a 
poft, and eredted the obfervatories. The carpen- 
ters of both (hips were alfo fet to work to build 
a fmall houfe for Omai, in which he might fe- 
eure the European commodities that were his. 
property. At the fame time, fome hands were em- 
ployed in making a garden for his ufe. 
• Omai now began ferioiifly to attend to his own 
affairs, and repented heartily of his ill-judged 
prodigality while at Otahdice. He found at 
Huaheine, a brother,- a lifter, and a brother-in- 
law ; the Mer being married* But-thefe did not 
plunder him, as he 'had lately been by bis other 
relations. I was forty, however, to difcover, that 
though they were too honeft to do him any injtH 
ry, they were of too little cbnfequcnce in the 
illand to do him any pofitive good. They had 
neither authority nor influence to proteft his 
perfon, or his property 5 and, in that helplefs 
Situation, I had reafon to apprehend that he' run 
great rilk of being ftripped of every thing he had 
got from us, as iooo as he fhould ccafe to* hdvc 
us within his Teach. 

A man who is richer, than his neighbours, is 
fure to be envied by numbers who wilh ^o- fee 
him brouglit down to their own level. But in 
countries, where dvillvationj law, and religion, 
impofe their reftraints, the rich have a.reafonable 
ground of fecurity. It was very dilFerent with 
Omai. He was to live amongft thofe who arc 
ftrangers, in a great meafure, to any other prin- 
ciple of adtion befides the immediate impulfe of 
their natural feelings. Bu^t^ what was his prin- 
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cipal danger, he was to be placed in the very fin- 
gular fituation pf being the only rich man in the 
comniunity to which he was to belong. And 
having, by a fortunate connexion with us, got 
into his pofleflion an acciKnulated quantity of a 
fpecies of treafures which none of his country- 
'men could create by any art or induftry of their 
own, whUe all coveted a fhare of this envied 
wealth, it was natural to apprehend that all would 
be ready to join in attempting to ftrip its fole pror 
^rietor. 

To prevent this, if poflible, I advifed him to 
make a proper diftribuiion of feme of his move^ 
^bled> to two or three of the principal chiefs 3 
whOf being thus gratified themfelves, might be 
induced to take him under their patronage, and ^ 
)>roted him from the injuries of others. He proj- 
mifed to follow my advice 4 arid I heard, with 
-fatisfadUon,: before I failed, that this very prja- 
jicnt ftep had been taken. Not trufling, how- 
i^ver, entirely to the operations of gratitude, I had 
jecourfe to the more tbrcible motive of intimida- 
tion. With this view, I took eveiy opportunity 
jo{ notifying to the inlwibitants, that it was my in- 
len.tion to return to their ifland again, after being 
abfeut the ufual time 5 and that.'if I did not find 
Omai in the fame flate of fecCirity in which I 
was now to leave .hirti, all thofe whom I fiiould 
then difcover to have been his enemies, might' 
expe^ to feel the weight of my refentment. 

While .we. l^y. in this harbour, we carried 
afliore the bread, remaining in the bread-room, 
to dear it of vermin. The number of cock- 
roaches that infefted the Ihip at this time is in- 
credible } the damage they did us was very con- 
iiderable ; and eyery uaethod devifed by ajs to de^ 
AtOX ^-^^"^ proved ineiFe^ual. According to M 
M o. Ande 
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Anderfon's obfervations, they were of two fort?, 
the blatta orientalis and germanica. The firll of 
thefe had been carred home in the fhip from her 
former voyage, where they withftood the fcverity 
of the hard winter in 1776, though ihe was in 
dock all the time. The others had only made t^eir 
appearance fince our leaving New 2^aland ; but 
had increafed fo £Eift> that when a fail was loofen- 
ed, thoufands of them fell upon the decks. The 
orientalis, though in infinite numbers, foarcely 
came out but in the night, when they made ever 
ry thing in the cabin feem as if in motion^ from 
the particular noife in crawling about. 

The intercourfe of trade, and friendly offices, 
was carried on between us and the natives, with- 
out being difturbed by any one accident^ till tlie 
evening of the 22d, when a man found means to 
get into Mr. Bayly's obfervatory, and to carry ^ 
a fextant unobferved. As foon as I was made 
acquainted with the theft, I wentaihore, and got 
Omai to apply to the chiefs to procure reftitutiooi 
He did foj but they took no fteps towards it, 
being more attentive to a heeva, that was theft 
aAing, till I ordered the performers of the exhi* 
bition to defift. They were now convinced that 
I was in earnefl:, aftd began to make fome en- 
quiry after the thief, who-was fitting in the midft 
of them, quite unconcerned, infomoch that I was 
in great doubt of his being the guilty perfon ; 
efpecially as he denied it. Omai, however, af- 
furing me that he was the man, I fent him on 
board the fliip, and there donfined him. This 
raifed a general ferment -amongft the aiCembled 
natives; and the whole body fied^ in fpite of all 
my endeavours to ftop them. Having employed 
Omai to examine the prifooer> with fome difB- 

ciiltjr 
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cuky he was brought to confefs where he had 
hid the fextant j but, as it w?is now dark, we 
could not find it till day-light the next morning, 
when it was brought back unhurt. After this 
the natives recovered from their fright, and be- 
gan to gather about us as ufual. As the thief 
.feeraed to be a very hardened fellow, I punilhed 
him with fonie feverity. 

This, however, did not deter him 5 for, in the 
night, between the 24th and 25th, a general 
alarm was fpread, occafioned, as was faid, by 
one of our g(iats being ftolen by this very man. 
On examination, we found that all was fafe in 
that quarter. Probably, the goats were fo well 
guarded, that he could not put his defign in ex- 
ecution. But his hoftilities had fucceeded againll 
another object J and it appeared that he hacj de- 
ftroyed and carried ofFfeveral vines and cabbage 
plants, in Omai's grounds 5 and he publicly 
threatened to kill him, and to burn l^s houfe, as 
fooa as we lliould leave the ifland. To prevent 
the fellow's doing me and Omai any more mif- 
chief, I had him feized, and confined again on 
board the fliip, with a view of carrying him off 
the ifland j and it feejiied to give general fatif- 
fa6iion to the chiefs, that I meant thus to difpofe 
of him. 

Omai's houfe being nearly finifhed, many of 
his moveables were carried afhore on the 26th. 
Amougft a variety of other ufelefs articles, was a 
box of toys, which, when expofed to public view, 
feemed greatly to pleafe the gazing multitude. 
But as to his pots, kettles, dilhes, plates, drink<- 
jng-mugs, glalTes, and the whole train of our do- 
meflic accommodations, hardly any one of his 
countrymen would fo niuch as look at them. 
M 3 ^-' 
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Omai himfelf now began to think that iheywtfc 
of no manner of ufe to him ; that a baked hog 
was more favory food than a boiled one 5 that a 
plantain leaf made as good a difh or plate as pew- 
ter J and that a cocoa-nut (hell-was as conveni- 
ent a goble^ as a black jack. And, therefore, he 
very wileljf difpofed of as many of tbefe articles 
of Englifti I'urniture, for the kitchen and pantry, 
as he could find purchafers for, amongfl the peo- 
ple of the ihips ; receiving from them, in return, 
hatchets; and other iron tools, which had a more 
intrindc value in this part of the world, and add- 
ed more to his diftinguiftiing fuperiority over 
thofe with whom he was to pafs the remainder 
of his days. 

Early in the morning of the 30th, the Bolabo- 
la man, whom I had in confinement, found 
means to make his efcape out of the ihip. Up- 
on enquiry, it appeared, that not only the fentiy 
placed over the prifooer, but the whole watch, 
upon the quarter deck, where he "was confined, 
had laid themfelves down to fleep. He feized 
the opportunity to take the key of the irons out 
of the binnacle drawer, where he had feen it put, 
and fet himfelf at liberty. I was not a little 
pleafed to hear, afterward, that this fellow had 
tranfported himfelf to Ulietea. 

As foon as Omai was fettled in his new habi- 
tation, I began to think of leaving the idandj 
and got every tliing off from the fliore this even- 
ing, except the horfe and mare, and a goat big 
with kid ; which were left in the poflcflion of 
our friend, with whom we were now finally to 
part. I alfo gave him a boar and two fows of 
the Englifh breed; and he bad got a fow or two 
•fr' his owa. 

The 
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The hifbry o( Oxnai will, perhaps, ihtereft a 
▼ery numerous clafs of readers, more than any 
other occurrence of the voyage. Every circum-* 
fiance, therefore, which may ferve to convey ^ 
fatisfadory account of the exad iituation ia 
which he was left, will be thought worth pre- 
ferving ; and the following particulars are add** 
cd, to complete the view of his dome^ic efta- 
blifhment. He had picked up, at Otaheite, four 
or five Toutous; the two New Zealand youths 
remained with him ; and his brother, and fomd 
others, joined him at Huaheine ; fo that his fa- 
roily con(ifi;ed already Of eight or ten perfons ^ if 
that can be called a family, to which ndl £l (ingle 
female, as yet, belonged. At prefent Omai did 
not feem at all difpofed to take unto himfelf a 
wife. /. X 

The houfe that we ere^e^ for. him was twcn* 
ty-foar feet by eighteen j and ten feet high. It 
was fettled that, immediately after our departure, 
he fhould begin to build a large houfe, after the 
faihion of his country ; one end of which was to 
be brought over that which we had ereded, fo 
a« to inclofe it entirely, for greater fecurity. Ia 
this work, fome of the chiefs promifed to affift 
him 5 and, if the intended building fhould cover 
the ground which he marked out> it will be as 
large as mofi upon the ifland. 

His European weapons confined of a mufket, 
bayonet, and cartouch box; a fowling-piece; 
two pair of piflols ; and two or three fwords or 
cutlaffes. The pofTefiion of thefe made him quite 
happy 3 which was my only view in giving him 
fach prefents. For I was always of opinion, that . 
be would have been happier without firearms, 
and other European weapons^ than with tl^m ; 
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as fuch IfsplemeDts of war, in the hands of one, 
whofe prudent ufe of them I had fome grounds 
for midruiling, would, rather increafe liis dan- 
gers than eftablifhhis fuperiority. After he had - 
got on fhore every thing that belonged to him, 
and was fettled in his houfe,.he had moft of th© 
officers of both ihips, two or three tinies» to din- 
xter i and his table was always well fupplied with 
the very beft provifions that the ifland produced. 
Before I failed, I had the following infcription 
cut upon the outiide of his houfe : 

Georgius Tertius, Rex, 2 Novembris, 1777* 
"Nil ft^c' ^ Reifolution, Jac" Cook, Pr. . 
^^^^^ j Difcoveiy, Car. Clerke, Pr. 

On the 2d of November, at four in the after- 
noon, I took the advatttagcvof a breeze, which 
then fprung up at eaft, aiSirfeiled out of the har- 
bour. Moft of our friends remained on board 
till the fhips were under fail j when, to gratify 
their curioiity, I ordered, five guns to be fired. 
They tbaa all took their leave, except Omai, 
who remained till we* were at fea. In an. hour 
or two after he went afhore, taking a very affec- 
tionate farewell of all t3ae officers. He ftiflained 
himfelf with a. manly refolution, till h^ came to 
me. Then his utmoft efforts to conceal his tears 
itiiled } and Mr. King,- who went in the boat, 
told me that he wept all the time in going afliore. 

It was no fmall fatisfadtiou to refled, that we 
had brought him fafe back to the very Ipot from 
which he was taken. And, yet, fuch is the 
firange nature of human affairs, that it is proba- 
ble we left him in a lefs defirable fituation, than 
he was in. before his connection with us. 

Omal^ 
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Otnai, from being mtich careffcd in England, 
led fight of his original condition 3 and never 
confidered in what manner his acquifitions, either 
of knowledge or of riches, 'would be eftimated 
by his countrymen, at his return 5 which were 
the ohly things he could have to recommend hini 
to them now, more tlian before, and on which hp 
could build his future greatnefs or happinefs. 
Rank feems tabc the Very foundation of all dif- 
tin^ion here, and, of its attendant, power j and, 
fo peninacioufly, or rather blindly, adhered tb, 
that, unlefs a perfon has fome degree of it, he 
will certainly be defpifed and hated, if he af- 
fumes the appearance of exercifing any autho- 
rity. This was really the cafe, in fome meaforc, 
with Omai ; though his countrymen were pretty 
cautious of expreffin*g their fentiments while we 
remained amongft them. Had he made a proper 
ufe of the prefents he brought with him from 
England, this, with the knowledge he had ac« 
quired by travelling fo far, might' bave enabled 
him to form the mod ufeful connections. But 
we have already given inftanced of his childifh 
inattentton to this obvious means of advancing 
his intereft. His fchemes feemed to be of a 
higher, though ridiculous, nature; indeed, I 
mi^ht fay, meaner 5 for revenge, rather than a 
denre of becoming great, appeared to aftuate him 
from the beginning. This, however, may he ex- 
cnCeAf if we coniider that it is common ' to his 
countrymen. His father was, doubtlefs, a mari 
of confiderable property in Ulietea, when that * 
iiland was conquered by thofe of fiolabola ; and, 
with many others, fought refuge m HaaheinC| 
where he died, and left Omai, with fome other 
children} who, by that means, became totally 

dependant 
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dependant. In this fituation, he was taken ; tip 
by Captain Furneaux, uiVd carried to England, 
y^hether he jeally expeded, from his treatment 
there, that any affiftance woul4 be given him 
againfl the enemies of his father and his countr}-, 
or whether he imagined that his own perfonal 
courage, and fuperiority of knowledge, would be 
fufficient to difpoflefs the conquerors of Ulietea, 
is uncertain j but from the beginning of the voy- 
age, this was his conHaut theme. He would not 
liflen to our remonftrances on fo wild a deter- 
mination ', but flew into a paOlon, if more mo- 
derate and reafonable counfels were propofed for 
)iis advantage. As we advanced, however, on 
our voyage, he became more fenlible of his error j 
and, by the time we reached the Friendly lilands, 
had even fuch appreheniions of his reception at 
home, that he would faia have Iftaid behind at 
Tongataboo, under Feenou*s prote6lion. At thefe 
Iflands he fquandered away muc)) of his Euro- 
pean treafuri?, very unu^CjeiTarily/ At Matavai, 
be continued' the fame inconiiderate behavipu|v 
till I abfolutely put a Hop to his profuiion. 
. Whether the remains of his European wealth, 
-which, after all his improvident wafle, was Hili 
confiderable, will be more prudently, .adminifter" 
ed by him, or whether, the ileps I took, as already 
explained, to infure him protedion in Huaheine, 
fhall have proved efFedlual, mud be left to the 
decifion of future navigators of this ocean; with 
whom it cannot but be a principal object of cu- 
riofity to trace the future fortunes of our travel- 
ler. . 

Whatever faults belpn ged to Omai*s chara£ler, 
they were more than, overbalanced by his great 
good-nature and docile difpofition. During the 

whole 
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wholfe tune he was with me, I very fcldom had 
reafonto be ferioufly d?fpleafed with his general 
condud. His grateful heart always retained the 
higheft fenfe of the favours he had received in 
England 5 nor will he ever forget thofe who ho- 
noured him with their protection and friendihip, 
daring his ftay ihercf. 'He had a tolerable Ihare 
of underftanding/5\it'\^ahted application and 
perfeverance to exert it j fo that his knowledge 
of things was very general, and/ in many in- 
ftances,' imperfeft'. He was not a man of much' 
obfervation. There were many ufeful arts, aaf 
well as elegant amufements, flmongft the people 
of the Friendly Iftands, which. he might ha vci 
conveyed to his ownj where they probably woulij 
h^ye been readily adopted, as being fo much in 
their own way. ' But F never found that he ufed 
the leafb endeavour ^ to- make himfelf mailer o£ 
any one; This kind of indifti-ence is, indeed, 
the chara^eriftic foibhS of his nation. We are 
not, th««efoTe, to^xpe^ that' Omai will be able 
to introduce many of our arts and biiftoms 
atnongft them, or much improve thofe to which 
they have been long habituatc!d. 1 am confident, 
however, that he wiil^ endeavour to bring to per- 
fedion, (be various frui ts arid vegetables we plant- 
ed, wliich^will be fto-fmsill acqtiifition. But the 
greatcft benefit'thefift illands are likely to receive 
from- Omai*s trdvels, 'will be In the animals that 
have been left upon them 5 which, probably, they 
never would have g6t, had he not come to 
England. • When thefe multiply, of which t- 
tfaink there is little doubt, Otaheite, and the So- 
cietv li^nds, will equal, if not exceed, any place 
in tne known worlds for proyifions. 
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Oixiai*s Teturo, and the fubftantial proofs be 
brought back with hioa <^ oar liberality^ eocou- 
raged many to offer themfelves as Tolunteers to 
attend me to Pretaae. I took every of^rtunity 
of exprefljQg my determiii^tion to reject all fuch 
applications. 

If there had been the nioft didant probability 
of any. fliip being agaia ftnt to New Zealand, I 
would have brought the two youths of that coun* 
try home with me 5 as both of them wcr^c very 
defiroius of continuing with us. Tiajrooa, the 
elded, was an exceedingly well-difpofed young 
ipan> with fb-ong natural fenfe, and capable of 
receiving any inftrudion. He feeined to be ful- 
ly feniibfe of the inferiority of bis own country 
to thefe iflands, and vefigned himfelf, though 
perhaps with relu/^anc^, to end his days in eafe 
and p^eiUy, m Huaheine.. But the other was fo 
droDgly a)ttache4 ^. u,s, tfuit he was taken out of 
the ibip, and carricii fifl^^re by force. He was a 
wittj, ftnart.boy; and on that.. account. Jnuch 
noticed pn; board. 

The boat which .cs^rripd OmaL aihore, (nev«r 
to join us again,) having returned to the fhip^ 
we boifted her in, an4,iinmediately ftood over for 
tJlietea* wl^ne I in,tpnd^d ito touch next, 
. On the 4th we arrived in the harbour of ;Oha* 
maneno, and were vifited by Oreo, the diief of 
tlie ifland, with whom I interchanged icivilitiea 
and pr^fents. ' ..... 

On. the 6th^ we fefup.the oblervatories/ and 
got the i)eceflary inftrumentfl on ihote. 

Tliough we,teidi (ipfijarated from Omai, we w«r* 
fliU near enough tqbaye.iPtpUigeice of.luspfo- 
ceaiiftgS; andlthad. deiired to hear frooO hlm,. 
Accordiogly, about a fortnight after our arrival 
f - .- a i at 
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«^/UUetea> he f^Qt two of his people in^ oai^oes 
who brought mq the fatisfa6toiy intejjig^i^co, 
jdia^ be r^pgi^ined uodifturbed by the people o( 
the iOand^ and that ei^^^ ^hing went well wit\i 
h'ush^ except tb»t hh goat had died jn kidding. 
He aocompaoied tlvis. intalligencc with a requeft> 
itbat I wpuld fend binpi another goat, and jtwp 
9%e^. £eing' happy to have this additipnal op- 
portunity of fjerving blw, the meiTengers were 
fcwt back to Huahein^j on the 18tb> with the 
axes^ and two: kids, male and femalej which 
wcr^ fpared for him out of the Difcovery. 
. (ihx the !J4tb> l.w^s ipfornied that a n^i^fliipr 
man and a fe^mani both belonging to tbe Difcg^ 
very, ^vere oiilflng. As the midfliipman Y'as 
known to have j&^preiTed a deiire to re^^in ai 
tbefe iflands, it feemed pretty certain that he an^ 
bi^ companion had gone ofi" with this intention ; 
Ai)d Capteia Ckrke fet out in qufift pf thj^rn* with 
jtwo aoned boats^ and a party pf marines. Ha» . 
f icpedition proved fruitlefs, for he returned in thp 
cvexuxvg without having, got any certain intelli- 
geooe \vherj8 they -^erc. From the condu6t oi 
Ube natives, Captain Gierke feemed to think thaj: 
th^y intended to conceal thedelfcrtersj and, with 
that Yi«w> .had amufed him with falfe informa- 
tion the who^e day, and direded him to fearc^ 
for thqm in places whfore they were not to bp 
found. The captain judged right 5 for, thp nex^ 
morning, we were told that our runaways ^lipxp 
at Qtaha* As thefe two were not the only per- 
foos in the ihips who wiihed to end their days 91^ 
theie favourite iOands, in order to put a fiop tp 
any further defertion, it was necefiary to ge^ 
tioim ^ack ^t all ereots ; and thiit the jaative? 
VoL.VU. N m^ 
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might be convinced that I was in earneft, I le- 
folved to go after them myCdLf, 

Accordingly^ I fet out the next moiningy with 
two armed boats^ being accompanied by the chief 
faimfelf. I proceeded, as he direded, without 
flopping any where, till we came to the middle 
of the eaft fide of Otaha. But when we got to 
the place where we expeded to find them, we 
were told, that they had quitted this ifland, and 
gone over to Bolabola the day before. I did not 
think proper to follow them thither 5 bat re- 
turned to the fliips 5 fully determined, however, 
to have recourfe to a meafure, which, I guefied 
Would oblige the natives to bring them back. 

Soon after day-break, the chief, his fon, daugh-' 
ter, and fon-in-law, came on board the Refolu- 
tion. The three laft I refolved to detain, till the 
two deferters fhould be brought back. Witi 
this view. Captain Gierke invited them to go on 
board his ihip ; and as foon as they arrived there, 
confined them in his cabin. The chief was with 
me when the news reached him. He immedi* 
ttely acquainted me with it, fuppofing that this 
ftep had been taken without my knowledge, and 
confequently without my approbation. I in- 
Hantly undeceived him ; and then he began to 
have apprehenfions as to his own iituation, and 
his looks exprefTed the utmoft perturbation of 
mind. But I foon made him eafy as to this, by 
telling him that he was at liberty to leave the 
fhip whenever he pleafed, and to lake fuch mea- 
fures as( he' (hould judge be^ calculated to get our 
two men back ; that if he fucceeded, his friends 
on board the Difcovery fhould be delivered up j 
if not, that I was determined to carry them 
•way with me. 

Ore» 
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Oreo himfelf did not give way to unavailing 
lamentations, but inftantly began his exertions 
to recover our defertcrs, by difpatching a canoe 
to Bdiabola, with a meflage to Opoony, the fo- 
vereign of tliat idand, acquainting him with 
what had happened, and requeuing him to feize 
the two fugitives, and fend them back. Th« 
meifenger, who was no lefs a man than the fa* 
ther of Pootoe, Oreo's fon-in-law, before he fet 
out, came to receive my commands. 

The confequencr, however, . of the prifonertf. 
was fo great, that the natives did not think pro- 
per to truft to the return of our people for their re- 
leafe ', or, at lead, their impatience was fo greats 
that it hurried them to meditate an attempt which 
might have involved them in Hill greater didrefs^ 
had it not been fortunately prevented. Betweea. 
£ve and fix o'clock in the evening, I obferved that 
all their canoes, in and about the harbour, began to 
move off, as if fome fudden panic had feized 
them. I was a(hore, abreaft of the fhip, at the 
time, and enquired, in vain, to find out the 
caufe ; till our people called to us from the Dii^ 
covery, and told us that a party of the natives 
had feized Captain Gierke and Mr. Gore, who 
had walked out a little way from the ihips« 
Struck with the boldnefs of this plan of retalia- 
tion, which feemed to counterad me fo effedu- 
ally in my own way, there was no time to deli- 
berate. I inftantly ordered the people to arm ; 
and, in lefs than five miniites, a ftrong party, un- 
der the command of Mr. King, was fent to ref- 
cue our two gentlemen. At the fame time, two 
armed boats, and a party under Mr. Williamfon, 
went after the flying canoes, to cut off their re- 
treat to the ibore. Thefe feveral detachments 
N 2 wcri 



were hardly out of fights "before srn ficcocmt Ar- 
rived that we had been milibforaxed; tipon which 
I fent and called them all in. 

It was evident, however, from feveral corro- 
borating circumftancesi that the deiign of feizing 
Captain Gierke had really been in agitation 
mnongft the natives. Nay, they made no fecret 
in fpeaking of it the next day. But their firft 
and great plan of optrationsi was to havb laid 
bold of me. It was my cuftom, every evening, tc 
bathe in the frefh water. Very often I went 
alone; and always without arms. Expcfting 
me to go, as ufudl, this evening, they had deter* 
mined to feize me, aiid Captain Clerke too, if he 
had accompanied me. But I had, after confining 
Oreo*s family, thought it prudent to avoid pat- 
ting rhyfelf in their power j and had cautioiied 
Captain Clerke, and the officers, not to go far 
from the fhips. In the courfe of the afternoon, 
the chief afked me three feveral times, if I wcmld 
nbt go to the bathing platie j and whien hfe found, 
at lafl, that I could not be prevailed upon, he 
went off, with the reft of his people^ in fpiti of 
all that I could do or fay to Itop him. But as I 
had no fufpicion, at this time, of their defign, I 
imagined that fome fndden fright had (hi ted 
them, which would, as ufual, fo'on be over. 
Finding themfelves difappointed as to me, thg^ 
fixed on thofc who were more in their power. It 
was fortunate, for all parties, that they did not 
fucceed 5 and not leis fortunate, that no niif- 
chief was done on the occafion. For not a muf- 
ket was fired, except two or three, to ftop the ca- 
noes. To that firing, perhaps, MeflVS. Clerk© 
and Gore owed th^irfafety 5 for, at thdt very 
i)iftant> a party of the natives, armed with clabi; 

were 
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vei« advancibg toward them ; and, 6n hearing 
the report of the mulkets^ they difporfed. 

Oreo, the chief, being uneafy, as well as my- 
felf, that no account had been received from Bo- 
]abola> fet out the evening of the 28th, for that 
iXLand, and detired me to follow down the ne^t 
day with the iliips. This was my intention j but 
the wind would not admit of our getting to fea. 
Bat the fame wipd, which kept us in the harbour^ 
brought Oreo back from Bolabola with the two 
deferters. They had reached Otaha the fame 
night they deferted -, but» finding it impofSble to 
get to any of the iflands to the eafiward, for want 
of wind, they had proceeded to Bolabola, and 
from thence tp the fmall ifland Toobaee^ where 
they were taken. As foon as they were on board,' 
the three prifoners were releafed. Thus ended- 
an affair which had given me much trouble and 
vexation. Nor would I have exerted myfelf fo 
refolutely on the occafion, but for the reafoh be- 
fore-mentioned, and to fave the fon of a brother 
officer from being loft to his country. 

. The .wi^nd continuing contrary, confined us in 
the harbour till the morning of the 7th of De** 
cember} when we took the advantage of a light 
breeze at north-eafl, and, with the affiftance of 
all the boats, got out to fea. 

As fopn as we had ^ot clear of the harbour, 
we took our Ifaye of LTlietea, andfteered for Bo- 
labola, Oreo, and ii^K^er eight men more, took a 
paflage with us. iVly fole objeft in vifiting thi< 
liland was, to get pofleflion of an anchor> which 
^.Bougainville had loft at Ota^eitej it was 
taken up t^v^re, an4 fent to the chief of this placei 
as a prefentr I wanted it :to- fabricate hatchets 
N^a; [^l^ f ^_ an* 
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ahd other Iron tool^^ whkh w^ had ^Imoft &l^ 
pcnded in exchange for refreihments, ind wi© 
now wanted to create a new llbck of trading aft- 
ticles. 

We landed ^htre the natives directed trs 5 and, 
ibon after, I was introduced to Opoony, the chief, 
in the midff of a great conconrfe of people, har- 
ing nX) titne to lofe, als foon as the necellary for-* 
nialitjr of compliments was 6ver> I alked the 
chief to give me the anchor, and produced the 
pfefent I had prepared f6r him, coAfifting of a 
lirien i4ight-gown, a (hirt, ifome gauze handker-* 
chiefs, a Ipoking-glarsi'fbtne' beads, and other 
tbysj and firl axes. Upon ^tlie i-eifieipt of thefo 
prcfents, he drdterfed it to be ddiVened. Having 
thtis cott^plet«d my negotiationj" I returned ' on- 
tooard, hoiftcd in the boats, and made fail'front 
the ifland to the north, 

When we <:on(ider that this ifland is riot mortf 
than eight l^gues in compafs, it is ratlier re- 
inarkabte that its people fhdald have attempted, or 
have been .able to achieve the conqueft of ulietea 
aridOtaha, the former of whith^iflands is, of it- 
ft]f, at leaft doubleits fiz^: * ' " ' 

How high the Bol^bola men are now in efti- 
itiation at Otaheite, may be inferred from Men- 
ficur deBougainville'sanchpr having been convey* 
cd to them.' To the fame caufe we mull aferibe the 
intention c^f tVanfporting to >heir*ifland* theSpa^-^ 
nifh bull. And they had alftfad^got 'pofleffion-^rf a 
tarn, brought to Otaheite bf the" Spaniards. I 
parried aftiot'^ atx ewe;^ which we . bad brought 
froT\i Ibe dape 6;f Good Hope; and I hope th^t'i, 
ty this brefent, 1 have laid thefoutrdatibh Tot a 
^recd trf lhec][) Hat Bdlaboia.' I allfo left at Uiien 
^'j, under the cai;e qf&x^Oj ap £ngllih boar an4 
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ibw^» anil two ^olts. So that not only Otaheite« 
hot all the neighbouring illands, will, in a few 
years, have their race of hogs confiderably im- 
proved ; and, probably, be Socked with all th<J 
valuable anTmah which have been tranfpdrted hi- 
ther by their European vifiters. 

Captain Cook informs his readers that the fol- 
lowing obfervatioDS on thefe illands are written 
by Mr, Anderfon. — ^Perhaps there is fcarccly a 
fpot in the univerfe that affords a more luxuri- 
ant profpeift^, than the fouth-eaft part of Ota- 
hfeite. The hills are high and fteep j but they 
are covered to the very fummits with trees and 
fhrubs. The fiat land, which bounds thofe hills 
tovfard thefea, and the interjacent valleys alfo, 
teem with various productions, that grow with 
the mod exuberant vigour. ; Nature has been no 
lefs liberal in diftributing rivulets, which are 
found in every valley. The habitations of the 
natives ire fcattered, without order, upon thefe 
fets J and many of them appearing toward the 
ihore, prefented a delightful fcene, viewed from 
out (hips. 

The natural fertility of the country, combined 
with the mildnefs and ferenity of the climate, 
renders the natives carelefs in their cultivation. 
The cloth-plant, which is raifed by feeds brought 
from the mountains^ and the. ava, or intoxicating 
pepper, are almoft the only things to which they 
feem to pay any attention. 

•I hav* enquired very carefully into their man- 
tt^^cJf'ctfltivating the bread-fruit tree; but was 
always- fani^«red that thdy ne^er planted it. 
This, indeed, mull be evideait to every one who 
vili eJtamihc tfie places where 4lie young t^eea 

^ Tl 
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Their chief trees beiide^ are the cocoa-nut and 
the plantain ^ the latter oiily requires attention : 
in three months, after it is planted, it begins ta 
bear ; during which time it gives young ihoota» 
which fupply a fucceiiion of fruit. For the old 
flocks are cut down as the fruit is taken off. 

CuriofitieB of any kind are not numerous. 
Amongft theib we may reckon a pond or lake 
of frefti water, at the top of one of the higheft 
mountains } to go to, and to return from wbich» 
takes three or four days. It is remarkable for 
its depth, and has eels of an enormous fize in it. 
This is e^eemed one of the greatefl natural curi- 
ofities in the country. 

The mufcular appearance^ fo common amongft 
the Friendly iflanders, and which feeips a coafe- 
quence of their being accudomed to much a£tion, 
is loft here, where the fuperior fertility of their 
country enables the inhabitants to lead a more 
indolent life. 

Perfonal endowments being in great efteem 
amongft them, they have rccourfe to feveral noe- 
thods of improving them, according to their no* 
tions of beauty. This is done by remaining a 
month or two in the houfe ; during which time 
they wear a great quantity of clothes, and eat 
nothing but bread-fruit, to which they afcribe a 
remarkable property in whitening than. 

Their. common diet is made up of, ^t leaft> 
nine-tenths of vegetable food ; and it is, perhaps^ 
owing to this, temperate courfe of life that they 
have fo few difeafes among them. Th^.only 
reckon five or fix, which might be called chcom<;> 
or national diforders. 

Their behaviour, on all ocqafionsj (bems to ia«> 
dicate a great opennefs and generofity qS difpofr 

iion. 
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ttoB. I never few them> in any misfortune, Id- 
bmic under the appearance of :mxiety, ^fter the 
critical moment was paft. Neither does care 
ever fcem to wrinkte their brow, On Uie cdn- 
trary, even the approath of death does not appear 
to alter their ufual vivacity. 

Such a difpoiition leads them to dire6t all 
their aims only to what can give them pjeafure 
and cafe. They delight in muiic 5 neither are 
tfaey llrangers to the foothing efie6^s produced 
by particular forts of motion ; which, io fomd 
Ga(es, feem to allay any perturbation of rnind^ 
with as niuch fuecef^ as muiic. 

The Otaheiteans^xprd« their, notions of deatJi 
very emphatically, by fay in g^ that " the foul goet 
into darknefs 5" or rather into night. Their lan- 
guage is fo copious, that for the bread- fruit 
alone, in its different ftates, they hdve abovd 
fwenty names ; as mauy for the taro root 5 and 
about ten for the cocoa-nut. 

Notwithflanding the extreme fertility of the 
iifland, a famine frequently happens, in which, it 
i^ faid, many perifh. In times of fcarcity, after 
their bread-fruit and yams are con fumed, they 
have recourfc to- various roots, which grow, with- 
out cultivation, upon the mountains. The pa- 
tarm, whidi is found in vail quantities, is what 
they ufe firft. It is not unlike a very large pota- 
toe or yftro, and good when in its growing ftate. 
• Of animal food, a very fmall portion falls, at 
any time, to the ihare of the lower clafs of peo- 
ple 5 and then it is either fifh, fea-eggs, or other 
iliarine produdions 5 for they feldom or ever eat 
pork. The Eree dc hoi * alone, is able to fur* 

^ • Mr. Andcrfon invariably in his manufcript writes Eree d« 
floi.- Accordios to CapUin Cook^s mode^ it is £ree rahie. 

nil 
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ntfh pork every day ', and inferior chiefs, accofd- 
ing to their riches^ once a week> fortnight, or 
month. 

It is alfo amongft the better fort that the ava 
is chiefiy nfed. But this beverage is prepared 
fomcwhat differently from that which we faw fo 
much of at the Friendly Iflands. They pour a 
very fmall quantity of water upon the root here -, 
and fometiraes roafl or bake, and bruife, the 
flalks, without chewing it previouOy to its infu- 
fion. But its pernicious efFeds are very obvious ; 
perhaps, owing to the manner of preparing itj 
as we often faw inflances of its intoxicating, or 
rather ftupifying, powers. As an excufe for a 
pra£tice fo deftrudlive, they allege that it is 
adopted to prevent their growing too fat -, but it 
evidently enervates them, and, in all probabili^, 
ihortens their days. 

The times of eating, at Otaheite, are very fre- 
queiit. Their firft meal is about two o^clock in 
the morning, after which they go to ileep 5 and 
the next is at eight. At eleven, they dine ; and 
again, at two, and at five 5 and fup at eight. 
The women have not only the mortification of 
being obliged to eat by themfelves, and in a dif- 
ferent part of the houfe from the men, but, by a 
Urange kind of policy, are excluded from a ihare 
of moft of the better forts of food. The women, 
generally, ferve up their own vidaals -, for they 
would certainly ftarve, before any grown man 
would do them fucli an office. When we enquir- 
ed i!)to the reafons of it, we could get no other 
anfwer, but that it «s right and necdTary that it 
fhould be fo. 

The women, indeed, are often treated with a 
degree of harflanefe, or rather brutality, whi^Ji 

one 
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one would fcarcely fuppafe a roan would beflow 
on an objed for whom he had the leaft .affec- 
tion. Nothing, howeTer, is more common than 
to fee the men beat them without mercy ; and, 
iinle(s this treatment is the efie<5t of jealoufy, 
which both fexes, at leaft, pretend to be^fome- 
times infeded withi it will be difficult to account 
for it. 

Their religious fydem is extenfive, and, in 
many inilances, fingular ; but few of the com- 
mon people have a perfed knowledge. of it 5 that 
being confined chiefly to their prielis, who are 
pretty numerous. They do not feeni to pay rer 
fpe£k to one god, as poffeiling pre-emineoce, but 
• tHslieve in a plurality of divinities, who are all 
Tcry powerful. 

Their afliduity in ferving their gods is remark- 
ably confpicuous. Not only the whattas, or of- 
fering-places of the morais, are commonly loaded 
with fruits and animals; but there are few 
hoofes where you do not meet with a fmall 
place of the fame fort near them. Many of them 
are fo rigidly fcrupulous, that they will not be- . 
gin a meal without firft laying afide a morfel for 
the Eatooa. 

They believe the foul to be both immaterial 
0nd immortal. They fay that it keeps fluttering 
about the lips during the pangs of death ; and 
that then it afcends. and mixes with; or, as they 
exprefs it, is eaten by the deity. In this date it 
remains for fome time ; after which it departs 
to a certain place, deftined for the re6eption of 
the fouls of men, where it exitis in eternal night* 
They have no idea of any permanent puniihment 
after death > for the fouls of good and of bad 

me* 
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men are eaten indifcriiainately by God. AecKMr^i- 
ing to their doftrine, if amaa refrain fro«n ail 
^connedion with women foa»c months hefose 
death, he paffes imnaediatdy into his eternal 
Dianfioti. 

Some of their notions about the d.eit7 are ex- 
travagantly aibfurd. They b^iev^ Jih^t h^ is (u\9- 
jed to the power of thofe very fpirits to who/n bp 
has given exigence ;' and that^ 'm their turn, they 
frequently eat or devour him> though he pofkfs the 
power of re-creating himfelf. When the ipocfi 
is in its wane, it is faid> that 'they arp then d$- 
<vouring their Eatooa ^ ^ad that as it iQCfea£ef ^ 
he is renewing hirafelf. - 

They have traditions concerning the QV^tigti, 
which^ as might be expe^ed, are complex^ smd 
clouded with obicurity. They fay that a god- 
defs, having a lump or ma& of earth . fufpeqdod 
in a cord, gave it a fwiug, and fcattered ahod^t 
pieces of land, thus conliituting Otaheite, and 
the neighbouring iilands, which were all peop^^ 
by a man and woman originally fixed at Otf- 
heite. The fpots obferved in the moon> are fup- 
•poled to be grove^ of a ibrt of trees which onqe 
grew in Otaheite, and, being deftrqyed by fara« 
accident, their feeds were carried up tl^itber by 
doves, where they now flourilh. 

The ranks of people, beiides the £ree d^ hoj, 
.or king and his family, are the erees, or power- 
ful chie& $ the manahoone, or vaiTals ; and th^ 
teou, or toutou, fervants, or rather ilavea. Tl^e. 
men of each of thefe, according to the regular 
inilitution, form their connections with womeia 
of their refpe6tive ranks 5 but if with any infp- 
«or one, which /requently happens, And cbiW 

bo 
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be born, it is prefervcd, and has the fadk of the 
father, unlefs it happens to be an eree, wheri, 
Ihocking to relate, it is killed. 

In conformity alfo to ancient pra6iice«ftabli{h- 
cd amongft them, many cridfies are left to be ptf- 
niihed by the fuffercr; they feem to' think that 
the injured perfon will jndge as equitably as 
thofe who are totally unconcerned; If any one 
be caught ftealing, the proprietor of the goods 
may put the thief inftantly to death ^ andif any 
one Ihould enquire of him after the deceafed, U 
is fufficient to acquit him, if he only inform them 
of the provocation he had to kill hirii. But frf 
fevere a puniihment is feldom inflifted, unlefs 
the articles, that are ftolen, be reckoiied very va- 
luable. For fmall thefts, a flight beating only is 
infli6ted. If a perfon kill another in a quarrel, 
the friends of the deceafed affemble, and engage 
the furvivor and his adherents. If they conquer, 
they take pofleffion of the houfe, lands, and 
goods of the other party ; but if conquered, the 
reverfe takes place. We need not wonder, that 
the killing of a man ihould be confidered as fo 
trifling an offence amongft a people who do not 
confider infanticide as a crime. So far we have 
copied from Mr. Anderfon. 

Monday, December the 8th, after leaving Bo- 
labola, I (leered to the northward, with the wind 
generally eaflward, till after we had crofled the 
line, and had got into north latitudes. 

Seventeen months had now elapfcd fincc our 
departure .fiom England. With regard to tlie 
principal objedl of my in(lru6tions, our voyage 
was, at this time, only beginning ; and, there- 
fore, my attention to every circumftance that 
might contribute toward our fafety and ifucc 

Vol, Vll. O 
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was now to be called forth anew. As Coon as I 
had got beyond the extent of my former difcove- 
ries,l ordered a furvey to be taken of all the Hotcm 
that were ia the Ihip:^, that I might know how to 
ufe them to the greateft advantage. 

On the 24th, after pading the line, land was 
difcovered. Upon a nearer approach, it waa 
found to be ofie of thofe low iOands fo common 
in this ocean ; that isy a narrow bank of land ia- 
doling the.fea within. A few cocoa-nut trees 
were feen in two or three places ; but, in gene- 
ral, the land had a very barren appearance. 

At day-break, the next morning, I fcnt two 
boats to fearch more accurately for a landing- 
. place ; and, at the fame time, two others, to filh 
at a grappling near the Ibore. Thefe laft return- 
ed about eight o*clock, with upward of two hun- 
dred weight of filh. Encouraged by this fucceik, 
they were dilpatched again after breakfafl. 

Oa the 26th and the following day, we caught 
a confiderable number of turtles. 

On the 28th, I lauded, in company with Mr. 
Bayly, on the iHand which lies between the two 
channels, to prepare the telefcopes for obferving 
an approaching eclipfe of the fun j which was 
one great inducement to my anchoring here. 

On the morning of the 30th, the day whea 
the eclipfe was to happen, Mr. King, Mr. Bayly, 
and myfelf, went aflxore, to attend the obferva- 
tion, in which we had tolerable fuccefs. 

In the afternoon, the boats and turtling partj 
all returned on board, except a feaman belonging 
to the Difcovery, who had been miffing two days. 
. There were two of them at firft who had loft 
their way ; but difagreeing about the mod pro- 
bable, track tQ bring them back to their compa- 
nions^ 
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nfons^ tliey had feparated ; and one of them ' 
joined the party, after having been abfent twen- 
ty- four hours, and been in great diftrefe. 

Aft foon as Captain Gierke knew that one of 
the ilragglers was (ii)l in this awkward fituation, 
he fent a party in fearch of him, who returned 
with their loft companion. This poor fellow 
jDuit have fulTered far greater diHrefs than the 
other flraggler ; not only as having been loft a 
longer time, but as we found that he was too 
fqueamifti to drink turtle's blood, . which the 
other did, as there wafr no water in the iiland. 

Having fome cocoa-nuts and yams on board, 
in a ftate of vegetation, I ordered them to be 
planted here. 

We got at this iiland, for both ihips, about 
three hundred turtle, weighing, one with an- 
other, about ninety or a hundred pounds. They 
were all of the green kind, and, perhaps, as good 
as any in the world. We alfo caught, with hook 
and line, as much fiih as we could confume dur* 
iDg our ftay. They confifted principally of ca* 
vallies, of different iizes ; large and fmall fnap- 
pers ; and a few of two forts of rock -fiih. 

There were not the fmalleft traces of any hu- 
man being having ever been here before us j 
and, indeed, fhould any one be fo unfortunate as 
to be accidentally driven upon the iiland, or left 
there, it is hard to fay, that he could be able to 
prolong exiftence. A fhip touching here, muft 
cxped nothing but fiih and tlirtle j and of tiiefe 
an abundant fupply may be depended upon. 

As we kept our Chriftmas here, I called this 
difcovery Chriftmas Iiland. 

On the 2d of January 1778, at day-break, w& 
O % weighed 
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brought for their own defence j and thefe they 
threw overboard, when they found that they 
ivcre not wanted. 

Seeing no iigns of an anchoring place at this 
eadern extreme of the iflaud, I ranged along the 
ibuth-eaft fide, at the diilance of half a league 
from the fhore. As foon as we made fail, the 
tranoes left us; but others came off, as we pro- 
c^eeded along the coail* bringing with them roafl- 
ing pigs, and fome very fine potatoes, which they 
exchanged, as the others had done, for whatever 
was offered to them. Several fmall pigs were 
purchafed for a fix-penny-nail; fo that we again 
found ourfelves in a land of plenty. 

The next morning we flood in for the land, 
and were met by feveral canoes filled with people, 
fome of whom took courage and ventured on 
board. 

In the courfe of my feveral voyages, I never 
before met with the natives of any place fo much 
afloniHied as thefe people were, upon entering a 
fhip. Their eyes were continually flying from 
ohje€t to obje6t5 the wildnefs of their looks and 
geftures fully exprefllng their entire ignorance 
about every thing they faw, and ftrongly mark- 
ing to us, that, till now, they had never been 
vifi ted by Europeans, nor been acquainted with 
any of our commodities, except iron ; which, 
however, it was plain, they had only heard of, or 
bad known it in fome fmall quantity, brought to 
them at fome diflant period. They feemed only 
to underfland that it was a fubflance« much bet- 
ter adapted to the purpofes of cutting, or of 
boring holes, than any thing their own country 
produced. They alkcd for it by the name of 
hamaite^ probably refei-ring to fome inflrunr 
3 



^50 TBimD VOTA<»K fIF 

in the nlaking of which iron coiild be vcCeMlf 
employed. For the fame reafon^ they frequently 
called iron by the name of toe, which) in their 
language, (ignifies a hatchet, or rather a kind of 
adze. When we fliewcd them fome beads, they 
alked firft^ *« What they were; and then, whe- 
ther they fhould eat them." But on their being 
told, that they were to be hung in their ears» 
they returned them as ufelefs. They were equal-* 
ly indifferent as to a looking-glafs which was 
offered them, and returned it for the fame rea- 
fon 5 but fiifficiently expreifed their delire for 
hamaite and toe, which they wiihed might be 
very large. They were, in forafc refpe^, natur- 
ally well bred; or, at lead, fearful of giving 
offence, afking, where tbey ihould (it down^ 
whether they might fp it upon the deck, and the 
like. Some of them repeated a long prayer be- 
fore they came on board; and others, afterwards, 
fung and made motions with their hands, fuch aft- 
we had been accuftomed to ffee in the dances of 
the illands we had lately viiited. There was an- 
other circumftance, in which they alfo perfeftly 
refembled thofe other illanders. At firft, oa 
their entering the Ihip, they endeavonred to fleal 
every thing they came near ; or rather to take it ** 
openly, as what we feither fhould not refent, or 
not hinder. We foon convinced them of their 
miilake; and if they, after fomc time, became 
•lefs adive in appropriating to thtmfeives ^hat»- 
-ever they took a fancy to, it >vas becaufe thcjr 
, found that we kept a watchful eye over them. 
At nine o'clock, being pretty near the fhore, I 
fent three armed boats, under the cotntnand cC 
Lieutenant Williacnfon, to look fo^'a landing- 
^lacej and for fcofli water, i ticd^^d him^ that 

if 
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if he fhould find it nccdirary to land in frafch «f 
tlie latter, not to fuffer more than one man to go 
ipeith liim cut ©f the boats. 

Whiie the boatfe wett occupied iti examining 
the coaft> we ftood on and off with the fhij^s, 
waiting for their return. About noon, Mr. Wil- 
jiamfon came back, and reported that he had leen 
a large pond Hear one of the villages, which 
tonta4ned frefli water. He alfo reported that he 
had attempted to land in another place, but wal 
f>revcnted by the natives, who, coming down to 
the boats in great numbers, attempted to take 
*xi'ay the oars, miiikets, and in fliort, every thing 
that they could lay hold of^ and prefled fo thick 
upon him, that he was obliged to fire, by which 
one man was kille-d. But this unhappy circum- 
iiance I did not know till after we had left the 
ifland 5 fo that all my meafures were direded as . 
if nothing of the kind had happened. 

Between three and four o'clock 1 went afhoiie 
with three armed boats, to examine the water, 
Bnd to try the difpofition of the inhabitants, fe- 
veral hundreds of whom were aflembled on the 
beach. 

The very inftant I leaped oft fhore, the collet** 
*d body of the natives all fell fiat upon their 
'faces, and remained in that very humble pofture, 
^ill, by exprefiive figns, I prevailed upon them to 
rife. Tliey then brought a great many fmall piga, 
Hvhich tliry prefdnted to me, with J>lantain trees, 
ufing much the fame ceremonies that we had 
feen pra6liied on fuch occafions at the Society 
and other illaudsj and a long prayer being fpoken 
"by a fing^ie perfon, in. which others of the affetti»- 
fbly fometimes joined, I expreifc^ my aoceptts- 
♦nceof ikoir-iHoifti^ed friendflvip, by givin§ ^* 
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in return fuch prefents as I had brought with mm 
from the (hip for that purpofe. When this in- 
trodadoiy bajQaefs was finiihed, I ftationed a 
guard upon the beach» and got fome of the na- 
tives to condud me to the water, which proved 
to be very good, and in a proper fituation for our 
purpofe. Having fatisfied myfelf about this very 
efiential point, and about the peaceable difpofi- 
tion of the natives, I returned on board 5 and 
then gave orders that every thing ihould be in 
readinefs for landing and filing our water-calks 
in the morning ; when again I went afhore. 

As foon as we landed, a trade was fet on foot 
for hogs and potatoes, which the people of the 
iiland gave us in exchange for nails and pieces of 
iron, formed into fomething like chilTels. Wo 
met with no obftrudion in watering; on the con- 
trary, the natives aflifted our men in rolling the 
caiks to and from the pool; and readily performed 
whatever we required. 

Every thing thus going on to my fatisfaftion^ 
And conHdering my prefence on the fpot as unne- 
ceiTary, I left the command to Mr. VVilliamfon^ 
who had landed with me, and made an excucfion 
into the country, up the valley, accompanied hy 
Mr. Anderfon and Mr. Webber. A numerous 
train of natives followed us ; and one of them, 
whom I had didinguiflied for his adivity in keep- 
ing the reft in order, I made choice of as our 
guide. Every one whom we met fell prollrat« 
upon the ground, and remained in that portion 
till we had paffcd. This, as I afterwards under- 
Hood, is the mode of paying their refpeft to their 
own great chiefs. As we ranged down the coaft 
from the eaft in the ihips, we had obferved at 
-^vcjy village one or more tlevated white objedts. 



IHte pyrsitAds, or rather obeliflu; ^nd tmt of 
thefe, which I gueficd to be at leaft fifty feet 
bigh^ was very confpicuous from the ihip*8 an« 
cfaoriog ihition, and feenied to be at 00 great 
diHance up this valley. . To have a nearer infpec- 
lion of it, was the principal objefi; of my walk. 
The moment we got to. it, we law that it ii:ood 
in a burying ground, or tnoraij the .refemblaoce 
4Df which, in many rcfpefts, to thofe we were fo 
well acquainted with at other ifhmda in tfaia 
ocean, could not bnt-ftrike.usj and wcaUb foon 
found that the fcveral parts that compofc it, were 
called by the fame names. 

Aftfer we had examined, very carefully, every 
thing that was to be feen about the morai,. we 
returned by a different route. At noob, I went 
on board to dinner, having procured, in the courfB 
of the day, nine tuns of water; and, by cx^ 
thanges, chiefly for nails and pieces of iron, about 
feventy or eighty pigs, and a few fowls. Thefe 
people, merited our bfill commendations, never 
once attempting to cheat us> either afhore or 
along-fide the ihips. Some of them, indeed, at 
firft> betrayed a thieviih difpoiition; but they 
foon laid aMc a condndl, which, we convinced 
them, tliey could not perfevcre in with impunity. 

Amongll: the articles which they brought to bar^ 
ter this day, we could not help taking notice of a 
particular fort of cloak and cap. The firft are 
nearly jof the ^tc: and thape of the fhort cloakj 
worn by the women in England: The ground of 
them is a net-work, upon which the mofl beau- 
tiful red and yellow feathers are fo clofely fixed, 
that the furface might be compared to the thick- 
eft and. richeft velvet, which they referable, both 
as to the^ci and the gloify appearance. . 
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The cap Is made almoft exa€t\j ]ike a helmet 
with the middle part, or crett, fometiiBcs of a 
hand's breadth $ and it fits veiy clofe upon t^e 
bead, having notches to adroit the ears. It is a 
frame of twigs and oliers, covered with a net' 
work, into which are wronght feathers, in the 
fame manner as upon the cloaks, though rather 
doier, and lefs diveriitied. Thefe, probably, com- 
plete the drefs, with the cloaks; for the natives, 
fometimei, appieared in both together. 

We were at a lofs to guefs whence they could 
get fuch a quantity of thefe beautiful feathers; 
but were foon informed ; for they afterwards 
brought great niiaai>ers of Ikins of fmall red birds 
for fale. 

Next, day one of our vifiters, who offered fomc 
fiih'hooks for fale, was obferved to liave a very 
fmall parcel tied to the firing of one of them, 
which he feparated with great care, and referved 
for himfelf, when he parted with the hook. Be- 
ing afked what it was, he pointed to his beliy. 
It firuck us that it might be human fieih. The 
^ueflion being put to him, he anfwered that the 
f[e(h was part of a man. Another of his coun- 
trymen, who jftood by him, was then aiked, whe- 
ther it was their cuflom to eat thofe killed in 
battle ; and he immediately anfwered in the af- 
firmative. 

After leaving Atooi, as this ifland was named* 
we proceeded to Oneeheow> on the coaft of which 
we anchored. 

Six or feven canoes had come off to us, before 
we anchored, bringing fome fmall pigs and pott* 
toes, and a good manyyan^ and mats. The peo- 
ple in them refembled thofe of Atooi; and feem- 
'd to be equally well acquainted with the ufe of 

iroi% 
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i]fbB,^Mch they aiked for alfo by the names of ha- 
maite and toe; parting readily with all their com* 
modities for pieces of this precious metal. 
. Thefe vifiters furnifhedus with an oppottanity 
of agitating again the carious enquiry> whether 
they were cannibals. One of the illanders^ who 
wanted to get in at the gunrrdom port* waft K^ 
fufed; and at the fame time alked whether^ if he 
ihould come in^ we would kiU and eat him? This 
gave a proper opening to retort the queflioft as 
to this pradice ; and a perfon behind the other, 
in the canoe, who paid great attention to wteit 
was pafiing, immediately anfwered, that if we 
were killed on ihorey they would certainly ^at us. 
But that their eating Us would be the confequence 
of our being at enmity with them. I cannot {c6 
the leafl reafon to heiitate in pronouncing it to 
be certain, that the horrid banquet of human 
fleih is as much relifhed here» amidil plenty^ as 
it is in New Zealand. 

On the 30th, I fent Mr. Gore aihore, with A 
guard of marines, and a party to trade with the 
natives for refrefbments. The weather foon be- 
came very unpiropitious; and the fea ran fo high 
that we had no manner of communication with 
our party on fhorie ; and even the natives them- 
felves durft not venture out to the ihips in their 
canoes. In the evening of next day, I fent the 
. ma^er in a boat up to the fouth-eail head, or 
. point of the iiland, to try if he could land under 
it. He returned with a favourable report j but it 
. was too late, now, to fend for our party till the 
next morning ; and thus they had another night 
to improve their intercourfe with the natives. 

Encouraged by the matter's report, I went 
jsrirfelf with the pinnace 4Ad launch up to 
2. p 
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poittt,tcPbrii!g' the party on board y ^VBn^ vnth 
me a ram^goat and twoewef » a boar and ibur pig 
of the £ngUOi bveed^ ^aad the feeds of fuelons, 
piimpidnfy and onions^^ being ver)r de^rous of 
'h&hmiing thefe poor peopid^ by fumiifamg them 
n«(rf(h ibme additJoilaltarticles of food. I found 
' M/ 'part^. 4lrcKAd3rTthei:^; with feme of the natives 
in CQinpaiv^^- To"one.of them, whom Mr. Gore 
iiiad iobferved alTuming fome command^ I gave 
<*th« ^a<i(/ pigs, und feeds. 
«'* iSk^ gr^Mid, throtighrwhioh I pafled, was in a 
•'ftite of mature, very: ikotij, and the foil ieemod 
poolr. • It was, how«ver, covered with ihrubs and 
^a*6te,'fome of which p^i^foniedf the air with a 
'more deUcious fragrancy, than I had met with at 
any other of the iilands in this ocean. The ha- 
bitRtJdfti^'(>f the natives were thinly fcattered 
«lf)»oats and it was Ibppoied that there could not 
'be inore than five hundred people upon the ifland. 
Our people had an opportunity of obferving the 
irksthod'^of living amongft the natives, and it ap- 
peared to be decent apd cleanly. They did not, 
however, fee any indance of the men and women 
eating together; and the latter feemed generally 
ailbciated in companies by themfelves. It was 
found that they burnt herp the oily nuts of the 
dooe doop for lights in the night, as at Otaheite; 
and that they baked their hogs in ovens. A par- 
ticular veneration feemed to be paid here to owk, 
-which they have very tame ; and it was obferved 
to £e a pretty general pra^ice amongil them to 
pull out one of their teeth ; for which odd cuftom, 
when ajfked the reafon, the only anfwer that could 
be got was, that it was teeha. 

On Monday the 2d of February we flood away 
id the porthwar d^ in praiecu^ion of our voyage, 
i • Our. 
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Out fhip procnred, from thefe iflflnds, provifions 
luflficient for three \(reeks at 'leaft ; and Captaifi 
C^lerke, more fdrtunBte, dbtaitied; of their vegeta- 
l>lc proda6tions, a fupply* that kftbd his people 
upwards of two ihonths. 

It is worthy of obfervfttion, that the iflands in 
the Pacific Oiiean, which Ottr late voyages 'h^vc 
added to the geography .of the glbht, h^ejbetih 
generally found lying ifi* groups', or dlafters \ the 
iingle intermediate illands, as yet difcovercd, be- 
ing few in proportJftft to the btt!^M»3 iheugh,* pro- 
bably, there are many mtff^ 6f fheifn 'ftill nH- 
"known, which Terve as i^ps 'between the feveral 
clullers. X5f what n w*ber this newly-djfcovered 
archipelago Cdnfifts, muft be Ifeft ftfr future invef- 
tigation. We faw five of them, 'whofe nataes, 
as given to- us "by the natives, are Wohaoo, Atooi, 
Oneeheow, Oreehoua, and Tahoera. ' • 

The temperature of the climtfte.may be eafiiy 
gueffed irora the fituation . Were we- to judge 6£ 
it f rom eur experience, it might be faid te be very 
variables notwith (landing it was new the feafon of 
the year, when jthe Weather is fuppofed to be moft 
fettled, the fun being at his greatefl annual dif- 
tance. The heat was, at this time, very mode- 
rate; and few of thofe inconveniences, which 
many of thofe tropical countries are fubje6i to; 
either from heat or moifhire, fcem to be experi- 
enced here. 

Befides the vegetable articles, bought by us ^s 
refrefliments, amongft whicfi were at leaft five 
or ^x varieties of plantains, the ifland produces 
bread-fruit-; thoiigh it feems to be fcarce, as wc 
faw only one tree, which was large, and had 
fome fhiit upoA It, 

Vol. vn. P . Tl 
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The fcarlet birds, which were brought for fale^ 
were never met with alive ; but we law a fingle 
Ihiall oae» about the fize of a canary-bird, of a 
deep crimfon colotur; a large owl; two large 
brown hawks, or kites; and a wild duck; and it 
is probable there are a great many forts; judging 
by the ^quantity of fine yellow, green, and veij 
fmall velvet-like, black featliers, ufed upon the 
doajks, and other ornaments, worn by the inha« 
.bitants. 

Fifli, and other marine produdions^ were^ ta 
appearance* not various. 

The hogSy dogs, and fowls, which were the 
only tame or doroeilic animals that we found here, 
were all of the fame kind that we mpt with at the 
South Pacific lilands. 

The inhabitants are of a middling ilature, firm- 
ly made. Their vifage, efpecially amongfi the wo- 
men, is fometimes round ; but we cannot fay that 
they are didinguiihed, as a nation, by any general 
cafl of countenance. Their colour is nearly of a 
nut-brown. The women are little more delicate 
than the men in their formation; and I may faj 
that, with a very few exceptions, they have little 
claim to thofe peculiarities that diilinguiih the 
fex in other countries. There is, indeed, a more 
remarkable equality in the fize, colour, and figure 
.of both fexes, than in mofl places I have vifited. 

They are very expert fwimraers. It was very 
, common to fee women with infants at the breaft, 
when the furf was fo high that they could noC 
land in the canoes^ leap overboard, and, without 
endangering their little ones, fwim to the ihore 
through a fea that looked dreadful. 

They fectn to be bleft with a frank, cheerful 
difpofition^ they live veiy fociably in their in- 

tercourfe 
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tercourfe with one another; and, except the pro- 
penlity to thieving, which feems innate In moft 
of the people we have viiited in this ocean^ tjiey 
were exceedingly friendly to us. It was a plea- 
fure to obfervc with how much affedion the 
women manage their infants, and how readily 
the men lent their afiiflance to fuch a tender 
office; thus fufficiently diilinguifhing themfelves 
from thofe favages, who efteem a wife and child 
as things rather necefTary than defirable, or wor* 
thy of their notice. 

Though they feem to have adopted the mode 
of living in villages, there is no appearance of 
defence, or fortification, near any of them ; and 
the houfes are fcattered about without any order. 
Some are large and commodious, from forty to 
fifty feet long, and twenty or thirty broad, while 
others of them are mere hovels. They are well 
thatched with long grafs, which is laid on (lender 
poles, difpofed with fome regularity. The en- 
trance is made indifferently in the end or fide^ 
and is an oblong hole, fo low, that one mufi ra- 
ther creep than walk in. No light enters the 
houfe, but by this ppening ; and though fuch 
clofe habitations may afford a comfortable retreat 
in bad weather, they feem but ill adapted to the 
warmth of the climate. Of animal food they 
can be in no want, as they have abundance of 
hogs, which run without rcftraint about th« 
houfes ; and if they eat dogs, which is not im- 
probable, their ftock of thefe feemed to be very 
confiderable. The great number of fifhing-hooks 
found nmongft ihem, fhewed that they derived no 
inconfiderable fupply of animal food from the fea. 

They bake their vegetable food with heated 
&>nes, in the fame noLanncr as the inhabitanu of 
P 2 th< 



the fouthem iflaiids.- The only artificial diih wo 
met with, was a tare pudding j which, though a 
difagreeable vatCs, from its fournefs, was greedily 
devoured ^y the natives.. 

In every thing manufadured by thefe people, 
there appeals to be an uncommon degree of neat- 
nel'sand ingenuity* Their cloth, which is the 
principal manufadure, is made from the moras 
papyrifera ; and c^oubtlefs in the fame manner as 
at Qtaheite, and .Tongatabop; in colouring or 
flaining it, the people of Atooi difplay a fuperi- 
ority of taflej by the eadlefs variation of figures 
which they execute. • 

. They fabricate a great many white mats, which 
are ftrong, with many red ftripes, rhombufes, and 
other figures intecwoven on one iide ^ and often 
pretty largie, . . 

They ftain, their gpurd-ihells. prettily with un- 
dulated lines, triangles, and other %ures of a 
black colour J iullances of which we faw prac- 
tifed at New Zealapd. The4r woodeu difhes and 
bowls, out of which they drink their ava, are of 
the etooa-tree, or cordia, as neat as if made in 
our. turning-lathe, and perhaps better poliihed. 
A great variety of fifliing-Kboks are ingeniouf- 
ly made of pearl ihell. One fi(liing4iook was pro- 
cured, nine inches long, of a iingle piece of boiie, 
which doubtjefs belonged to fome large fiih. Th« 
elegant form and polilh of this could not certain- 
ly be outdone by any European artift, even if he 
fliould add all his knowledge in defign to th« 
number and convenience of his tools. 

The only iron tools, oi: rather bits of iron, feea 
amougft them, and which they had before our ar- 
rival, were a piece of iron hoop, about two inches 
lon|^ fitted into a wooden handle; and another 

edge- 
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edge-tool, which our people gueiled to be made 
of the point of a broad-fword. How they came 
by them I cannot account for. 

Though I did not fee a chief of any note, thefe 
were, however, feveral, as the natives informed 
us, who refide upon Atooi, and to whom they 
proftrate themfrlves as a mark of fubmifiion. 
After I had left the ifland, one of the chiefs made 
his appearance, and paid a vifit to Captaia 
Clcrke on board the Difcovery, His attendants 
helped him into the ihip, and placed him on the 
gang-way. Their care of him did not ceafe then j 
for they flood round him', holding each other by 
the hands; nor would they fu^er any one to 
come near him but Captain Gierke himfelf. He 
was a young man, clothed from head to foot, ac- 
companied by a young woman, fuppofed to be his 
wife. His name was faid to beTamahano. Cap- 
tain Clcrke made him fome fuitable prefents ; and 
received from him, in return, a large bowl, fup- 
ported by two figures of men, the carving ot 
which, both as to the deiign and the execution^ 
fliewed fome degree of Ikill. 

In their language thcry had not only adopted 
the foft mode of the Otaheiteans in avoiding 
barih founds, but the whole idiom of their lan- 
guage i uling not only the fame affixes and fuf- 
Ixes to their words, but the fame meafure and 
cadence in their fongsj though in a manner 
fomewhat lefs agreeable. 

How happy would Lord Anfon have been^ and 
what hardibips would he have avoided, if he had 
known that there was a group of iflaods, halt 
way between America and Tinian, where all his 
wants could have been efFe6tually fuppHed j and 
in defcribing which, the elegant hifiorian of t' 
P 3 voyfi 
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voyage, would have prefented his reader witli 
a more agreeable pi^ure than I have been able 
to draw. 

On the 2d of February, we ^od away to the 
tiorthward, and without mciieting with any thing 
naecnorable, on the 7th of March^ the long-looked 
for coaft of New 'Albion* was feen, e&tendia^ 
from north-eaft to fouth-eaft, diftant ten or twelve 
l^agnes. Tlie land appeared to be of a moderate 
height, diverfified with hills and valteys, and al- 
«io5 every where covered with wood. 

Aftercoafting along, and combating contrary 
winds, on the 30th we' anchored in eighty-five 
fathoms water, fo near the Ihore as to reach it 
witb a hawfer. 

We no fooner drew near the inlet, than wsb 
found the coaft to be inhabited; and three car 
4ioes caflae off to the ibip. In one of thefe were 
I wo men, in another fix, and in the third tfcp. 
Having come pretty aear ui, a perfon in one of 
the two laii llood up, and made a long harangue, 
inviting us to land, as we guelTed by. his geftures. 
At the fame time he kept brewing handfuls. of 
ffeathers towards us ; and ihmc of his oosi^^anions 
threw handfuls of red duft or powder in the faifte 
manner. The perfon who performed the office 
of orator, wore the A^in of fome animal, and held, 
an each hand, fbmething which rattled as be kept 
flaking it. . After tiring him^f with his repeat- 
ed exhortations, of which w«»d«d not imder^^sid 
.8 word, he was qtii^t. After, the tun^kltuous 
oration had coafed, one of them fuPg « veiy 
.agreeajble air, with a degree of foft9e& aiMl m^- 

• This part of the weft fide of North America, W9s fo naja- 
t4 by Sir Francis l>rake. . 

c . • ^ • " lody 
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"lody t^hieh we oould not have ftxpedfced. In * 
ihort Xinae the ounce's began to come off in great 
numbers 5 and we had, «t one time, thirty- two of 
thekn oear the {hip, carrying from three to feven 
or eight perfons each, both men and women. Set 
teral of thWie ftood up in their canoes harangufSr 
ing« and BM^it^^dltaTes after the mam;ker of ouc 
firil visiters, Qj^e^ieanoe was rcun^f^ble for ^ 
iifiguiar head, which liad a bird'^ eye and bill^ of 
an enonnous fize, painted on itj and a perfo^ 
who was in it, who feemed to be a chief, was no 
left remarkable lor his uncoflamon appearance j 
harin^g many feathers hanging from his head, an4 
being painted in an extroardinary manner. Hf 
held ia his hands a carved bird of wood, as large 
^ a pigeon, with which he rattled, as the perfoi^ 
firii-'nientitoned had done 5 aiad Was no lefs vocifer 
rous in his haraiigiie, which >vas attended; wi^ 
ibmc eacpreflive geilure'?, . ^ 

Though ^am vifiters .behaved very peaoeaibly^ 
itnd could not be fu(pe€ted of any hodile inten«> 
uon, we could not prevail upop any of them t# 
«ame on board. They fiiewed great readiiteik 
l^wever, to part Mrith rniy thing they had, axirf 
took from us* whatever we offered thettb in eto- 
ichange ; but were moite defirous of .iifonU^auKif 
Any other of our articles of consin^rce, appearing 
.to be perfcifitiy acquainted with the ufe of that 
Vdetal. Mfllny of the oano^ followed us to our 
4mcbortng-i(^ace $ and a group, of about ten Ore 
'^ozen of them remained along-fide the Refolution 
-iKioft part of the night. 

Xhefe circumdances gave us a reafonable 
ground of hope, that we Should find tiiis a com- 
Sortable ilation to fupply all our wants, and to 
make Jisiorget tbt hardUiips ai^ dda^rs eacper' 
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•need cfuring a conftant fuccefl^on of adverfe 
winds and boifterous weather, almoft continual 
fincc our arrival upon the coaft of America. 

Next morning* I ]oft no time in endeavouring 
to find a commodious harbour where we might 
ftation ourfelves during our continuance. I had 
very little trouble in finding what we wanted. 
On the north-weft of the arm we. were now in, 
and not far from the ihipsj I met with a conve- 
nient, fnug cove, well fmted for our purpofe. 

A great many canoes, filled with the natives, 
were about the (hips all day ; and a trade com- 
menced betwixt us And them, which was carried 
bn with the firi6tefi honefty on both, fides. The 
articles which they offered to fale were fkins of 
various animals, fuch as bears, wolves, foxes, 
deer, racoons, polecats, martins ; and, in particu- 
lar, the fea otters, which are found at the iflands 
eafi of Kamtfchatka. Befides the ikins in their 
native ihape, they alfo brought garments made of 
them, and another fort of dothing made of the 
bark of a tree, or fome plant like hemp ; wea- 
pons, fuch as bows, arrows, and fpears; fifli- 
Aooks, and infiruments of various kinds ; wooden 
vizors of many different monfirous figures ; a fort 
of woollen fiufF, blanketing ; bags filled with red 
ochre, pieces of carved work, beads, and feveral. 
other little ornaments of thin brafs and iron, 
ihaped like a horfeihoe, which they hang at their 
nofes; and feveral chifiels, or pieces ot iron, fix- 
ed to handles. From their pofiefijng which me^ 
tals, we could infer that they had either been vifit- 
ed by feme civilized nation, or had conne6iioDS 
with tribes on their continent, who had communi- 
cation with thtm. But the moft extraordinary of 
all the article which thcj brought to the ihips 

for 
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far fale, were human ikulls, and hands not yet 
quite ftrippeij of the fleih, which they made our 
people plainly underftand they had eaten 3 and 
indeod^ fonie oi them had evident marks that 
they had been upon the fir«. We had but too 
much reafon to lufpecl, from this circumftance, 
that die horrid pra&ice of feeding on their ene- 
mies was prevalent here. For the various arti-* 
cles which they brought, they took in exchanga 
knives^ chiiTels, pieces of iron and tin, nails, look- 
ing-glaffes, buttons, or any kind of metal. Glaft 
beads they were not fond of j and cloth of every 
fort they rejeded* 

If they had any diftruft or fear of us at (irft, 
they now appeared to have laid it aiide ; for they 
came oa board the Ihips^ and mixed with our peo-j 
pie with the grcatell freedom. We foon dvfcovcred 
that they were as light-fingered as any of ouk 
friends in the iflands we had vilited in tlie courft 
of the voyage. And they were far more danger^ 
ous thieves ; for> podeHing {harp iron indruments^ 
they could eut a hook from a tackle, or an^ 
oth^r piece qi iron from a rdpe, the indaut that 
our backs were turned. If we milled a thins 
immediately after it bad been ftolen, wc foun4 
Jittle difficulty in deteding the thief, as the/ 
were re^dy enough to impeach one another. But 
the guilty perfon generally relinquiftied hi$ 
prize with r^lu^^laucej and fometimes we foun^ 
it neceflary to have rccourfe to force. 

A confidcrable number of the natives viritc4 
us daily j and, every now and then, we f^w new 
faces. Oh their firtt coming, they generally went 
through a fingular mode of introducing them* 
felves. They would paddle, with all their 
ftrehgthy quite round both ihips, a cliief, or othe" 
priiicipal perfon in the canoe, ftanding up witl^ 
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ipear, or fome other weapon, in his hand, and 
fpeaking, or rather hallooing, all the time. Some-' 
times the orator of the canoe woald have his face 
covered with a ma(k, reprefenting either a hu- 
man vifage, or that of fome animal $ and, inftead 
of a weapon, would hold a rattle in his hand, as 
before defcribed. After making this circuit round 
the ihips, they would come along-iide, and begin 
to trade without farther ceremony. 

During thefe vifits, they gave us no other 
trouble, than to guard againft their thievifli 
tricks. But, in the morning of the 4th of April, 
we had a ferious alarm. Our party on ihorci 
who were employed in cutting wood and filling 
water, obferved that the natives all around them 
were arming themfelves in the bed manner they 
could i preparing flicks, and collecting flones* 
On hearing this, I thought it prudent to arm al- 
fo. However, our fears were ill -grounded j thefe 
faoftile preparations were not dire^ed again ft us, 
but againft a body of their own countrj'men, who 
were coming to fight them ; and our friends of 
the found, on obferving our apprehetifions, ufed 
their bed endeavours to convinbe us that this was 
the cafe. At length the ditrerence, whatever it 
was, feemed to be compromifed ; but the ftrangers 
were not allowed to come along-fide the lliips, 
nor to have any trade or intercourfe with us. 
Probably we were the caufe of the quarrel. 

We refumcd our work in the afternoon, and 
continued the repairs of the veifels without inter* 
ruption, and other neccffary bufinefs. 

Bad weather now came on ; but that did not, 
however, hinder the natives from vifiting us dai- 
ly. They frequently brought us a tolerable fup- 
ply of fifh^ either fardines^ or what refembled 
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tfaem much^ a fmall kind of breanij and fome- 
times fmall cod. ' 

On the 18th, a party of ilrangers, in £x or 
eight danoesi came into the cove, where they re- 
mained looking at us for fome time« and then re* 
tired without coming along-fide either ihip. We 
fiippofed that our old friends, who were more 
numetous about us than thefe new vifiters, would 
not permit them to have any intercourfe with us. 
We alfo found that many of the principal na- 
tives, who lived near us, carried on a trade with 
more diHant tribes, in the articles they had pro* 
cured from us. For we obferved that they woul^ 
. frequently difappear for four or five days at a 
time, and then return witl^ frefh cargoes of fkini 
and curiofities, which our people were fo paOTion- 
ately fond of, that they always came to a good 
market. Nothing would go down with our viiit* 
era but metal ; and brafs had by this time fup- 
planted iron } being fo eagerly fought after, that^ 
before we leit this place, hardly a bit of it was left 
in the (hips, except what belonged to our necef- 
fary inHruments. Whole fuits of clothes wer^ 
ftripped of every button 5 bureaus of their furni" 
tore) and copper kettles, tin caniders, candle- 
^cks, and the like, all went to wreck. 

After a fortnight's bad weather, the 19th prov- 
ing a fair day, we availed ourfelves of it, to get 
up the topmafis and yards, and to fix up the rig- 
ging. And, having now finiihed mofi of oar 
Deavy work,* I fet out next morning to take a 
view of the found. I fird went to the weft 
point, where I found a large village. The peo- 
ple received me very courteoufly. In moll of the 
boufes were women at work, making dreiTes of 
the plaot or bju^k before pientioacd, ^hich thev 
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txecntcd exactly in the fame manner tfcat the 
New Zealanders manufafturc their cloth. Others 
Were occupied in opening and curing filh. 

I now found, by traverfing a few miles weft of 
this village, what I had before conjeftured, that 
the land> under whi^ the (hips lay, was an 
liland ; and that there were many fmaller ones 
lying fcattcred in the fownd, on the weft of it. 
Op()o(ite the north end of our inland, upon the 
main land, I obftTVcd a Tiflflgc, and there 1 land- 
fed. The inhabit:fints df tt were not fo polite as 
thofe of the other. But this cold reception fccm- 
fcd owing to one furly chief, who would not let 
tne enter tlidr h^ufes, following me wherever I 
went J and feveVal times, by expreffive ftgns, 
marking his impatience that I (houM be gone. 
Some of the young women, better plleafed with 
lis than Vas their inho^ntable chief, dfeffed-them- 
felves expcditionlly in their beft appareU and weN 
corned us, by joihing in a fong, wtnch was far 
from difagrceable. • • 

The day being now far fpent, I proceeded for 
. the ihips. ■ When I got on board, I was informed 
that white I was abfent, they had been vifited by 
fonle^ftrangers, who, by (igns, made our people 
underftand that they had come from the fouth* 
*aft, beyond the bay. They brought feveral 
ikins, garments, and other articles, which they 
bartered. But whfttt was moft lingular, two filvcr 
table fpoons were purcbafed from them, which, 
from their peculiar ihape, we fuppofed to be of 
€panifh nAanufafture. One of thefe ftrangere 
wore them round his neck, by way of omannent. 

Captait^- Clerke and I went in the forenoon of 

ijext, day with two boats, to the village at the 

weft point of the found. Wh«n I was there, the 
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day before, I \^ad obferved that plenty of graft 
grew near it j and it wad neceffary to lay in a 
quaiitity -of this, for the few goats and fheep 
which were ftill left on board. The inhabitants re* 
ceived us with the fame demonilrations of friend-* 
ihip which I had experienced before; and the 
moment we landed, I ordered fome of my people 
to begin their operation of cutting. I had not 
the leail imagination that the natives could make 
any objedion to our fumifhing ourfelves witk 
what feemed to be of no ufe to them, but wag 
oeceiTary for us. However, I was miftaken ; for 
the moment that our men began to cut, fome of 
the inhabitants interpofed, and would not per- 
mit them to proceed, faying they muft *' ma- 
kook;*' that is, muft firft buy it. I bargain- 
cd with them for it, and thought that we were 
now at liberty to cut wherever we pleafed. 
But here again I was under a miftake $ for the 
liberal manner in which I had paid the firft pre- 
tended proprietors, brought frefh demands upon 
me from others ; and fo many of them were to 
be fatisfied, that I very fooa emptied my pockets* 
When they found that I really had nothing more 
to give, their importunities ceafed, and we were 
permitted to cut wherever we pleafed^ and as 
much as we chofe to carry away. 

£very thing being now ready, in the morning* 
of the 26th, I intended to have put to fea -, but. 
both wind and tide being againft us, was obliged 
to continue where we were. At four o'clock in 
the afternoon, we had evenr forerunner of an ap<-- 
pioaching ftprm -, this mad^ me helitate a little, « 
whether I ihould venture to fail, or wait till the 
next morniug. But my anxious impatiezice to 
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ceed u^n the vcfynge, made me detenmne^o |W^ 
to fea at all events. 

Our friends^ the- natives attended mg, till we 
were almoft oat of the found ; fome on board the 
M^t and others in their canoes. To one of their 
chiefs^ who had attached himfelf to mo^ I pre- 
feated a new broad-fword* with a brafa hilt } the 
poflfeffion' of which made him compieteh)r happj. 
I itaake no doabt that whoever comes after me to 
this place, will find the natives prepared with no 
aiconfiderable fupplj of &in8 ; an article of trade 
which, they coiild obferve, we were eager to pof- 
fefs^ and whicb we found oould be purchafed to 
gseat advantage. 

On my arrival in* this inlet, I had honoured it 

with the name of King George*s Sound ; but! 

V afterwards found, that it is called Nootka by the 

nathrtt. The harbours and anchoring places, 

within its circuit, are numerous. 

The land bordering upon the feacoaft is of a 
middling height and level ; but within the found 
it rifes almoft every where into ifteep hills, which 
agree in their general formation, ending in round 
or bhaated tops, with fome (harp, though not ve- 
ry prominent, ridges on their fides. Some of 
the(e hills may be reckoned high. 

The trees, which chiefly compofe the wood^ 
are the Canadian pine, white cyprefe, cyprefi^s 
thyoides, the wild pine, with two or three other 
forts of pine lefs common. 

As the feafon was advancing very fxft, and our 
neceifary repairs took up all our time, ^acm'fions 
of every kind, either on the land or by water, 
were never attenvpted. And as we lay in a eo?e 
cai an ifiand, no other animals were ever ihtn 
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alive io die vmoods, than two or three racoons, 
martins^ and fquirrels. The account, thenefore, 
that we can give of the quadrupeds, is taken from 
the Mcuis which the natives brought to fell. 

Of thefe, the mofl common were bears, deer, 
£oxes, and woires. The bear-iktns were in great 
numbers ; few of them very large; but in gene* 
ral of a (hining black colour. The deer-lkins were 
Scarcer; and they feem to belong to that fort 
called the fallow-deer by the hiftorians of Caroli* 
na y though Mr. Pennant thinks it quite a differ- 
eiH ipecies from ours, and didinguithes it by the 
juune of Viiginian deer. The foxes are in great 
plenty, and of feveral varieties; fome yellow, 
ibme red, fome white, and fome black. Beiides 
the comipon fort of martin, the pine-martin is 
kere ; and the ermine is alfo found at this place. 
The racoons and fquirrels are of the common 
fort. 

Hc^, dogs, and goats, have not as yet found 
their way to this place. Nor do the natives 
^^em to have any knowledge of our brown rats, 
to which, when they iaw them on board the 
flOups, they applied the name they give to fqoir- 
xeb. 

The fea animals, feen off the coaft, wem 
whales, porpcMies, and feals. The lail of thefe 
^eem only of the common fort, judging from tiie 
tkins which we faw here. 

Sea*ottei!s, which live molHy In the water, ans 
found here. The fur of thefe animals, as men- 
tioned in the Ruffian accounts, is certainly fofter 
and finer than that of any others we know of; 
and therefore the difcovery of this part of the 
•ontinent of North America, where fo valuable 
Q a - ar 



IJH THIRD VOTAOB OF 

an article of commerce may be met with, cannot 
be a nijatter of indifference *. 

Birds, in general, are not only rare as to the dif- 
ferent fpecies, but very fcarce.as to numbers; 
0nd thefe few are fo fliy, that, in all probability, 
they are continually harafled by the natives ; per- 
haps for food -J certainly to get pofleilion of their 
feathers, which they ufe as ornaments. Thofc 
which frequent the woods, are crows and ravens, 
not at all different from our Englifh ones } a blu- 
ilh jay or magpie, common wrens, wh^ch are the 
only finging bird that .we heard ; the Canadian 
pr emigrating thrufh -, and a coniiderable num* 
Jber of brown eagles, with white heads and tails; 
.which, thpugh they feem principally to frequent 
the coafl, come into the found in bad weather, 
and fometimes perch upon the trees. 
J The birds which frequent the waters and the 
Chores, are not more numerous than the others. 
CtuebrantahuefTofes, gulls, and ihag8,were feen off 
the cpafl^ and the two lad alfo frequent the 
found J they are of the common^forts. We ob- 
ferved wild ducks in coniiderable flocks ; and the 
greater lumme, or diver, found in our northern 
cc)untries. There were alfo feen, once or twice, 
fome fwans flying acrofs the found. 

Fifh are more plentiful in quantity than birds, 
thoygh the variety is not very great ; and yet, from 
feveral circumftances, it is probable, that even the 
variety is copflderably in<;reafed at certain fea- 
fons. 

• Mr. Coxc, on the authority of Mr. Pallas, Informs m 
that the old and middle-aged fea-ottcr (kins arc fold at Kiach, 
ta, by the Ruffians to the Chinefc, from eighty to one hun- 
dred rubles a /kin ; that is from fixteoq.to tvyenty pounds eadi* 
•i^e Cpxe*c li.uiiian Difcovcxiei,. 

As 
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As to the mineral fubftances in this countiy, 
though we found both iron and copper, there is 
little reafon to believe that either of them belong 
'to4he place. 

The perfons of the natives are in general un- 
der the common ftature 5 but not ilender in pro- 
portion, being commonly pretty full or plump, 
though not mufcular. The vifage of moft of 
them is round and ftill ; , and fometimes alfo 
broad, with high prominent cheeks j and above 
thefe the face is frequently much deprefled ; the 
nofe alfo flattening at its bale, with pretty wide 
Qodrils, and a rounded point. The forehead ra- 
ther low ; the eyes fmall, black, and rather lan- 
guilhing than fparkling ; the mouth round, 
with large round tbickiih lipsj the teeth tolera- 
bly equal and well fet, but not remarkably white. 
Their eyebrows are fcanty, and always narrow 5 
bat the hair of the head is in great abundance^ 
very coarfe and flrong, and without a fingle ex- 
ception, black, firaight, and lanK, or hanging 
down over the shoulders. 

Their colour we could never pofitively deter* 
mine, as their bodies were incrufted with paint 
and dirt ; though in particular cafes, when thefe 
were well rubbed off, the whitenefs of the Ikia 
appeared almoft to equal that of Europeans. 

The women are nearly of the fame fize, colour, 
and ibrro, with the men 5 ffom whom it is not 
cafy to diltinguifh them, as they poifefs no natu- 
ral delicacies fufficient to render their perfons 
agreeable. 

Their common drefs li a flaxen garment, or 
mantle, ornamented on the upper edge by a nar- 
row flrip of fur, and at the Ipwcr edge, by fringes 
QX XgiMhUj it is tied over the &o^dc£S. Ove 
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thlSf which reaches below the knees, is worn a 
imail cloak of the fame fabftance, likewife fring- 
ed at the lowei; part. In {liape> this refembles a 
Tound diih cover, being quite clofe,' except in the 
middle, where there is a hole jofl large enough 
to admit the head, 

Befides the above drefs, which is common to 
both fexes, the men frequently throw over their 
other garments the ftin of a bear, wolf, or fea- 
otter, with the hair outward, and tie it as a 
cloak, near the upper part, wearing it fometimes 
before, and fometimes behind. Their drefs would 
by no means be inelegant, were it kept clean. But 
fis they rub their bodies conilantly over with red 
paint, of a clayey, or coarfe ochre fubftance, mixed 
with oil, their garments by this means contrad a 
rancid offeniive^fmell, and a greafy naflinefs; fo 
that they make a very wretched dirty appearance. 

The ears qf many of them are perforated in the 
lobe, where they make a pretty large hole j and 
two others higher up on the outer edge. In 
thefe holes they hang bits of bone ; quills fixed 
ppon a leathern thong,, fmall (hells, bunches of 
woollen tafTels, or pieces of thin copper, which 
our beads copld pever fupplant. The feptum of 
the nofc, in many, is alfo perforated, through 
which they draw a piece of foft cord j and others 
wear at the feme place, fmall thin pieces of iron, 
brafs, or copper, fhaped almoft lik6 a horfeilioe, 
the narrpw opening of which re^^eivcs the fep- 
tum, fo tliat the two points may gently pinch it j 
find the ornament thus hangs over the upper lip, 
7he rings of our brafs buttons, which they eager- 
ly purchafed, were appropriated to this ufc. 
, Sometimes they. wear carved wooden maiks, or 
Yizors^ applied pn ^he (slq^, or (q the upper part 
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©f the head, or forchea^d. Some of thefe refera- 
ble human faces, farniihed with hair, beards, and 
eyebrows ; dtliers the heads of birds, particularlj 
of eagles and quebrantahueffofes ; and many, the 
heads of land and iea animals, fuch as wolves, 
deer, porpoifes, and others. So fond are they of 
thefe difguifes, that I have feen one of them put 
his head into a tin kettle he had got from us, for 
• ^wrant of another fort of mafk. Whether they ufe 
tjaefe extravagant mafquerade ornaments on any 
particular religion^ occalion or divedioni or whe- 
ther they be put on to intimidate their enemies 
when they go to battle, by their mondrous ap- 
pearance, or as decoys when they go to hunt ani^ 
xnals, is uncertain. 

Though there be but too much reafon, from 
their bringing to fale human fkulls and bones, to 
infer that they treat their eneniies with a degree 
of brutal cruelty, this circumftance rather marks 
a general agreement of charader with that of al- 
moft every tribe of uncivilized men, in every age, 
and in every part of the globe, than that they are 
to be reproached with any charge of peculiar in- 
humanity. They feem to be a docile, courteous^ 
good-natured people. 

When difpleafed, they are exceedingly violent j 
but they are foon pacified. Their curiofity ap- 
pears, in forae meafure, to lie dormant^ For few 
exprefled any defire to fee or examine things 
wholly unknown to them j and which, to thofe 
truly poflclfed of that paffion, would have ap- 
peared aftoniihing. They were always contented 
to procure the articles they knew and wanted, re- 
garding every thin^ elfe with great indifference j 
nor did our perfgns^ apparel, and manners, fo dif- 
ferent ftoni their own, or even tb? «ttraordinar 
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fixe and conftru^on of our ihips, feem to exdte 
adxniratioo> or even engage attention. 

TUe only infiruments of niufic« (if fuch they 
may be called) which I faw amongft them, were 
a rattle, and a ihaall whifUe with one hole coily. 
They ufe the rattle when they iing ; but upon 
what occafions they ufe the whifUe I know not ; 
unlefs it be when th^ drefs thomfelYes like par- 
ticular animals, and endeavour to imitate th^r 
howl or cry. J once faw one of them drcflfed in 
a wolf's ikin, with the head over his own, and 
imitating that animal by making a fqueaking 
noife wiU) one of thefe whiftles^ which he had in 
his mouth. 

The houfes are difpofed in three ranges or 
rows, riiing gradually behind cack other ; ' the 
largeft beiug that in front, and the others leis. 
Though there be forae appearance of regula- 
rity in this difpolition, there is none in the 
iingle houfes« The height of the fides and ends 
of thefe habitations is feven or eight feet ; the. 
back part is higher than the front, by which 
means the planks that compofb the roof flaat 
forward ; they are laid on loofe, and are moved 
to let out fmpke, and admit air or light. There 
are holesy or windows, in tlte 6des of' the houfes 
iQ look out at, but- without any regulariity of 
ibape or 4ifpo{itioi> j and thefe have bits of mat 
bung before tbono^to prevent the rain getting in. 

Their furaiture coniifts chiefly of a great nam- 
bter of chefls and boxes of all iises, which are ge« 
nerally piled upon each other, ck^ to the ddts 
or ends of the houfe; and contain their fpare 
garments, ikins, niafks, and other things, which 
they fet a value upon. Their other domeftic 
Hbon£iU afo moftly fqaare and oUocig pails ixt 
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buck^s to hold water and other things j round 
"wooden cops and bowls, and fmall fhallow wooden 
troaghsj about two feet long, out of which they 
cat their food; and bafkets of twigs, bags of 
matting, fiihing implement^ &c. 

The natlinefs and ftench of their houfes are, 
however, at leaft equal to the confufion. But 
amidfl all the filth and confufion that are found 
in the houfes, many of them arc decorated with 
images. Thefe are nothing more than the trunks 
of very large trees, four or five feet high, fet tip 
iingly, or by pairs, at the upper end of the apart- 
ment, with the .front carved into a human tace ; 
the arms and hands cut out upon the fides, and 
varioufly painted ; fo that the \C^hole is a truly 
monfirous figure. The general name of thefe 
images is Klumna ; and the names of two parti- 
cular ones, which ftood abreafi of each other, 
three or four feet afunder, in one of the houfes, 
were Natchkoa and Matfeeta. A mat, by way 
of curtaifn, for the moft part hung before them, 
which the natives were not willing at all times 
to remove 5 and when they did uftveil them, they 
feemed to fpeak of them in a very myflcrlou* 
manner. 

It was natural, from thefe circumftances, for 
us to think, that they were reprefentatives of 
their gods ;' and yet we had proofs of the little 
real eftiraation they were in ; for, with a fmall 
quantity of iron or brais, I could have purchafed 
all the gods in the place ; and 1 actually got two 
or three of the very fmalleft fort. 

The chief employment of the men, is fifhing 
and killing land or fea animals. The women are 
occupied in manufacturing their flaxen or wool- 
len ganxientft, and io preparing the fardines fo^ 

dryiuj 



1^8 TBIAO VOYAOB OP 

drying* The young men appeated to be. ibt 
moil indolent or idle iet in this community -, for 
they were either fitting in fcattered companies, 
to balk tbemielves in the fun, or lay wallowing in 
the fand upon the beach, like a number of hofsi^, 
for the fame purpofe> without any covering. But 
this difregard of decency wa3 confined to the men. 
The women were always properly clothed, and 
behaved with the utmoft propriety -, jufUy de- 
ferving all commendation, for a bafbfuinefs and 
mode% becoming their fex ; but more merito- 
rious in them# aa the men iSsem to have no fenfe 
of Ihame. 

Their weapons are bows and arrows, iliogs, 
fpears, fhort truncheons of bone, fomewbat like 
the patoo patoo of New Zealand, and a fmaB 
pickaxe, not unlike the common American ta< 
/nahawk. The tomahawk is a iiooe fix or dght 
inches long, pointed ai one end, and the other 
end fixed 'into a handle of .wood $ which refem- 
bles the head and neck of the human figure $ 
and the fione is fixed in the mouth, fo as to re- 
prefent an enormoufiy large tongue. 

From the number of fione weapons, and others* 
we might almofl conclude, that it is their cuftoia 
to engage in clofe fight -, and we had too con- 
viqcing proofs that their wars are both frequent 
and bloody, frotn the vaA number of human 
Ikulls which they brought to fcU. 

Their manufadures and mechanic arts are far 
more extenfive and ingenious, whether we regard 
tlie deiign or the execution, than could have been 
expeded from the natural difpofition of the peo- 
ple, and tiie little progrefs that civilization has 
made amongft them in other refpefts. The gar- 
ments with which they cover tbemfelves, muft 
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tKbeSkriyy engage their fkift t^tr^j and are the 
moil material of thofe that can be ranked under 
tlie head of msthufa&uiea. The^ are iBade of 
the bark of a pide troe^ bedtt irito a iusmpei!! Itate* 
it is not fpun > bvkt', after hemg ppopedy prepare 
edi is fpread upon a dick, which is faflened 
acrofs to two others that ^nd dpcight It is 
difpofed in foch a nnanoer that the hia]iufa6lQrer^ 
vho (it& on her hamd at this fimpie- nadchinei 
knots it acrofs with fmall plaitftd tlireads^ at the 
diftaoce of half an inch frobi eac^ cither. Though 
bj this method It be not fo dnfe or firmaB ckrth 
that is woven, the bunches between the knot^ 
make it futficiently impervious to the ak, by fill- 
ing the interftices } and it has the addiltional ad^^ 
Tantage of being fofter and more pliable^ . 

Their tafle or de£gn in workii^ figures uponr 
their garments, oorrefponds with their fondnefs 
for carving in every thing they make of wood. 
The imitative arts being nearly &llied> no won* 
der that to their &.ili in working iifiruTes in their 
garments, and carving them in wood, they fhould* 
add that of drawing them in colours. We have« 
fometimes, feen the whole prooeCs of theLr" whale 
fifhery painted on the caps they wear. Tins^ 
though rudely ei^ecuted, ferves, at leait, to fhew 
that they have fome notion of a method of com* 
memoratkig and rq>refenting adions hif lafiing' 
way. 

Their canoes are of a fimple fhnidhsre; but to 
appearance weil cakulated for every ufeful pur* 
pofe. Even the largeft, which carry twenty peo- 
ple or more^ are formed of one tree. Many of 
them are forty feet long, feven broad, and about 
three deep^ For the mofl part they are without 
any ornament f but feme have a IvtUe carving 
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and are decorated by iettiDg feals* teeth on t&s. 
forface like dads; as is the pradice on their, 
malks and weapons. A few have likewife a 
kind of additional head or prow, like a large cat- 
water, which is painted with the figure of lbm« 
animal. 

Their principal toob are the chiifel and the 
knife. The chiilel is a long flat piece, flttfed into* 
a handle of wood. A iione fenres for a mallet, 
and a piece of fiih-ikin for a poliiher. I have 
feen fome.of thefe chiiTels that were eight or ten 
inches long, and three or four inches broad ; bat 
in general they were fmaller. The knives are. 
of various fizcs, fome very large. 

Iron, which they call feekemaile (which name 
they alfo give to tin, and all white metals) is 
familiar to them. Yet we never obferved the 
leail iign of their having feen ihips like ours be- 
fore, nor of their having traded with fuch people. 
They exprefled no marks of furprife at feeing 
our ihips 5 nor were they even ftartled at the re- 
port of a muiket; till one day, upon their endea* 
vouring to make us fenfible that their arrows 
and fpears could not penetrate the hide-dreiTes, 
one of our gentlemen (hot a muiket ball through 
one of them, folded (ix times. At this they were 
(o much daggered, that they plainly difcovered 
th^ir ignorance of the cffeGt of flrearms. This 
was very often confirmed afterward, when, we 
ufed them at their village, and other fdaces, to 
ihoot birds, the manner of which plainly con- 
founded them. 

The moft probable way, by which we can fup- 
pofe that they get their iron, is by trading for it 
with the. other Indian tribes, who either have 
imipediate communication with European fettle- 
meats 
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ments tlpon that continent, or receive it» perhaps, 
throngh feveral intermediate nations. The fame 
xnight be faid of the brafs and copper found 
amongH them. 

We could obfcrve that there are fuch men ag, 
chiefs^ who are diilinguifhed by the name or 
title of Acweek, and to whom the others are, in 
Jcme mealure, fttbordinatie. But I fhmild gnefs 
the authority of each of thefe great men extends 
no farther than the family to which he 'belongs, 
and who own him as their head. Thefe Acweeks 
trere not always elderly men -, from which I ctm* 
duded, that this title came to them by inherit- 
ance. 

Their language is by no means harih or dii^ 
agreeable, farther than proceeds from their uling 
the k and h with more force^ or pronouncing 
them with lefs foftnefs, than we do. They have 
one found, which is very frequent, and not ufed 
by us. It is fbrmed in a particular manner, by 
cla thing their tongue partly againft the roof of 
the mouth. It is di£5cult to reprcfent this found 
by any compoiition of our letters, unlefs from 
U'zthl : it is generally ufed as a termination. 

Subjoined is a fpecimen of their numerals ; 



Tfawack, 


One. 




Akkla, 


Two. 




Katfitfa, 


Three. 




Mo, or moo, 


Four. 




Sochah, 


Five. 




Nofpo, 


Six. 




Atflepoo, 


Seven. 




AtlaquoUhl, 


Eight. 


4 


Tfawaquulthl, 


Nine. 




Haeeoo, 


Ten. 
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Oa qmttiRg the fcmod, I bore away, (leering 
nortb-weil ; in which dlredioti I fappofed the ' 
coal): to lie. At half paH one in the afternoony 
it blew a perfcdt hurricane, fo that I judged it 
highly dangerous- to run any longer before it, 
and therefore brought the fhips to. At this time 
the Refalution fprung a lesk. It was no fooner 
difcovered than the fifh-room was found to be 
full of watery and tiid cafks in it afloat ; but this>' 
was ill a gr^at meafure owing to the water not' 
finding its* way to the pumps through the coals 
tint lay. at the bottom of die room^ For after 
the wa4;er iirds baled otzt, which employed us till< 
midnight, and had found its way d^redly from 
the leak to the pumps, it appeared that one 
pump kept it under^ which gave us no fmall fa- 
tisfa6tioti. 

At feveri in the evening, on the J ft of May, 
we got light of the land> which abounds with 
hi Us, but one con (iderably out-tops the reftj thi« 
I called Mount Edgcumbe* It was wholly cover- 
ed with fnow ; as were alfo all the other elevated 
hills 5 but the lower ones, and the flatter fpots> 
bordering upon the fea, were free from it, and 
covered with wood. 

On the 3d, we faw a large inlet, diftant fix 
leagues ; and the moft advanced point of the 
land, lying under a very high peaked mountain, 
which obtained the name of Mount Fair Wea- 
ther. The rnlet was named Crofs Sound, as be- 
ing firft on that day fo marked in our calendar. 

From the 4th to the 10th, nothing very inte- 
refting occurred. On the 10th, we found our- 
felves no more than three leagues from the coaft 
of the continent, which extended as- far as the 
^ye could reach. To the weft ward, of this laft 

direction 
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predion .was an iiland, tbat exteoded from north 
Jto Anitb, diHasit fix leagues. A puint ibooits out 
from the main towaid the norlb-eait end of tlie 
4^and> about five or fix leagues di^ant, .This 
point I named Cape Suckling. 

On the 1 1 th, I bore up tor the iiland. At ten 
^'dock in the mornings I went in a boat« and 
landed upon it^ with a view of feeiing what lay 
on the other {i^te -, but finding it farther to the 
hills than I expeded^ and the way being fieep 
|ind woody> I was obliged to drop the defign. At 
the foot of a tree^ on a little eRiinonoe not far 
from the fhore^ I left a bottle^ with a paper in it, 
on which were infcribed the names of the&ips^and 
the date of our difcovery. And along with it I in* 
clofed two filver twopenny pieces of his majefiy'i 
.coin, of the date 1772. Thefe, with many others* 
were furniflied me by the Rev. Dr. Kaye (now 
Dean of Lincoln) and, as a mark of my e^eem 
and regard for that gentleman, I named the iiland 
after him Kaye's Iiland. It is eleven or twelve 
leagues in length ; but its breadth is not above a 
league, or a league and a half, in any part of it. 

On this iiland there are a cdnfiderable number 
•of pines, and the whole feems covered with a 
broad girdle of wood. In the paifage from the 
ihip to the fijore, we faw a great many fowls fit* 
.ting upon the water, or fiying about in flocks or 
pairs J the chief of whiqh were a few quebranta- 
hueiTofes j divers 5 ducks or large peterels ; gulls, 
ihags, and burres. At the place where we land- 
led^ a fox came from the verge of the wood, and 
eyed us with very little emotion, walking leifure- 
ly without any figns of fear. He was of a red* 
^iih-yellow colour, like fomc of the ikins we 
bought at Nootka^ but not of a largo fi«e. 
R2 
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We were now threatened with A fog and m 
ilorm i and I wanted to get into fome place to 
liop the leak^ before we encountered another 
gale. Thefe reafons induced me to fteer for an 
inlet, which we had no fooner reached^ than the 
weather became fo foggy, that we could not fee 
a mile before us, and it became neceflary to fo- 
cure the fliips in fome place, to wait for a clearer 
iky. With this view, I hauled clofe under a 
cape^ which I now called Cape Hinchinbroke, 
and anchored before a froall cove, a little withia 
the cape> and about a quarter of a mile from the 
. ihore. 

At fome Ihort intervals, the fog cleared away, 
and gave us a fight of the lands around us. 
The wefternmoft point we had in fight on the 
north (here, bore north north- weft half weft, two 
leagues diftant. Between this point and tiie 
ihore, under which we were at anchor, is a bay 
about three leagues deep 5 on the fouth-eaft fide 
of which there are two or three coves, fuch as 
that before in which we had anchored ; and in 
the middle fome rocky iflands. 

To thefe iflands Mr. Gore was fcnt in a boat, 
in hopes of fliooting fome eatable birds. But ho 
hardly got to them, before about twenty natives 
made their appearance in two large capocs ; on 
which he thought proper to return to the ihips, 
and they followed him. They would not ven- 
ture along-fide, but kept at fome diftance, hal- 
looing aloud, and alternately ciafping and ex- 
tending their arms ; and, in a ihort time, began 
ft kind of fong exadly after the manner of tliofe 
at Nootka. Their heads were alfo powdered 
with feathers. One man held out a white gar- 
tnent/ which we interpreted as a fign of frieod- 

Ihip; 
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iliip ; and another ^ood up in the cande, quite 
naked, for almod a quarter of an houf^ with his 
arms ftretched out like a crofs, and motionlefs. - 
Though we returned all their figns of friendfbip, 
and by every exprel&ve geflure> tried to encou- 
rage them to come along-fide, we could not pre- 
vail. 

At ten o'clock next morning we got under 
fail) in order to loof out for fome place, where 
we might fearch for, and ftop the leak 3 our pre- 
fent nation being too much expofed for this pur* 
pofe. 

The natives, who viiited us the preceding even* 
ing, came off again in the morning, in five or fix 
canoes ; but not till we were under fail ; and, al- 
though thej fc^lowed us for fome time, they could 
not get up with us. At eight o'clock the vio* 
lence of the fqualls obliged us to anclpr in a bay. 

The weather, bad as it was, did not hinder 
three of the natives from paying us a vifit. The 
treatmeut thefe men met with, induced many 
OK^re to vifit us, between one and two the next 
inoming, in both great and fmall canoes. A 
few ventured on board the (hip, but not ti]l 
fome of our people had ftepped into their boats. 
Amongft thofe, who came on board, was a good- 
looking, middle-aged man, whom we afterwards 
found to be the chief. He was clothed in a drefs 
made of the fea-otter*s ikin j and had 00 his head 
ibch a cap as is worn by the people of King 
George's Bovnd, ^nrnamented with ikyblue glafa 
beads, about the fize of a large pea. He feemed 
to fet a much higher value upon thefe than upoa 
our white glafs beads. Any fort of beads, how- 
ever, appeared to be in high efiimation witn 
thefe people 5 and they readily gave wliatev«^- 
R3 tl 
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they had in exchange for them; even their fio# 
fea-ottcr (kins. 

. Thefe people were alfo defirous of iron ; bat 
they wanted pieces eight or ten inches long at 
leaft, and of the breadth of three or four fingers. 
The points of fome of their fpears or lances were 
of that metal ; others were of copper, and a few 
of bone, of which the points of their darts, ar- 
rows, &c. were compofed. I could not prevail 
upon the chief to truft himfelf below. the upper 
deck; nor did he and his companions remaitt 
long on board. But while we had their company, 
it was neceflary to watch them narrowly, as they 
ibon betrayed a thievifh difpofition. At length, 
after being about three or four hours along-fide 
the Refolution, they all left her, and went to the 
Difcovery ; where, after looking down the hatch- 
ways, and feeing nobody but' the officer of th« 
watch and one or two more, he no doubt thought 
they might plunder her with eafe; efpecially aft 
ftie lay at fome diftance from us. It was unquef- 
tionably with tliis view that they all repaired to 
her. Several of them, without any ceremony, 
went on board ; drew their knives i made figns 
to the officer and people on deck to keep off, and 
began to look about them for plunder. The firft 
thing they met with was the rudder of one of tlie 
boats, which they threw over- board to thofe of 
their party who had remained in their canoes. 
Before they had time to find another objeft that 
pleafed their fancy, the crew were alarmed, and 
began to come on deck armed with cutlaflfe*. 
On feeing this the whole company of plunderers 
f/jeaked off in their canoes, with as much deli- 
b eration and indifference as if they had done no- 
'"ing anxifs 5 and they, were obferved 4cf(!ribing 

to 



CAPTAIN COOK. , ISf 

to thofc who had not been on board, how much 
longer the knives of the fhip's crew were than 
their own, 

Juft as we were going to weigh the anchor, to 
proceed farther up the bay, it began to blow and 
to rain as hard as before ; {o that we were oblig- 
ed to veer away the cable again, and lay faft. 
Toward the evening, finding that the gale did 
not moderate, and that it might be fome time 
before an opportunity offered to get higher up, I 
came to a rclblution to heel the fliip where we 
were. In heaving the anchor out of the boat, 
one of the feamen, either through ignorance or 
careleflhefs, or both, was carried overboard by 
the buoy-rope, and followed the anchor to the 
bottom. It is remarkable, that in this very cri- 
tical Situation, he had prefence of mind to difen- 
gage himfelf, and come up to the furface of the 
water, where he was taken up, with one of hia 
legs fradured in a dangerous manner. 

The leak being flopped, which was found to 
be in the feams, at four o'clock in the morning 
of the i 7th, we weighed and fleered to the north- 
wefhvard, with a light breeze at eaft north-ealt j 
thinking, if there ihould be any paflage to the 
north through this inlet, that it muH be in that 
diredion. We were now upward of five huti- 
dred and twenty leagues to the weftward of any 
part of Hudfon's Bay. 

Next morning, at three o'clock we weighed, 
and, with a gentle breeze at north, proceeded to 
the fouthwnrd down the inlet, and met with the 
fame broken ground as on the preceding day. 
However, we foon extricated ourfclves from it. 
Kcxt evening w^ were again In the opep fea, and 

fou' 
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found ihe coall trending weft by fonth, as itr « 

the eye could reach. 

To the inlet^ which we had now left, I govt 
ibQ name of Prince William's Sound. 

The natives, who came to make as feveral vt« 
fits, while we were in the found, were generalijr 
not above the common height; though many of 
them were under it. They were fquafe, or 
ftroBg^chefted ; and the moft difproporttoned 
part of their body feemed to be their head^ 
which were very laiige j with tWck fbort neek^ 
^nd large, broad, or fproading faces, which, iipo« 
the whole, were flat. Their eyes, though tiot 
fmall, fcarceiy bore a proportion to the fizc of 
their faces; and their nofes had full roond 
points, hooked, or turned up at the tip. Their 
hair was black, thick, (Iraiglit, and ftrong 3 and 
their beards, in general, thin, or wanting. Very 
few of them have any pretentions to beauty, 
though their countenance coi:gtmonly indicates a 
eonlidemble Iharc of vivacity, good^-nature and 
franknefs. 

Their common drefs (for men, women, and 
children are clothed alike) is a kind of clofe froek« 
or rather robe, reaching generally to the ankles 
though fometimes only to the knees. At the ap^ 
per part is a hole jufl fufficient to admit the head^ 
with lleeves that reach to the wrifl. Thefe frocks 
are made of the Ikins of diflereiU animals; the 
moft common of which are thofe of the iiea-otter, 
grey fox, racoon* and pine-martin ; with many of 
leal ikins ; and in general they are worn with cha 
hairy fide outward. Some alfo have thefe frocks 
made of the ikins of fbwls, with only the down 
remaining on them« which thegr glue on other 

fubfiances. 
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•f|ifafbnce8. A few have a kind of eape or collar ; 
and fome a hood ; but the other is the moA com-r 
mon form> and feems to be their whole drefs in 
good weather. When it rains^ they put over this 
another frock> ingenioufly made from the intef- 
tincs of whales, or fome other large animal, pre- 
pared fo ikilfully as alroofl to refemble our gold- 
beaters leaf. 

In general they do not cover their legs or feet; 
but a few have a kind of fkin ftockings, which 
reach halfway up the thigh 5 and fcaicely.any of 
them are without mittens for the hands^ made of 
the fkins of bears paws. 

Both fexes have the ears perforated with fc" 
vcral holes, about the outer and lower part of the 
edge, in which they hang little bunches of beads. 
The feptum of the nofe is alfo perforated, 
through which they frequently thrull the quill 
feathers of fmall birds, or little bending orna- ^ 
ments, made of ihelly fubflances, flniilg on a 
fiiff ftring or cord, three or four inches long, 
which give them a truly grotefque appear- 
ance. But the moft uncommon and unfightly 
ornamental fafhion, adopted by fome of both 
iexes, is the having their .under lip flit, or cut 
qnite through in the diredion of the mouth, a 
little below the fwelling part. This inciiion, 
which is made even in the fucking children, is 
often above two inches long; and either by its 
natural retradion, when the wound is freih, or 
by the repetition of fome artificial management, 
aifumes the tfue ihape of lips, and becomes fo 
large as to admit the tongue through. This hap- 
pened to be the cafe when the firft perfon, having 
this incifion, was feen by one of the feamen, who 
called out. that the man had two mouths ; . ^r ^ 

ind( 
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' indeed, it does not look ualike it. In tfaw arti- 
ficial mouth they ftick a flat narrow cffnanaeat^ 
made chiefly out of a iblid ihdi or boae> cat iut» 
Uttle narrow pieces* like Imall teeth. 
• The men frequently pai nt their faces of a bright 
red^ and of a black colour, and fometimes of m 
blue or leaden oolonr; but not in any regular 
figure; and the women, in fome meafure, endea- 
vour to imitate them, by punduring or fiaioing 
Ihe chin with black that comes to a point in eadk 
cheek; a pradice very fimilar to which is ia 
faihion aiHong the females of Greenland. Upoa 
the wholCf I have no where feen favages who 
take more pains than tliefe people to ornaDoent, 
or rather to disfigure, their peribns. 

For defenfive arttiour, they have a' kind of 
jacket, or coat of mail, made of thin laths, bound 
together with finews, which make it quite flexi- 
ble, though fo clofe as not to admit an arrow or 
dart. It only covers the trunk of the body, and 
may not be improperly conxpared to a woman's 
Aays. 

Befides the animals which were feen at Nootka, 
there are fome otliers in this place which we did 
not find there 5 fuch as the white bear ; of whofe 
(kins the natives brought feveral pieces, and fome 
entire ikins of cubs ^ from which their fiee oould 
not be determined. We alfo found the wolve- 
rene, or quickhatc^, which had very bright oo« 
lours; a larger fort of ermine than the common 
one, which is the fame as at Nootka, varied with 
« brown colour, and with fcarcely any black on 
its tail. The natives alfo brought the ikin of the 
bead of fome very large animal; but it could not 
be pofitively determined what it was; though, 
irom the colour and ibaggine& of tke bair> and 

iu 
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its nnlik^nefs to 2LJ\y land amrfial, i^e jiidged it 
might probably be that of the large male urfine 
feaJ, or fea-bear. The number of fkins we foond- 
here^ points out the great plenty of fhefe fercral 
animals jult mentioned; but it is reiDarkable that 
we neither faw the ikka» of the moofe not of the 
conomoo deer. 

The beads and iron found amongfi: theie peo^ 
]^le> left nor rdoi!n. to. doubt that they muil have 
Sieceived them frorii fome civilized natioa. Wo 
-were pretty certain> fro^n circumitances already 
oaentiofiedi that we we^e the firfl Europeans with> 
wj^n) they had ever eonununicated diredly; andi 
it remains only to be decided from what quartev 
they had got our manufia^ures by intermediate 
conveyance. And there cannot be the Icaft doubt 
ef their having received tbefe articles, through 
the intervention of the more inland tribes> fronr 
Hudfon*s Bay^ or the fettlements on the Canadian- 
Lakes. 

May the 21(1, 1 fteered to the fouth-weft, and 
paifed a lofty promontory. As the difcoVery of 
it was connedted with the Princf.fs Elizabeth's 
birth-day, I named it Cape Elizabeth. Beyond 
it we could fee no land, io that at firft wc wefc 
in hopes that it was the western extremity of tho 
coniinent) but not long after we found our mif* 
take; for frefli land appeared in fight, bearing 
weft fouth-weft. We continued our courfc with 
little variation, obferving many high mountains^ 
near the coafttill the 3o3i, when we atichored in 
nineteen fathoms water under the eaRern fhore. 

About noon two canoes^ with a man in each^ 
came off to the ihip, from near a place whcr« wd 
had feen fome fmoke the preceding day* They 
laboured very hard in paddling acrofs the ftrong 
tide; and helHatcd a little before they would 
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come quite clofe; but, upon figns being made to 
them, they- approached. One of them talked a 
great deal to no purpofc 5 for we did not under- 
fbnd a word he faid. He kept pointing to the 
ihore, which we interprfeted to be an invitation 
to go thither. They accepted of a few trifles 
from me, which I conveyed to them from the 
quarter gallery. 

When the ^ood made> we weighed, and dood 
over to the weftern Ihore with a frefh 'gale at 
north north-eaft. This, with the other on the 
oppofite fbore, contra6ted the channel to the 
breadth of four leagues. Through this channel 
ran a prodigious tide. 

As we proceeded, farther up, the marks of a 
river difplayed themfelves. The water was found 
to be frefher; infomuch that I was convinced that 
we were in a large river, and not in a flraight com- 
municating with the Northern Seas. But I was 
defirous of having flrongcr proofs; and therefore 
weighed with the next flood, in the morning of 
the 31ft, and plied higher up, or rather drove up 
with the tide ; for we had but little wind. 

About eight o'clock we were vifited by feveral 
of the natives, in one large, and feveral fmall 
canoes. The latter carried only one perfon each ; 
and fome had a paddle with a blade at each end« 
after the manner of the £fquimaux. 

Soon after, we came to an anchor, about two 
leagues from the weft fhore. The weather was 
miify, with drizzling rain, and clear by turns. 
At the clear intervals, we faw an opening between 
the mountains on the eaftern fhore, bearing caft 
from the ftation of the fhips, with low land, 
which we fuppofed to be iflands lying between us 
. and the main land. From thefe appearances, we 
wer« in fome doubt whether the inlet did not 
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take an eaflerly diredion> through the above 
opening; or whether that opening was only a 
branch of it» and the main channel continued U» 
northern diredion through the low. land now in 
fight. 

To determine this point> and to examine the 
ihoals, I difpatched two boats, under the com-, 
mand of the malier; and as foon as the flood-tide 
made> followed with the ihips. We had now 
many evident proofs of being in a great river. 

Early next morning, being the iS of June, the 
mailer returned and reported that he found the 
inlet, or rather river, contraded to the breadth of 
one league, by low land on each iide, through 
which it took a northerly direction. He pro- 
ceeded three leagues through this narrow part, 
which he found navigable for the larged ihips^ 
While the ebb or ilream ran down, 3ie water 
was perfedly frelh -, but, after the flood made, it 
became brackifli 3 and towards high- water, very 
much fo, even as high up as we went. 

All hopes of finding a paflage were now given 
up. However, I difpatched two boats, under tlie 
command of Lieutenant King, to examine the 
tides, and to make fuch other obfervations as 
might give us fome infight into the nature of the 
river, which I fliall diflinguiOi by the name of 
River Turnagain. By means of this river, and 
its feveral branches, a very extenflve inlland com^ ' 
munication feems to lie open. We had traced it 
fevcnty leagued, or more, from its entrance, with* 
out feeing the leaft appearance of its fource. 

If the difcovcry of this great river*, whlchk 

* Captain Cook having here left a blank, which he had not 
filled up with any particular name, Lord Sandwich dire^ed, 
with the greateft propriety, that it ihould b$ called Cookv 
Aiver. 

Vol. VH. .^ promif€ 
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promifei to vie with the moil confideraUft tmei 
already known to b6 dajiabte of ftXftetifive inland 
Bjivigatioq, (hould prote of tiibdifiiev to the pre* 
Iknt, or to any i\Uuie age^ the time we fpent in 
it ought to be lefs regretted. But to us, who 
Itad a much grdatdr object in view^ the dolay 
thus ooca(i%rtied was an cHeAtial lofs* The ^fon 
wag advkncfAg apact. We knew not how fat 
we might have to proceed to the fouth; and w0 
were now convict that the continent of North 
America extended farther to the weil, tban^ from 
the modern moft reputable charts, we had fteafoo 
to exped. This made the exaAenoe of a paflagtf 
into Hudfon*8 Bay lefs probable; or at leaft ihewed 
k to be of greater extent. It was a fatkfa6Uon 
to me, however, lo railed, that, if I had not exa-* 
mined this very confidetabld itA^t, it Would havtf 
been afTumed, by fpecalativo fabricators of geo* 
graphy, as a fa€ty that it communicated with the 
fea to the north, or with Hudfons Bay to the eaft. 

In the afternoon I fent Mr. King again, with 
two armed boats^ with orders to land on the 
northern point of the low land, dn the fouth-eail 
fide of the rivet, there td difplay the flag 5 to take 
poiTefiion of the country and river in his majeity'tf 
name ; and to bury in tho ground a bottle, con-' 
taining fome pieces of Engliih coin, of the year 
1772, and a paper, on which was inferibed tlM 
names of our fhipt, and the date of OHr difcovefy. 

We weighed anchor as foon as it was high-> 
water; and with a faint breeee, foutherly> ftood 
over to the weft {hore,M'here the return of the flood 
obliged ns to anchor early next morning. Soon 
after feveral l^^e and fome fipall canocSj with 
natives, came ofl, who bartered their ikins ; after 
which they fold-their garmcnU^ till many of tUena 
ifCTt quite naked. 

. la 
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in plying dowii the riyer« a gooa raaoy <^ thr 
natives cam^ off. Their company was very QCr^ 
peptable; for they brought with them a large 
quantity of very fine falmon, which tb^y e^^- 
cbanged for fuch trifles as we had to give them. 
Mod of it was fpUt ready for drying ; and feve*- 
ral hundred weight pf it was procured for thf 
two &ipB. 

In the afternoon of the 2d of June, the moun^ 
tain8> for the firil time fince our entering th<^ 
riverj were clear pf clouds 5 and we difcovercd a 
volcano in one of thoiie on the well fide. It did 
cot niake any driking appearance^ emitting only 
^ white fmoke, but no fire. 

The wind reipfiining fo^therly, we continued 
^o tide it down the river. Before we left thia 

5 dace, fix qanoos came off from the eaft ihore $ 
bme condu^d by one, and others by two, men. 
They cemaioed at a little difiance fropa the ihipa, 
viewing them with a kind of filent furprife> at 
)ea(l half an hour, without exchanging a finglc 
word with us, or with one another. At length 
they took courage, and came along^fide^, began 
to barter with our people, and did not leave ua 
till they had parted with every thing they 
brought with them, confiding of a few Ikins and 
fome falmon. 

Moft of the (kins, which we purchafed here, 
were made up into varments. Hovirever, fome of 
thefe were in good condition 5 but others were 
old and ragged enoi^gh. But as thefe poor people 
make no other ufe of ikins but for clothing them* 
felves, it cannot be fuppofed that they are at tlie 
trouble of drefiing more of them than are necef- 
^ary for this purpofe. And perhaps this is the 
chief uf^ for which they kill the a^i^^ls ; fc 
S 2 tl 
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the fca and the rivers fecm to fupply them wiA 
their principal articles of food. It would proba- 
bly be much otherwife, were they once habituated 
to a conftant trade with foreigners. 
• Nothing interefting happened till the 18th, 
when, having occaiion to fend a boat on board 
Ihe Difcovcry, one of the people in her fhot ' a 
very beautiful bird of the hawk kind. It is fomc- 
•>vhat lefs than a duck, and of a black colour, ex- 
cept the fore part of the head, which is white 5 
«nd from above and behind each eye arifes an 
elegant yellowiih white creft, revolved backward 
as a ram's horn. The bill and feet are red. We 
bad for fome days feen thefe birds in large flocks. 
On the 19th, being near the fhore, the Difco- 
vcry fired three guns, brought to, and made the 
fignal to fpeak with us. A boat was immediately 
fent to her, and in a fhort time returned with 
Captain Gierke. I now learned from him that 
fome natives, in three or four canoes, who had 
followed tha fhip f©r fome time, at length got 
tinder his ftern. One of them then made many 
ligns, taking off his cap and bowing, after the 
manner of Europeans. A rope being handed 
down from the lliip, to this he fattened a fmall 
thin wooden cafe or box; and having delivered 
this fafe, and fpoken fomething, and made fome 
more figns, the canoes dropped aftern, and left 
the Difcovery. No one on board her had any 
fufpicion that the box contained any thing, till 
after the departure of the canoes, when it was 
accidentally opened, and a piece of paper was 
found folded up carefully, upwn which fomething 
was written in the Ruffian language, as was fup- 
pofed. The date 1778 was prefixed toitj and, 
n the body of the wxittctt note, there was a re- 
ference 
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ference to the ye^r 1766. Not learuccl cnowgh 
to decypher the alphabet of the writer, his nu- 
{nerals marked fufficientlj that others had pr^^ 
ceded us in viliting this dreary part of the globe, 
who were united to us by other ties beiides thofc 
of our coq^imon nature 3 and the hopes of loon 
meeting with fqme of the Ruffian traders, could 
not but give a fonfible fatisfa^ion to thofe who 
tad, for fuch a length of time, been converfanl 
with the favages of the Pacific Ocean, and of th<j 
continent of North America. 

Captain Gierke was at firft of opinion, that 
Ibme Jluliians had been fhipwreckcd here j and 
that thefc unfortunate perions, feeing our ihip* 
pafs, had taken this method to inform us of their 
Jtuation. Imprclfed with humane fcntiments, 
on fuch an occaiion, he. was c^cfirous of flopping 
till they might have titne to join us. But no 
fuch idea occurred to me. I rather thought that 
the paper contained a note of information, left 
by lome Rul^au trader, who- had lately be^u 
amongft thefe iilands, to be delivered to the next 
vifiters. Fully convinced of this, I did not ftay 
to enquire any farther into the matter, but made 
fail, and ftood away to the weftward. ^ 

We continued to i:un all night, with a gentle 
breeze at north-eaft 5 and, at two o'clock next 
ipornipg, fome breakers were feen within us^ at 
the diHance of two ngjiles. 
. The breakers fo;rccd vts fo far from the conti- 
nent, that we had but. a diftant view of the coaft. 
Over fome adjoining iilands, we could fee th<5 
Qoain land covered with fnow j but particularly 
ifms hills, whofe elevated tops were feen tower- 
ing aboxe the clouds, to a moH ftupendou$ 
kcight. The moil fouth-weft^rly of thefc hilla 
S 3 wa 
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Svas difcovered to have a volcano, which conti- 
nually threw up vafl columns of black fmoke. 
It Hands not far from the coaft. It is alfo re- 
markable from its figure, which is a complete 
conej and the volcano is at the very fummit. 

In the afternooHj^ having three honrs calm, 
our people caught upward oifa hundred hali- 
buts, fome of which weighed a hundred pounds. 
This was a very feafonablerefrelhm«nt to us. In 
the height of our fifhing, a fmall canoe, condud^ 
cd by one man, came to us from the large ifland. 
On approaching the fhip, he took off his cap and 
bowed. It was evident that the Rufiians mull 
.have a communication and traffic with thefe peo- 
ple ; not only from their acquired poll tenefs,' but 
from the note before mentioned. But we had 
now a frefh proof of it 5 for our prefent vifiier 
wore a pair of green cloth breeches, and a jacket 
of black cloth or fluff, under the gut-fliirt of his 
own country. He had nothing to barter except 
a grey fox-lkin, and fome fifhing implements or 
harpoons ;' the heads of the fhafts of which were 
neatly made of bone. 

The weather was cloudy and hazy, with now 
and then funfhinc, till the afternoon of the a2d, 
when the wind came round to the fouth-eafl, 
and, as ufual, brought thick, rainy, weather. 
Before the fog came on, no part of the main land 
was in fight, except the volcano, ^nd another 
mountain clofe by it. We made but little pro- 
grefs for fome days, having the wind variable,' 
and but little of il. 

On the 'morning of the 25tli, we got a breeze 

eaflerl'yj and, what was uncommon with this 

wind, clear weather 5 fo that we not only faw 

ib^'volcanoy but other mountains/ both to the 

^ •* eaft 
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tfeift and well of it, and ^11 the coaft ot the main 
land under them, much plainer than at any time 
before. 

•The' weather, in the afternoon, became gloo- 
my, and at length turned to a mift, {o thick that 
we could not fee a hundred yards before us. We 
were now alarmed at hearing the found of break- 
^s on our larboard bow. On -heaving the lead, 
we found twenty teight fathoms water, I imme- 
diately brought the Ihip to, and anchored oyer a 
bottom of coatrfe fand. 

A* few hours afteri the fogbaving cleared at 
little; it appeared that we Jiad efcaped very im- 
minent danger. We found ourfelves three quar- 
ters of a ra-iie from the north-eaft fide of an 
iiland. Two elevated ro6ks were about half a 
league each from lis, and about the fame diftance 
from eacb other. There were fevcral breakers 
about tbem ; and yet Providence had, in the 
dark, conduced the fhrps through between thefe 
rocks, Which I !fliould not have ventured in a 
clear day, and to fuch an anchoring place that I 
-Could not have diofen a bettfer. 
♦ On a point, which bore weft from the fhip, 
Atee quarters of a mile ^iftdnt, w<5re feveral na- 
tives^ and their habitations. To this place we 
&w them tow in'twowhales^ which we fuppof- 
td they had juft killed.- A few of them now and' 
then came off to the ihips, and bartered a few 
trifling things with our pt6^^ but never re- 
rtiained abbVe a quarter of an; tour at a time. 
On the contrary, they 4-at!icr teemed fliy -, and 
yet we could judge that they were no' ftrsingers 
to veffeh fomcthing like ours. They behaved 
with a degree of poUtenefs uncommon to favage 
t^ibea. -- >^ , ... ^ 
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At 4ay-break on tke 28thj, wo weigbf d with a 
light breeae ^i foutt), wfiich was fucceeded by 
variable light airs from all diredions. jBut a^ 
ther« ran a r^fjd tide in our fav<Kir> we got 
throi^ before the ebb made. We cs^ipae to an- 
chor in twenty-ejight i^thoms water, pretty near 
this r<H|i|hera fiiore. 

While w^ lay here» feyeral of the natives ^ame 
off tous> aadl^rtered a few fifh»iog iippl^oienls 
^r tob^.ce^ One of thepij a young wan, over- 
fet his canoe, while along-fi^e of one of pur 
V>^tf. Our people eaugbt |M)ld of him ; but the 
c?Boe went adrift. The youth, by this accident;, 
was obliged to came into the ihip -, and be w^nt 
^wfi into my cabin upon the firil invitatiodj^ 
Vithoi^tt expreiOSiBg the. If all relu^^nce or ui^eafi- 
liefs. His ow-n clothes being wet, I gave bim 
^k^r»> iti whicl^ be ^Xeffed himfelf witb as much 
fafe 9^ I CQuld have dqpe. Froo^ his bebaviour,^ 
and that of i^me others, we were convinced that 
tiie:j(f people wer^ ^q Grangers to £ufopeaiaSi and 
to fonpf of their cufto^is. Biit tber& wa^ fome* 
thing in our fhips tliat greatly excited their curi- 
^ty ; f^^r fw^h as ppukl not cpngie off ia cano^, 
aiOTen^bled on i^ Q<^gbboaripg hilU tp look.at 

$ooa aiUr we aiicbored* a &9tive of t)^ ifland 
Vodght on board fuch anpl^her Dole as bad been 
given tq Captain Cl^H^. He pr^e^ted i.l tp mcy 
but it MffiB writ^ftp in tb^ RvUUan Is^nguage^ 
wbiob, af already ob^cFved, Bp9^ pf us coold 
xiead. Af'^ could W oi no ufe toroe>aiBd migbt 
be of c^ffiquence lo otherfli I returned it to tl^ 
bearer, and dil'mijScd him . witb ^ few pr^enjta; 
<!wr vffei^ ^ ^f xpfeffed bis thanJMjt by making 
"Several low bows as be retired. 

Thick 
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Thick fogs and a contraiy wind detained us 
till the 2d of July ; which afforded an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring forae knowledge of tiie<:oua/- 
try, and of its inhabitantfi. 

It is called by the natives Samganoodha. Great 
plenty of good water may be eallly got, but no- 
thing elfe. 

Having -now put to fea, we fteered to the 
Borth, meeting with nothing to obftruA us in 
thia courfe; but made vety little progrefs for 
many fucceffive days, nor met with any thing re-' 
markable. 

■ In the morning of the l§th, wfc found our- 
felves nearer the land than we expected. HereJ 
between two points, the tx)aft forms a bay, in 
fome parts of yrh'rck the land was hardly vifiblcf 
from the mafthead. I lent Lfe'ikcnant William** 
fon, with orders to land, and fee what dire6tioii 
the coaft took, and what the country produced ; 
fori from the ftrips, it had but a barren appearance. 
* Soon after, Mr. Williamfon returned, and re-^ 
ported, that he had landed on the point, and 
having climbed the higheft hill, found that the 
fartheft part of the coaft in light bore nearly 
north. He took poiTeffion of the country in hjs 
majefty's name, and left on the hill a bottle, in 
which was infcribed, on a piece of paper, the 
names of thefliips, and the date of the difcbvery. 
The promontory, to which he gave the name of 
Capie Newenham, is a rocky point of tolerable 
height. The hills are naked 5 but on the lower 
grotmds grew grafs and other plants. He faw 
«o other animal but a doe and her fawn 5 and a 
dead fea-horfe, or cow upon the beach. 
' From thelO'th to the 21 ft, nothing material 
•ceorred. On the 21 ft we were obliged to an- 
chor 



^hoT, to avoid rui^nifig upon a &koal, which had 
oalj a .depth of five feet. While we ^ay here, 
twenty-feveo meQ of the coontiy> each in a ca- 
Doej came off to the (hips, which they approaph-* 
«d with great caution ^ hallooing and opening 
their arms as they advanced. This we under<> 
Hood was to ezprefs their pacific intentions. At 
length fome approached near enough to receive 
9 few trifles that were thrown to there. T(us 
«nf:ouraged the refi to venture along*fide, and a 
traffic prefehtly comnienced hetweex) them and 
our people. They refemhled the other natives 
oi the coaft i and appeared to be wholly unac- 
quainted with people li^ie uh i they knew ^t 
the ufe of toh^cco ^ nor was any foreign iirtide 
(pen ip their poifefiion^ unlefs a knife may be 
looked upon as fuch. This indeed was only a 
piece of comn^on irop^ fitted in a wooden handlcj 
io as to anfwer the ptirppfe of a knife. 

T{ie canoes wei« msule of Ikios, like all the 
others we had lately feen j only with this differ- 
fnce, that thefe were broader, and the hole, in 
which tjii^ man ^ts^ was wider than in any I had 
before qriet with. 

Vftfiable winds, ^ith rain, prevailed till the 
^ of Au^iifl. Jdr, Ander-Tonj my furgeon> who 
had been lingering under a confumption for 
more than twelve months, expired between three 
fnd four this afternoon. He was a fenfible 
young man^ an agreeable companion, well ikill* 
•d in his own profeilion, and bad acquired con- 
$derable knowledge in other branches of fcience* 
Th^ reader of this journal will have obfervedj 
how ufeful an aOifiant I had found him in the 
^urfe of the voj^age i and, had it pleafbd God to 

l^avc 
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liave fpared his life, the ptiblici I make no dbobt, 
might have ifeceived from hlifl, fuch commiinlc^* 
ttons, on varioQsi parts of the natural hiftbry cf 
the feveral places we vi filed, as would havfe abun^ 
dantlf (hewn that he was not nnworthy of this 
commendation. Soon after he had breathed his 
laft, ^and was feen to the wedward, twelV6 
leagues didant. It was fuppofcd to be an ifland, 
and, to perpetuate the memory of the deceafcdi 
for whom I had a very great regard, I named it 
•Anderfon*s Ifland. 

At ten in the morning of the 5th, with th6 
vind at fouth-wieft, we ran down, and anchored', 
between an ifland and the continent, in feven 
fathoms ^ater. This ifland, which was named 
Sledge Ifland, is about four leagues in circuit. 
t landed here, but faw neither flirob'nor tree, eithet 
upon the ifland or on the continent. That peopl^ 
had lately been on the ifland, was evident froni 
the marks of their feet. We found, near wher6 
we landed, a Hedge, which occafloned this name 
being given to the ifland. It feemod to be fuch an 
one as the Ruffians in Kamtfchatka make ufe of 
over the ice or fnow. It was ten feet long, twenty 
Inches broad> and had a kind of rail work on each. 
lide, and was fliod with bone. The conftru6kion 
of it was admirable, and all the parts neatly put 
togiether. 

After feveral obfervations from the 6th tb 
the gth, I was fatisfled that the Mrhole was a con* 
tinned coailj I tacked and flood away for its 
tiorth'Wefl part, and came to an anchor near a 
point of land, which I named Cape Prince of 
Wales. It is the weftern extremity of all Ame- 
rica hitherto known. 
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At day-breal^j in the morning of the XOth, we 
refumed our cdurfe to the wed -, and about ten 
o'clock we anchored in a large bay> two miles 
from the ihore. 

As we were (landing into thisj>ay, we perceired 
the north fhore^ a village, and fome people, whom 
the fight of the ihips feemed to have thrown in* 
to coufufion or fear. At thefe habitations I pro- 
pofcd to land, and accordingly went, with three 
armed boats accompanied with fome of the ofii- 
cers. About thirty or forty men, each armed 
with 'a fpontoon, a bow and arrows, ftppd drawn 
up on a riiing ground c\ofe by the village. As 
we drew near, three of them came down t6ward 
jkhe fhpre, and were fo polite as to take off their 
caps, jjnd to make us low bows. We returned 
the civility 5 but this did not infpire them with 
fufiicient confidence to wait for our landing 5 for 
the moment we put the boats aihore, they retir- 
ed. . I followed them alone, and by iigns and 
^e^ures, prevailed on them to Hop, and receive 
fome trifling prefents. In return, they gave me 
twofox-lkins and a couple, of fea-horfe teeth. 
. They feemed very cautious, exprefling their de- 
firc, by figns, that no more of our people Ibould 
be permitted to come up. . A few beads didribut- 
ed to thofe about us, fopn created a kind of confi- 
dence ; and, by degree;s, a fort of traffic between us 
commenced. . In exchange for k^iivcs,. beads, to- 
bacco, arijd other articles,^ they gave us fome of 
their clothing and a tew arrows. But nothing 
tl^at we; Uad tp ofier, could induce, them to part 
with a fpear or a bow. Thefe they held in con- 
llaut readinei's, never once quitting them, except 
at one time, when four or five perfons laid theirs 
down v^'hile they g^ve us a fong and a dance. 
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The arrows were pointed eit&er with . bone 
or ftoncj but very few of them had barbs j 
and fome of them had a round blunt point. 
"What ule thefe may be applied to, I cannot fay j 
unlefs it be to kill fmall animals, without da*> 
fnaging the Ikin. The bows were fuch as we 
liad fecn on the American coaft, and like thofe 
iifed by the Efquimaux. The f pears or fpon- 
toons were of iron or fteel, and of European or 
Afiatic workmanlhip j in which no little pains 
had been taken, to ornament them with carving 
and inlayings of brafs and of a white metal. 

Several other things, and in particula-r their 
clothing, Ihewed that they were pofleffed of a de- 
gree of ingenuity, far furpa fling what one could 
ex.pe6t to tind amongftfo northern a people. All 
the Americans we had feen, fince our arrival on 
that coaft, were rather low of ftature, with round 
chubby faces, and high cheek bones. The peo- 
ple we now were amongft, far from rei'embling 
them, had long vi! ages, and were ftout and well 
made. In ihort, they appeared to be a quite dif- 
ferent nation. We faw neither women nor 
children of either fex j nor any aged except one 
man, who was bald headed ; and he was the on^ 
ly one who carried no arms. All of them had 
their ears bored ; and fome had glafs beads hang- 
ing to them. Thefe were the only fixed orna- 
ments we faw about them ; for they wear none 
to the lips. 

Their clothing confided of a cap, a frock, a 
pair of breeches, a pair of boots, and a pair of 
gloves, all made of leather, or of the Ikins of 
deer, dogs, feals, &c. extremely well dreflTcd ; 
fome with the hair or fur on 5 but others with- 
out it. 

Vot. VII. T Wc 
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We found the vilfage compofed hqth of thcif 
fummer and winter habitations. The latter are 
CTizGdy like a vault, the floor of which is funk a 
little below the liirface of the earth. One of 
them, 'which I examined, was of an oval form, 
about twenty feet long, and twelve or more higk 

The fummer huts were pretty large and circa- 
iar, being brought to a point at the top. The 
framing was of llrght poles and bones, covered 
with the Ikinsoffea animals. I examined the 
in fide of one* There was a fire-pl^ce jull withia 
the doory where lay a few wooden velfels, all 
very dirty. Their bed-places were clofe to the 
lide, and took up about half the circuit. The 
bed and bedding were of^deer-lkins, and moft of 
them were dry and clean. 

At fir 11 we fuppofed Ibme ta»d, vifiblc to the 
weihvard, to be a part of the Illand of Alafchka, 
laid down in Mr. Staehlin s map, but from the 
figure of the coall^ the fituation of the oppofite 
iliore of America, a»d from the longitude, we 
foon began to think ihat k was more probably, 
the ealtern extremity g£ A4ia, explored by Beh- 
ring in 17'i8. 

Alter a Itay of between 4:wo and three hourf 
with thel'e people, we retTarned to our Ihips; and, 
loon after, we weighed anchor and flood out of 
the bay. From this flation we fleered call, ia 
order to get nea^rcr the American coafl. 

On Monday the /th, before noon, we perceive 
cd a brightncfs in the northern horizon, like 
that refii^tied from ice, commonly called th« 
blink. About an hour after, the fight of a large 
field of ice^ left us no longer in doubt about the 
caufe of -the brightueis of the horizon. At half 
pafl two wc lacked ciofe to tlie edge of the ice, 

ili 
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^ twenty-two fathoms water, not being able to 
iland on any farther j for the ice was (^uite im- 
penetrable, and extended from weft by fouth, to 
eaft by north, as far as the eye could r^ach. 
Here were abundance of fea-horfes. 

On theMSth, at noon, we wefe near five 
leagues farther to the eaftward. We were, at 
this time, clofe to tlie edge of the iee, which 
was as conipad as a wall ; and feenaed to be tea 
or twelve feet high at Icaft. But farther jaorth 
k appeared much higher^ * 

We now flood to the fouthward; and after 
running fix leagues, fhoaled the water to feven 
fathoms j but it foon deepened to nine fathoms* 
At this time we faw land extending from fouth 
♦o fouth-eaft by eaft, about three or four miles 
diftant. The eaAern extreme forms a pointy 
which was much encumbered with ice 5 for 
which reafon k obtained the name of Icy Cape. 
The other extreme of the latid was loft in the ho- 
rizon J fo that there can be no doubt of its being 
a continuation of the American continent* 

Our fituation was now more and more criti- 
cal. We were in ftioal water, upon a lee Ihorc ; 
and the main body of the ice to windward driv- 
ing down upon us. I therefore made the fignal 
for the Difcovery to tack, and tacked myfejf H 
the fame time. 

Next day we had a good deal of drift ice about 
vs ; and the main ice was about two leagues to 
the north. It was too elofe, and in too largo 
pieces to attempt forcing the fliips through it. 
On the ice lay a prodigious number of fea- 
horfcs ; and, as we were in want of frefh provi- 
£ons,the boats from each fhip were fent to get 
fojcae. 

T 2 Tbfiii 
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Their fat, at firft, is as fwcct as marrow j but 
in a few dslys it grows rancid, unlefe it be faired, 
in which ftate it will keep much longer. The 
lean f3cfli is coarfe, black, and has rather a iirong 
talie ; and the heart is nearly as well-tafied as 
that of a bullock. The fat, when melted, yields 
a good deal of oil, which bums, very well in 
lamps ; and their hides, which are very thick, 
were very ufeful about our rigging. The teeth, 
or tulks, of moft of them were, at this time,veiy 
fmall J even fome of the largeft and oWeft of 
thefe animsils had them not exceeding fix inches 
in length. From this we concluded that they 
had lately (lied their old teeth. 

They lie in herds, of many hundreds, upon the 
ice ; huddling one over the other like fwine, and 
roar or bray very loud j fo that in the night, or 
in foggy weather, they gave us notice of the vi- 
cinity of the ice before" we could fee it We ne- 
ver found the whole herd afleepj fome being al- 
ways upon the watch. Thefe, on the approach 
of the' boat, would wake thofe next to them; 
and the alarm being thus gradually communicat- 
ed, the whole herd would be awake prefently. 
They did not appear to us to be that dangerous 
animal fome authors have defcribed j not even 
when attacked. They are rather more fo to ap- 
pearance than in reality. Vail numbers of them 
would follow and come clofe up to the l>oats. 
But the flaih' of a muiket in the pan, or^ven 
pointing one at them, would fend them down 
in an inftant. The female, however, will de- 
fend the young one to the very laft, ,and at the 
cxpence of her own life, whether in the water or 
upon the ice. Nor will the young one quit the 
dam, though fhe be dead. 

Why 
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"Why tliey (hoiild be called fea-horfes, is h^r4 
to fay ; unlels the word be a corruption of the 
Rutlian name Morfe ; for they have not the lead 
refeinblance of a horfe. This is, without doubt, 
the fame animal that is found in tlie Gulph of 
St. Lawrence, and there called fea-cow, k is 
certainly more like a cow than a horfe ; but thig 
likenefb confifts in nothing but the fnout. I» 
ihort, it IS an anijnal like a feal, but incompara- 
bly larger ', weighing fometimes more than one 
thoufand pounds, and meafuriag tea feet froiJ^ 
the fnocit to the tail. 

By the time that we had got our iea-horfes oa 
board, we were in a manner furrounded with the 
ice 5 and had no way left to clear it. but by Hand- 
ing to the fouthward, which was done till three 
o'clock next morning. At two in the afternoon, 
we fell in with the main ice ; along the edge of 
which we kept, being partly di reded by the 
roaring of the fea-horfes, for we had a very thick 
fog. Thus we continued failing till near mid- 
night, when we got in amongft the loofe ice, and 
heard the furge of the fea upon the main ice. 

Next morning the fog clearing away, we faw 
the continent of America, extending from fouth 
by eaft, to eaft by fouth 5 and at noon from fouth- 
weft half fouth to call 5 tlie nearell part five 
leagues diftant. 

I continued to fleer in for it until eight o'clock, 
in order to get a nearer view of it, and to look for 
a harbour, but feeing nothing like one, 1 flood 
again to the north. 

The ice obliged us to change our courfe fre- 
quently, till the 27 th, when we tacked and Hood 
to thewefl, and at fcven in the evening we were 
clofe in with the edge of the ice, which lay eaft 
T 3 froH 
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from north-caft, and weft fouth-weft, as far each 
way as the eye could reach. Having but little wind, 
I went with the boats to examine the ftate of the 
ice. I found it conlifting of Joofe pieces of vari- 
ous extent, and fo clofe together, that I could 
hardly enter the outer edge with a boat ; and it 
was as impoliible for the Ihips to enter it, as if it 
had \icen fo many rocks. 

A thick fog, which came on while I was thus 
employed with the boats, haftened rae aboard 
rather fooncr than I could have wilhed, with one 
fea-horfe to each fhip. We had killed more, but 
could not wait to bring them with us. The 
number of thefe animals, on all the ice that we had 
feen, is almoft incredible. By this tio»e our peo- 
ple began to relifli them. We now ilretched to 
the fouth-eaft. 

On the 29th, the weather, which had been 
hazy, cleared up. This enabled us to have a 
pretty good view of the Afiatic coail : which, in 
every refped, is like the oppofite one of Ameri- 
ca ', that is, low land next the fea, with elevated 
land farther back. It was perfe6tly deftitute of 
wood, and even fnow ; but was probably covered 
with a mofly fubltaace, that gave it a brownifli 
eaft. In the low ground, lying between the high 
hind and the fea, was a lake, extending to the 
fouth-eaft, farther than we could fee. 

The feafon was now fo far advanced, and the 
time when, the fro^ was expcdcd to fet in, fo 
near at hand, that I did not think it conliftent 
witli prudence to make any farther attempts to 
iind a paffage into the Atlantic this year, in any 
dire^ion ; fo little was the profped of fucceed- 
ing. My attention . was now dirc6t:ed toward 
findipg out fomephice where wc might fupply 

ourfelves 
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ourfelves with wood and water 5 and the objcdt 
uppermoil in my thoughts was, how I ihould 
fpend the winter, fo as to make fome improve- 
ments in ^geography and navigation, and at the 
fame time be in a condition to return to the 
north, in farther fearch of a palFage the eafuing 
fummer. 

After ilanding oflf till we got into eighteen fa- 
thoms water, I bore up to the eallward along the 
coaft of Afia. At day-break on* the 3.0th, we 
made fail, and ftecred fuch a courfe as I thought 
would bring us in with the land. For the wea- 
ther was as thick as ever, and' it fnowed inceffant- 
ly. * At ten we got light of the coafl, bearing 
fouth-weft, four miles diflant. . 

The inlapd country hereabout is full of hills 5 
fome of which are of a coniiderable height. The 
land was covered with (now. 
. September 2d, we had now fair weather and 
funfliinc j and, as we ranged along the coaft, at 
the diftance of four miles, we faw feveral of the 
inhabitants, and fomeof their habitations, which 
looked like little hillocks of earth. None of them 
however attempted to com^ off to us; which 
ieemed a little extraordinary. Thefe people muft 
be the Tfchutiki ; a nation, that at the time Mn 
MuUer wrote, the Ruflians had not been able to 
conquer. 

The more I was convinced of my being now 
upon the coaft of Afia, the more I was at a lofs 
to reconcile Mr. Staehlin's map of the New 
Northern Archipelago with my obfervations j 
and 1 had no way to account for the great differ- 
ence, but by fuppofing that I had miftaken fome 
part of what he calls the Illand of Alafchka for 
the A^iiericau coAtinejit^ and had iniffed th^ 

, chann 
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channel that feparates them. Admifting even 
this, there would flill have been a confiderable 
difference. It was with me a matter of fome con- 
fequencc to clear up this point the prefent feafon^ 
that I might have but one objeA in view the next. 
And as the northern ifles are reprefented by hira 
as abounding with wood, I was in hopes, if I 
Ihould find them, of getting a fupply of that ar- 
ticle, which we now began to be in great want of 
on board. 

With thefe vie>^«?, I ftecred over for the Ame- 
rican coaft, and on the 6th we got fight of it. 

Pnrfuing our courfe, on the pth we found onr- 
felves upon a coaft covered with wood 5 an 
agreeable light, to which of late we had not been 
accuftomed. Next morning, being about a 
league from the weft ftiore, I took two boats and 
landed, attended by Mr. JCing, to feek wood and 
water. Here we obferved tracks of deer and 
foxes on the beech, on which alfo lay a great 
quantity of drift-wood ; and there was no want 
of frelh water. I returned on board, with an in- 
tention to bring the ihips to an anchor here 5 but 
the wind then veering to north-eaft, I ftretched 
over to the oppofite ftiore, in hope& of finding 
wood there alfo, and anchored at eight o'clock in 
the evening ; but next morning we found it to 
be a peninfula, united to the continent by a low 
neck pf land, on each fide of which the coaft 
forms a bay, which obtained the name of Cape 
Denbigh. 

Several people were feen upon the peninfula 5 
and one man came off in a fmall canoe. I gave 
him a knife and a few beads, with which he 
feemed well pleafed. Having made figfis to him 
to bring us fomething to cat, he immediately 

lefC 
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lefl U9> and paddled toward the fbore. But 
meeting aoother man coming off, who happened 
to have two dried falmon, he got them from himj 
s^nd, on returning to the fhip, would give them 
to nobody but me. Some^of our people thought 
that he had aiked for me under the name of 
Capitanc 5 but, in this, they were probably mif" 
taken. 

Lieutenant Gore, being now fent to the penin- 
fula, reported that there was but little frelh wa- 
ter 5 and that wood was difficult to be got at, by 
reafon of the boats grounding at fome diflance 
from the beach. This being the cafe, I flood 
back to the other fljore j and, at eight o'clock the 
next morning, fent all the boats and a party of 
men, with an officer, to get wood from the place 
where I had landed two days before. 

Next day a family of <he natives came near to 
our wooding party. I know not how many there 
were at firft, but I faw only the hulband, the 
yrife, and their child j and a fourth perfon, who 
bore the human fhape,<and that was all 5 for he 
was the moft deformed cripple I had ever feen or 
heard of. The other man was almoft blind ; and 
0either lie nor his wife were fuch good-lookirg 
people as we had fometimes feen amongft the na- 
tives of this coaft. The under lips of both were 
bored ; and they had in their polfeffion fome fuch 
glafs beads as I had mc.t with before amongft 
their neighbours. But iron was their beloved ar- 
ticle. For four knives, which we had made out 
of an old iron hoop, I got from them near four 
hundred pounds weight of fifh, which they had 
caught on this or the preceding day. I gave the 
child, who was a girl, a few beads ; on which 
the mother burft into tears, then the father, thcr 
*♦ ■ tl: 
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the cripple, and at laft, to complete the concert, 
the girl herfelf. But this mufic continued not 
long. Before night, we had got the (hips amply 
fupplied with wood, an^ had carried on board 
above twelve tuns of water to each. 

Some doubts being fliil entertained, whether 
the coaft we were now upon belonged to an ifland, 
or the American continent, and the ihaliownefs 
of the A^^ter putting it- out of our power to de- 
termine this with our Ihips, I fent Lieutenant 
King, with two boats under his command, to 
make fuch fearches as might leave no room for a 
variety of opinions on the fubje^. 

This officer returned from his expedition on 
the l6th, and reported that he proceeded with the 
boats about three or four leagues farther than the 
fhips had been able to go 5 that he then landed 
on the well lide -, that from the heights he could 
fee the two coafts join, and the inlet termi- 
nate in a fmall river or creek, before which were 
banks of fand or m«d 5 and every where flioal 
water. 

From the elevated fpot on which Mr. King 
furveyed the found, he could diftinguifh many 
extenfive valleys, with rivers running through 
them, well wooded, and bounded by hills of a 
gfentle afcent and moderate height^. 

In honour of Sir Fletcher Norton, fpeaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, and Mr. King's near 
relation, I named this inlet Norton *8 Sound. 

It Was now high time to think of leaving thef« 
northern regions, and to retire to fome place dur- 
ing the winter, where I might procure refrclh- 
ments for my people, and a fmalj fupply of pro- 
vifions. No place was fo conveniently within 
fiux reach^ where we could expert to have our 
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wants relieved,, as the Sandwich Iflands. To 
them, therefore, I determined to proceed* 
. On the 2d of 06tobcr, at day-break, we faw 
the liland of Oonalafhka, bearing fouth-ead. 
But as this was to us a new point of vlew> and the 
land was obfcured by a thick haze, we were not 
fure of our fituation till noon, when the obferved 
latitude determined it. But as all harbours were 
alike to me, provided they were equally fafe and 
convenient, I hauled into a bay that lies ten miles 
to the weftward of Samganoodha, known by the 
name of Egoochihac; but we found very deep 
water, fo that we were jglad to get out again. 
The natives, many of whom lived here, vifited us 
at different times^ bringing with them dried faU 
nion, and other fifli, which they exchanged with 
the fcamen for tobacco. But a few days before, 
every ounce of tobacco that was in the fliip had 
been diilributed among them -, and the quantity 
vas not half fufficient to anfwer their demands. 
Notwithftanding this, fo improvident a creature 
is an Engliih failor, that they were as profufe in 
making their bargains^ as if Ave had arrived at a 
port in Virginia. 

In the afternoon of the 3d, we anchored la 
Samganoodha Harbour > and the next morning, 
the carpenters of both ihips were fet to work t» 
overhaul and repair the Ihips. 

There were great quantities of berries found 
aihore. In order to avail ourfelves as much as 
poliible of this ufefuf refrefliment, one-third of 
the people, by turns, had leave to go and pick 
them. Confiderable quantities of them were alfo 
procured from the natives. If there were any 
feeds of the fcurvy in either ihip, tliefe berries, 
aQd the ufe of fpruce beer, which they had 
I to 
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to drink every other day, efFedually eradicated 
them. 

We alfo got plenty of fi(h 5 at firil moftly fal- 
mon, both fre(h and dried, which the natives 
brought us. Some of the frefli falraon'was in 
high perfcAion 5 we caught a good many falmon 
trout, and once a halibut that weighed two hun- 
dred and fifty-four pounds. The fiihery failingi 
we had recourfe to hooks and lines. A boat was 
fent out every morning, and feldom returned 
wi thout eight or ten halibut -, which were more 
tlian fufficient to ferve all our people. 

On the 8th, I received by the hands of an 
Oonalalhka man, named Derramoufhka, a very 
lingular ptefent, confidering the place. It was a 
rye loaf, or rather a pye made in the form of a 
loaf, for it inclofed (bme falnaon, highly feafoned 
with pepper. This man had the like prefcnt for 
Captain Clerke, and a note for each of us, writ- 
ten in a chara6ter which none of us could read. 
It was natural to fuppofe that this prefent was 
from fome Ruffians now in our neighbourhood, 
and therefore we fent by the fame hand, to thefe 
our unknown friends, a few bottles of rum, wine, 
and porter. I alfo fent along with Derramoulh- 
ka. Corporal Lediard, of the marines, an intelli- 
gent man, in order to gain fome farther inform- 
ation, with orders that, if he met with any Ruf- 
fians, he ihould endeavour to make them under- 
ftand that we were Englilh, the friends and allies 
of their nation. 

On the 10th, Lediard retunied with three 
Rulflan feamen, or furriers j who with fome others 
reiided at Egoochfliac, where they had a dwell-' 
ing-boufe,fome Itore-houfes, and a floop of about 
thirty tons bnrthea. They were nil three well- 
behaved 
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behaved intfelligent men, and veiy ready to give 
me all the information I could defire. But fof 
want of an interpreter, we had fome difficulty to 
tinderftand each other. 

On the 14th, in the cvoning, t^'hile Mr.Webbcf 
and I were at a village, at a Imall diftance from 
Samganoodha,a Ruli^nn landed there, who I found 
was the principal peribn amongft his countrymen 
in this and the neighbouring illands. His name 
was Erafim Gregorioff Sin IfmylofF. He arrived 
in a canoe carrying three perfons', attended by 
twenty or thirty other canoes, each conduced by- 
one man. I took notice that the firft thing they 
did, after landing, was to make a fmall: tent for 
Ifmyloff, of materials which they brought with 
them j and then they made otheVs for themfelves, 
of their canoes and paddles, which they covered 
wifh grafs} fo that the peopleof the village were 
at no trouble to find them lodging. IfmylofF, 
having invited us into his tent, fet before us fome 
dried falmon and berries ; which, I was fatif*- 
fied, was the befl cheer he had. He appeared to 
be a fenfible intelligent man ^ and I felt no fmall 
mortification in not being able to converfe with 
him, unlefs by figns, ailifted by figures, and othet 
cbara6ters; which however were a very great help. 
I delired to fee him on board thenext day^ and 
accoidingly he came with all his attendants. 

I found that he was VGTy well acquainted with 
th6 geography of tbefe parts, and with all the 
difcoveries that had been mat^e in them by the 
Rufiians. On feeing the modern maps^ he at 
once pointed out their errors. 

From what we could gather from Ifmyloff and 
his countr}men, the Ilvifliiins have made feveral 
attempts to get a footing upon that part of thf 

V0L. VII. U contineu' 
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continent th^t lies contiguous to Oonalafhka and 
the adjoining iflands, but have always been rc- 
pulfed by the natives, whom they defcribe as a 
very treacherous people. They mentioned two 
or three captains or chief men, who had been 
murdered by them; and fbme of the Rofliaod 
ihewed us wounds which they faid they had re- 
ceived there. 

He would fain have made me a prefent of a 
fea-otter Ikin, which, he faid, was worth eighty 
doubles at Kamtfchatka. However, I thought 
proper to decline it ^ but I accepted of fome dried 
iifli, and feveral baikets of the lily, or farannc 
root, which is dcfcribedat large in the Hiftory of 
Kamtfchatka. Next day Mr. Ifmyloff left us 
with all his retinue, prom i ling to return in a few 
days. Accordingly, on the 19th, he made us an- 
other vifit, and remained with us till the 2lft, in 
the evening, when he took his final leave. To 
his care I intrufted a letter to the Lords Commif- 
iioners of the Admiralty; in which was inclofed 
a chart of all the northern coafts I had vifited. 
Mr. IfmylotF feemed to have abilities that might 
entitle him to a higher flation^in life than that 
in which we found him. 

In the morning of the 22d, we made an attempt 
to get to fea, with the wind at fouth-eaft, which 
mifcarried. The following afternoon, we were 
vifited by one Jacob Ivanovitch SopofnicofF, a 
Ruifian, who commanded a fmall veflel at 0(j- 
manak. This man had a great Ihare of modefiy 
and intelligence. 

After we became acquainted with thefe Ruf- 
fians, fome of our gentlemen, at different times, 
vifited their fettlement on the illand, where they 
always pet with a hearty welcome, . This fettle- 

Bient 
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tncnt confifled of a dwell ing-houfc and two ftore- 
houfes. And, belides the Ruflians, there was a 
number of the Kamtfchadales, and of the natives, 
as fervants or flaves to the former. Some others 
of the natives, who feemed independent of the 
Ruflians, lived at the fame place. They all dwell 
in the fame houfe5 the Ruffians at the upper end, 
the Kamtfchadales in the middle, and the natives 
at the lower end, where is fixed a large boiler 
for preparing their food, wkich confifts chiefly of 
what the fca produces, wdth the addition of wild 
roots and berries. 

As the ifland fupplies them with food, fo it 
does, in a great meafure, with clothing. This 
confifts chiefly of Ikins, and is perhaps the beft 
they could have. The upper garment is made 
like our waggoner's frock, and reaches as low as 
the knee- Bcfides this, they wear a waiftcoat or 
two, a pair of breeches, a fur cap, and a pair of 
boots, the foles and upper leathers of which are 
of Ruflian leather 5 but the legs are made of fome 
kind of llrong gut. 

There arc Ruffians fettled upon all the princi- 
pal iflands between Oonalaflika and Kamtfchatka* 
for the fole purpofe of coileding furs. Their 
great objeft is the fea beaver or otter. I never 
heard them enquire after any other gnimal; 
though thofe, whofe Ikins are of inferior value, 
are alfo made part of their cargo. 
V It is now time to give fome account of the 
fiative inhabitants. To all appearance, they are 
the moft peaceable inoflf^nfive people I ever met 
with. And as to honefty, they might ferve as a 
pattern to the mofl: civilized nation upon earth. 
But, from what I faw of their neighbours, with 
wjiom the Ruffians have no conne&ion, 1 doub*^ 
U2 wheth 
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whether this was their original difpoiition ; and 
rather think that it has been the confequence of 
tlicir prelent ftate of fubjection. 

Thefe people are rather low of ftature, bat 
plump and well ihaped; with rather ihort necks; 
fwarthy chubby faces 5 black eyes 5 final 1 beards; 
and long, ftraight, black hair 5 which the mca 
wear loofe behind, and cut before, bCit the women 
tie up in a bunch. 

Both fcxes wear the fame, in failiion; the only 
difference is in the materials. The women « 
frock is made of -feal-Ikin ; and that of the men 
of the fkins of birds 3 both reaching below the 
knee. This is the whole drefs of the women. 
But over the frock the men wear another made 
. of gut, which refifts water ; and has a hood to it, 
which draws over the head. Some of them wear 
boots; and all of them have a kind of oval fnout* 
ed cap, ma^e of wood^ with a rim to adniit tb« 
head. ^ 

TEcy make ufe of no paint ; but the women 
pundure their faces flightly 5 and both men and 
women bore the under lip, to which they fix 
pieces of bone. 

* Their food confifts of fiih, fea animals, birds^ 
roots, and berries; and even of fea weed. They 
eat aimed every thing raw. Boiling and broil- 
ing were the only methods of cookery that I faw 
them make ufe of; and the firfl was probably 
learnt from the Ruflians. 

I was once prcfent when the Chief of Ooiia- 
lafhka made his dinner on the raw head of a large 
halibut, juft caught, which he fwallowed with as 
much fatisfadion as we Ihould do raw oyftcrs. 
Wlien he had done, the remains of the head were 
cut in pieces, and given to the attendants^ who 

tore 
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tore off the meat with their teeth, and gnawed tlie 
. bones like fo many dogs. 

Their method of building is as follows: they 
dig in the ground/ an oblong fquare pit, the 
lerigth of which feldom exceeds fifty feet, and 
the breadth twenty j but in general the dimen- 
iions are fmaller. Over this excavation they 
form the roof, of wood which the fea throws 
afliore. This roof is covered fivft with grafs, and 
then with earth ; fo that the oatward appearance 
is like a dunghill. In the middle of the roof, 
toward each end, is left a fquare opening, by 
-which the light is admitted: one of thefe open- 
ings being for this purpofe only, and the other 
being alfo ufed to go in and out by, with the 
belp of a ladder. Round the fides and ends of 
the huts, the families (for feveral are lodged to- 
gether) have their feparate apartments, where 
they lleep and fit at work; no\ upon benches, 
but in a kind of concave trench, which is dug all 
round the infide of the houfe, and covered with 
mats; fo tliat this part is kept tolerably decent. 
But the middle of the houfe, which is common 
to all the families, isfarotherwife; for, although 
it be covered with dry grafs, it is a receptacle for 
dirt of every kind. ^ 

Their houfehold furniture confifts of bowls, 
fpoons, buckets, piggins or cans, niatted bafkets, 
and perhaps a Ruffian kettle or pot. All thefe 
utenlils are very neatly made, and well formed; 
and yet we faw no other tools among them but 
the knife and the hatchet. There are few, if any 
of them, that do not fmoke, chew tobacco, and 
take fnufF; a luxury that bids fair to keep them 
jUvvays poor, 

U3 If 
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. I faw not a fire-place in any one of thett^ 
hoafcs. They are lighted, as well as heated hj 
lamps; which are Umple, and yet anfwcr the 
purpofc very well. They are made of a flat 
ilone^ hollowed on one fide like a plate, and about 
the fame fize, or rather larger. In the hollow 
part they put the oil, mixed with a little dry grais^ 
which fcrves the purpofe of a wick. 

They produce iire both by collifion and by at- 
trition; the foinier by ftriking two ftones one 
again A another, on one of which a good deal of 
brimftone is firft rubbed. The latter method is 
with two pieces of wood ; one of which is a ftick 
of about eighteen inches in length, and the other 
a flat piece. The pointed end of the ftick they 
piefTed upon the other, whirling it nimbly round 
as a drill J thus producing fire in a few minutes. 

Their canoes are built nearly after the manner 
of thofe uYcd by the Greenlanders and Efqui- 
maux ; the framing being of llender laths, and 
the covering of feal-ikins. They are about twelve 
feet long; a foot and a half broad in the middlcj 
and twelve or fourteen inches deep. Upon occa- 
iion, they can carry two perfons; one of whom is 
flretched at full length in the canoe; and the 
other fits in the feat, or round hole, which is 
nearly in the middle. 

Their fiihing and hunting implements are all 
made in great perfedion, of wood and' bone; and 
differ very little from thofe ufed by the Green- 
landers, as they are defcribed by Crantz. Thefe 
people are very expert in ftriking fifh, both in the 
iea and in rivers. They alfo make ufe of hooks 
and lines, nets and wears. The hooks are com- 
pofcd of bone, and the lines of fiixcws. • 

The 
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iTbe fifhes which are common to other northern 
feas, are found here 3 fuch as whales, grampuires, 
porpoifcs, fword iifli, halibut, cod, falmon, trout, 
loals, flat-fi(h 5 feveral other forts of fmall fifli; 
and there may be many more .that we had no 
opportunity of feeing. Sea-horfes are, indeed^ in 
prodigious numbers about the ice j and the fca- 
otter is, I believe, no where found but in this fca. 
We foraetimes faw an animal, with a head like a 
leal's, that blew after the manner of whales. It 
was larger than a feal, and its colour was white> 
with forae dark fpots. Probably this was the fea- 
cow, or man^ti. 

I think I may venture to afTert, that fea and 
water fowls are neither in fuch numbers, nor in 
fuch variety, as with us in the northern parts of 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

The few land birds that we met with are the 
feme with thofe in Europe; but there may be 
many others which we had no opportunity of 
knowing. A. very beautiful bird was ihot in the 
woods at Norton Sound 3 which, I am told, is 
fometimes found in England, and known by th# 
Dame ai c*hatterer. 

As our excurlions and obfervations were con- 
fined wholly to the fea-coaft, it is not to be ex- 
pe6tcd that we could know much of the animals 
or vegetables of the country. There are no deer 
upon Oonalallika, or upon any other of the iflands. 
Kor have they any doracftic animals 3 not even 
dogs. Foxes and weafels were the only quadru- 
peds we faw. 

There is a great variety of plants at Oonalafh- 
ia 3 and moft of them were in flower the latter 
end of June. The principal one is the faranne, 
•r lily root, which is about Xht fize of a root f '' 

garlic] 
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garlick; the tafte is not difag;X'eeable, tnd, we 
found means to niake ibrae good diihes with it. 

We muft reckon, amo'ngft the food of th^ na- 
tives, fome other wild roots ; the ftalk of a plant 
refembling angelica ; and berries of fereral dif- 
ferent forts ; fuch as bramble-berries j cran-ber- 
Ties ; hurtle-berries ; heath -berries 5 a fmall red 
berry, which, in Newfoundland, is called par- 
tridge-berry 5 and another brown berry unknowa 
to us. This has fomewhat of the tafte of a floe, 
but is unlike it in every other reiped. It is very 
aftringent, if eaten in any quantity. Brandy 
might be diftilled from it. 

On the low ground, and in the valleys, is plen- 
ty of grafs, which grows very thick, and to a 
great length. I am of opinion that cattle might 
fubiift at Oonalafhka all the year round, without 
being houfed. 

What their notions are of the Deity, and of a 
future ftate, I know not. I am equally unac- 
quainted with their diverfions 5 nothing having 
been feen that could give us an infight into either. 

They are remarkably cheerful and friendly. 
They do not feem to be long-lived. I no where 
faw a perfon, man or woman, whom I could fup- 
pofe to be iixty years of age 5 and but very few 
who appeared to be above fifty. 

I have frequently remarked how nearly the na- 
tives, on this north-weft fide of America, rfifem- 
ble the Greenlanders and Efquimaux, in various 
particulars of perfon, drefs, weapons, canoes, and 
the like. However, I was much lefs ftruck with 
this, than with the affinity which we found fiibfift- 
ing between the dialeds of the Greenlanders and 
Efquimaux, and thofe of Norton's Sound and Oo- 
^)^ihka. J'rom wfeigh there is great reafon to 

believe 
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Bdicve that all thefe nations are of the fame ex- 
tiradion; and if fo, there can be little doubt of 
there being a northern communication of fomc 
Ibrt, by fea, between this weft fide of America 
and the eaft fide, through Barn's Bay; which 
commun ica t i on » however J may be efieduaily flmt 
tip againft (hips, by ice, and other impedimenta. 
Such at leaft was my opinion at this time. 

In the morning of Monday, the 26th of 0<5i0-. 
berj we put to fea from Samganoodha Harbour. 
My intention was now to proceed to the Sand- 
wich Iflands, there to fpend a few of the winter 
months, in cafe we ihould meet, with tjhe necefiTa- 
ry refrelhments,. and then to dired our coi^rfe to 
Kamtfchatka, fo as to endeavour to be there by 
the middle of May the enfuing furoroer. In con- 
fcquence of this refolution, I gave Captain Gierke 
orders how to proceed, in cafe of feparation ^ ap- 
pointing the Sandwich Iflands for the firft placo 
of rendezvous, and the harbour of Petropaulowf- 
ka, in Kamtfchatka^ for the fecond. 

Nothing remarkable happened ^ during our 
courfe. At day-break, on the 26th of November, 
land was feen extending from fouth fouth-eaft to 
ireft. We were now fatisfied that the group of 
the Sandwich Iflands had been oaiy iniperfe^tly 
4ifcovered ; as thofe which we had vifited in our 
progrcfs northward, all lie to the leeward of our 
preient ftation. 

I bore up, ^nd ranged along the coaft to the 
weft ward.. It was not long before we faw peo- 
ple on feveral parts of the ihore, and fome 
boufes and plantations. The country feemed to 
be both well wooded and watered. 

At noon, feeing fome canoes coming off to us, 
"i brought to. We got from o\xx vifiters a quaiv 
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tity of cnttlc-fifti, for nails and pieces of iron. 
They brought very little fruit and roots ; but 
told us that they had plenty of them on their 
illand, as alfo hogs and fowls. Having no doubt 
that the people would return to the (hips next 
day, with the produce of their country, I kept 
plying off all night, and in the morning ftood 
dole in (hore. At firll, only a few of the natives 
vilited us 5 but toward noon we had the compa- 
ny of a good many, who brought ^ith them 
bread-fruit, potatoes, taro, or eddy roots, a few- 
plantains, and fmall pigs; all of which they ex^ 
changed for nails and iron tools. 

In the afternoon of the 30th, being oflF the 
north-eaft epd of the ifland, feveral canoes came 
off to the fhips. Moift of thefe belonged to a 
chief, named Terreeoboo, who came in one of 
them. He made me a prefent of two or three 
fmall pigs ; and we got by barter, from the other 
people, A little fruit. After s flay of about two 
hours, they all left us, except fix or eight of their 
company, who chofe to remain on board. A 
double failing canoe came foon after to attend up« 
on them 5 which we towed aftern all night. In 
the evening, we difcovered another iiland ta 
windward, which the natives call Owhyhee. 

On the ift of December, at eight in the morn- 
ings finding that we could fetch Owhyhee, I ftood 
for it 3 and our vifiters from another ifland, call- 
ed Mowee, not chufing to accompany us, embark* 
ed in their canoe, and went afhore. 

Next morning we were furprifed to fee the 
fummits of the mountains on Owhyhee covered 
with fnow. As we drew near the fhore, fome of 
the natives came off to us. They were a little 
ibj at firft; but we foon enticed fome of them 
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en board ; and at laft prevailed \ipon them to re- 
turn to the iiland, and bring off what we wanted. 

Having procured a quantity of fugar cane, and 
finding a flrong deco6tion of it produced a very 
palatable beer, I ordered fome more to be brew- 
ed for our general ufe. But when the caik was 
now broached, not one of my crew would even fa 
much as tafle it. I myfelf and the officers con- 
tinued to make ufe of it^ whenever we could get 
materials for brewing it. A fe.w hops, of which 
we had fome on board, improved it much. It 
has the tafte of new malt beer '-, and 1 believe no 
one will doubt of its being very wholefome. Yet 
my inconfiderate crew alleged that it was injuri- 
ous to .their health. 

Every innovation whatever on board a ihip, 
though ever fo much to the advantage of feamen^ 
is fure to meet with their high eft difapprobation. 
Both portable foup and four" krout were at firft 
condemned as ftufF unfit for human beings. Few 
frommanders have introduced into their fliipa 
more novelties, as ufeful varieties of food and 
drink, than I have done. It has, however, been 
in a great meafure, owing to various little devia- 
tions from eftablifiied pradice, that I have been 
able to prefeiTc my people, generally fpeaking, 
from that dreadful diftemper, the fcurvy, which 
has perhaps deftroyed more of our failors in their 
peaceful voyages, than have fallen by the enemy 
in military expeditions. 

I kept at fome di fiance from the coaft till the 
13th, when I flood in again j and, after having 
had fome trade with the natives, who vifited us, 
returned to fea. 

At day-break, a dreadful furf breaking upon 
the iliore, which was not more than half a leascv 
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diftant, it was evident that we had hccn in the 
raoft imminent danger. Nor were we yet in 
fafety, the wind veering more eafterly, fo that 
for Ibrae time, we did but juft keep our diftabc* 
from the coaft. 

In the afternoon of. the 20th, fome of the na^ 
lives came off in their canoes, bringing with them 
a few pigs and plantains. We continued trading 
with the people till four in the afternoon ; when, 
having got a pretty good fupply, we -made fail, 
and ftretched oft* to the northward. 

I had never met with a behaviour fo free from 
referve and fufpicion, in my intercourfe with any 
tribes of favages, as we experienced in the people 
of this ifland. It was very common for them to 
fend up into the <hip the feveval articles they 
brought off for barter 3 afterward, they would 
come in themfelves, and make their b.irgains on 
the quarter-deck. The people of Otaheite, even- 
after our repeated vifits, do not care to put fo 
much confidence in us. 

On the 23d, we tacked to the fouthward, and 
had hopes of weathering the illrmd. We Ihould 
have fucceeded, if tHc wind had not died away, 
and left us to the mercy of a great fwell, which 
carried iis fa ft toward the land, which was not 
two leagues diftant. At length fome light puffs of 
wind, which came with fliowers of i*airi, put us 
out of danger. Wliile we lay, as it were becalm- 
ed, feveral of the iilandcrs came off with hogs, 
fowls, fruit, and roots. 

At four in the afternoon, after purchafing eve- 
ry thing that the natives had brought otf, which 
was full as much as we had occalion for, we made 
fail and ftretched to the north. At midnight we 
^-ackcd and ftobd to the fouth-caft. Upon a fup- 
a pofitiot 
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pofition that the Difcover)' would fee us tack, the 
li glial was omitted ; but Ihe did not fee us, as we 
afterward found, and continued (landing to the 
north) for, at day-light next morning, Ihe wa^ 
not in fight. At fix in the evening, the fouth- 
ernmoft extreme of the ifland bore fouth-werf, 
the nearett iliore feven or eight miles diftant -, fo 
that we had now fucceeded in getting to the 
windward of the ifland, which we had aimed at 
with fo much perfeverance. 

The Difcovery, however, was not yet to bfe 
feen. But the wind, as we had it, being very fa- 
Tourable for her to follow us, I concluded that it 
would not be long before Ihe joined us. 

We began to be in want of frclli proviiion otx 
the 30th. At tea o'clock next morning, wfc 
were met by the ifland^rs with fruit and roots 5 
but in all the canoes were only thrtfe frfiall pigs. 

Before day-break the atrnofphere was again 
loaded with heavy clouds 3 and the new year wall 
xifhered in with very hard rain, which continued 
at intervals till pad ten o'clock. We lay to, trad- 
ing with the inhabitants till three o'clock in thb 
afternoon j when, having a tolerable fupply, we 
made fail, with a view of proceeding to look 
for the Difcovery. 

The three following days were fpent in run- 
ning down the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland. 

On the 5th in the morning, we pafled the fouth 
point ot the ifland. On this there ftands a pret- 
ty large village, the inhabitants of which throng- 
ed ofl:' to the fliip with hogs and women. It wa* 
not polfible to keep the latter from coming on 
board. This part of the country, from its ap- 
pearance, did not feem capable of affording any 
regftables. Marks of its having been laid w^f 

Vol. VJI. X, 1 
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by the explotion of a volcano, every where pre- 
fented themfelves^ : the devaflation that it had 
made in this neighbourhood, was vitible to the 
naked eye. 

Between ten and eleven next morning, we faw 
with pleafure the Difcovery coming round the 
fouth point of the ifland -, and, at one in the af- 
ternoon, fhe joined us. Captain Gierke then 
coming on board, informed me that he had cruif- 
cd four or ^vg days where we were fepa rated, 
and then plied round the eafl fide of the ifland ; 
but that, meeting with unfavourable winds, he 
had been carried to fome diftance from the coafl. 
He had one of the iflanders on board all this 
time, who had remained there from choice, and 
had refufed to quit the ihip, though opportuni- 
ties had offered. 

For feveral days we kept, as ufual, flanding oflF 
and on, with occafional vilits from the natives. At 
day-break, on the l6th, feeing the appearance of a 
bay, I fent Mr. Bligh, with a boat from each ihip, 
to examine it, being at this time three leagues 
off. Canoes now began to arrive from all parts -, 
fo that before ten o'clock, there were not fewer 
than a thoufand about the two ihips, mod of 
them crowded with people, and well laden with 
hogs and other produ6tions of the ifland. One 
of our vifiters took out of the fhip a boat's rud- 
der. He was difcovered j but too late to recover 
it. I thought this a good opportunity to ihev 
thefe people the ufe of firearms 5 and two or 
three snufkets, and as many four-pounders were 
fired over the canoe, which carried off the rudder. 
As it was not Intended that any of the ihot fhould 
take effedt, the furrounding multitude of . natives 
feemed rather more furprifed thaa frightened. 

Ib 
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In the evening Mr. Bligh returned, and report- 
ed that he had found a bay, in which was good 
anchorage, and frefh water. Here I refolved to 
carry the Ihips to refit, and fupply ourfelves with 
every refrefliment the place could afford. Num- 
bers of our viliters requeft permiffion to flecp on 
board. Curtofity was not the only motive, at 
leaft with fome ; for the next morning, fcveral 
things were miffing, which determined me not to 
entertaiH fo many another night. 

At eleven o'clock in the forenoon we anchored 
in the bay, which is called by the natives Kara- 
kakooa. The fliips continued to be much crowd- 
ed with natives, and were furrounded by a multi- 
tude of canoes. I had no where, in the courfe of 
my voyages, feen fo numerous a body of peopl9 
aflembled at one place. For befides thofe in ca- 
noes, all the fhore was covered with fpedatorS| * 
and many hundreds were fwimming round the 
fhips like fhoals of fifli. We could not but be 
ftruck with the lingular! ty of this fcenc 5 few 
now lamented our having failed in our endea- 
vours to find a northern paffage homeward laft 
fummer. To this difappointment we owed our 
having it in our power to fevifit the Sandwich 
Iflands, and to enrich our voyage with a difcovei 
ry which, though the laft, feeraed, in many re-» 
fpe£ts, to be the moft important that had hither- 
to been made by Europeans, throughout the ex- 
tent of the Pacific Ocean, 



While Captain Cook feems to have enjoyed the 
Idea of this difcovery, little did fie imagine that 
his labours were fo foon to be terminated at this 
dilaftrous place, which will ever derive a difgrace 
3C 2 fv 
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£ai\ imuiortality from his fate. Here his jouraal 
ends ; and as we hav e recorded the principal events 
of hisufeful life, weihall detail the melancholy 
circumllanccs tha^ led to his lamented death, prc- 
ferving as nearly as poflible the words of his ami- 
able coadjutor. Captain King, whofe account of 
the voyage now commences. 

Karakakooa Bay is fituated on the weft fide of 
the Ifland of Owhyhee, in a diftridl called Ako- 
na. It is about a mile in depth, and bounded by 
two low points of land at the diftance of half a 
league from each other. On the north point, 
which is fiat and barren, Hands the village of 
Kowrowa 5 and in the bottom of the bay, near a 
grove of tall cocoa-nut trees, there is another vil- 
lage of a more confiderable fize, called Kakooa. 
This bay appearing to Captain Cook a proper 
place to refit the iliips, and lay in an additional 
fupply of water and provifions, we moored on the 
^lorth fide. 

As foon as the inhabitants perceived our in- 
tention of anchoring in the bay, they came off 
from the (liore in aftoni thing numbers, and ex- 
preifed their joy by fin_ging and fhouting, and ex- 
hibiting a variety of wild and extravagant gef- 
ture^. 

Among the chiefs that came on board the Re- 
Iplution, was a young man called Pareea, whom 
we foon perceived to be a perfon of great autho- 
rity. On prefenting himfelf to Captain Cook, 
he told Jiim that he was jakanee to the king of 
the ifland, who was at that time engaged on a 
Uiilitary expedition at Mowee, and was expedcd 
to return within three or four days. A few pre- 
fcnts from Captain Cook attached him entirely 
to our interefts, and he became exceedingly ufe- 

ful 
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fill to us in the management of his countrymen, 
as we had foonoccafion to experience 5 for wo 
had not been long at anchor, when it was obfcrv- 
cd that the Difcovery had fuch a number of peo- 
ple hanging on one -fide, as occafioned her to 
heel confidefably ; and that the men were una- 
ble to keep of the crowds which continued prelT- 
ing into her. Captain Cook, being apprehen- 
five that fhe might fuffer fome injury, pointed 
out the danger to Pareea, who immediately went 
to their affiftance, cleared the fhip of its incuni- 
brances, and drove away the canoes that fur- 
rounded her. 

The authority of the chiefs over the inferior 
people appeared, from this incident, to be of the 
moft defpotic kind. A limilar inftance of it hap- 
pened the fame day on bfoard the Refolution, 
where the crowd l)eing fo great as to impede the 
neceffary bufinefs of the iliip, we were obliged 
to have recourfe to the affiftance of Kakeena, an- 
other of their chiefs, who had likewife attached 
himfelf to Captain Cook. The inconvenience 
we Inboured under being made known, he imme- 
diately ordered his countrymen to quit the veflel j 
and we were not a little furprifed to fee theni 
jump overboard without a moment's hefitation. 

Both thefe chiefs were men of ftrong and well 
proportioned bodies, and of countenances re- 
markably pleafing j Kaneena, efpecially, was one 
of the fineft men I ever faw. He was about fix 
feet high, had regular and expreflive features, 
with lively dark eyes 1 his carriage was eafy, firmj, 
and graceful. 

The inhabitants had hitherto behaved with 
great fairnefs and honefty, but we now found 
^e (:ale exceedingly altered. The immen<^ 
X 3 prpy 
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crowd of iflanders, which blocked up every part 
of the (hips, not only afforded frequent opportu- 
nity of pilfering, without ri(k of difcovery; but 
our inferiority in number held forth a profpeA 
of cfcaping with impunity, in cafe of detedion. 
Another circumftance, to which we attributed 
this alteration in their behaviour, was the pre- 
fence and encouragement of their chiefs j for 
generally tracing the booty into the poireflion of 
fome men of confequence, we had the Rrongeft 
reafon to fufped .that thefe depredations were 
committed at their inftigation. 

Soon after the Refolution had got into her 
ftation, our two friends, Pareea and Kaneena, 
brought on board a third chief, named Koah, 
who, we were told, was a prieft, and had been, 
in his youth, a dillingui(hed warrior. He was a 
little old man, of an emaciated figure ; his eyes 
exceedingly fore and red, and his body covered 
with a white leprous fcurf, the elFefts of an im- 
moderate ufe of the ava. Being led into the 
cabin, he approached Captain Cook, with gre^t 
veneration, and threw over his Ihculders a piece 
of red cloth, which he had brought along with 
him. Then ftepping a few paces back, he made 
an offering of a fmall pig, which he held in hia 
hand, whilft he pronounced a difcourfe that laft- 
ed for a confiderable time. 

When this ceremony was over, Koah dined 
with Captain Cook, eating plentifully of what 
.yras fet before him j but, like the reft of the in- 
habitants of the i {lands in thefe feas, could 
fcarcely be ptevailed on to tafte a fecond time 
our wine or fpirits. In the evening. Captain 
Cook,, attended by Mr. Bayly and rayfelf, ac- 
compauied him on ihore* We landed at the 
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beach, and were received by four men, wto car-« 
ried wands tipt with dog's hair, and marched be- 
fore us, pronouncing with a loiid voice a {hort 
fentence, in which we could only diftinguifh the 
word Orono*. The crowd which had been coir 
le6led on the (liore, retired at our approach^ 
and not a perfon was to be feen, except a few 
lying proftrate on the ground, near the huts of 
the adjoining village. 

Before I proceed to relate the adoration that 
was paid to Captain Cook, and the peculiar t:ere- 
monics with which he was received on this fatal 
ifland, it will be neceflary to dcfcribe a moral, or 
burying-place, fituated at the fouth fide of the 
beach at Kakooa. It was a fquare folid pile of 
ftones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, and 
fourteen in height. The top was flat and well 
paved, and furrounded by a wooden rail, on 
which were fixed the fculls of the captives facri- 
ficed on the death of their chiefs. In the centre 
of the area, flood a ruinous old building of wood, 
conne6ted with the rail on each fide, by a ftone 
wall, which divided the whole fpace into two 
parts. On the fide next the country were five 
poles, upward of twenty feet high, fupporting an 
irregular kind of fcafFold j on the oppofite fide, 
toward the fea, ftood two fmall houles, with a 
covered communication. 

We were conduced by Koah to the top of this 
pile, by an eafy afcent. At the entrance we faw 
two large wooderi images, with features violently 
iiftorted, and a long piece of carved wood, of a 

• Captain Cook gencnlly went by this name amongft the 
natives of Owhyhee j but we could never learn its predlc 
meaninj, though it w^ cci'talnly a tItU of religious vene- 
latiua. 
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conical form inverted, rifing from the top ol 
their heads; the reft was without form, and 
wrapped round with red cloth. We were here 
met by a tall young man, with a long beard, -^^bo 
prefentcd Captain Cook to the images ; and, 
after chanting a kind of hymn, in which he was 
joined by Koab, they led lis to that end of the 
roorai where the ^\c poles were fixed. At the 
foot of them were twelve images, ranged in a 
iemicircular form, and before the middle figure 
Hood a high ftand or table, on which lay a putrid 
hog, and under it pieces of fu gar-cane, cocoa-? 
nuts, bread-fruit, plantains, and fweet potatoes, 
Koab, having placed the captain under this ftand, 
took down the hog, and held it toward him j 
and after having a fecond timp addrefled him in 
a long fpcech, pronounced with much vehemence 
and rapidity, he let it fall on the ground, and 
led him to the fcaffolding, which they began to 
climb together, not without great riik of falling. 
At this tiiile we faw, coming in folemn procef- 
fion, at the entrance of the top of the morai, ten 
men carrying a live hog, and a large piece of red 
cloth. Being advanced a few paces, they ftopr 
ped, and proltratedthemfelves j and ^Caireekeea^ 
the young man above mentioned, went tp them, 
and receiving the cloth, carried it~~to Koah, who 
wrapped it round the captain, and afterward of- 
fered him the hog, which was brought by Kai- 
feekeea with the fame ceremony. 

Whilfl: Capiflin Cook was ?iloft, jn this awk- 
ward fituatibn, fwathed round with red cloth, 
and with difficulty keeping his hold amongtt the 
pieces of rotten fcaffolding, Kajreekeea and Koah 
began their ottice, chanting fometimes in concert, 
f nd fonactimes alternately. Tlvs lafted a confi- 
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i^crable time; at length Koah let the hog drop, 
vhcn he and the captain defceuded together. 
He then-led hiin to the images before iiientioned, 
and having faid fomething to each in a fneering 
tone, fnapped his fingers at them as he paiTed, he 
brought him to that in the centre, which, from 
its being covered with red cloth, appeared to be, 
in greater eftimation than the reft. Before this 
figure he proftrated himfelf^ and kiffed it ; defir- 
ing Captain Cook to do the fame j who fuffered 
himfelf to he dircded by Koah throughout the 
whole of this ceremony. 

We were now led back into the other divifion 
of the raojrai, where there was a fpace ten or 
twelve feet fquarc, funk about three feet below 
the level of the area. Into tlws we defcend- 
cd, and Captain Cook was feated between two 
wooden idols, Koah fupporting one of his arms,, 
whilft I was defired to fupport the other. At 
this time arrived a fecond proceflion of natives, 
carrying a baked hog, and a pudding', fome 
bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other vegetables, 
which were prefented as before. 

When this offering was concluded, the natives^ 
fat down, fronting as, and began to cut up the 
baked hog, to peel the vegetables, and break the 
cocoa-nuts ; whilft others employed themfelves in 
brewing the ava ; which is done by chewing it 
in the fanie manner z\s at the Friendly Iflands. 
Kaireekeca then took part of the kernel of a co- 
coa-nut, which he chewed, and wrapped it in a 
piece of cloth, rubbed with it the captain's face, 
head, hands, arms, and ihoulders. The ava waSi 
then handed round, and, after we had tafted it, 
Koah and Pareca began to pull the flefti of the 
hog in pieces^ and to put it into our mouths. I 

hi 
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had no great objeftion to be fed by Parcca, who 
was very cleanly in his perfonj but Captain 
Cook, who was ferved by Koah^ rccolleding* the 
putrid hog, could not fwallow a morfel 3 and his 
reludance, as maybe fuppofed, was not dimi- 
niflied, when the old man, according to his own 
mode of civility, had chewed it for him. 

When this laft ceremony was finiihed, which 
Captain Cook put an end to as foon as he decently 
could, we quitted the morai^ after diftiibuting 
amongft the people fome pieces of iron and other 
trifles, with which they feemed highly gratified. 
The men with wands condui^ed us' to the boats^ 
repeating the fame words as before. The people 
again retired, and the few that reniained, pro- 
ftrated themfelves as we pafled along the ihore. 
We immediately went on board, our minds full 
of what we had fecn, and extremely well fatif- 
ficd with the good diipofitions of our new 
friends, whofe refpedl: to the perfon of Captain 
Cook feemed approaching to adoration, 

The next morning, I went on Ihore with a 
guard of eight marines, including the corporal 
and lieutenant, having orders to ert€t the obfer- 
vatory in fuch a fi tuatio^ as might beft enable 
me to fuperintend and prote6fc the waterers, and 
the other working parties that were to be on 
fhore. A.S we were viewing a fpot conveniently 
iituated for this p\irpofe in the middle of the vil- 
lage, Pareea offered to pull do\vn fpme houfes 
that would have obftrudted our obfervations. 
However, we thought it proper to decline this 
bfFer, and fixed on a field of fweet potatoes ad- 
joining to the morai, which was readily granted 
us 5 and the priefts, to prevent the intrnfion of 
♦hp natives, immediately confecrated the place. 
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by fixing their wands round the wall by which 
it was inclofed. 

No canoes ever prefumed to land near us ; the 
natives fat on the wall, but none offered to come 
wi(hip the tabooed fpace, till he had obtained 
our permiliion. But though the men, at our re- 
queft, would come acrofs the field with provi- 
fioQs, yet not all our endeavours could prevail on 
the women to approach us. This circumftance 
afforded no fmall matter of amufement to our 
friends on board, where the crowds of people, 
and particularly of women, that continued to 
flock thither, obliged them ahiiofl: every hour t© 
clear the veflel, in order to have room to do the 
ixecelTary duties of the (hip. 

From the 19th to the 24th, when Parcea and 
Koah left us to attend Terreeoboo, who had 
landed on fome other part of the ifland, nothing 
very material happened on board. 

We had not been long fettled at the obferva- 
^tory, before we difcovered in our neighbourhood, 
'the habitations of a fociety of priefts, whofe re- 
gular attendance at the moral had excited our 
curiofity. Their huts flood rourid a pond of wa- 
ter, and were furrounded by a grove of cocoa- 
nut trees, which feparated them from the beach 
and the refl of the village, and gave the place an 
air of religious retirement. On my acquainting 
Captain Cook with thefe circuraftances, he re- 
folved to pay them a vifitj and, as he expeded, 
was received in the fame manner as before. 

During the reft of the time we remained in 

the bay, whenever Captain Cook came on fhore, 

he was attended by one of thefe priefts, who 

• went before him, giving notice that the Orono 

had landed, and ordering the people to proflrat<^ 

themfelv< 
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thcmfelv^s. The faitte pcrfon alfo conftantly ac* 
companied him on the water, ftanding in the 
bow of the boat, with a wand in his hand, and 
giving notice of his approach to the natives, who 
were in canoes, on which they immediately left 
off paddling, and lay down on their faces, till he 
had paffed. 

Tlie civilities of this fociety were not, how- 
ever, confined to mere ceremony and parade. 
Our party on fhore received from them, every 
day, a dbnftant fupply of hogs and vegetables, 
knore than fafficient for our fubfiftence ; and fe- 
teral canoes, lo:»ded with provilions, were fent 
to the Ihips with the fame punctuality. No 
return was ever demanded, or even hinted at 
in the moft diftarit manner. Their prefents were 
made with a regularity, more like the difcharge 
of a religious duty, than the effect of mere libe- 
rality. 

As every thing relating to the character and 
behaviour of this people mufl be interefting to 
the deader, on account of the tragedy that was 
afterward a6ted. here, it will be proper to ac- 
quaint him, that we had not always fo much 
reafon to be fatisfied with the conda6t of the 
Warrior chiefs, or earees, as with that of our 
priefts. In all our dealings with the former, we 
found them fufficientiy attentive to their own 
intereils ; and befides their habit of Healing, 
which may admit of fome excufe, from the uni- 
versality of the practice amongft the iilanders of 
thefe leas, they make ufe of other artifices equal- 
ly dilbonourable. 

On the 24th, we were a good deal furprifedto 
find that no canoes' were fulFefed to put off frpm 
"he Ihore, and that the natives kept clofe to their 

koufc^, 
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boufes. After federal hours fufpenfei we learn- 
ed that the bay was tabooed, and all intercourfe 
witli us interdided, on account of the arrival of 
Terreeoboo. In the afternoon of 'next da)'', Ter- 
reeoboo vifited the Ihips in a private manner, at- 
tended only by one canoe, in which were his 
wife and children. He flaid on board till near 
ten o'clock, when he returned to the village of 
Kowrowa. 

The next day, about noon, the king, in a large 
panoe, attended by two others, fct out from the 
village, and paddled toward the ihip in great 
ilate. Their appearance was grand and magnifi- 
cent. In the firft canoe was Terreeoboo and his 
chiefs, dreffed in their rich feathered cloaks and 
helmets, and armed with long fpears and dag- 
gers 5 in the fecond came the venerable Kaob, 
the chief of the prielfts, and his brethren, with 
their idols difplaycd on red cloth. The third 
canoe was filled with hogs and various forts of 
vegetables. As they went along, the priefts in 
the centre canoe fung their hymns with great 
folemnity J and, after paddling round the Ihips, 
inftead of going on board, as was expected, they 
made toward the ihore at the beach where we 
-were ftatjpnei^, . • 

As foon as I faw them, approaching, I ordered 
out our little guard to receive the king 5 and 
Captain Cook, perceiving' that he was going on 
ihore, followed him, and arrived nearly at the 
fame time. , We conduded them into the tent, 
where they had fcarcely been feated, when the 
king rofe up, and in a very graceful manner 
threw over the captain's ihoulders the cloak he 
liimfelf wore, put a feathiered helmet -upon hi's 
ixead, and a^curious fan into his hand* ■ He alfo 
, Vol. Yll. y fpread 
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fprcad dt his feet five or fix other cloaks, all ex* 
ceedingly beautiful, and of the greateft value* 
His attendants then brought four very large 
bogs, with fngar-canes, cocoa-nuts, and bread- 
fruit; and this part of the ceremony was con- 
Ncludcd by the king's exchanging names with 
Captain Cook, which, amongft all the iflanders 
of the Pacific Ocean, is efieemed the ftronged 
pledge of friendfliip.- A proceffionr of priefts^ 
with a venerable old perfpnage at their head, 
now appeared,, followed by a long train of mea 
leading large hog8> and others -carrying plantains^ 
fweet potatoes, &c. By the lopks and geflures 
of Kaireekeea, I immediately knew the old man 
to be the chief of the priefis, on whofe bounty 
we had fo long fubfified. He had a piece of red 
cloth in his hands, which he wrapped round 
Captain Cook's ihoulders, and afterward prefent- 
ed him with a fmall pig. in thenfual fbrm. 

As foon as the formalities of the meeting were 
over. Captain Cook carried Tcrree©boo, and a» 
many chiefs as the pinnace could hold, on. board 
the Refolution. Tbey were received with every 
mark of refpedt that could be fhewn them 5 and 
Captain Cook, in return for the feathered cloak, 
put a linen ihirt on the king, and girt his own 
nanger rptlhd him. The ancient Kaoo, and 
about haljPa dozen more old chiefs, remained on 
fiiore, and took up their abode at the priefts 
houfes. Duripg all this time not "a canoe was 
fcen in the bay, and the natives either kept 
within their huts, of lay proftrate on the ground. 

*The quiet and inoffbnfive behaviour of the na- 
tives having taken away every apprehenfion of 
danger, *we did not hefitate to*truft oiirfelve» 
^moRgJ^, them at ail times^ cind in a^ll &uations. 

1 TCht 
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The officers of both fliips went daily up the coun- 
try in fniall parties, or even fingly, and frequent- 
ly remained out the whole night. It would bo 
endlefs to recoi^nt all the inflances of kindnefs and 
civility which we received upon thofe occafions. 
Wherever we went, the people flocked about us, 
eager to oflfer every affiftance in their power, and 
highly gratified if their fervices were accepted. 

The fatisfa6tion we derived from their gentle- 
ncfs and hofpitality, was, however, fi'equently 
interrupted by that propenfity to flealing, whic^ 
they have in common with all the other iflanders 
of thefe feaa. This circumdance was the more 
diftreffing, as it focnctimes obliged us to have re- 
courfe to ads of feverity, which we fhould willi- 
ingly have avoided, if the neceility of the cafe 
iiad not abfolutely called for ihem. 

On the 28th, Captain Gierke, whofc ill health 
confined hini, for the moft part, gb board, paid 
Terreeoboo his firil vifit, at his hut on fhore. He 
was received with the fame formalities as were 
^bferved with Captain Cook 5 and, on his com- 
ing away, though the vifit was quite unexpe^ksd^ 
lie received a prefent of thirty large hogs, and at 
much fruit and roots as his crew could confume 
in a week. 

As we had, not yet feen any Ihii^ of their 
fports or athletic exercifes, t^e natives, at the re* 
qued of fome of our officers, entertained us thiA 
evening with a boxing-match. Though thefe 
games were much inferior, as well in point of 
folemnity and magnificence, as in the lidll and 
powers of the combatants, to what we had feen 
exhibited at the Friendly Iflands; yet, as the/ 
differed in fome particulars, it may not be im-* 
proper to give a £hort account of them. We 
Y2 found 
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found a vaft concourfe of people aflehabled on a 
level fpot of ground, at a little diftance from our 
tents. A long fpace was left vacant in the midft 
of them, at the upper end of which fat the 
judges, under three ftandards, from which hung 
flips of cloth of various colours, the (kins of two 
"^ild geefe, a few fmall birds, and bunches of 
feathers. When the fports were ready to begin, 
the fignal was given by the judges, and immedi- 
ately two combatants appeared. They came for- 
ward llowly, lifting up their feet very high be- 
hind, and drawing their hands along the foles. 
As they approached, they frequently eyed each 
other from head to foot, in a contemptuous man- 
ner, cafling feveral arcji looks at the fpe^ators, 
flraining their raufcles, and ufing a variety of 
afFefted geftures. Being advanced within reach 
of each other, they flood with both arms held 
out ftraight before their faces, at which part all 
their blows were aimed. They flruck in, what 
appeared to our eyes, an awkward manner, with 
a full fwing of the arm; made no attempt to 
parry, but eluded their adverfary's attack by an 
inclination of the body, or by retreating. The 
battle was quickly decided ; for if either of them 
was knocked down, or even fell by accident, he 
was coniidered aa vanquifhed, and the viftor ex- 
prefled his triumph by a variety of geftures, 
which ufually excited, as ^^as intended, a loud 
. laugh among the fpe^lators. As thefe games 
were given at our deiire, we found it was univer- 
fally expelled that we ihould have borne our 
part in them; but our peoplie, though much 
prefled by the natives, turned a deaf ear to their 
challenge, remembering full well the blows they 
fl^ot ^t &e Friendly Ifland^. 

Thii 
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This day ^ied WiUiam Watman^ a feaman of 
*he gunner's crew ; who, with the fincerefl at- 
tachment, had followed Captain Cook's fortunes 
for a number of years. 

At the requefl of the king of the idand, he 
mas buried on the roorai, and the ceremony was 
performed with as much folemnity as our fitu- 
ation permitted *. Old Kaoo and his brethren 
were fpedators, and preferved the moft profound 
£lence and attention, whild the fcrvice was read- 
ing. When we began to fill up the grave, they 
approached it with great reverence, threw in a 
^ead pig, forae cocoa-nuts, and plantains^ and 
for three nights afterward, they furrounded it, 
facri&ciag hogs, aofd pecforming their ufual cere-' 
monies of hymns and prayers, whtch oontiQued 
till day-break. 

The ihips being in great want of fuel, the 
captain delired mc, on the 2d of February, to 
treat with the priefts, for the purchafe of the 
rail that furrounded the top of the moral. I 
mud confcfs, I had at fir ft, fome doubt about the 
decency of this propofal, and was apprehenfive, 
that even the bare mention of it might be confi- 
dered by them, as a piece of ihocking impiety. 
In this, however, I found myfelf miftaken. JNfot 
the fmalleft furprife was expreifed at the appli* 
cation, and the wood was readily given, cvea 
without fiipulatfng for any thing in return* 

Terreeoboo add his chiefs had, for fome days 
paft, been very inquilitive about the time of our * 
departure. This circumftance had excited in 
me a great curiofity to know what opinion this 

• May not this public difplay of the mortality of their vi- 
liten, have tended to leflen the exalted ideas which the na* 
"^vtif at is&, fecBBsd to eotertain. 
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people had formed of as, aod what were their i^leas 
rcfpeding the canfe and objeds of our voyage. 
1 took fome pains to fatisfy myfelf on thefe 
points J but could never learn any thing farther 
than that they imagined we came from fome 
country where provlfions had failed ; and that 
our vifit to them was merely for the purpofe of 
filling our bellies. Indeed, the meagre appear- 
ance of fome of our crew, the hearty appetites 
with which we fat down to their frefh provi- 
fions, and our great anxiety to purchafe and 
carry off, as much as we were able, led them na- 
turally enough to fuch a conclnfion. It was ri- 
diculous enough to fee them ftroking the fides, 
and patting the beDies, of the failors (who were 
certainly much improved in the fleeknefs of their 
looks, during oiir fhort (lay in the illand) and 
telling them, partly by figns, and partly by 
words, that it was time for them to go ; but if 
they would come again the next bread-fruit fea- 
fon, they Ihould be better able to fupply their 
wants. On our telling Terreeoboo we ihould 
leave the illand on the next day but one, we ob- 
ferved that a fort of proclamation wari immedi- 
ately made, through the villages, to require the 
people to bring in their hogs and vegetables, for 
the king to prefent to the Orono on his departure. 
The next day being fixed for our departure, 
Terreeoboo invited Captain Cook and myfelf to 
■ttend him, on the 3d, to the place where Kaoo 
refided.* On our arrival, we found the ground 
covered with parcels of cloth -, a vali quantity of 
red and yellow feathers, tied to the fibres of co- 
coa-nut hulk j and a great number of hatchets, 
and other pieces of iron-ware, that had been got 
in barter from us. At a little difiance from thefe 

: i«7 
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lay an immenfe quantity of vegetables of every 
kind, and near them was a very/ large herd of 
hogs. At iirft we imagined the whole to be in- 
tended as a prefent for us, till Kaireekeea in- 
formed me that it was a gift, or tribute, from 
the people of that diftridfc to the king ; and, ac- 
cordingly, *a8 foon as we were feated, they 
brought all the bundles, and laid them feverally 
at Terreeoboo^s feet, who gave all the hogs and 
vegetables, and two-thirds of the cloth, to Cap- 
tain Cook and myfelf. We were aftonilhed at 
the value and magnitude of this prefent, which 
far exceeded every thing of the kind we had 
feen, either at the Friendly or Society Illands. 

The fame day we quitted the morai, and got 
the tents and atlronomical inftruments onboard. 
The charm of the taboo was now removed ; and 
here, I hope I may be permitted to relate a trifl- 
ing occurrence, in which I was principally con- 
cerned. Having had the command of the party 
on (hore, during the whole time we were in the 
bay, I had an opportunity of becoming well ac- 
quainted with the natives. 

I fpared no endeavours to conciliate their af- 
fe^ions and gain their eileem ; and had the good 
fortune to fucceed fo far, that, wheii the time 
of our departure was made known, J was ftrong- 
\y folicited to remain behind, not without offers 
of the moft flattering kind. When I excufed 
itiyfelf by faying, that Captain Cook would not 
give hisconfent, they propofed that I Ihould retirfc 
into the mountains, where they faid they would 
conceal me, till after the departure of the fhips ; 
and on my farther afTuring them that the captaia 
would not leave the bay without me, Terreeoboo 
and Kaoo waited upon Captain Cook; whofe fo- 
il 
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they^ fuppofed I was, with a formal req^oeft that 
I might be left behind. The captain^ to avoid 
giving a pofitive refofal to an offer fo kindly in- 
tended^ told them that he coold not part with me 
at that time, but that he fhould return to the 
iiland ne&t year, and would then endeavour to 
fettle the matter to their fatisfadion. 

£arly in the morning of the 4th of February, 
we unmoored and fail^ out of the bay, and were 
followed by a great number of canoes. Captain 
Cook's deiign was to finiih the furvey of Owhy- 
bee, before he viiited the other iflands, in hopes 
of meeting with a road better Sheltered than the 
bay we had juli left. 

We, had calm weather this and the following 
day, which made our progrefs to the northward 
very flow. In the morning of the 6th, having 
paffed the weftermnoft pcnnt of the iiland, we 
fonnd ourfelves abreaft of a deop bay, called by 
the natives Toe-yah-yah. We had great hopes 
that this bay would furniih us with a fafe and 
commodious harbour, as we faw,to the north* 
eafi feveral fine flreams of water. On examina- 
tion, however, it was found unfit for our purpofe. 

After encountering foroe gales of wind with 
immaterial damage, on the 8th at day-break, we 
found that the foremaft had given way. This 
accident induced Captain Cook to return to Ka- 
rakakooa Bay. On the 10th, the weather became 
moderate, and a few canoes came off to us, from 
which we learnt that the late ftorms had done 
much mifi:hief, and that (everal large canoes had 
been loft. During the remainder of the day we 
kept beating to windward, and before night we 
were within a mile of the bay -, but not chufing 
i» run on whik it was dark, \qb itood off and on 

m 
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till day-light next morning, when we dropt an- 
chor nearly in the fame place as before. 

We were employed the whole of the lith, and 
part of the 1 2th, in getting out the foremaft, and 
fending it, with the carpenters, on iliore. As 
thefe repairs were likely to take up feveral days, 
Mr. Bayly and myfelf got the aftronomical appa- 
ratus on fhore the 12th, and pitched our tents ori 
the moral, having with us a guard of a corporal 
and (ix marines. We renewed our friendly cor- 
refpondence with the priefts, who, for the greater 
fecurity of the workmen and their tools, tabooed 
the place where the maft lay, fticking their 
wands round it as before. The failmakers were 
alfo fent on fliore, to repair the damages which 
had taken place in tlieir department during the 
late gale's. 

Upon coming to anchor, we were furprifed fro 
find our reception very different from what it 
had been on our firft arrival 5 no ihouts, no buf- 
tle, no confnfion ; but a folitary bay, with only 
here and there a canoe dealing clofe along the. 
fhore. The impnlfe of curiofity, which had be- 
fore operated to fo great a degree, niight now, 
indeed, be fuppofed to have ceafed ; but the hof- 
pitable treatment we had invariably met with; 
and the friendly footing on which we parted, 
gave us fome reafon to expeft that they would 
again have flocked about u^ with great joy on 
our return. 

We were forming various conjeftures upon the 
occafion of this extraordinary appearance, when 
our anxiety was at length relieved by the return 
of a boat which had been fent oil fhore,* and 
brought us word that Terreeoboo was abfent, 
and had left the bay under the taboo. Though 
\ . , thi 
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this account appeared very fatisfadoiy to mod <^ 
va, yet others were of opinion^ that the interdic- 
tion of all interconrfe with us, on pretence of the 
king's abfence, was only to give him time to con* 
fult, the chiefs in what manner it mighf be pro- 
per to treat us. Whether thcfe fufpicions were 
well founded, or the account given by the natives 
was the truth, we were never able to afcertain* 
For though it is not improbable that our fuddea 
return> for which they could fee no apparent 
caufe, and the neceffity of which we afterward 
found it yefy difficult to make them compre** 
hend, might occafion fome alarm ; yet the ua- 
fufpicious cpndud of Terreeoboo^ who* on hit 
fuppofed arrival the next morning, came imme- 
diately to vifit Captain Cook« and the confe- 
quent return of the natives to their former 
friendly intercourfe with us, are ^ong proofs 
that they neither meant^ nor apprehended, any 
diange of condud* 

Toward, the evening of the 13th, however, the 
officer who commanded the watering party of 
the Difcovery, came to inform me that feverat 
chiefs had aflembled at the well near the beach, 
driving away the natives, whom we had hired 
to alfift the failors in rolling down the cafks to 
the fhore. He told me at the fame time that he 
thought their behaviour extremely fufpicious, 
and that they meant to give him fome farther 
^ifturbance. At his requeft, thercfdjre, I fent a 
marine along with him, but fuffered him to take 
only his fide-arms. In a fhort time the officer 
returned* and on his acquainting me that the 
iflanders had armed themfelves with flones, and 
were grown very tumultuous, I went myfelf to 
♦Jie fpot* attended b/ a marine, with his muiket. 

fieeioj; 
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Seeing US approach, they threw away their fiones, 
and on 1x17 fpeaking to fome of the chiefs, tho 
inob were driven away, and thofe who chofe itj^ 
were fuffered to afiift in filling the caiks. 

Soon after our return to the tents, we wer» 
alarmed by a continued fire of muikets, from the 
Difcovery, which we obferved to be direded at a 
canoe that we faw paddling toward the fhore in 
great hafie, purfued by one of oiir fmall boat9« 
We immediately concluded that the firing was 
in confequence of fome theft, and Captain Cook 
ordered me to follow him with a marine armed, 
and to endeavour to feize the people as they came 
on ihore. Accordingly we ran toward the place 
where we. fuppofed the canoe would land, but 
were too late 5 the people having quitted it, and 
made their efcape into the country before our ar* 
rival ; but the goods flolen had been recovered* 

During our abfence, a difierence of a more 
ferious and unpleafant nature had happened. 
The officer, who had been fent in the fmall boat,, 
and was returning on board with the goods 
which had been re&)red, obferving Captain Cook 
and me engaged in the purfuit of the offenders^ 
thought it his duty to feize the canoe, which was 
left drawn up on the fhore Unfortunately this 
canoe belonged to Pareea> who arriving at the 
fame mpment froq(i on board the Difcovery, 
claimed his property with many protefiations of 
his iunocence. The officer refufing to give it 
up,, and being joined by the crew of the pin- 
nace, a fcuffie enfued, in which Pareea was 
knocked down by a violent blow upon his head 
-with an oar. The natives, who were collected 
about the fpot, and had hitherto been peaceable 
fpe£Utorsi icqmediately tUackei^or people witlk 
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fuch a fliower of iiones, as forced thetn to retreat 
with great precipitation, and fwitn olf to a rock 
at fome didance from the ihore,. The pinnace 
was' immediately ranfacked by the iflanders 5 and 
but for 'the timely interpolition of Pareea, who 
feemed to have recovered from the blow, and 
forgot it at the fame inilant, would foon have 
been entirely demoliilied. Having. driven away 
the crowd, he made figns to our people, that 
they might come and take poiTedion of the pin- 
nace, and that he would endeavour to get back 
the things which had been taken out of it. Af- 
ter their departure, he followed them in his ca- 
noe, with a midlliipman's cap, and fome other 
trifling articles of the plunder, and with much 
apparent concern at what had happened, alked 
if the Orono would kill him, and Vsrhether he 
would permit him to come on board next day ? 
On being aiTured that he lliould be well received, 
hejoinednofes (as their cuftom is) with the offi- 
cers, in token of friendihip, and paddied over to 
the village of Kowrowa. 

When Captain Cook was informed of what 
had pafled, he exprefled much uneafinefs at it, 
and, as we were returning on board, ** I am 
afraid," faid he, " that thefe people will oblige rae 
to ufe fome violent meafuresj for (he added) 
they mufl not be left to imagine, that they have 
gained an advantage over us." 

Next morning, the 14th, at day-light, I went 
on board the Refolutionfor the time-keeper, and 
in my way was hailed by the Difcovery, and in- 
formed that their cutter had been ftolen during 
the night, from the buoy where it was moored. 

When I arrived on board, I found the marines 
arming, and Captain Cook loading ^his double- 
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barrelled gun. It hai been his ufual pra6iice, 
whenever any thing of confequence was loft at 
any of the iflands in this ocean, to get' the king 
or fome of the principal earees, on board, and 
to keep them as hoftages till it was reftored. 
This method, which had been always attended 
with fuccefs, he meant to purfue on the prefent 
occafion. 

It was between Riven and eight o'clock when 
we quitted the fhip together ; Captain Cook in 
the pinnace, having Mr. Phillips and nine ma- 
rines with him, and myfeif in the fmall boat. 
The lad orders I received from him were, to 
qniet the minds of the natives, on our fide of the 
bay, by aflbring them they ihould not be hurt ; 
to keep my people together, and to be on my 
guard. We then parted 5 the captain went to- 
ward Kowrowa, where the king refided ; and I 
proceeded to the beach. My iirft care on going 
aOiore was, to give ftrid orders to the marines 
to remain within the tent, to load their pieces 
with ball, and not to quit their arms. After- 
ward I took a walk to the huts of old Kaoo and 
the priefts, and explained to them, as well as I 
could» the objedt of the hoftile preparations, 
whidh had exceedingly alarmed them. I f6und 
that they had already heard of the cutter's being 
ilolen, and I allured them, that though Captain 
Cook was refolved to recover it, and to punilh 
the authors of the theft, yet that they, and the 
people of the village on our fide, need not be un- 
der the fmalleft apprehenfion of fuffering any 
evil from us. Kaoo alked me with great ear- 
neftnefs, if Terreeoboo was to be hurt ? I affured 
him he was not j and both he and the reft of 
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bis bretbren feemed much fatisfied wtth this aC* 

forance. 

In the mean time. Captain Cook having called 
off the launch, which was (lationed at the north 
poiot of the bay, and taken it along with him» 
proceeded to Kowrowa, and landed with the 
lieatenaat Stnd nine marines. He immediatel/ 
inarched to the village, where he was received 
with the ufual marks of tefped } the people pro- 
firating thcmfelves before him^ and bringing 
their accuftomed offerings of ihiall hogs, find- 
iog that there was no uifptcion of his defign» 
his next ftep was to enquire for Terreeoboo, and 
the two boysj his fons, wbohad been his conflant 
guefts on board the Refolution. In a fhort 
time the boys returned along vnth the natives, 
who had been fent in fearch of them> and im^ 
mediately led Captain Cook to the houfe where 
the king had flept. They found the old roan 
juil awoke from ileep 3 and after a (hort conver- 
sation about the lofs of the cutter, from which 
Captain Cook was convinced that he wa& in no 
wife privy to it, he invited him to return in the 
boat, and fpend the day on. board the Refolution. 
To this propofal the king readily confeated^ and 
immediately^got up to accompany him. 

Things v^^ere in this profperous train ; the two 
boys being already in the pinnace^ and the reft 
of the party> haying advanced near the water- 
side, when an dderly wonaan^ called Kanee-ka- 
bareea, the mother of the boys, and one of the 
)dng*s favourite wives, came after him, and with 
many tears and entreaties, befought him not to 
go on board. At the fame time two dhicfs, who 
came along ^ith her, laid hold of him> and in- 
pf^ing that he (hquligo no farther, forced him 

to 
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to fit dowm The natives, who were colleding 
in prodigious numbers along the fhore, and had 
probably been alaimed by the firing of the great 
guns^ and the appearances of hoflility in the bay, 
began to throng round Captain Cook and their 
king. In this fituation, the lieutenant of ma- 
rines, obferving that his men were huddled clofe 
together in the crowd, and thus incapable of 
nfing their arms, if any occafion Ihould require 
it, propofed to the captain to draw them up along 
the rocks clofe to the water's edge 5 and the 
crowd readily making way for them to pafs, thejr 
were drawn up in a line at the diftance of about 
thirty yards from the place where the king was 
£tting. 

All this time the old king remained on the 
ground, with the ftrongeft marks of terror and 
dejection in his countenance; Captain Cook» 
not w illing to abandon the object for which he 
had come on ihore, continuing to urge him in 
the moft prefling manner to proceed 5 whilft on 
the other hand, whenever the king appeared in* 
dined to follow him, the chiefs, who flood round 
him, intcrpofed, at firft with prayers and entrea- 
ties, but afterwards having recourfe to force and 
Tiolence, infilled on his ftaying where he was* 
Captain Cook therefore finding that the alarm 
had fpread too^ generally, and that it was in vaiqi 
to think any longer of getting him off without 
bloodfhed, at laft gave up the point j obferving 
to Mr. Phillips, that it would be impoffible to 
compel him to go on board, without running the 
rifk of killing a great number of the inhabit- 
ants. 

Though the enterprife, which had carried Cap- 
tain Cook on ihore, had now failed and wai 
Z 2 abaodQiie^ 
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abandoned, j^et his perfoo did not appear to Inwt 
been in the leaft danger, till an accident happen- 
ed which gave a fatal turn to the affair. The 
boats, which had been Rationed acrofs the bay, 
having fired at fome canoes that were attempt- 
ing to get out, vmtbrtunately had killed a chief 
of the firll rank. The news of his death arrived 
at the village where Captain Cook was, juft as 
he had left the king, and was walking flowly to- 
ward the iliore. The ferment it occafioned was 
very confpicaons 5 the women and children were 
immediately fent off, and the men put on their 
war -mats, and armed themfelves with fpears and 
ftones. One of the natives, having in his hands 
a Hone and a long iron fpike, (which they called 
apahooa) came up to the captain, flourilhing 
his weapon by way of defiance, and threatening 
to throw the llone. The captain defired him to 
defift } but the man perfifting in his infolencc, 
he was at length provoked to fire a load of fmall 
Ihot. The man having his mat on, which the 
(hot were not able to penetrate', this had no other 
cffe6l than to irritate and encourage them. Se- 
veral ftones were thrown at the marines; and one 
of the earees attempted to ftab Mr. Phillips with 
his pahooa, but failed in the the attempt, and 
received from him a blow with the batend of 
his mulket. Captain Cook now fired his fecond 
barrel, loaded with ball, and killed one of the 
foremoft of the natives. A general attack with 
ftones immediately followed, which was anfwer- 
ed by a difcharge of muiketry from the marines, 
and the people in the boats. The iflanders, con- 
trary to the expedlations of every one, ftood thp 
fire with great firranefs ; and before the marines 
bad time to reload, they broke in upon, them with 
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dreadful fliouts and yells. What followed, wat 
a fccne of the utmoft horror and confufion. 

Four of the marines were cut off amongil the 
rocks in their retreat, and fell a facrificc to the 
fury of the enemy j three more were dangerouily 
Wounded j and the lieutenant, who had received 
a ftab between the Ihoulders with a pahooa, hav- 
ing fortunately refcrved his fire, ihot the man 
who had wounded him, juH as he was going to 
repeat his blow. Our unfortunate commander, 
the laft time he was feen diftindly, was ftanding 
at the water's edge, and calling out to the boats 
to ceafe firing, and to pull in. Whilft he faded 
the natives, none of then! had ofFefed him any 
Tiolence, but having turned about, to give 
fcis orders to the boats, he was ftabbed in the 
back, and fell with his face into the water. Oo 
feeing hira fall, the iflanders fet up a great ihout, 
fgid his body was immediately dragged on Ihore, 
and furrounded by the enemy, who, fnatching 
the dagger out of each other's hands, (hewed a 
favage eagcmefs to have a fliare in his dcftruc- 
tion. 

Thus fell our great and excellent command- 
er ! After a life of fo much diftinguiflied and 
fuccefsful enterprife, his death, as far as regard* 
liimfelf, cannot be reckoned premature 3 (incehe 
lived to finifli the great work for which he feems 
to have been defigned ; and was rather removed 
from the' enjoyment, than cut off from the acqui* 
iition of glory. How fincerely his lofs was felt 
and lamented by thofe who had fo long found 
their general fecurity in his Ikill and conduft, 
and every confolation, under their hardfhips,.in 
bis tendernefs and humanity, it is neither necef- 
fary nor poffible for me to dcfcribe; much left 
2 8 * ibaU 
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ihall I attempt to paint the horror witii whidi 
we were (truck, and the univerfal dejedion and 
difmay which followed fo dreadful and unexped?- 
cd a calamity. 

It has been already related, that four of the 
marines, who attended Captain Cook, were kill* 
ed by the iflanders on the fpot. The reft, with 
Mr. Phillips their lieutenant, threw, themfelvea 
into the water;^ and efcaped, under cover of a 
fmart fire from the boats. On this occafion, a 
remarkable inftance of gallant behaviour, and ot 
afFedion for his men, was (hewn by that officer. 
For he had fcarcely got into the boat, when fee- 
ing one of the marines, who was a bad fwimmer, 
ftruggling in the water, and in danger of being 
taken by the enemy, he immediately jumped in- 
to the fea to his afliftance, though much wound- 
ed himfelf ; and after receiving a blow on the 
head from a ftone, which had nearly fent him 
to the bottom, he caught the man by the hair 
and brought him fafe off. 

As foon as the general confternation, which 
the news of this calamity occafioned throughout 
both crews, had a little fubfided, their attention 
was called to our party at the moral, where the 
maft and fails were on Ihore, with a guard of only 
fix marines. It is impoflible for me to defcribis 
the emotions of nay own mind, during the time . 
thefe tranfadions had been carrying on, at the 
other fide of the bay. Being at the diftance on- 
ly of a fhort mile from the village of Kowrowa, 
we could fee difiindtly, an immenfe crowd col- 
leAed on the fpot where Captain Cook had juft 
before landed. We heard the firing of the muf- 
ketry, and could perceive fome extraordinary buf- 
tle and agitation in the multitude. , We after- 
% wards 
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wwris faw the natives flying, the boats retire from 
the il)ore, and pafling and repafiing, in great 
ftiiiDefs, between the Slips. I muft confefs that 
my heart foon mifgave me. Where a life fo 
dear and, valuable was concerned, it was impof- 
fible not to be alarmed, by appearances both 
new and threatening. 

My lirft care, on hearing the muikets fired, 
was, toafiure the people, who were all'embled in 
confiderablc numbers round the wall of our con- 
iecrated field, and feemed equally at a lofs with 
onrlelves how to account for what they had feen 
and heard, that they ihould not be molelled j and 
that, at all events, I was defirous of continuing on 
|>caceable terms with them. We remained in thrl 
poilure till the boats had returned on board, when 
Captain Gierke, obferving, through his telefcope> 
that we were furrounded by the natives, and ap- 
prehending they meant to attack us, ordered 
two four pounders to be fired at them. Fortu- 
nately thefe guns, tliough well aimed, did no 
mifchief, and yet gave the natives a convincing 
proof of their power. One of the balls broke a 
cocoa-nut tree in the middle, under which a 
party of them were fitting 5 and the other fliiver- 
cd a rock that flood in an exadt line with them. 
As 1 had juft before given them the firongeil af- 
furances of their fafety, I was exceedingly mor- 
tified at this aft of hoftility ; and to prevent a 
repetition of it, immediately difpatched a boat to 
acquaint Captain Gierke, that at prefent I was 
on the mod friendly terms with the natives ; and 
that, ifoccafion (liould hereafter arife, for alter- 
ing my conduft toward them, I would hoift a 
jack, as a fignal for him to afford us all the af* 
fiiiance in his ower. 

V 
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We expeAcd the return of the boat with tb* 
Qtmoft impatience; and after remaining a quarter, 
of an hour^ under the mod torturing anxiety and 
fufpenfe, our fears were at length, confirmed, by 
the arrival of Mr. Biigh, with orders to ilrike the 
'^ents as quickly as poilible, and to fend the fails, 
that were repairing, on board. Juft at the fame 
moment, our friend Kaireekeea, having alfo re- 
ceived intelligence of the death of Captain Cook, 
from anative who had arrived from the other 
fide of the bay, came to me with great forrow 
and dejedion in his countenance, to enquire if it 
was true. 

^ Our iituation was at this time extremeljr criti- 
cal and important. Not only our own lives, but 
the event of the expedition, and the return of at 
lead one of the ihips, being involved in the fame 
common danger. We had the mail of the Refo- 
lution, and the greateft -part of our fails on fhore» 
tinder the protedion of only fix marines: their 
lofs would have been irreparable; and though the 
natives had. not as yet fhewn the fmalleft difpofi- 
tion to molefi us, yet it was impofiible to anfwer 
for the alteration, which the news of the tranf- 
aftion at Kowrowa might produce. I therefore 
thought it prudent to^ diflerable my belief of the 
death of Captain Cook, and to deli re Kaireekeea 
to difcourage the report ; lefi: either the fear of 
our refentment, or the fuccefsful example of their 
countrymen, might lead them to feize the favour- 
able opportunity, which at this time offered itfelfi 
of giving us a fecond blow. 

Having placed the marines on the top of the 
morai, which formed a firong and advantageous 
poft, and left the command with Mr. Bligh, giv- 
ing him the moft pofitivd diie^ons to ad entirely 
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OQ the defenfive, I went on board the DIfcovery, 
in order to rep relent to Captain Gierke the dan^ 
gerous fituation of our a^'airs. As foon as I 
quitted the fpot, the natives began to annoy ouf 
people with ftones ; and I had fcarcely reached 
the fhip, before I heard the firing of the marines. 
I therefore returned inftantly on ihore, where I 
found things growing every moment more alarm- 
ing. The natives were arming, and putting on 
their mats; and their numbers increafed very faft. 
I could alfo perceive fcveral large bodies march- 
ing towards us, along the cliff which feparates the 
Tillage of Kakooa from the north fide of the bay, 
where the village of Kowrowa is fituaied. 

They began at firll to attack us with flones, 
from behind the walls of their inclofures, and 
finding no relillance on our part, they foon grew 
more daring. A few refolute fellows having crept 
along the beach, under cover of the rocks, fudden- 
Ij made their appearance at the foot of the morai; 
•with a defign, as it feemed, of ftormingit on the 
£de next the fea, which was its only acceffible 
pajt; and were not difloged, tiH after they had 
^ood a confiderable number of fhot, and feen on* 
of their party fall. . 

About this time, a flrong reinforcement froni 
both fhips having landed, the natives retreated 
behind their walls 5 which giving me accefs to 
onr friendly priefts, I fent one of them to endea- 
vour to bring their countrymen to fome terms, and 
to propofe to them, that iV they would delitt from 
throwing Itones, I would not permit our men to 
fire. This truce was agreed to; and we were fuf- 
fered to launch the maft,and carry off the fails and 
our aftronomical apparatus unmoleftcd. As foon 
!» we bad quitted the morai^ tliey took poifellion 
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of iu and fome of them threw a few Hones, bnt 
without doing us any mifcbief. 

It was half an hour pad eleven o clock when I 
got on board the Difcoveiy> where I found no 
deciiive plan had been adopted for our future pro- 
ccedings. The reftitution of the boat, and the 
recovery of the body of Captain Cook, were the 
obje6b which, on all hands, we agreed to infift 
on ; and it was my opinion, that fome vigorous 
fieps ihould be taken, in cafe the demand of them 
was not immediately complied with. However, 
after mature deliberation, it was determined to 
accompliih thefe points by conciliatory meafures^ 
if poflible. 

In purfuance of this plan, it was determined 
that I ihould proceed toward the fhore, with the 
boats of both Aiips, well manned and anaed> with 
a view to bring the natives to a parley, and, if 
poiHble^ to obtain a conference with fome of the 
chiefs. 

I left the fliips about four o'clock in the after- 
noon, and as we approached the (hore, I perceived 
every indication of a hoftile reception. The 
whole crowd of natives was in motion j the wo- 
men and children retiring ; the men putting on 
their war-mats, and arming themfelves with long 
fpears and daggers; Concluding, therefore, that, 
all attempts to bring them to a parley would be 
in vain, unlefs I £rft gave them fome ground for 
mutual confidence, I ordered the armed boats to 
Hop, and went on in the fmall boat alone, with a 
white flag in my hand, which, by a general cry of 
joy from the natives, I had the fatis^dion to find 
was inftantly wnderftood. The women immedi- 
ately returned from the fide of the hill, whither 
they had retired -, the men threw off their matsi 
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and all fat down together by the watcr-lide, ex- 
tending their arms^ and inviting me to come on 
ihore. 

Though this behaviour was very expreflive of 
a friendly difpofition> yet I could not help enter* 
taining foroe fufpicions of its iincerity. But when 
I faw Koah> with a boldnefs and amirance alto* 
gether unaccountable, fwimming off toward the 
boat, with a white flag in his hand, f thought it 
neceifary to return this mark of confidence, and 
therefore received him into the boat, though 
armed; a circumfiance which did not tend to 
leifen my fufpicions. I muft confefs I had long 
harboured an unfavourable opinion of this man. 
I told him that I had come to demand the bodj 
of Captain Cook, and to declare war againft them> 
vnlefs it was inflantly rei^ored. He aiTured me 
this fhould be done as foon as ppffible, and that 
he would go himfelf for that purpofe; and after 
hegging of me a piece of iron, with as much af- 
furance as if nothing extraordinary had happened^ 
he leaped into the fea, and fwam aihore, calling 
out to his countrymen that we were all friends 
again. 

We waited near an hour with great anxiety 
for his return ; during which time, the reH of 
the boats had approached fo near the fhore, as to 
enter into converfation with a party of the na- 
tives at; fome diiiance from us; by whom they 
were plainly given to underhand, that the body 
bad been cut to pieces, and carried up the coun- 
try ', but of this circumflance I was not informed 
till our return to the (hips. 

Alter various delays, negotiations, and hoftile 
prrparaticns, about eight o'clock, it being very 
darky a canoe wa» heard paddling toward th> 

ibip 
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(hip ; and as foon as it was feen, both the fenfi^ 
nels ot\ deck fired into k. There were two per- 
fons in the canoe, and they immediately roared 
out " Tinnee/* (which was the way in which J 
they pronounced my name) and fa id they were j 
friends, and had fomething /or me belonging to . { 
Captain Cook. When they came on board, they I 
tlirew themfelves at our feet, and appeared ex- ! 
ceedingly frightened. Luckily neither of them 
was hurt, notwith (landing the balls of both pieces 
had gone through tlie canoe. One of them wat 
the perfon who conftantly attended Captain Cook 
with the circumftances of ceremony already dc- 
fcribedj'and who, though a man of rank in the 
iHand, could fcarcely be hindered from perform- 
ing for him the loweft offices of a menial fcrvant. 
After lamenting with abundance of tears, thelo& 
of the Orono, , he told us that' he had brought us 
a part of his body. He then prefented to us a 
fmall bundle wrapped up in cloth, which he 
brought under his arm ; and it is impoflible to 
defcribe the horror which feized us on finding in 
it a piece of human fle(h, about nine or ten 
pounds weight. This, he faid, was all that re- 
mained of the body ; that the reft was cut to 
pieces and burnt j • but that the head and all the 
bones, except what belonged to the trunk, were 
in the polfeflion of Terreeoboo and the other. 
•earces^. that what we faw had been allotted to 
Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, to be made ufe of 
in fome religious ceremony, and that he had fent 
it as a proof of his innocence and attachment to us. 
This afforded an opportunity of informing our- 
'felves whether they were cannibals, and we did 
not ne.gle6t it. They immediately fhewed 'as 
iavLch horror at the idea as any Europeda would 
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have done ; and afked, very naturally, if that 
was the cuftom amongft us? They afterwards 
alked us, with great earneftnefs and apparent ap- 
prehenlion, *' when the Orono would. come again, 
and what he would do to them on his return ?*' 
The fame enquiry was frequently made after- 
wards by others; and., this idea agrees with the 
general tenor of their condud towards him, 
which fliewed that they conlidered him as a being 
of a fuperior nature. 

We prefTed our two friendly viiiters to remain 
on board till morning, but in vain. They told u« 
that if this tranfa6tion fliould come to the know- 
ledge of the king or chiefs, it might be attended 
with the mod fatal confequences to their whole 
fociety; in order to prevent which, they had been 
obliged to come off to us in the dark, and the 
fame precaution would be neceflary in returning 
on fliore. They infornied us farther, that tht 
chiefs were eager to revenge the death of their 
countrymen ; and particularly cautioned us againil 
trading Koah, who, they faid, was our mortal 
and implacable enemy, and delired nothing more 
ardently than an opportunity of lighting us. 

We learned fron* thefc men, that feventeen of 
their countrymen were killed in the firll a6lion 
at Kowrowa, of whom iive were chiefs; and that 
Kaneena and his brother, our very particular 
friends, were unfortunately of that nurhber. 
Eight, they faid, were killed at the obfervatoryj 
three of whom were alfo of the firft rank. 

During the remainder of this night, we heard 
loud howling and lamentations. £ar]y in the 
morning we received another viiit from Koah. I 
muil confefs, I was a little piqued to find that, 
not with landing the moH evideat marks of trea- 
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chety in his condud^ and the poiitive tefUmony 
of our friends the priefts, he fhould ftill be per- 
mitted to carry oi\ the fame farce, and to make 
us appear to be the dupes of bis hypocri fy. In- 
deed our fituation was become extremely awk- 
ward and unpromiiing5 none of the purpofes for 
which this pacific courfe of proceeding had been 
adopted having hitherto been in the lea& forward- 
cd by it. 

This day a man had the audacity to come with- 
in muiket-ihot, ahead of the ihip3 and> after fling- 
ing feveral Hones at us, he waved Captain Cook's 
hat over his head, whilil his countrymen on fhore 
were exulting, and encouraging his boldneis. 
Our people were all in a flame ^t this infult, and> 
coming in a body on the quarter'^deck, begged 
they might no longer be obliged to put up with 
thefe repeated provocations; and requefted me to 
obtain permitlion for them, from Captain Clerke> 
to avail themfelves of the fird fair occafion of re- 
venging the death of their commander. On my 
acquainting him with what was palling, he gave 
orders fqr fome great guns to be fired at the nJf- 
tivcs on -ftiore j and promifed the crew, that if 
they fhould meet with any molefhition at the wa- 
tering-place, the next day, they fhould then bp 
left at liberty to chafiife them«^ 

It is fomtwhat remarkable, that before wc 
could bring our guns to bear, the iflanders had 
fufpeded our intentions, from the ^r they is^w in 
the fhip, and had retired behind their houfes an4 
walls. We were therefore obliged to fire in fome 
meafure at random; notwithftaadjng which, our 
<hot produced all the eflfe^ts that could have been 
4efired. Forfoon after, wefaw Koah paddling 
towards U9^ with esUrem^ hafipy a.nd^a bis anival, 
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we learned that feme people had been killed, and 
amongd the reil» Maiba-roaiha, a principal chiefs 
and a near relation to the king. 

At night, the. ufual precautions were taken for 
the fecurity of the fhips -, and as foon as it was 
dark, our two friends, who had vifited us the 
night before, came off again. They aflured us, 
that though the efied of our great guns this after- 
noon had terrified the chiefs exceedingly, they 
had by no means laid alide their hoiiile intentions^ 
and advifed us to be on our guard. 

The next morning, the boats of both ihipi 
were fcnt afhore for water; and the Difcovcry 
was warped clofe to the beach, in order to cover 
that fervice, We foon found that the intelli- 
gence which the priefts had fent us, was not with- 
out foundation} and that the natives were refolv»* 
ed to take every opportunity of annoying us, when 
it could be done without much riik. 

Throughout all this group of iflands, the vil- 
lages, for the mod part, are fituatednear the fea; 
and the adjacent ground is inclofed with ftone 
walls, about three feet high. They confift of 
loofe ftoncs, and the inhabitants are very dexter- 
ous in fhifting them, with great quicknefs, to 
fuch dtuations as the diredion of the attack may 
require. In the iides of the mountain, which 
hangs over the bay, they have alfo little holes or 
caves, of considerable depth, the entrance, of 
which is fecnred by a fence of the fame kind. 
From behind both thefe defences, the natives kept 
perpetually haraffing our waterers with flones; 
nor could the fmall force we had on fhore, with 
the advantage of mufkets, compel them to retreat. 

In this expofed Situation, our people were fo 

taken up in attending to their own fafety> thaf 
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they employed the whole forenoon in filling cnlf 
one tun of water. As it was therefore impoflible 
to perform this fervice^ till their affailants were 
driven to a greater diftance, the Dilcovery was or- 
dered to di Hodge them with her great guns 5 which 
being efFeded by a few difchafges^the men landed 
without moleftation. However, the natives foon 
alter made theic appearance again, in their ufual 
mode of attack^ and it was now found abfoluiely 
neceiTary to burn down fome draggling hoi^fes 
near the wall, behind which they had taken {bel- 
ter. In executing thefe orders, I am foriy to add 
that our people were hurried into ads of uunecei- 
fary cruelty and devadation. 

Their orders were only to burn a few draggling 
huts, which afforded ihelter to the natives. We 
were therefore a good deal furprifed to fee the 
whole village on fire; and before a boat, that was 
fent to flop the progrefs of th^ mifchief, could 
reach the Ihore, the houfes of our old and con- 
dan t friends, the prieds, were all in dames. I 
cannot enough lament the illnefs that confined 
me on board this day. The prieds had always 
been under my proteftion. 

Several of the natives were ihot, in making 
their efcape from the dames ; and our people cut 
od' the heads of two of them, and brought them 
on board. The /fate of one poor idander was 
much lamented by us all. As he was coming to 
the well for water, he was ihot at by one of the 
marines. The ball druck his calibafh, which he 
immediately threw from him and fled. He was 
purfued into one of the caves I have before de- 
fcribed, dnd no lion could have defended bis den 
with greater courage and fierccnefs) till, at lafl, 
•fter having kept two of our people at bay for 
- - a confider* 
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u confiderable time, he expired coveted with 
wounds. 

Soon after the village was deftroyed, wc faw 
coming do\^ the hill, a man, attended by fifteen 
or twenty boys, holding pieces of white cloth, 
green boughs, plantains, &c; in their hands. As 
they approached nearer, it was found to be our 
much efteemed friend, Kaireekeea, who had fled 
on our firft fetting fire to the village, and had 
now returned, and defired to be fent on board the 
Refolution. 

When he arrived, we found him exceedingly 
grave and thoughtful. We endeavoured to make 
him underftand the neceflity we were under of 
fetting fire to the village, by which his hotife, 
and thofe of his brethren, were unintentionally 
confumed. He expoftulated a little with us on 
our want of fricndfhip, and on our ingratitude. 
And, indeed, it was not till now that we learnt 
the whole extent of the injury we had done them. 
He t©ld us that, relying on the promifes I had 
made them, and the aifurances they had after- 
wards received from the mdn, who had brought 
us the remains of Captain Cook, they had not 
removed their efFeds back into the country, with 
the reft of the inhabitants, but had put every 
thing that was valuable of their own, as well as 
what they had colleftcd from us, into a houfo 
clofe to the moral, where they had the mortifica- 
tion to fee it all fet on fire by ourfelves. 

^ On coming on board, he had feen the heads of 
his countrymen* lying on the deck, at which he 
was exceedingly Ihocked, and defired with great 
earneftnefs that they might be thrown over-board. 
This requeft Captain Gierke inftantly ordered to 
be complied with. 

Aa3 h 
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In the evening, the watering party returned os 
boards having met with no farther interruption. 
We paffed a gloomy night; the cries and lament- 
ations we heard on Ihore being far more dreadful 
than ever. Our only confolation was, th? hope 
that we Ihould have no occafion, in future, for a 
repetition of fuch feverities. * 

The natives being at lafl convinced that it was 
not the want of ability to puniih them, which had 
hitherto made us tolerate their provocations, de- 
fifted from giving us any farther moleftation 5 and 
in the evening, a chief called Eappo, who had 
feldom vilited us, but whom we knew to be a man 
of the very tirft confequence,"carae with prefents 
from Terreeoboo to fue for peace. Thefe pre- 
fents were received, and he was difmiffed with 
the fame anfwer which had before been given, 
that until the remains of Captain Cook ihould be 
reftored, no peace would be granted. We learn- 
ed from this perfon, that the fleili of all the bodies 
of our people, together with the bones of the 
trunks, had been burnt; that the limb bones of 
tlie marines had been divided amongft the infe- 
rior chiefs; and that thofe of Captain Cook had 
been difpofed of in the following manner : the 
head, to A great chief, called Kahoo-opeon ; the 
.hair to Maia-maia; and the legs, thighs, and arms 
to Terreeoboo. 

Between ten and eleven o'clock, on the 20thK 
we faw a great number of people defcending the 
hiir, which, is over^the beach, in a kind of procef- 
fion, each man carrying a fugaF-cane or two on 
his fhoulders, and bread-fruit, taro, and plantains 
in his hand. They were preceded by two drum- 
mers ; who, when they came to the water-iide, 
fat down by a white flag, and began to beat theic 
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drums, while thofe who had followed them, ad- 
vanced one by oncj and having depoiited the 
prefents they had brought, retired, ip the fame 
order. Soon after, Eappo came in light, in his 
long feathered cloak, bearing fomething with 
great folemnity in. his hands 5 and having placed 
himfelf on a rock, he made ^gns for a boat to be 
fent himu 

Captain Gierke, conjecturing that he had 
brought the bones of Captain Cook, which prov- 
ed to be the fa6t, went himfelf in the pinnace to 
receive them } and ordered me to attend him in 
the cutter. When we arrived at the beach, Eap- 
po came into the pinnace, and delivered to the 
captain the bones wrapped up in a large quanti- 
ty of fine new cloth, and covered with a fpotted 
cloak of black and white feathers. He afterward 
attended us to the Refolution, but cou)d not be 
prevailed upon to go on board ^ probably not 
chuling, from a fenfe of decency, to be prefent at 
the opening of the bundle. We found in it both, 
the hands of Captain Cook entire, which were 
well known from a remarkable fear on one of 
them, that divided the thumb from the fore- fin- 
der, the whole length of the metacarpal bone j 
the ikuU^ but with the fcalp feparated from it, 
and the bones that form the face wanting ; the 
fcalp with the hair upon it cut fliort, and the 
cars adhering to it ; the bones of both arms, 
with the Ikin of the fore- arras hanging to them.; 
the thigh and leg bones joined together, but 
without the feet. The ligaments of the joints 
were entire 5 and the whole bore evident marks; 
of having been in the fire, except the hands,, 
which had the flefli left upon them, and were cut 
in feveral places^^ and crammed with fait, appa- 
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rently with an intention of prefcrving them. Th^ 
fcalp had a cut in the back part of it, but the 
ikuU was free from any fra6knre. The Ipwer jaw 
and feet, which were wanting, Eappo told us, 
had been feized by different chiefs, and that 
Terrecoboo was uling every means to recover 
them. 

The next morning, Eappo, and the king's fon, 
came on board, and brought with them the re- 
maining bones of Captain Cook 5 the barrels of 
his gun, his llioes, and ferae other trifles that be* 
longed to him. Eappo took great pains to con- 
vince us, that Terreeoboo, Maiha-maiha, and 
himfclf, were moft heartily delirous of peacej 
that they had given us the moft convincing proof 
of it in their power ; and that they had been pre- 
vented from giving it fooner by the other chiefs, 
many of whom were ftill our enemies. We found 
the cutter had been broken up. 

'Nothing now remained but to perform the laft 
offices to our great and unfortunate commander. 
• Eappo was difmifled with orders to taboo all tho 
bay ; and, in the afternoon, the bones, having 
been put into a coffin, and the fervice read over 
them, they were committed to the deep with tho 
nfual military honours. What our feelings w^ere 
on this occafion, I leave the world to conceive ) 
thofe who were prefent know that it is not in 
my power to exprefs them. 

During the forenoon of the 22d, not a canoe 
was ifecn paddling in the bay 5 the taboo, which 
Eappo had laid on it the day before, at our rc- 
qu ^ft, not being yet taken off. At length Eappo 
came off to us. We afllired him, that wc were 
now entirely fatisfied ; and that as the Orono was 
buried/ all remembrance of what had paifed was 

buried 
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buried with him. We afterward defircd him to 
take off the taboo, and to make it known that the 
people might bring their provifions as ufual. The 
ihips were loon far rounded with canoes, and ma- 
ny of the chiefs came on board, expreHing great 
forrow at what had happened, and their fatistac-. 
tion at our reconciliation. Several of our friends,^ 
who did not vifit us, fent prefeats of large hogs, 
and other provi lions. Amongft the reft came the 
old treacherous Koah, but was refufed admit- 
tance. 

As we had now every thing ready for fea, 
about eight o'clock this evening we difmifled all 
the natiyes j Eappo, and the friendly Kaireekeea, 
took an affedionate leave of us. We immediate- 
ly weighed, and ftood out of tl>e bay. The natives 
were collefted on the fhore in great numbers ; 
and, as we pafled along, received our laft fare- 
wels with every mark of alTedion and good-wilL 

We got clear of the land about ten on the 22d» 
and hoifting in the boats, ftood to the northward. 

After touching at Woahoo, where it was found 
watering would have been inconvenient, Captaia 
Gierke determined, without farther lofs of time, 
to proceed to Atooi. On the 28th, we bore away, 
for that ifland, which we were in fight of by 
noon ; and about fun-fet, were oft* its eaftern ex- 
tremity. 

' We had no fooner anchored in our old ftation, 
than feveral canoes came along-fide of us j but 
we could obferve, that they did not welcome ut 
with the fame cordiality in their manner, and fa- 
tisfadion in their countenances, as when we were 
here before. 

Our principal objeft here was to water thq 
fliips with the utmoft expedition j and I wa^ 

fet 
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fent on fhore early in the afternoon. We foahd 
a confiderablc number of people collefted upon 
they beach^ who received us at firft with great 
kindnefs ; but as foon as we had got the ca(ks on 
fhore, began to be exceedingly troublefome. It 
was with great difficulty 1 was able to form a 
circle, according to our ufual praOice, for the 
convenience of our trading party; and ha3 no 
fooner done it, than I faw a man laying bold of . 
the bayonet of one of the foldiers mu&ets, and 
endeavouring with all his force, to wrench it out 
of his hand. This fray was occaiioned by the 
latter's having given the man a flight prick with 
his baf onet, in order to make him keep without 
the line. 

I now perceived that our litualion required 
great circumfpedion and management j and ac- 
cordingly gave the ftri^eft orders that no one 
fhould fire, nor have recourfe to any other aft of 
Tiolence, without pofitive commands. As foon 
as I had given thefe diredions, I was called to 
the afliftance of the watering party, where I found 
the natives equally inclined to raifchief. They 
had demanded from our people a large hatchet 
for every cafk of water ; and this not being com- 
plied with, they would not fuflPer the failors to 
foil them down to the boats. 

^I had no fooner joined them, than one of the 
natives advanced up to me with great infoleuce, 
and made the fame claim. I told him that as a 
friend* I was very willing to prefent him with a 
hatchet, but that I fliould certainly carry off the 
water, without paying any thing for it 5 and I 
immediately ordered the pinnace men to proceed 
ih their bufinefs, and called tlirce marines from 
the traders to proteft them. 

Though 
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Though the natives continued for the moft 
part, to pay great deference aad refped to mc^ 
yet they did not fuffer me to efcape without con- 
tributing ray ihare to their (lock of plunder. One 
of them came up to me with a familiar air, and 
with great management diverted my attention, 
whilft another, wrenching the hanger, which I 
held carelefsly in my hand, from me, ran off with 
it like lightning. 

It was in vain to think of repelling this info- 
lence by force j guarding therefore againfl its 
cffe6ts, in the beft manner we were able, we ha4 
nothing to do but to fubmit patiently to it. My 
apprehenfions were, however, a little alarmed, by 
the information I foon after received from the 
fergeant of marines, who told me that, turning 
fuddenly round, he faw a man behind me holding 
a dagger in the pofition of ftriking. In cafe of 
A real attack, our whole force, however, advan- 
tageouily difpofed, could have made but a poor 
reiiilance. On the other hand, I thought it of 
fome confequence to Ihew the natives wc were 
under no fears. 

At lafl we got cveiy thing into the boats, an4 
only the gunner, a feaman of the boat's crew, 
and myfelf, remained on fhore. As the pinnace 
lay beyond the farf, through which we "wrere 
obliged to fwim, I told them to make the beA of 
their way to it> and that I fhould follow them. 

With this order I was furprifed to find thena 
both refufe to comply^ and the confequence was a 
contefl amongd us who fhould be the lad on Ihore. 
It feems that fome haily words I had jull before 
tded to the failor, which he thought feflefted oi> 
}n$ courage, was the caufe of this odd fancy iqt 
him I and t^e Qld giinaer fiQ4inS ^ P^lnt of he 
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nour flarted, thought he could not well avoid tak- 
ing a part in it. In this ridiculous fituation we 
might have remained fome time, had not our dif- 
pute been foon fettled by the (tones that began 
to fly about us, and by the cries of the people 
from the boats to make hafle, as the natives were 
following us into the water with clubs and , 
fpears. I reached the fide of the pinnace firft, 
and finding the gunner was at fome diftance be- 
hind, and not yet entirely out. of danger, I called 
out to the marines to fire one mulket. In the 
hurry of executing my orders they fired two ; and 
when I got into the boat, I faw the natives run- 
ning away, and one man with a woman fitting 
by him, left behind on the beach. The n^an 
made feveral attempts to rife, without being 
able j and it was with much regret, I perceived 
him to be wounded in the groin. 

During our abfence, Captain Gierke had been 
tinder the greateft anxiety for our fafety. And 
thefe apprehenfions were confiderably increaled, 
from his having entirelymiilaken the drift of the 
conyerfation he had held with fome natives who 
•had been on board. The frcfjuent mention of 
the name of Captain Cook, with other ftrongand 
circumliantial defcriptions of death and deftruc- 
tion, made him conclude that the knowledge of 
the unfortunate events at Owhyhee had reached 
them, and that thefe were what they alluded to,* 
whereas all they had in view wps to make kno>^n 
to him the wars that had arifen, in confequencc 
of the goats thatCaptain Cook had left at Oneehe- 
ow, and the flaughter of the poor goats themfelves, I 
during the llruggie for the property of them. j 

The next morning, March 2, I was again or- 
liercd on fuore with the watering party. The I 
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riik we had run the preceding day, determined 
Captain Gierke to fend a confiderable iforce from 
both fhips for our guard, amounting in all to for- 
ty men mider arms. This precaution, however, 
was now unneceflary 3 for we found the beach left 
entirely to ourfelves, and the ground bet ween, the 
landing place and the lake tabooed with fmall 
white flags. We concluded, from this appear- 
ance, that fome of the chiefs had certainly vifit- 
ed this quarter 3 and that, not being able to flay, 
they had kindly and coniiderately taken this flep 
for our greater fecurity and convenience. 

The next day we completed our watering 
witliout meeting with any material difficul- 
ty. On our return to the fliips, we found 
that feveral chiefs had been on board, and had 
made excufes for the behaviour of their country- 
men, attributing their riotous condu6t to the 
quarrels which fubMedat that time amongfl tlic 
principal people of the ifland. The quarrel had 
arifen about the goats we had left at Onceheow 
the lafl year ; the right of property in which was 
claimed by Toneoneo, on the pretence of^that 
illand's being a dependency of his. 

On the 7th, we were furprifed with a vifit 
from Toneoneo. When -he heard the dowager 
pfincefs was in the fliip, it was with great diffi- 
culty we could prevail on him to come on board, 
not from any apprehenfion that he appeared to 
entertain of his fafety, bat from an unwillingnefs 
to fee her. Their meeting was with fulky and 
lowering looks on both fides. He flaid but a 
fhort time, and feemed much dejefted j but we 
remarked, with fome furprife, that the women, 
both at his coming and going away, proflrated 
tbemfelves before £m ; and that he was treated 
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by all the natives on board with the refpeft ufn- 
ally paid to thofc of his rank. Indeed it mull 
appear fomewhat extraordinary, that a perfon, 
who was at this time in a Hate of adual hoftili- 
ty with the oppofite party, and was even prepar- 
ed for another battle, (hould truft himfelf alraoft 
alone within the power of his enemies. 
• On the 8th, at nine in the morning, we weigh- 
ed and failed toward Oneeheow j and at three in 
the afternoon, anchored in twenty fathoms wa- 
ter, nearly on the fame fpot as in the year 1778- 
On the 12th, the weather being moderate, the 
inafter was fent to the north-weft fide of the 
ifland, to look for a more convenient place for an- 
choring. He returned in the evening, having 
found a fine bay with good anchorage ; alfo to 
the eaftward were four fmall wells of good wa- 
ter ; the road to them level, and fit for rolling 
caiks. Jfe 

. Being now about to leave the Sandwich Illattds, 
it may be proper to make a few remarks. This 
group confifts of eleven illands. They are ci^lled 
By the natives 5 l.Owhyhec} 2. Mowee; 3. Ra- 
mi, or Ornai -, 4. Morotinnee, or Morokinne ; 5. 
Kahowrowee, or Tahoorowa j 6. Morotoi, orMo- 
rokoi ; 7. Woahoo, or Oahoo -, 8. Atooi, Atowi, 
or Towi, and fometimes Kowi ; Q. Neeheehow, 
Of Oneeheow; lO.Oreehoua, or Reehouaj and, 
11. Tahoora; and are all inhabited, excepting 
Morotinnee and Tahoora. Befides the illands 
above enumerated, we were told by the Indians, 
tfiat there is another called Modoopapapa, or Ko- 
ri[^6doopapnpa, which is low and fandy, and vifit- 
ed only for the purpofe of catching turtle and fea- 
ftwl. 

TYitj 
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They were named by Captain Cook the Sand-? 
wich Iflands, in honour of the Earl of Sandwich, 
under whofe adminiftration he had enriched geo- 
graphy with fo many fplendid and important dif^ 
cover] es. 

The inhabitants of the Sandwich Iflands are 
undoubtedly of the fame race with thofe of New 
Zealand, the Society and Friendly Iflands, Eafler * 
liland, and the Marquefas. This faft, which, ex- 
traordinary as it is, might be thought fufficiently 
proved by the flriking fimilarity of their manners 
and cuftoms, and the general refemblance of their 
perfons, is eflablifhed, beyond all controverfy, by, 
the abfolute identity of their language. . 

From what continent they originally e\nigrat-» 
cd, and by what ftf ps they have fpread through 
fo vaft a fpace^ thofe who arc curious in difquifi- 
tions of this nature, may perhaps not find it very 
difficult to conjedure. It has been already ,ob- 
ferved, that they bear flrong marks of affinity to 
fome of the Indian tribes that inhabit the La- 
drones and Caroline Iflands ; and the fame affi- 
nity may again bt traced amongft the Battas and 
the Malays, When thefe events happened, is not 
fo eafy to afcertain ; it was probably not very 
lately, as they are, extremely populous, and have 
no tradition of their own origin, but what isper- 
fedtly fabulous. 

The natives of thefe iflands are in general, 
above the middle fize, and well made. Their 
complexion is rather darker than that of the Ota- 
heiteans, and they are not altogether fo handforoe 
a people. However, many of both fexes had fine 
open countenances *, and the women in particu- 
lar, had good eyes and teeth, and a fweetnefs and 
fcnfibility of look, which rendered them very en- 
B b 2 gaging. 
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gaging. Their hair is of a brownifh black, and 
neither uniformly ftraight, like that of the Indi- 
ans of America, nor uniformly curling, as amongft 
the African negroes, but varying in this refpe^ 
like the hair of Europeans. 

The fame fuperiority that is'obfervable in the 
perfons of the earees, through all the other 
iflands, is found alfo here. Thofe whom wc (aw 
were, without exception, perfedly well formed j 
whereas the lower fort, befides their general in- 
feriority, are fubje6fc to all the variety of make 
and figure that is feen in the populace of other 
countries. 

They feem to have few native difeafes among 
them ; but many of the earees fuffer dreadfully 
from the immoderate ufe of the ava. There is 
fomething very fingular in the hiflory of this 
pernicious drug. When Captain Cook firft vifit- 
cd the Society Iflands, it was very little known 
among them. On his fecond voyage, he found 
the ufe of it very prevalent at Ulietea ; but it had 
ftill gained very Ihtle ground at Otaheite. When 
wc were laft there, the dreadful hayock it bad 
made was beyond belief, irifomuch that the cap- 
tain fcarce knew many of his old acquaintances. 
At the Friendly Iflands, it is alfo conftantly drunk 
by the chiefs, but fo much diluted with water, 
that it does not appear to produce any bad ef- 
fe6ts. At Atooi alfo it is ufed with great moder- 
ation, and the chiefs are, in coufequetice, a much 
finer fet of men there than in any of the neigh- 
bouring iflands. Our good friends, Kaireekeea 
and old Kaoo, were perfuaded by us to refrain 
from it } and they recovered amazingly during 
the fhort time we afterward remained in the 
iflapd. 

Not- 
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Notwitliftanding the irreparable lofs we fuf- 
fered from the Hidden refentmeat and violence of 
thefe people, yet, in juftice to their general con- 
dud, it niuft be acknowledged that they are of 
the moft mild and affedionate dilpolition 5 equal* 
ly remote from the extreme levity and ficklenefs 
of the Otaheiteans, and the diftant gravity and 
referve of the inhabitants of the Friendly Iflands. 
They appear to live in the utmoft harmony and 
friendfhip with one another. The women, whp 
had children, were remarkable for their tender 
and confhnt attention to them ; and the men 
would often lend their affiftance in thofe domef- 
tic ofiices, with a willingnefs that does credit to 
their feelings. 

The inhabitants of thefe illands differ from 
thofe of the Friendly liles, in fuffering, almoft 
univerfally, their beards to grow. There were 
indeed a few, amongfl whom was the old king, 
that cut it off eniirely, and others that wore it 
only upon the upper lip. The fame variety, in 
the manner of wearing the hair, is alfo ob- 
fcrvable here, as among the otlier illanders of 
the South Sea j belides which, they have a fa-r 
ihion, as far as we know, peculiar to themfelves. 
They cut it clofe on each fide of the head down 
to the ears. 

Both fexes wear necklaces made of firings of 
fmall variegated ihells 3 and an ornament, in the 
form of the handle of a cup, about two inches 
long, and half an inch broad, made of woo4> 
done, or ivory, finely poiilhed, which is hung 
about the neck by fine threads of twifted hair, 
doubled fometimes a hundred fold. Inilead of 
this ornament; Ibme of them wear 00 their bread 
JB b 3 a fmall 
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a fmall human figure made of bone^ fufpended in 
the fame manner. 

The cuftom of tatooing the body, they have 
in common with the rell of the natives of the 
South Sea Iflands ; but it is only at New Zealand 
and the Sandwich Iflands, that they tatoo the 
face. They have a lingular cuftom amongli 
them, the meaning of which we could never 
learn — that of tatooing the tip of the tongues of 
the females. 

The drefs of the m«n generally confifts only of 
a piece of thick cloth, called the n^ro, about ten 
or twelve inches broad, which they pals between 
the legs, and tie round the waift. This is the com* 
mon drefs of all ranks of people. Their mats, 
fome of which are beautifully manufa6tured, are 
of variqus lizes, but moftly about five feet long 
and four broad. Thefe they throw over their 
Shoulders, and bring forv/ard before j but they 
are feldora lifed, except in time of war, for whicl\ 
purpofe they leem better adapted than for or- 
dinary ule, being of a thick and cumberfom« tex- 
ture, and capable of breaking the blow of a ftone, 
or any blunt weapon. 

The eoiumon drefs of the women bears a clofa 
refemblance to that of the men. They wrap 
round the waift a piece of cloth that reaches half- 
way down the thighs, and fometimes, in the 
cool of the evening, they appeared with loofe 
pieces of fine cloth thrown over their (houlders, 
like the women of Otaheite. The pan is anothef' 
drefs very frequently worn by the younger part of 
the fex. It is made of the thinneft Jtnd linei^ 
fort of cloth, wrapt feveral times round the waift; 
and defcending to the leg, fo as to have the apv 
pearance of a full ihort petticoat. 

The 
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* The way of fpending their time appears to be 
yery fimple, and to admit of little variety. They 
rile with the fun, and, after enjoying the cool of 
the evening, retire to reft a few hours after fun'* 
iet. The making of canqes and* mats forms the 
occupations of the earees ; the women are em- 
ployed in manufacturing cloth, afid the tdwtows 
are principally engaged in the plantations and 
fifhing. 

Their mufic is of a rude kind, having neither 
flutes nor reeds, nor iuftruraents of any other fort 
that we faw, except drums of various fixes. But 
their fongs, which they fung in part^, and accom- 
pany with a gentle motion of the aras, in the 
fame manner as the Friendly Iflanders, had a ve- • 
ry pleafing effed. 

The people of thefe iflands are manifeftly di- 
vided into three claffes. The iirft are the earees, 
or chiefs, of each diftri6t 5 one of whom is fupe- 
rior to the reft, and is called at Owhyhee earee- 
taboo, and earee-moee. By the firft of thefe 
words they exprefs his abfojute authority j and 
sind by the latter, z^ll are obliged to proftrate 
themfelves (or put therpfelves to fleep, as the word 
ftgnifies) in his prefence. The fccond clafs are 
thofe who appear to enjoy a right of property, 
without authority. The third are the towtows, 
or fervants, who have neither rank nor property. 

The chiefs exercife their power over one an- 
other in the moft haughty and oppreffive manner. 
Of this I iliall give two inftances. A chief of 
the lower order had behaved with great civility 
to one of our officers ; and in return, I carried 
liim on board, and introduced him to Captain, 
Cook, who invited him to dine with us. While 
^ve were at table, Pareea, -Nvho was chief of a fu- 

perioi 
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perior order* entered, wbofe face but too plainly 
manifeiled his indignation at teeing our gueH in 
£o honourable a fituation. He immediately ieiz- 
cd him by the hair of the head, and was proceed- 
ing to drag him out of the cabin, when the cap- 
tain interfered; and, after a deal of altercation, 
all the indulgence we could obtain, without com- 
ing to a quarrel with Pareea, wag, that our gueii 
fliould be fuffered to remain, being feated upon 
the floor, whilll i^areea filled his place at the ta- 
ble. At another time, when Terreeoboo firft 
came on board the Refolution, Maiha-maiba, 
who attended him, finding Pareea on deck, turn- 
ed him out of the Ihip in the mod ignominious 
manner. 

The religion of thefe people refembles, in moft 
of its principal features, that of the Society and 
Friendly Illands. Their morais, their whattas, 
their idols, their facrifices, and their facred fongs, 
all of which they have in common with each 
other, are convincing proofs, that their religious 
notions are derived from the iJame fource. 

It has been mentioned^ that the title of Orona, 
■with all its honours, vas given to Captain Cook j 
and it is alio certain that they regarded us, gene- 
rally, as a race of people fu perior to therafelves j 
and ufed often to J*ay, that the great Eatooa dwell- 
ed in our country. 

Humaiji facrifices are more frequent here, ac- 
- cording to the account of the natives themfelves, 
than in any other iilands we vilited. Thefe hor- 
rid rites are not only had recourfe to upon the 
commencement of war, and preceding great bat- 
tles, and other fignal enterprifes; but the death 
of any confiderablc chief calls for a facrifice of 
one or more towtows, according to his rankj 

and 
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we jji'.ere told that men were cteftined to fuffer on 
tiie death of Terreebboo, 

To this clafs of tTieir cuftoms may alfo be re- 
ferred that of knocking out their fore-teeth, as a 
propitiatory facrifice to the Eatooa, to avert any 
danger or mifchief to wliiph they might be ex- 
pofed. 
. On the 15th of March, at feven in the morn- 
ing, we weighed anchor, and paffing to the north 
of Tahoora, ftood op to ihe fbuth-weft. On the 
23d, the wind, which ha4 been moderate for fome 
time, frefhened and increafed to a flrrong gale, 
which fplit fome of our old fails, and made the 
running rigging very frequently give way. This 
gale lafted twelve hoars ; it then became more mo- 
<Jerate, and continued fo till the 25 th atnoon,when 
we entirely loft it, and had only a very light air. 

On the 30th, the winds and unfettlcd ftate of 
the weather induced Captain Gierke to alter his 
plan, and at fix in the evening, we began to fteer 
north-weft, which we continued till the 6th of 
April, when we loll the trade wind. 

The ftanding orders, eftabliflied by Captain 
Cook, of airing the bedding, placing fires between 
decks, waihing them with vinegar, and fmoking 
them 'with gunpowder, were obferved without 
any intermiflion. For fop:ie time paft, even the 
operation of mending the failors old jackets had 
rifen into a duty both of difficulty and import- 
jjnce. It may be necdfary to inform thofe who 
are unacquainted with the habits of feamen, that 
they are fo accuftpmed in fliips of war to be di- 
re6ted in the care of themfelves by their officers, 
that they lofe the very idea of fore-fight, and con- 
tra6t the thoughtleffnefs of infants. I ani fure 
Ihgt if our people had been left to their own dif- 

cretio] 
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cretion alone^ we (hould have bad the whole crew • 
naked, before the voyage had been half finiihed. 
It was natural to expe^ that their experience, 
during our voyage to the north, laft year, would 
have made them fenfibJe of the neceffity of pay- 
ing fome attention to thefe matters j but if fuch 
reflections ever occurred to them, their impreffion 
vws fo tranfitory, that upon our return to the 
tropical climates, their fur jackets, and the reil 
of their cold country clothes, were kicked about 
the decks as things of no valuer though it was 
generally known, in both ihips, that we were to 
make another voyage towards the pole. They 
were of courfe picked up by the officers -, and be- 
ing put into calks, reflored about this time to the 
owners. 

On the 12th, the wind came gradually round 
to the eaft, and increafed to a flrong gale. * Ever 
fince we left the Sandwich Idands, we had been 
incommoded by a leak, which made twelve inches 
of water every hour j but as we had always been 
able to keep it under with the hand-pumps, it gave 
us no great unealinefs, till the 1 3th, when we were 
greatly alarmed by a fudden inundation that de- 
luged the whole fpace between decks. The water, 
IJi^hich had lodged in the coal-hole, not finding a 
fufficient vent into the well, had forced up the 
platforms over it, and in a moment fet every 
thing afloat. Our fituation was indeed exceed- 
ingly diflreffiog ; nor did we immediately fee any 
means of -relieving ourfeives. As foon as a pafT- 
age was made for it, the greateft part of the 
water emptied itfclf into the well, and enabled 
us to get out the reft with buckets. But the 
leak was now fo much increafed, that we were 
obliged to keep ^ne half of the people confiantly 
- • pumping 
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pumping and baking till the noon of the 15th. 
Our men bore, with great cheerfulnefs, this excef- 
live fatigue, which was much irrcreafed by their 
having no dryphce to fleepin; and on this account 
we began to ferve their fall allowance of grog. 

As we were now approaching the place where 
a great extent of land is faid to have been feen 
by De Gama, we were glad of the opportunity 
which the courfc we were ftcering gave, of con- 
tributing to remove the doubts, if any ihould be 
flill entertained, relative to this pretended difco- 
very. After ftanding off and on, the whole of 
this day, without feeing any thing of the land, 
we again fleered to the northward, not thinking 
it worth our while to lofe time in fearch of an 
obje6t, the opinion of whofe exiftcnce had been 
already pretty generally exploded. 

The fudden alteration from the fultry heat 
which we felt the beginning of this month, to the 
extreme cold which we now experienced, was 
attended with great inconvenience to us. 

On the 2111:, we faw a whale and a land-bird j 
and in the afternoon, the water looking muddy; 
we founded, but got no ground with a hundred 
and forty fathoms of line. During the three 
preceding days we faw large flocks of wild-fowl, 
of a fpecies refembling durks. This is ufually 
conlidered as a proof ot the vicinity of land 3 but 
ye bad no other figns of it fince the l6th, in 
which time we had run upwards of a hundred and 
fifty leagues. 

On the 22d, the coM was exceedingly fbvere, 
and the ropes were fo frozen, that it was with dif- 
ficulty we could force th^tn through the blocks. 

On the 23d, at fix in the morning, the land 

appeared in mountains Cor«rcd witir fnow, and 

2 extending 
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extending from north-eaft to fouth-weft, a high 
conical rock, bearing fouth-weft, at three or four 
leagues diftance. We had no fooner taken this 
imperfedt view, than we ' were covered with a 
thick fog. As food as the weather cleared up, 
we ftood in to make a nearer view of the land, 
and a more difmal and dreary prol'pe6t I never 
beheld. The coaH appears ftraight and uniform, 
having no inlets or bays ', the ground from the 
ihore, rifes in hills of a moderate elevation, be- 
hind which are ranges of mountains, whofe fum- 
mits were loft in the clouds. The whole fcene 
was entirely covered with fnow, except the lides 
of fome of the cliffs, which rofe too abruptly from 
the fea for the fnow to"lie upon them. 

The wind continued blowing very ftrong from 
the north-eaft, with thick hazy weather and fleet, 
from the 24th till the 28th. The iliip appeared 
to be a complete mafs of ice; the^ Ihrouds were 
fo incrufted with it, as to meafure in circumfe- 
rence more than double their ufual fize; and, in 
ihort, the experience of the oldeft fcaman among 
us had never met with any tiling like the conti- 
nued ftiowers of fleet, and the extreme cold 
which we now encountered. 

On the 28th, in the morning, the weather at laft 
cleared, and the wind fell to a, light breeze from 
the fame quarter as before. We had a fine warm 
day, and as we now began to expe6t a thaw, the 
men were employed in breaking the ice from off 
the rigging, mafts, and fails, in order to prevent 
its falling on our heads. About three in the 
afternoon, a fair wind iprung up from the fouth- 
ward, with which we flood in for Awatika Bay. 

Having pafled the mouth of the bay, which is 
about four miles long, we opened a large circular 

bafoa 
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bafon of twenty-five miles in circumference 5 and 
at half pail four^ came to ananchor in fix fathoms 
water. We examined every corner of the bay 
-with our glafTes, in fearch of the town of St. Peter 
and St. Paul 3 which, according to the accounts 
given us at Oonalalhka, we had conceived to be 
a place of fome ftrength and confideration. At 
length we difcovered, on a narrow point of the 
land, to the north north-eaft, a few miferable log- 
houfes and fome conical huts, raifed on poles, 
amounting in all to about thirty 5 which, from 
their fituation,.notwithfianding all the refped we 
wiriied to entertain for a Rufiian oftrog, we were 
under the neceffity of concluding to be Petro- 
paulowlka. However, in juftice to the generous 
and hofpitable treatment we found here, 1 fliall 
beg leaVe to anticipate the reader's curiofity, by 
alfuringhim that our difappointment proved to be 
more of a laughable than a ferious nature. For 
in this wretched extremity of the earth, barri- 
caded with ice, and covered with fummerfnow, 
in a poor miferable port, we met with feelings of 
humanity, joined to a greatnefs of mind, which » 
would have done honour to any nation or climate. 

During the night much ice drifted by us with 
the tide, and at day-light I was fent with the boats 
to examine the bay, and deliver the letters we 
had brought from Oonalaihka to the Ruliian com- 
mander. 

As we approached, we obferved a few men 
hurrying backward and forward, and prefcntly 
after a iledge drawn by dogs, with one of the 
inhabitants in it, came down to the fea-fide op- 
pofite to us. Whilft we were gazing at this un- 
ufual fight, and admiring the great civility of this 
iiranger, which we imagined had brought hiir 

Vol. VII. Cc t 
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to oar afiifbince, the man, after viewing us for 
fomc time very attentively, turned (hort rounds 
and went off with great fpeed towards the oftrog. 
We were not lefs chagrined than diiappointed at 
this abrupt departure, as we began to find our 
journey over the ice attended not only with great 
difficulty, but even with danger. 

When we were within a quarter of a mile of 
the oftrog, we perceived a body of armed men 
marching towards us, confifting of about thirty 
foldiers, headed by a decent looking perfon, with 
a cane in his hand. He halted within a few 
yards of us, and drew up his men in a martial 
and good orddr. I delivered to him Ifmyloft's 
letters, and endeavoured to make him underftand, 
as well as I could (though I afterwards found in. 
vain,) that we were Engliih, and had brought 
them papers from Oonalaihka. After having 
examined us attentively, he began to condud us 
towards the village in great filcnce and folemnity, 
frequently halting his men to form them in dif- 
ferent manners, and make them perform feveral 
parts of their manual exercife. 

At length we aitived at the houfe of the com- 
manding officer of the party, into which we were 
uftiered ; and after no fraall ftir in giving orders, 
and difpofing of the military without doors, our 
hoft made his appearance, accompanied by another 
perfon, whom we under ftood to be the fecretary 
of the port. One of IfmylofFs letters was now 
y opened, and the other fent off by a fpecial mef- 
fehger, to Bolcheretik, a town on the weft fide of 
the peninfula of Kamtfchatka, where the Ruffian 
commander of this province ufually refides. 

The officer, inwliofe houfe we were at prefent 
«itcrtaincd> was a fergeant, and the commander 

of 
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oftfaeofbrog. Nothing could exceed the kind- 
nefs and hoipitality of his behaviour^ after he had 
recovered from the alarm occafioned by our ar- 
r val. We found the houfe infuffcrably hot, but . 
exceedingly neat and clean. lAfter I had chang- 
cJ my wet clothes, which the fergeant's civility 
enabled me to do, by furnilhing me with a com- 
plete fuit of his own, we were invited to fit down 
to dinner, which I have no doubt was the.bcft he 
c juld procure ; and, confidexing the (hortnefs of 
time he had to provide it, was managed with 
fome ingenuity. The fergeant's wife brought in 
fcveral diihes herfelf, and was not permitted to 
£t down at table. Having finiihed our repaft, 
during which it is hardly neceffary to remark 
that our converfation was confined to a few bows, 
and other figns of mutual refpedt, we endeavoured 
to open to our holt the caufe and objects of our 
vifit to this port. As Ifmyloff had probably 
written to them on the fame fubjed in the letters 
ve had before delivered, he appeared very readily 
to conceive our meaning; but as there was unfor- 
tunately no one in the place that could talk any 
other language except Ruffian or Kamtfchadale, 
we found the utmofi difficulty in comprehending 
the information he noeant to convey to us. After 
fome time fpent in thefe endeavours to under- 
hand one another, we conceived the fum of the 
intelligence we had procured to be> that though 
no fupply, either of provifions or naval ftoreg 
were to be had at this place, yet that thefe aiti- 
cles were in great plenty at Bolcheretfk. That 
the commander would moll probably be very 
willing to give us what we wanted; but that, till 
the fcrgeant had received orders from him, nei- 
C c 2 thp»- 
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ther lie nor his people, nor the natives^ could even 
venture to go on board the fliip. 

It was now time for us to take oar leave; and 
a fledge, drawn by five dogs, with a driver, wa» 
immediately provided for each of our party. The 
faiiors were highly delighted with this mode of 
conveyance ; and what diverted them ftili more 
was, that the two boat-hooks had alfo a Hedge 
appropriated to themfelves. Thcfe fledges are fo 
light, and their conilrudtion fo well adapted to 
the purpofes for which they are intended, that 
they went with great expedition, and perfe6t 
fafety over the ice, which it would have been im- 
poflible for us, with all our caution, to have paifed 
on foot. 

On our return, we found the boats towing the 
ihip towards the village ; and at feven we got 
clofe to the ice, and moored. Next morning the 
carpenters were fet to work to ftop the leak, which 
had given us fo much trouble during our laft run. 
Several of our gentlemen paid their viiits to the 
fergeant, by whom they were received with great 
civility i and Captain Clerke fent him two bottles 
pf rum, which he underdood would be the moft 
acceptable prefent he could make him, and receiv- 
ed in return fome fine fowls of the groufe kiad, 
and twenty trouts. 

The following morning, on our obferving two 
fledges drive into the villaffc, Captain Clerke fent 
nie on fliore, to enquire wliether any meflage was 
arrived from the commander of Kamtfchatka^ 
which, according to the fergeant-s account, might 
now be expefted, in confequence of the intelli- 
gence that had been fent of our arrival. Bol- 
fheiGiik, by thp ufual foute, is ^bout one huo- 

drc4 
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<lrcd and thirty-five Englifti miles from St. Peter 
and St. Paurs. Our difpatches were feat off in a 
ilcdge drawn by dogs, on tlie 29th, about noon. 
And th^ anfwer arrived, as we afterwards found, 
early this morning; fo that they were only a little 
flaore than three days and a half in performing a 
journey of two hundred and feventy miles. 

The return of the commander's anfwer was, 
however, concealed from us for the prefent ; and 
I was told, on my arrival at the fergeant's, that 
we fhould hear from him the nex.t day. 

About ten o'clock next forenoon, we faw feve- 
ral iledges driving down to the edge of the ice, 
and fent a boat to condu6t the perfons who were 
in them on board. One of thefe was a Ruilian 
merchant from Bolcheretlk, named Fedoiitfch,and 
the other a German, called Port, who had brought 
a letter from Major Behm, the commander of 
iCamt-fchatka, to Captain Cltrke. When they 
got to the edge of the ice, and faw diiiiiidtly the 
tzc of the ihips, which lay within about two 
hundred yards from them, they appeared to be 
exceedingly alarmed; and before they would veu' 
tare to embark, defired two of our boat's crew 
might be left on Ibore as hoftages for their Hifety. 
We afterwards found that Ifmyloff, in his letter 
to the commander, had mifreprefented us, for 
what reafons we could not conceive, as two fmall 
tiading boats; and that the fergeant, who had 
only feen the fhips at a diflance, had not, in his 
difpatches, redified tlie miftake. 1 

When they arrived on board, we ftill found, 
from their cautious and timorous behaviour, that 
they were under fome unaccountable apprehen- 
fions ; and an uncommon degree of fatisfadtion 
was viiible in their counteaances^ on the German's 
C c 3 findi 
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finding a perfon amongft us, with whom he 
could converfe. This was Mr. Webber, who 
fpoke that language exceedingly well. Mr. Port 
being introduced to Captain Gierke, delivered to 
him the commander's letter, -which was written 
in German, inviting him and -his officers to Bol- 
cheretlk. Mr. Port, at the fame time acquainted 
him, that the major had conceived a very wrong 
idea of the fize of the fhips, and of the fervice 
we were engaged in; Ifmyloff, in his letter, 
having reprefented us as two fmall £ngliih pac* 
ket boats, and cautioned him to.be on his guard | 
inlinuating, that he fufpeded us to be no better 
than pirates. 

Being now enabled to converfe with the Ruf- 
fians, by the aid of our interpreter, our firfl en» 
quiries were diredted to the means of procuring 
a Aipply of frefh provifions and naval fioresi 
from the want of which we had been for fome 
time in great diftrefs. On enquiry, it appeared 
that the whole flock of live cattle, which the 
country about the bay could fumifh, amounted 
only to two heifers j and thefe the fergeant very 
readily promifed to procure us. Our applications 
we^e next made to the merchant, but we found 
the terms, upon which he offered to fcrve us, fo 
exorbitant, that Captain Clerke thought it ne- 
ceifary to fend an officer to vifit the commander 
at Bolcheretlk, and to enquire into the pri#e of 
itores at that place. 

• Captain Clerke having thought proper to fix 
on me for this fervice, I received orders, together 
with Mr. Webber, who was to accompany roc as 
an interpreter, to be ready to fct out the next day. 

Captain Gore was now added to our party, and 
Vc were attended by Meffirs. Port and rcdofitfcb, 

with 
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^ith two CofTacks, and were provided by our 
condu6tors with warm furred clothing; a pre- 
caution which we foon found very neceffary, as 
it began to fnow brifkly juH after we fet out. 

On the morning of the fecoqd day, we were 
met by the Toioa, or Chief of Karaicbin, who 
had been apprized of our coming, and bad pro- 
vided canoes that were lighter^ and better con- 
trived for navigating the higher parts of the ri-* 
Ycr Awatlka. We now went on very rapidly, tho 
ioion*s people being both ilout and freih, and 
remarkable for their expertnefs in this butinefs, 
At ten we got to the oftrog, the feat of his com- 
mand, where we were received at the water-fide 
by the Kamtfchadale men aild women, and fome 
Buflian fervants belonging to Fcdofitfch, who 
were employed in making canoes. They were all 
dreflcd out in their beft clothes. 

This oftrog was pleafantly fituated by the fide 
of the river. We were conduced to the dwell-? 
ing of the toion, who was a plain decent m^Uj 
born of a Ruilian woman by a Kamtfchadale fa** 
ther. His houfe, like all the red in this coun- 
try, was divided into two apartments. A long 
Barrow table, with a bench round it, was all the 
furniture we faw in the outer; and the houfe- 
hold ftufi' of the inner, which was the kitchen^ 
was not Jels fimple and fcanty. But the kind 
attention of our hoft, and the hearty welcome 
we received, more than compenfated for the po.-? 
vcrty of his lodgings. 

Whilil we were at dinner in this miferable 
hat, the guells of a people, with whofe exiflenre 
we had before been icarcely acquainted, and at 
the extremity of the habitable globe, a folitary 
balf^worn pewter fpoou^ wboi(e ihape was fam«- 
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liar to US, attraded our attention ; and on exa- 
mination we found it ihrniped on the back with 
the word London. I cannot pafs over this cir- 
curaftance in filence, out of gratitude for the 
many pleafant thoughts^ the anxioas hopes^ and 
tender remembrances it excited in us. Thofc 
who have experienced the effedb, that long ab- 
fence and extreaie diftance from their native 
country produce on the mind, will readily con- 
ceive the pleafure fnch trifling incidents can give. 

We were now to qoit the river, and perform 
the next part of our journey on fledges. 

After walking about the village, which con- 
tained nothing remarkable, we returned to fup- 
per, and afterwards took a fliort repofe ; but we 
wfere foon awakened by the melancholy bowlings 
of the dogs, which continued all the time our 
baggage was lathing upon the fledges; but a^ 
foon as they were yoked, and we were all pre- 
pared to fet out, this changed into a light cheer- 
ful yelping, which entirely ceafed the inflant 
they marched off. Thefe dogs are in fliape 
fomewhat like the Pomeranian breed, but confi* 
derably larger. 

As we did not chufc to trnft to our own ikill, 
we had each of us a man to drive and guide the 
fledge, which, from the ftate the roads were now 
in, proved a very laborious bufinefs. I had a 
very good-humoured Coflack to attend m^, -wiio 
was, however, fo very unfltilful i n his buiinefs, that 
we were overturned almofi every minute, to the 
great entertainment of the reft of khe company. 
Oar party confided, in all, of ten fledges. That 
in which Captain Gore was carried, was made of 
two laflied together, and abundantly provided 
with furs and bear ikias; it Jiad ten dogs, yoked 

four 
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four abreaftj as had alfo fome of thofe that 
were heavy laden with baggage. 

When we had proceeded about four miles, it 
begap to rain j which, added to the darknefs of 
the night, threw us all into confufion. It was, 
at laft, agreed that we Ihould remain where we 
were till day-light j and, accordingly, wrapping 
ourfelyes up in our furs, we waited patiently for 
morning. About three o'clock we were called 
on to fet out, our guides being apprehenlive that 
if we waited longer, we might be flopped by the 
thaw, and neither be able to proceed nor to re- 
turn. After encountering many difficulties, 
which were principally occafioned by the bad 
condition of the road, at two in the afternoon 
we got fafe to an oflrog, called Natcheekin. 

We were received here in the fame hofpitablc 
manner as at Karatchin, and in the afternoon we 
went to vifit a remarkable hot fpring which is 
pear this village. "We faw, at fome diftance, the 
fleam rifing from it, as from a boiling caldron ; 
and as we approached, perceived the air had 4 
ftrong fulphureous fmell*. The main fpring forms 
a bafon of about three feet in diameter 5 befides 
which, there are a number of lefler fprings, of 
the fame degree of heat, in the adjacent ground ; 
fo that the whole fpot, to the extent of near an 
acre, was fo hot, that we could not ftand two 
minutes in the fame place. The water flowing 
from thefc fprings is collected ip a fmall bathing 
pond, and afterward forms a little rivulet; 
which, at the diftance of about a hundred and 
fifty yards, falls into the river. The bath, they 
told us, had wrought great cures in feveral difor? 
dcrs, fuch as rheumatifms, fwelled and contradt- 
f d JQints^ and fcorbutic ulcers. 

The 
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The next morning we embarked on thie Bol- 
choireka in canoes. The country on each ^d€ 
was very romantic^ but unvaried; the river run- 
ning between mountains of the mofl craggy and 
barren afped, where there was nothing to diver- 
iify the fcene, but now and tlien the light of a 
bear, and the flights of wild-fowl. 

At day-light, on the 12th, we found we had 
got clear of the mountains, and were entering- 
a low, extenfive plain, covered with ihnibVy 
trees. About nine in the forenoon we arrived 
at an oftrog, called Opatchin, which is computed 
to be fifty miles from Natcheekin, and is nearly 
of the fame fize as Karatchia. We found here a 
fergeant with four Ruflian foldiers, who had 
been two days waiting for our arrival ; and who' 
i^nmediately difpatched a light boat to Bolche- 
rctlk with intelligence of our approach. Thd 
remainder of our paflage was performed with 
great facility and expedition,^ the rivef growing 
more rapid as we defcended, and lefs obftru^ed 
by rtioals. 

As we approached the capital, we were forry 
to obferve, from an appearance of much ftir and 
buttle, that we were to be received in form. 
Decent clothes had been, for fome time, a 
fcarce commodity amongft us ; and our travel- 
ling drefles were made up of a burlefque mix- 
ture of European, Indian, and Kamtfchadalc 
faihions. Tlie manner in which we were re- 
ceived by the commander was the moft engaging 
that could be conceived, and increafed my mor- 
tification at finding, that he had almoft entirely 
forgotten the French language ; fo that the fatif- 
faftion of convcrfing with him was wliolly con- 
fined 
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fined, to Mr. Webber, ^k^ho'fpoke the Giermai), 
his native tongue. 

In company with Major Behm was Captain 
ShmakfF^ the fecond iu command, and another 
officer, with the whole body of the merchants qf 
the place. They condu6ied u$ to the command- 
.cr's houfe, where we were .received by his lady 
vith great civility, and found tea and other re- 
frefbments prepared for us. 

About feven o'clock, the commander, conceiv- 
ing we might be fatigued with oux journey, and 
dcfirous.of taking fome repofc, begged he might 
conduct us to our lodgings.- In our way we 
pailed by two guard-houfes, where the men were 
turned out under arms, in compliment to Cap- 
tain Gore J and were afterward brought to a 
very neat and decent hmiie, which the major 
gave us to underftand was to be our rcfidcnoe 
during our ilay. Two fentinels were pofled at 
the deor; and, in a houfe adjoining, there was a 
fergeant's guard. Here the major took his leaVc> 
-with a promife to fee us next ctoy. 

Early in the morning, we received the compli- 
ments of the commander, of Captain, SbmalefT^ 
and of the principal inhabitants of the town, 
who all honoured us with vtiits foon after. The 
two firft having fent for Port, after we wece 
gone to reil, and enquired of him, what articles 
we feemed to be moil in want of on board the 
ihips ; we found them prepared to infift on our 
Sharing with the garrifon under their commands 
in what little liock of provifions they had re- 
maining. 

We agreed to accept the liberality of thefc 
hofpi table ^Irangers,. with the beA grace we 
cQuldi but on coaditioDi that we might be ooa^ 

acquainti 
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acquainted with the price of the articles we 
were to be fupplied with; and that Captain 
Gierke (hould give bills to the amount upon the 
Vidualling Office in London. This the major 
pofitivcljr refufed; and whenever it was after- 
ward urged, (topped us ihort, by telling us, he 
was certain, that he could not oblige his miftrefs 
more, than in giving every affillance in his power 
to her good friends and allies the £ngliih. 

In return for fuch fingular generofity, we had 
little to beflow but our admiration and our 
thanks. Fortunately, however. Captain Gierke 
had fent by me a fet of prints and maps, belong* 
ing to the laft voyage of Captain Cook, which 
he defired me to prefent in his name to the com- 
mander ; who, being an enthuliaft in every thing 
relating to difcbveridfe, received it with a fatif- 
faAion which (hewed that, though a trifle, no- 
thing could have been more acceptable. Captain 
Gierke had Hkewife entrufled me with a difcre- 
tionary power, of (hewing him a chart of the 
difcoveries made in the prefent voyage 5 and as I 
judged, that a pcrfon in his lituation, and of his 
turn of mind, would be exceedingly gratified by 
a communication of this fort, I made no fcruple 
to repofe in him a confidence, of which his whole 
conduGt (hewed hini to be deferving. 

I had the plea fare to find, that he felt th's 
compliment as I hoped he would, and was much 
ftruck at feeing in one view, the whole of that 
.fcoaft, as well on the fide of Afia ,as on that of 
America, of which his countrymen had been fo 
many years employed in acquiring a partial and 
imperfe6t knowledge. 

We dined this day at the commander's, who, 
^udiotts on ewery occafion to gratify our curiofi- 
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ty, had, bcfidcs a nmnber of diflies drefled in our 
own way, prepared a great variety of others, 
after the Ruffian and Kamtfchadale manner. 
The afternoon was employed in taking a view of 
the town, and bf the adjacent country. Bdlche- 
retik is iituated in a low fwampy plain^ that ex- 
tends to the fea of Okot(k, being about forty 
miles long, and of a coniiderable breadth. It 
lies on the north fide of the Bolchoi-reka, (or 
great river). Below the town, the river is from 
jix to eight feet deep, and about a quarter of & 
mile broad. There is no corn, of any fpecies, 
cultivated in this part of the Country 5 and Major 
Behm informed me, that his was the pnly garden 
-that had yet been planted. • I faw about twenty 
or thirty cows 5 and the major .had fix ftoul 
horfes. Thefe, and iheir dogs, are the only tame 
animals they pofifefs. ^ 

The houfes in Bolcheretfk are M of one fafhion, 
being built of logs and thatched. That of the 
commander is much larger than the reft, confift- 
ing of three rooms of a confiderable fize, neatly 
papered, and which might have been reckoned 
handfome, if the talc, with which the windows 
were covered, had not given them a poor and 
difagreeable appearance. The inhabitants,- taken 
all together, amount to between five and fik 
hundred. 

The next morning we applied privately to the 
merchant Fedofitfch, to purchafe fome tobacco 
for the failors, who had been upward 6f a twelvcs 
month without this favourite commodity. Howu 
ever, this, like all our other tranfadtibns of the 
fame kind, came immediately to the major's 
knowledge 5 and we were foon after furprifed tb 
find, in our houfe, four bags of tobacco^ weigh- 

Vol. VII. D d ing 
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ing opwdrd of a hondred pounds each* irhidi bt 
begged might be prefeoted in the nanie of him- 
felt', and the gairilbn under his commaad, to our 
iailors. At the fame time^ thej had font us 
twenty loaves of fine fagar, and as many ponods 
of tca» being articles they nnderftood we were in 
great want of^ which they begged to be indulged 
in prefenting to the offioers. Along with th^e, 
JMadame Bd^ had alio feat a prefent fur Cap- 
tain Gierke;, confiiting of frelh butter, honey* 
ligs, rice, and fome other little things of the 
iame kind, attended with many wifhes, that in 
his infirm fiate of health, they might be of fer- 
vice to him. It was in vain we tried to oppofe 
this profiifion of bounty, which I was really anxi- 
ous to reliraioy being convinced that they were 
giving away, not a ihare, but almoft the whple 
flock of the garrifon. 

We dined this day with Captain Shmaleff, and 
in the afternoon, in order to vary our amufe- 
ments, be (treated us with an eiihibition of the 
JLuiiian and Kamtfchadale dancing. No defcrip- 
tion can convey an adequate idea of this rude 
and unoouth entertainment. The %i»e of the 
Ruffian dance was much like thofe of our horn- 
pipes, -and was performed either fingle, or by 
two or four perfoos^at a tio^e* Their fieps were 
fhort and quick, with the feet fcarce raifed from 
the grobod. ' BiH if the Ruffian dance was ridi- 
culous; the j^amtfcibadale was the moft whinafi- 
jcal idiea thaX ^ever. entered into any people's 
Jheads. It is intended to reprefent the awkward 
•odidumfy gefhires of the bear. The body was 
always bowed, and the knees bent, whilfl the 
."Bxms were ufed in imitating the tricks an 4 atti- 
4l}das of that acijiaal* 

As 
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As our journey to Bolcheretik had taken up 
more time than we expeded, and were lold 
that our return might prove ftill more difficult 
and tedious, we were under the ncceffity of ac- 
quainting the commander this evening, with our . 
iDtcntioti of fetting out the next day. We were 
moft agreeably furprifed, when the major told 
us, that if we could Hay one day longer, he 
would accompany us; as he fliouldfcel great 
pleafure in returning with us to St. Peter and 
St. Paul s, that he might himfelf be a witnefs of 
every thing done for us, that it was in their 
power to do. 

We afterwards dined with the commander, 
who, in order to let us fee as much of the man- 
ners of the inhabitants, and of the cuftoms of 
the country, as our 'time would permit, invited 
the whole of the better fort -of people in the vil- 
lage to his boufe this evening. All the women 
appeared very fplendidly drefled, after the Kamt- 
fchadale faihion. The whole was like fome en- 
chanted fcene in the mitift- of the wildefl and 
moft dreary country in the world. Onr enter-. 
tainment again confifted of dancing and linging. 

The next morning, being fixed for our depart- 
ure, we retired early to our lodgings, where the 
firft things we faw were three travelling drefles, 
made after the fafhion of the country, which the 
major had provided for us. Indeed, what with 
his liberal prefents, and the kindnefs of Captain 
ShmalefF, and many other individuals, who all 
begged to throw in their mite, together with the 
ample ftock of provifions he had fent us for our 
journey, we had amafled no inconfiderable load 
ofbaggage, 

D d 2 DuriD| 
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During the ooarfe of oiir journey, we were 
much pleafed with the great good-^will with 
whioh the toions, and their. Kamtfchadales, af- 
forded us their ailiftance at the different oftrogs 
through which we paifed ; and I could not but 
obferve the pleafure that appeared an their eotin- 
tenancesi on feeing the major, and their flrong 
expreifions of forrow, on hearing he was fo fooa 
going to leave them. 

We had difpatcbed a meifenger to Captain 
Gierke, from Bolcheretlk, with an account of 
our reception, and of the major's intention of re*- 
turning with us; at the fame time, apprizing 
him of the day he might probably expe6i to fee 
us. The major was much flruck at the robufi 
and healthy appearance of the boats crews, and 
ftill more at feeing mofl of them without any 
other covering than a ihirt and trowfers, al- 
though at the very moment it adually fnowed. 

When Major Behm arrived, he was faluted 
with tliirteen guns, and received with every 
other mark of diflin6lioD that it was in our 
power to pay him. 

After vifiting Captain Clerke, ^nd taking a 
view of both the (hips, he returned to dinner on 
board the Refolution ; and, in the afternoon, the 
various curiofitics we had collected in the courfe 
of our voyage were fliewn him, and a complete 
affortment of every article, prefeuteJ to him by 
the captain. On this occasion I mud not pafs 
over aq inilancc of great gcnerofity and gratitude 
in the failors of both fliips j who, when they w^re 
told of the handfonie prefent of tobacco that was 
q[iade them by the major, defired, entirely of 
their own accord, that their grog might be ftop-» 
led, and their allowance of fpirits prelcnted, on 

their 
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&t!tr part, to the garrifon of BolchcreHk. We 
could not but admire fo extraordinary a facri- 
fioe^ and that they iraght not fuffer by it. Cap- 
tain Gierke and tiic tc& of the officers fubftitut- 
ed, in the room of the very froall quantity the 
najor oould be "prevailed on to accept, the fame 
quantity of rum. This, with a dozen or two of 
Cape wine, for Madame Behm, and fuoh other 
Kttle prefents as were in our power to beftow, 
were accepted in the moft obliging man>ner. 

Major Behra having reiigned the command of 
Kamtfchatka, intended to have fet out in a ihort 
time for Peterftaurg ; and he now offered to 
charge himfelf with any difpatches we might 
truft to his care. Thh was an opportunity not 
to be neglected ; and Captain Gierke, being per- 
fuaded that the whole account of our difcoverie^ 
might fafely be trufted to a perfon who had given 
fuch flriking proofs both of his public and pri- 
vflfte virtues, and confidering that we had a yery 
hazardous part of the voyage ftill to tindertake, 
determined to fend by him, the whole of the 
journal of our late commander, with that part of 
his own which completed the period from Cap- 
tarn Cook's death, till our arrival at Kamtfchatka; 
together with a chart of all our difcoveries, to 
be delivered to our an^baffador at the Ruffian 
court. 

During the three following days, the major 
was entertained alternately in the two ihips, in 
the bed manner we ware able. On <the 25(;h he 
took his leave, and was fainted with thirteen 
gnns J and the failofs, at their own deiire, gave 
faim three cheers. 

Short as our acquaintance had been with Ma- 
jor Behm, his noble and difintereiied condu6tt 
D d 3 .had 
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had infpired ns with the higbeft refpe^ and 
efteem for him. The intriniic valae of the pri- 
vate prefents we received from him, exclofive of 
the iiores, muil have amoujited to upwards of 
two hundred pounds. -But this generolity was 
far exceeded by the delicacy with which all hia 
favours were conferred. " The fervice in which 
yon are cinpioyed/' he would often fay, " is for 
the general advantage bf mankind, and therefore 
gives you a right, not merely to the offices of hu« 
inanity, but to the privileges of citizens, in 
whatever country you may be thrown. I an\ 
fure I am adiog agreeably to the wi flies of my 
^miftrefs, in affording you all the relief in our 
pdwer ; and I cannot forget either her charader, 
or my own honour > fo much as to barter for the 
performance of a duty." 

During the time that the ihips lay in the har- 
bour of St. Peter and St. Paul, Captain Gierke's 
health continued daily to decline, notwithfiand- 
ing rhe falutary change of diet which the country 
of Kamtfchatka afforded him, 
' On the ift of June, we got on board nine 
thoufand pounds weight of rye flour, with which 
we,were fupplied from the ilores of St. Peter and 
St. Paal } and the Difcovery had a proportional 
quantity. The men were immediately put on 
full allowance of bread, which they had not 
been indulged in fince our leaving the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

June 4th, we had freih breezes and hard rain, 
which difappointed us in our deiign of dreOing 
the ihips, and obliged us to content ourfelves 
with firing twenty-one guns, in honour of thQ 
day, and celebrating it in other refpcas in the 
teft n^nner ve were able. 

On 
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. Oft. the 6th, twenty head of cat lie, of a mode- 
rate lize, were fent us by the commander's or* 
dera from the Verchnei oftro^, which is near a 
hundred miles from this place in a dired line. 
They arrived in good condition. The eight 
following d^iys were employed in making ready 
for fea. ' 

Before day-light, on the 15th, we were far- 
prifed with a rumbling Doife, refembling didant 
hollow thunder ; and when the day broke, we. 
found the decks and (ides oi the fhips covered 
with a fine duft like emery, near an inch thick. 
The air at the fame time continued loaded and 
darkened with this fubftance ; and, toward the 
volcano mountain, iituated to the north of the 
harbour, it was fo thick and black, that we could 
not diftinguifh the body of the hill. Along with 
the cinders fell fcveral fmall ftones, which had 
undergone no change from the adion of fire. In 
the evening we )iad dreadful thunder and light- 
ning, which, with the darknefs of the atmof- 
phere, and the fulphureous fmell of the air, pro- 
duced altogether, a moil awful and terrifying ef- 
fe&. We were at this time about eight leaguec 
from the foot of the mountain. 

The afped of the dountry was now very differ- 
ent from what it had been on our firii arrival. 
The fnow had difappeared^ and the fides of the 
hills were covered with a beautiful verdure. 

As it was Captain Gierke's intention to keep 
as much in fight of the coaft of Kamtfcbatka as 
the weather would permit, the volcano was flill 
fcea throwing up immenfe volumes offmoke; 
and we had no foundings with one- hundred and 
fifty fathoms, at the diilance of four leagues 
from the ihore. 
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At fioon> On th« 6th of JUI7, we pafled a con- 
fiderable number of large mafles of ice ; and, ob* 
lerving that it dill adhered, in feveral places, to 
the fliore on the continent of Afia, we were not 
Ihuch farprifed to fall in, at three in the after* 
Hood, with an extenfive body of it, Ib^tcking 
away to the weftward. This fight gave great 
difcotrragenmen t to our hopes of advanci ng much 
Arther aorthward thh year than we had the pre* 
ceding. 

Havitig little wind in the Afternoon, we hoift- 
ed OTHt the boats, in. purfuit of the iea-horfes, 
which were in great nombers upon the detached 
pieces of icp ; but they foon returned withont 
fuccefs} thefe anirtials being exceedingly fliy, 
and before they could come within gun-lhot, al- 
ways tnaking their retreat into the water. 

We had failed, by the 9th, near forty leagues 
to the weftward, along the edge of the ice, with- 
out feeing any opening, or a clear fea to the 
northward beyond it^ and had therefore no pro- 
fpe6t of advancing farther north for the prefent. 

On the 10th we hoifled out the boats again, 
And fent them in purfuit of the fea-hcu-fes, wbich 
were in great numbers on the pieces of ice that 
fbrrounded us. Our people were more facceff- 
ful than they had been before, returning with 
three large ones and a young otie, befides killing 
and wounding feveral others. The gentlemen 
who went on this party were-witndTes of feveral 
remarkable inftanoes of parental afie^ion in thofe 
dnimals. On the approach of our boats toward 
the ioe, they all- took their cubs under their fins, 
and endeavoured to efcape with thorn into the 
fca. 
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At eight in tlie evening, a breeze fprung up 
to the eaftward, with which we ftiil continued 
our courfe to the fouthward, and at twelve fell 
in with numerous large bodies of ice. Wc en- 
deavoured to puih through them with an eafy 
fail, for fear of damaging the ihip 3 and, having 
got a litde farther to the fouthward, nothing 
was to he feen but one compaft field of ice, 
iiretchiug to the ,lbuth-weft, fouth-eaft^ and 
nprth-eaft, as far as the eye could reach. 

We continued to fleer northward, with a mo- 
derate foutherly breeze and fair weather, till the 
I3th at ten in the forenoon, when we again found 
ourfelves clofe in with a folid field of ice, to which 
we could fee no limits from the mafihead. This 
at oncedaihed ail our hopes of penetrating far- 
ther. 

Captain Gierke now refolved to make one 
more, and final attempt on the American co^ft» 
for Baffin's or Hudfon s Bay, fince we had beea 
able to advance the farthefi on this fide lafi year. 
Accordingly, we kept working the remaining 
part of the day to tire windward, with a freik 
eafierly breeze. 

On the l£th, in the forenoon, we found our- 
felves enjbayed j the ice having taken a fudden 
turn to the ibath-eail, and in one compa6t body 
fiirrounding us on 9II fides, except on the fouth 
quarter. We therefore hauled our wind to the 
fouthward, being at this time in twenty-fix fa- 
thoms water; and, as we fuppofed, about twen- 
ty-five leagues from the coaft of America. 

On the 18th, in the niorning, we pafied fome 
fxnall logs of drift-wood, and law abundance of 
fea-parrots, and the fmall icebirds, and likewjie 
^ number of whales. Ahoat nine in the even- 
in; 
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ing ft white bear was fecn fwimming clofc by the 
Bifcovery; it afterwards made to the ice, on 
which were alfo two others. 

On the 19th, at one in the morning, the wea- 
ther clearing up, we were (0 completely embay- 
ftd> that there was no opefeing left, but to the 
fouth 5 to which quarter we accordingly direded 
our courfe, returning through a remarkably 
iinooth water. We were never able to penetrate 
farther north than at this time> and this was five 
leagues fliort of the point to which we advanced 
laft feafon. 

In the afternoon we faw two white bears in 
the water, to which we immediately gave chace 
in the jolly boat, and had the good fortune to 
kill them both. The larger, which probably was 
the dam of the younger, being fliot firft, the 
Other would not quit it, though it might eafily 
have efcaped on the ice while the men were re- 
loading, but remained fwimming about, till, af- 
ter being fired upon feveral times, it was (hot 
dead. The weight of the largeft was four hun- 
dred aftd tbirty-fix pounds. 

Thefe animals afforded us a few excell^t 
meals of frelh meat. The flefli had indeed a 
ftrong fifliy tafte, but was in every refpeft infi- 
nitely fuperior to that of the fe^-horfe ; which, 
i!ieverthelefs^ our people were again perfuaded, 
without much difficulty, to prefer to their falted 
ppovifions. 

At eight in the morning of the 21ft, the wind 
freihening, atod the fog clearing away, we faw 
the American ooaft to , the foiith-eaft, at the 
diftancc of eight or ten leagues, and hauled in for 
it i but were (topped again by the ice, and oblig- 
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cd to hear away to the weftward along the edge 
of it. 

Thus a conne6ted folid field of ice, rendering 
every effort we could make to a nearer approach 
to the land, fruitlefs, and joining, as we judged, 
.to it, we took a farewel of a north-eaft paffage tp 
.Old England. Lfliall beg leave to give, in Cap- 
tain Gierke's own words, the reafons of this hi# 
final determination, as well as of his future plans j 
and this the rather, as it is the laft tranfa6tion his 
health permitted him to write down. 

" It is now irapoflible to proceed the leaft far- 
ther to the northward upon this coaft ( America)j 
jind it is equally as improbable that this amaz- 
ing mafs of ice ihould be diifolved by the few re- 
maining fummer-weeks which will terminate 
this feafon^ but it will continue, it is to be be^ 
lieved, as it now is, an infurmountable barrier 
to every attempt we can poffibly make. I there- 
fore thiuJk it the bed ftep that can be taken, for 
the good of the fervice, to trace the fea over t<^ 
the Afiatic coaft, arid to try if I can find any 
opening that will admit me farther north -, if not, 
to fee what more is to be done upon that coaft, 
y^here I hope, yet cannot much flatter myfelf, 
to meet with better fuccefs j for the fea isnow 
tp choked with ice, that a paiTage, I 'fear,, is to- 
tally out of the queftion." 

Captain Gierke having determine^, for tbp 
reafons juft afiigned, to give up all farther at- 
tempts on the.c9^ft of America, aivi to make his 
iaft efforU in Search of a paiTage on ti^Q CQaft of 
the oppofile continent, we con ti,nu^d> .during the 
afternoon of the 2lft of July, to fteer to the 
weft north- weft, through louch loofeice. 

1 ] 
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In the morning of the 23d, the clear \tater. 
In- which we continued to Itaud to and fro, did 
not exceed a mile and a half, and was every in- 
ftant lelfening. At length, after nling our ut- 
moft endeavours to clear the loofe ice, we were 
driven to theneceflity of forcing a paffage to the 
fouthward, which, at half paft feven, we accom- 
plilhed, but not without fubjeirting the ihip to 
iome very fevere fhocks. The Difcovery was 
lefs fuccefsful. For, at eleven, when they had 
nigh got clear-out, (he became fo' entangled by 
fcveral large pieces, that her way was llopped, 
and immediately dropping to leeward, ihe fell, 
broadfide foremoft, on the edge of a confiderable 
body of ice }' and having at the fame time an open 
fea. to windward, the furf caufcd her to ftrike 
violently upon it. This mafs, at length, either 
fo far broke, or moved, as to fet them at liberty 
to make another trial to efcapc ; Ijut^ unfortu- 
nately, before the fhip gathered way enough to 
be under command, Ihe agnin fell to leeward on 
another fragment 5- and the fwell making it un- 
iafe to lie to windward, and finding no chance 
of getting clear, they pufhed into a I'mall open- 
ing, furled their fails, and toade faft with iee- 
hooks. 

In this 'dangerous (ituation, we faw them at 
noon, about three miles from us, a frefh gale 
driving more ice to the north- weft, and increaf- 
ing'the body that lay between us. To add to 
the gloomy apprefienfions which began to force 
themfelves oh us, at half pail four in the after- 
noon, the weither^becoming thidk and hazy, we 
loft 'fight of 'the Difcovery: Our apprehenfions 
for her -fafety did' not cesifG till nine, when we 
heard her guns in anfwer to ours; and foon after, 
^ being 
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being hailed by her, were informed that, upoa 
the change of wind, the ice began to fepa- 
rate j and that, fettiag all their fails, they forced 
a paflTage through it, though with confiderable 
damage. 

On the 24th, we had frefli breezes from fouth- 
■weft, with hazy weather, and kept running to 
the fouth-eaft till eleven in the forenoon, whea 
a large body of loofe ice, to which we could fee 
no end, again obftruded our courfe. 

As it was now neceflary to come to fome detetf 
mination, with refpedt to the courfe we were 
next to fleer. Captain Gierke fent a boat with 
the carpenters on board the Difcovery, to en- 
quire into the particulars of the damage ihe had 
luftained. They returned in the evening with 
the report, that the damages they had received, 
would require three weeks to repair. 

Thus, finding a farther advance to the north- 
ward, as well as a nearer approach to either con- 
tinent, obftru6ted by a fea blocked up with ice, 
we judged it both injurious to the fervice, as well 
as fruitlcfs, with refpe6l to the dcfign of our voy- 
age, to make any farther attempts toward a paflf- 
age. This, added to the reprefentations of Cap- 
tain Gore, determined Captain Gierke to fail for 
Awatfka Bay, to repair our damages there; and, 
before the winter Ihould fet in, to explore the 
coaft of Japan. 

I will not endeavour to conceal the joy that 
brightened the countenances of every individually 
as fooQ as Captain Gierke's refolutions were 
made known. We were all heartily fick of a na- 
vigation full of danger, and in which the utmoft 
perfeverance had not been repaid with the fmall- 
^ft probability of fuccefs. We therefore turned 
Vol-. VII. E e our 
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our faces home, after an abfence of three yeary, 
with a delight and fatisfa6tion which, notwith- 
Ihinding the tedious voyage we had Hill to make, 
and the immenfe diftance we had to run, were 
as freely entertained, and perhaps as fully en- 
joyed, " as if we had been already in fight of 
the Land's End. 

Captain Gierke was now no longer able to get 
out of his bed ; he therefore defired that the offi- 
cers would receive their orders from me, and di- 
rcded that we fhould proceed with all fpeed to 
Awatfka Bay. The wind continuing we£lerly» 
we ftood on to the fouth till early on the morn- 
ing of the 19th, when, after a few hours rain, it 
blew from the eaftward and freihened to a flrong 
gale. We accordingly made the moll of it while 
it lulled, by Handing to the wellward, under all 
the fail we could carry. On the 21 ft, at half 
pall five in the morning, we faw a ven' high 
peaked mountain, on the coall of Kamtfchatka, 
called Cheepoonlkoi Mountain, twenty-five or 
thirty leagues diftant. 

On the 22d of Auguft 1779, ^t nine o'clock in 
the morning, departed this life. Captain Charles 
Clerke, in the thirty-eighth year of his age. He 
died of a conlumption, which had evidently 
commenced before he left England, and of which 
the had lingered during the whole voyage. His 
very gradual decay had long made him a melan- 
choly obje^ to his friends; yet the equanimity 
with which he bore it, the conftant flow of good 
fpirits, which continued to the lall hour, and a 
cheerful relignation to his fate, afforded them 
fome confolation. It was impoflible not to feel 
a more than common degree of compaffion for 
a pcrfon, whofc whole lifeiad been a continued 

fccae 
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fceneof thofe difficulties and hard{liips,,to which 
a Teaman's occupation is fabje6t, and under 
which he at laft funk. He was brought up to 
the navy from his earlieft youth, and had beea 
in feveral a6tions during the war which begaa 
in 1756; particularly in that between the Bello- 
na and Courageux, where, being Rationed in th6 
mizen-top, he was carried overboard with the 
maft, but was taken up without having received 
«ny hurt. He was midfhipman in the Dolphin, 
commanded by Commodore Byron, on her firft 
voyage rourfd the world, and afterwards ferved 
on the American ftation. In 17O&, he made hi» 
fecond voyage round the world in the Endea- 
vour, as mailer's mate, and, by the promotion 
which took place during the expedition, he re- 
turned a lieutenant. His third voyage round the 
world was in the Refolution, of which he was 
appointed the fecond lieutenant; and foon after 
his return, in 1775, he was promoted to the rank 
of matter and commander. When the prefent ex- 
pedition was ordered to be ifitted out, he was ap- 
pointed to the Difcovery, to accompany Captaii^ 
Cook, and, by the death of the latter, fucceeded, as 
has been already mentioned, to the chief command. 
It would be doing his memory extreme injuf- 
tice, not to fay, that, during the fhort time the 
expedition was under his diredion, he was 
mod zealous and anxious for its fuccefs. His 
health, about the time the principal command 
devolved upon him, began to decline very ra- 
pidly, and was every way unequal to encounter 
the rigours of a high northern climate. Bat thfc 
vigour and aAivity of his mind had, in no fhape, 
fuffered by the decay of his body : and though he 
iuiew that, by delaying his return to a warmer 
£ e 2 climatej 
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climate, he was giving up the 'only chance that 
remained for his recovery, yet careful and jeal- 
ous to the laft degree, that a regard to his own 
fituation ihould never bias, his judgment to the 
prejudice of the fervice, he perfevered in the 
learch of a paiTage, till it was the opinion of 
every officer in both ihips, that it was impradi- 
cable, and that any farther attempts would not 
on]y be fruitlefs, but dangerous. 

Next day we anchored in the harbour of St 
Peter and St.. Paul, when our old friend, thcfer- 
geant, who svas dill the commander of the place, 
came on board with a prefent of berries, intends 
cd for our poor deceaied captain. He was ex- 
ceedingly afleded when we told him of his death, 
and Ihewed him the coffin thfit contained his bo- 
dy. He fignified his intention of fending oflf an 
exprefs to the commander of Bolcheretik, to ao* 
quaint him with our arrival, and Captain Gore 
availed himfelf of that occafion of writing him a 
letter, in which he requeued that jQxteen head 
of black cattle might be fent with all poffible ex- 
pedition. 

In the morning of the 25th, Captain Gore 
made out the new commiffions, in confequenoe 
of Captain Gierke's death 5 appointing himfelf 
to the command of the Refolution, and me to 
the command pf the Difcovery; and Mr. Lan-. 
yan, maller!s mate of the Refolution, who had 
ferved in that capacity on board the Adventure 
in the former voyage, was promoted to the vacant 
lieutenancy, Thefe promotions produced feveral 
other arrangements of courfe. The artificers were 
now bufily employed.in the neceflary repairs. 

On Sunday afternoon, Auguft the 2dth, we 
paid the laft offices tg Captain C]erke. The offi- 
cers 
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cersand men of both fhips walkedin proceflion 
to the grave, whilft the ihips fired minute guns ; 
and the fervice being ended, the marines fired 
three volleys. He was interred under a tree, 
which Hands on a rifing ground, in the valley to 
the north fide of the harbour, where the hofpital 
and , ftore-houfes are fituated. All the Ruifians 
in the garrifon were aflembled, and attended 
with great refpeft and folemnity. 

The next day an enfign arrived from Bolche- 
retlk, with a letter from the commander to Cap- 
tain Gore; by which weunderftood, that orders 
had been given about the cattle ; and that they 
migh4 be expe6ted here in a few days ; and more- 
over, that Captain Shmaleff, the prefent com- 
mander, would hi mfelf pay us a vifit immediate- 
ly on the arrival of a ^oop which was daily ex- 
peded from Okotlk. 

On the 15th we had finiflied the repairs, got 
on board all our wood and watf*r, and were ready 
to put fo fea at a day*s notice ; but the cattle 
were not yet arrived, and as frefh provifions were 
the mod important article of our wants, we could 
not think of taking our departure without them. 
We therefore thought this a favourable opportu- 
nity of taking fome amufement on iliore. Ac- 
cordingly Captain Gore propofed a party of bear- 
hunting, which we all very readily came into ; 
but we had but indifferent fport. 

Th^ 22d, being the anniverfary of his majefty'g 
coronation, twenty-one guns Were fired, and the 
handfomed feaft our iituation would allow of, 
was prepared in honour of the day. As we were 
fitting down to dinner, the arrival of Captain 
Shmalefi* was announced. He acquainted us, 
that our not having received the fiicteen head of 
£ e 3 black 
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black cattle, we had defired might be fcnt dowi)» 
was owing to the very heavy rains at Verchnei, 
which had prevented their fetting out. Specimens 
of all our curio n ties were prefented to him $ and 
Captaib Cxore added to them a gold watch and a 
fowling-'piece. Next morning he took his leave. 
The next day I fet on foot another hunting 
party, and put myfeif under the dire^ion of the 
clerk of the pariih, who wasi^a celebrated bear- 
hunter. We arrived by fun-fet at the fide of 
one of the larger lakes. The next flep was to 
conceal ourfelves as much as podible $ and this 
we were able to do very efFe6tually among fome 
Jong grafs and brulh-wood, that grew clofe to 
the water's edge^ We had not lain long in am- 
buili, before we had the pleafure to hear the 
growlings of bears in different parts round about 
lis ; and our expedlations were foon gratified by 
the fight of one of them in the water, which 
feemcd to be fwimming dire6tly to the place 
where we lay hid. The moon at this time gave 
a con(iderable light ; and when the animal had 
advanced about fifteen yards, three of us fired at 
it pretty nearly at the fame time. The bead imme- 
diately turned Oiort on one fide, and made a noifo 
which could not properly be called roaring, nor 
growling, nor yelling, but was a mixture of all 
three, and horrible beyond defcription. It re- 
treated to fome thick buihes, at a little diftance, 
and continued to make the fame terrible noife; 
and though the Kamtfcadales were perfuaded it 
was mortally wounded, they thought itmofi ad- 
vifable not to roufe it again for the prefent. It 
was at this time pa ft nine o'clock, and the night 
threatening a change of weather, we returned 
jbome, aiid deferred the gratificatioa" of our cu* 

riofitjr 
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xiofity till morning, when we found the bear 
dead in the place to which it had been watched. 
It proved to be a female, and beyond the com* 
mon (ize. 

The Kanyfchadales very thankfully acknow- 
ledge their obligations to the bears for what little 
advancement they had hitherto made, either in 
the fciences or polite arts. They confefs that 
they owe to them all their Ikill, both in phyiic 
and furgery; that, by remarking with what 
herbs thefe animals rub the wounds they have 
received, and what they have recourfe to, when 
£ck and languid, they have become acquainted 
with moil of the iimples in ufe* among them, 
either in the way of internal medicine, or exter-p 
nal application ; they acknowledge the bears 
likewife for their dancing mailers. Indeed the 
evidence of one's fenfes puts this out of difpute j 
for, the bear-dance of the Kamtfchadales is an 
exa6t counterpart of every attitude and geilu^e 
peculiar to this animal, through its various func- 
tions ; and this is the foundation and ground- 
work of all their other dances, and what they 
value themfelves moft upon. , 

No occurrence worth mentioning took place 
till the 30th, when Captain Gore went to Para- 
tounca, to put up, in the church there, an efcut* 
cheon, prepared by Mr. Webber,, with an in- 
fcription upon it, fetting forth Captain Clerke's 
age and rank, and the objed of the expedition 
in which he was engaged at the time of his de- 
eeafe. We alfo affixed to the tree, under which 
he was buried, a board, with an infcription upoa 
it to the fame cffe€t. 

On the 2d of Odober, both fhips warped out 
of ihc harbouri the day before the cattle arrived 

froi 
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from Verchnei ; and that the men might receive 
the full benefit of this much longed-for fupply, 
by confuming it frefti, Captafn Gore came to a 
delermination of flaying five or fix days longer. 

At four in the afternoon of the 9th, we un- 
moored J and now took our leave of this place. 

Kamtfchatka is the name of a peniufula iitu- 
ated on the eaflem coafl of Afia^ running nearly 
north and fouth. 

It is bounded on the north by the country of 
tlie Koriacks -, to the fouth and eall by the North 
Pacific Ocean 5 and to the wefl by the Sea of 
Okotlk, A chain of high mountains flretches 
the whole length of the country, from north to 
fouth, dividing it nearly into two equal parts, 
whence a great numlDcr of rivers take their rife, 
and empty themfelves on each fide into the Paci- 
fic Ocean and the Sea of Okotlk. 

If I may judge of the foil, from what I faw of 
its vegetable produdions, I fhould not hefitate 
in pronouncing it barren in the extreme. The 
whole bore a more flriking refemblance to New- 
foundland, than to any other part of the world I 
had ever feen. 

It is natural to fuppofe that the feverity of the 
climate raufl be in due proportion to the general 
flerility of the foil, of which it is probably the 
caufe. The firll time we faw this country, was 
in tho beginning of May, 1779, when the whole 
face of it was covered with fnow, from fix to 
eight feet deep. On our return, the 24th of Au- 
gult, the foliage of the trees, and all forts of ve- 
getation, f eemed to be in the utmoft fiate of per- 
fedion ; but, at the beginning of 06lober, the 
tops of the hills were again covered with new 
fallen fnow. 

The 
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The real riches of this country muft always 
confift in the number of wild animals it produces j 
and po labour can ever be turned to fo good an 
account, as what is employed upon their furri-> 
fcries. Their animals are the common fox 5 the 
ilpat, or ermine; thg zebiline or fable ; the ifa- 
tis, or ar6tic fox ; the varying hare 5 the moun-.- 
tain rat, or eariefs marmot ; the weafel ; the glut- 
ton, or wolverene 5 the argali, or wild Iheep j 
rein-deer; bears; wolves; dogs. 

The Ruffian government, eftabliflied over this 
CQUjitry, is mild and equitable, confiderjed as a 
military one, in a very high degree. The natives 
are permitted to chufe their own magiftrates from 
among themfelves, in the way, and with the 
fame powers, they had ever been ufed. One of 
thefe, under the title of toion, prefides over each 
oftrog ; is the referree in all differences ; impofes 
fines, and inflids punifhments.for all crimesvand 
mifdemeanours ; referring to the governor of 
Kamtfchatka, fuch only as he does not chufe> 
from their intricacy or hevnoufnefs, to decide up- 
on himfelf. The toion has likewife the appoint- 
ment of a civil officer, called a corporal, who 
affiils him in the execution of his ofiice^^and in 
his abfence ads as his deputy. 

By an edid of the prefent emprefs, no crima 
whatfoever can be punifhed with death; But, 
we were informed, that in cafes of murder, (of 
which there lire very few) the punifhment of the 
l<nout is adminiftered with fuch feverity, that 
the offender for the moft part dies under it. 

Our inftrudions from the Board of Admiralty, 
having left a difcretionary power with the com- 
manding officer of the expedition, in cafe of fail* 
ure in the fearcb of a paffage from the Pacific in- 
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eaft, with the wind north-well and by weft. At 
midnight wc had a dead calm, which continued 
till noon of the 10th. Being in foundings of fix- 
ty and feventy fathoms wlater, we employed our 
time very profitably in oatcbing cod, which were 
exceedingly fme and plentiful) in the afternoon 
a breeze I'prung upiVom the weft, with which we 
itood along the coaft to the fouth ward. 

After exi>eriencing very blowing weather and 
adverfe winds, which put us out of the courfe 
originally intended/ at day-break of the 26th, 
vre had the pleafure of defcrying high land to the 
lil^ftward, which proved to be Japan. 

We ftood on till nine, when we were within 
two leagues of the land, and faw the fmoke of fe- 
veral towns or villages, and many houfes near the 
ihore, in pleafant and cultivated lituations. 

On the.2()th, at nine o'clock, the wind Ihifting 
to the fouthward, and the Iky lowering, we tack- 
ed and ftood oft' to the caft, and foon after faw a 
neiTel clofe in with the land, ftanding along the 
ibore to the northward j and another in the oft"- 
iag, coming down on us before the wind. Ob- 
jcGts of any kind, belonging to a country fo fa- 
OKOUSj, and yet fo little known, it will be eafily 
conceived, muft have excited a general curiofity, 
and accordingly every foul on board was upon 
deck, in an inftant, to gaze at them. As the velfel 
td windward approached us, ftie hauled farther off 
Ij^ore ; upon which, fearing that we fliould alarm 
them by the appearance of a purfuit, we brought 
tibe fhips to, and ftie pafled ahead of us, at the 
jgftancc of about half a mile. It would have 
tieen eafy for us to have fpoken with them; but 
perceiving by their manoeuvres, that they were 
iBUch frightened, Qaptain Gore was not willing 
2 to 
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to the Atlantic Ocean, to return to England hj 
whatever route he ihould think beft for the far- 
ther improvement of geography. Captain Gore 
demanded of the principal officers their fenti- 
ments, in wiiting, refpediing the manner in 
which thefe orders might mod effedually be 
obeyed. The refult of our opinions, which he 
had the fatisfa6tion to find unanimous, and en- 
tirely coinciding' with his own, that the condi- 
tion of the (hips, of the fails and cordage, made 
it unfafe to attempt, at fo advanced a feafon of 
the year, to navigate the fea between Japan and 
Afia, which would otherwife have afforded the 
largeft field for difcovery ; that it was therefore 
advifable to keep to the eaftward of that iiland, 
and iti our way thither to run along the Kuriles, 
and examine more particularly the iilands that 
lie tieareft the northern coaft of Japan, which 
are reprefented as of a confiderable fize, and in- 
dependent of the RuHian and Japanefe govern- 
ments. Should we be fo fortunate as to find in 
thefe any fafe and commodious harbours, we con- 
ceived they might be of importance, either as 
places of fiielter for any future navigators, who 
may be employed in exploring thefe feas, or as 
the means of opening a commercial intercourfe 
among the neighbouring dominions of the two 
empires. Our next obje6l was to furvey the coaft 
of the Japanefe lAands, and afterwards to make 
the coaft of China, as far to the nortliward as we 
were able, and run along it to Macao. 

This plan being adopted, I received orders from 
Captain Gore, in cafe of feparation, to proceed 
immediately to Macao ; and, at i\x o'clock in the 
evening of the pth of Odober, having cleared the 
Entrance of Awatlka Bay, we fleered to the fouth- 

eaft| 
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eaft, with the wind north-well and by weft. At 
midnight we had a dead calm, which continued 
till noon of the 10th. Being in foundings of fix- 
ty and fevfenty fathoms wBter, we employed our 
time very proritably in catching cod, which were 
exceedingly fine and plentiful) in the afternoon 
a breeze I'prung upiVom the weft, with which we 
ilood along the coaft to the fouthward. 

After experiencing very blowing weather and 
adverfe winds, which put us out of the courfe 
originally intended; at day-break of the 26th, 
we had the pleafure of defcrying high land to the 
weftward, which proved to be Japan. 

We ftood on till nine, when we were within 
two leagues of the land, and faw the fmoke of fe- 
veral towns or villages, and many houfes near the 
flxore, in pleafant and cultivated lituations. 

On the.2C)th, at nine o'clock, the wind ihifting 
to the fouthward, and the iky lowering, we tack- 
ed and ftood off to the eaft, and foon after faw a 
veftel clofe in with the land, ftanding along the 
ihore to the northward j and another in the off- 
ing, coming down on us before the wind. Ob- 
jeSs of any kind, belonging to a country fo fa- 
mous, and yet fo little known, it will be eafily 
conceived, rauft have excited a general curiofity, 
and accordingly every foul on board was upon 
deck, in an inftant, to gaze at them. As the veffel 
to windward approached us, ftie hauled farther off 
Ihore ; upon which, fearing that we fliould alarm 
them by the appearance of a purfuit, we brought 
the (hips to, and ihe paffed ahead of us, at the 
diftance of about half a mile. It would have 
been eafy for us to have fpoken with them 5 but 
perceiving by their manoeuvres, that they were 
much frightened, Qaptaia Gore was not willing 
2 to 
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to augment their terrors; and, thinking that we 
fhould have many better opportunities of com- 
munication with this people, fuft'ered them to go 
off without interruption. 

At noon the wind freftened, and brought with 
it a good deal of rain j by three it had increafed 
ib much, that the fea ran as higti as any one on 
board ever remembered to have feen it. 

At eight in the evening, the gale Ihifted to the 
weft, without abating the leaft in violence, and, 
by railing a fudden fwell, in a contrary diredion to 
that which prevailed before, occafioned the ihips 
to ftrain and labour exceedingly. During the 
ftorm, feverai of the fails were fplit on board the 
Refolution. 

From the 29th of Oaober to the 5th of No- 
vember, we continued our 'courfc to the fouth- 
eaft, having very unfettled weather, attended 
with much lightning and rain. On both days we 
paflcd great quantities of pumice ftone, fcveral 
piecel*of whtch we took up, and found to weigh 
fromVne ounce to three pounds. We conj enur- 
ed that thefe ftones h^d been thrown into the fea 
by eruptions of various dates, as many of theni 
were covered with barnacles, and others quite bare. 
On the 15th, we faw three iflands, and bore 
away for the fouth point of the largeft, upon 
which we obferved a high barren hill, flattiih at 
the top, and when feen from the weft fouth-weft, 
prefents an evident volcanic crater. The earth, 
rock, or fand, for it was not eafy to diftinguilh 
of which its furface is coropofed, exhibited vari- 
ous colours, and a confiderable part we conjedur- 
ed to be fulphur, both fromjts appearance to the 
eye, and the ftrong fulphureous fmell which wc 
perccivcdj as we approached the point. Some of 

the 
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th« officers on board the Refolution, which paflT- 
cd nearer the land, thought they faw fteams rif- 
ing from the top of the hill; From thefe circum- 
fhinces, Captain Gore gave it the name of Sul- 
phur Ifland. 

Captain Gore now direded his courfe to the 
weft fouth-weft, for the Bafhee Iflands, hoping to 
procure at them fuch a fupply of refrefhments as 
would help to fhorten his ftay at Macao ; but un- 
fortunately he overfliot them, from an inaccuracy 
in the chart to which he trufted. 

In the forenoon of the 29th, we paffed feveral 
Chinefe fiihing boats, who eyed us with great in- 
difference. Being now nearly in the latitude of 
the Lema Iflands, we bore away weft by north, 
and, after running twenty-two miles, faw one of 
them nine or ten leagues to the weftward. 

In the morning of the 30th, we ran .along the 
Lema Ifles. At nine o'clock, a Chinefe boat/ 
•which had been before with the Refolutiop, came 
along-fide, and wanted to put on boffrd Us .%^*pilotj 
which, however, we declined, as it was odybufi- 
nefs to follow our con fort. 

We rejoiced to fee the Refolution foon after 
fire a gun, and hoift her colours as a (ignal for a 
pilot. On repeating the fignal, we faw an excel- 
lent race between four Cliinefe boats 5 and Cap- 
tain Gore, having engaged with the man, who 
arrived, firft, to carry the ihip to the Typa for 
thirty dollars, fent me word that as we could eafi- 
ly follow, that expence might be faved to us, 
Spon after, a fecond pilot, getting on board the 

folution, infifted on conducing the ihip, and, 
without farther ceremony, laid hold of the wheel, 
and began to order the fails to be trimmed. Thi» 
occafioned a violent difpute, which at iaft war 

-Vol. VIL Ff com- 
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compromifed by agreeing to go ihares in the mo* 
ney. 

In obedience to the ii:\ilru6tions given to Cap- 
tain Cook by the Board of Admiralty, it now be- 
came neceiTary to demand of the officers and men 
their journals^ and what other papers they might 
have in their pofTedion^ relating to the hiftoiyof 
our voyage. The execution of thefe orders feem- 
ed to require fome delicacy as well as firmnels. 
As foon> therefore, as I had afTembled the ihip's 
company on deck, I acquainted them with the 
orders we had received, and the reafons which I 
thought ought to induce them to yield a ready 
obedience. At the fame time I told them« that 
any papers, which they were deiirous not to have 
fent to the Admiralty, fhould be fealed up in their 
prefence, and kept in my own c^ftody, till the 
intentions of the Board, with regard to the pu- 
blication o( the Hiftory of the Voyage, were ful- 
filled ; after which, they fliould faithfully be rc- 
ftored back to them. 

It is with the greatefl: fatisfadion lean relate- 
that my propofals met with the approbation and 
the cheerful compliance both of the officers and 
men ; and I am perfuaded that every fcrap of pa- 
per, containing any tranfadions relating to the 
voyage, were given up. Indeed, it is doing bare 
judice to the feamen of this fhip to declare, that 
they were the moft obedient, and the beft difpof- 
•ed men I ever knew, though almoft all of them 
were very young, and had never before ferved in 
a fhip of war. 

We kept working to windward till fix in the 
evening, when we came to anchor on the ift of 
December. 



In 
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In the evening of the 2d, Captain Gore fer 
me on fliore to vilit the Portuguefe Governor, and 
io requeft his affiftance in procuring refrefliments 
for our crews. At the fame time, I took a lift of 
the naval (lores, of which both veffels were great- 
ly in want, with an intention of proceeding im-r 
mediately to Canton, and applying to the fer- 
vants of the Eaft India Company, who were at 
that time refident there. On my arrival at the 
citadel, the fort-major informed me that the go- 
vernor was fick, and not able to fee company 5 on 
my acquainting the major with mydefire of pro- 
ceeding immediately to Canton, he told me that 
they could not venture to furniih me with a boat, 
till leave was obtained from the hoppo, or officer 
of the cu'ftoms ; and that the application for this 
porpofe mull be made to the Chinefe govern- 
ment at Canton. 

The mortification I felt at meeting with this 
vnexpeded delay, could only be equalled by the? 
extreme impatience with which we had fo long 
waited for an opportunity of receiving intelli- 
gence from Europe. It often happens, that in 
the eager purfuit of an obje6t, we overlook the 
cafied and mofl obvious means of attaining it. 
This was ndtually my cafe at prefent , for I was 
returning under great dejedion to the fhip, when 
the Portuguefe officer who attended me, aiked 
mc, if I did not mean to vifit the Englifh gentle- 
men at Macao. I need not add with what tranf- 
port I received the information this queftion con- 
veyed tome; nor the anxious hopes and fears, 
the confiidt between curiofity and apprehenfion, 
which pafTed in my mind, as we walked toward 
tbe houfe of one of our countrymen. 

Ff2 
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iite of agitation^ it was not farprifing; 
/reception, though no way deficient ia 
ybr kindnefij, ihould appear cold and for- 
An our Ciiquiries, as far as they related to 
objeUs of private concern, we met, as was indeed 
to be expedted, with little or no fatisfa6iion ; bat 
the events of a public nature, which had hap- 
pened fince our departure, now, for the lirft tiooe, 
bur ft all at once upon us, overwhelmed every 
other feeling, and left us, for fome tioie^ alinoft 
without the power of refledioo. 

On the 9th, Captain Gore received an anfwer 
from the Committee of the EogliAi fupercargoes 
at Canton, in which they aflured him that their 
bed -endeavours (hould be ufed to procure the 
fupplies we ftood in need of, as expeditioufly as 
poliible ; and that a paffport ihould be fent for 
one of his officers. 

The following day, an EngliQi merchant, from 
one of our fettlements in the Eall Indies, applied 
to Captain Gore for the affi (lance of a few hands 
to navigate a veflel, he had purchafed at Macao» 
up to Canton. Captain Gore judging this a good 
opportunity for me to proceed to that place, gave 
orders that I Ihould take along with me my fe* 
cond lieutenant, the lieutenant of marines, and 
ten feamen. Though this was not precifely the 
mode in which I could have wiihcd to vifit Can- 
ton, yet as it was very uncertain when the paff. 
port might arrive, and my prefence might con- 
tribute materially to the expediting of our fup- 
plies, I did not hefitate to put myfelf on board. 

I reached Canton, on the 18th, a little after it 
was dark, and landed ^t the Englifh fa^ory, 
where, though my arrival was very unexpeded^ 
I was received with every mark of attention and 

civility. 
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iclvilitf. Wiftiing to make ray ftay here a« fhor? 
as poffible, I requeued the gentlemen to procure 
boats for me the next day to convey the (lores ; 
but I was foon informed, that a bufinefs of that 
kind was not to be tranfa6lcd fo rapidly in this 
country; that many forms were to be complied 
with J and, in fliort, that patience was an indif- 
penfable virtue in China. 

I waited feveral days for the event of our ap- 
plication, without underftanding that the matter 
was at all advanced toward a conclufion. Whilft 
I was doubting what meafures to purfue, the 
commander of a country fhip brought me a let- 
ter from Captain Gore, in which he acquainted 
me that he had engaged him to bring us down 
from Canton, and to deliver the ftores we had 
procured, at his own rilk in the Ty^pa. 

As Canton was likely to be the moft advanta- 
gAus market for furs, I was defired by Captain 
Gore to carry with me about twenty fea-otters 
ikins, chiefly the property of our deceafed com- 
manders, and to difpofe of them at the beft price 
I could procure ; a commlffion, which gave me 
sn opportunity of becoming a little acquainted 
with the genius of the Chinefe for trade. Hav- 
ing acquainted fome of the Englifh fnpercargoes 
with thefe circumftances, I defired them to re- 
commend me to fonie Chinefe merchant of cre- 
dit, who would offer me a fair price. Having 
laid my goods before him, he examined them 
with great care, and told me that he could not 
venture to offer more than three hundred dollars 
for them. As I knew from the price our ikins had 
fold' for in Kamtfchatka, that he had not offered 
me one half their value, I found myftif under the 
ncceflity of driving a bargain. In my turn, 7 
F f 3 th«refori 
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emanded one thoufand ; my Chinrie 



/need to five hundr^ ; then offered me 
f prefcnt of tea and porcelain, amounting 
hundred more ; then the fame fum in mo* 
ind laflly rofe to feven hundred dollars, on 
which I fell to nine, hundred. At lafl, being tir- 
ed of the conteft, I confented to and received 
eight hundred. 

During my iiay at Canton, I was carried by 
one of the Englilii gentlemen to vilit a perfon of 
the firft confcquence in the place. We were re- 
ceived in a long room or gallery, at the .upper end 
of which ftood a table with a large chair behind 
it, and a row of chairs extending from it on each 
fide down the room. Being previoufly inflruded 
that the point of civility confilled in remaining a» 
long unfeated »s poflible, I readily acquitted my- 
lelf of this piece of etiquette ; after which we 
were entertained with tea, and fome' preferved 
and frelh fruits. Our hofl was very fat, with a 
heavy dull countenance, and of great gravity in 
his deportment. He fpoke a little broken Eng-p 
lifh and Portuguefe 5 and, after we had taken our 
refrefhment, he carried us about his houfe and 
garden, and, having iliewed us all the improve* 
ments he was making, we departed. 

In thei evening of the 26th, I took my leave of 
the fupercargoes^ having thanked them for their 
many obliging fevours y amongft which 1 mufl 
not forget to mention a handfome prefent of tea 
for the ufe of the fhips' companies, and a large 
collection of Englifli periodical publications. The 
latter we found a valuable acquifition, as they 
both ferved to amufe our impatience during our 
tedious voyage home, and enabled* us to return 

t total ftrangcrg to what bad been tranfea- 
l ing 
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Ing in our native country. At one o'clock* the 
pcxt morning we left Canton, and arrived at 
Macao about the fame hour the day following, 
having paffed down a channel which lies to the 
weftward of that by which we had come up. 

During our abfence a brilk trade had been car- 
rying on with the Chinefe for the fea-otter Ikins, 
^hich had every day been rifing in their value. 
One of our feamen fold his ftock alone for eight 
hundred dollars ; and a few prime Ikins, which 
were clean and had been well preferved, were 
fold for one hundred and twenty each. The 
whole amount of the value in fpecie and goods 
that was got for the furs in both Ihips, I am con- 
fident did not fall fhort of two thoufand pounds 
fterling; and it was generally fuppofed that at 
leaft two thirds of the quantity we had original- 
ly got from the Americans were fpoiled and worn 
out, or had been given away and other wife dif- 
pofed of in Kapitfchatka. 

The rage with which our feamen were pofleiT- , 
cd to return to Cook*s River, and by another 
cargo of Ikins to make their fortunes at one time, 
was not far iliort of mutiny. 

The barter which had been carrying on with 
the Chinefe for our fea-otter ikins, had produced 
a very whimfical change in the drefs of all our 
crew. On our arrival here, nothing could exceed 
the ragged appearance both of the younger offi- 
cers and feamen ; for as our voyage had already 
exceeded, by near a twelvemonth, the time it was 
at firft imagined we ihould remain at fea, almoft 
the whole of our original ftock of European 
"clothes had ^been long worn out, or patched up 
with tkins, and the various manufa6tures we had 
met with in tlie courfe of our difcovcries. Thef** 
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were now agaia mixed and eked oat witb tlie 

gaudiell filks and cottons of China. 

On the 12th of January, 17SO, at noooy Wo 
unmoored and fcaled the guns, which^ on board 
my ihip, now amounted to ten; fo that, bytneans 
of four additional ports, we could> if occafion re« 
quired, fight feven on a (ide* 

We thought it our duty to provide ourfelyef 
with thefe means of defence, though we had fonoe 
reafon to believe, from the public prints, laft re* 
ceived at Canton, that the gencrofity of our ene- 
mies had, in a great meafure, rendered them fa- 
perHuous. As this intelligence was farther con- 
firmed by the private letters of feveral of the fu- 
percargoes, Captain Gore thought himfelf bound, 
in return for the liberal exceptions made in our 
favour, to refrain from availing himfelf of anj 
opportunities of capture, which thefe might af- 
ford, and to preferve throughout his voyage the 
(bideft neutrality. 

At two in the afternoon, on the 13th, having 
got under fail, the Refolution faluted the fort of 
Macao with eleven guns, which was returned with 
the fame number. 

In the morning of the 20th, we fteered for Palo 
Condorej and at half paft twelve we got fight of 
the iiland. As foon as we were come to anchor^ 
Captain Gore fired a gun, with a view of apprizing 
the natives of our arrival, and drawing them to- 
wards the ihore, but without efFed. Early in the 
morning of the 21(1, parties were fent to cut wood, 
which was Captain Gore's principal motive fo£ 
coming hither. 

None of the natives having yet made their apr 
pearance, notwithftandinga fecond gun had been 
fir^d, Capuin Gore thought it adviwble to land, 

and 



and go in fearch of them. We proceeded through 
a thick wood, np a fteep hill, to the diftance of a 
mile, when, after defcending, we arrived at fomc 
buts; 1 ordered the party to ftay without, left the 
light of fo many armed men fhould terrify the 
inhabitants, whilft I entered and reconnoitred 
alone. I found in one of the huts an cldefly 
man, who was in a great fright, and preparing to 
make off with the moft valuable effects. How- 
ever, a few (igns, particularly that moft iignilicant 
one of holding out a handful of dollars, -dud then 
pointing to a herd of buffaloes, and the fowls that 
■were running about the huts in great numbers, 
left him without any doubts as to the objedts of 
our vilit. He pointed towards a place where the 
town flood, and made us comprehend that, by 
going thither, aU our wT»nts would be ftipplied. 
He ordered a young man to conduct lis to the 
town, as foon as an obftacle IheoTd be removed, 
of which we were not aWare. On our firft com- 
ing out of the wood, a herd of buffaloes, to the 
number of twenty at leaft, came running towards 
tis, tolling up their heads, fnuffing the air, and 
loaring in a hideous manner. They had followed 
us to the huts, and flood drawn up in a body at 
a little diftance ; arid the old man made us under- 
fland that it would be exceedingly dangerous for 
us to move till they were driven into the woods j 
but fo enraged were the animals grown at the 
fight of us, that this was not eftedted without a 
good deal of time and difiiculty. The men not 
being able to accompliih it, we were furpriled to , 
fee them call to their afliftance a few little boys, 
who foon drove them out of fight. Afterwards, 
"we had occafion to obfen'e that in driving thele 
Animals, and fecuring them, which is done bjr 

putting 
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patting a rope tbroagh a hole which is made ia 
their noftriU, little bcr^ were always employed, 
who coald ftrokeand haadle them with impani^ 
at times when the men durft not approach them. 

We were now conduced to the town, which 
confifls of between twenty and thirty houfes, built 
clofc together. 

Bj means of my money, and pointing at differ- 
ent obje^s in iight, I had no diificvilty in making 
a man, who feemed to be the principal perfon of 
the company to which we were introduced, com- 
prehend the main buiiners of our errand; and i 
as readily nnderdood from him that the chief or 
captain was abfent, but would foon return; and 
that, without his confent, no purchafes c^ anj 
kind could be made. 

Having at laft procured a fupply of buflTaloet 
and fome fat hogs, on the 28th of January l/SG^ 
we unmoored ; and, as foon as we were clear of 
the harbour, ileercd fouth fouth-weft. 

On the 2d of February, at eight in the morn- 
ing, we tried for foundings, continuing to do the 
fame eVery hour, till we had palfcd the Straights 
of Sunda, and found the bottom with twenty-throe 
fathoms of line. 

On the 5th we approached the coaft of Sumatra. 
The country is covered with wood down to the 
water s edge, and the (liores are fo low, that the 
fea overflows the land, and walhes the trunks of 
the trees. To this flat and marihy iituatioQ of 
the (hore, we may attribute thofe thick fogs and 
vapours which we perceived every morning, not 
.without dread and horror, hanging over theifland, 
till they were difperfed by the rays of the fuo. 
The lliores of Banca, which fire oppolite, are mudK 
^Ider} and the country iiiland rifcs to a moder 
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rate height, and appears to be -well wooded 
throughout. 

In the morning of the Qth, I received orders 
from Captain Gore to make i'ail towards a Dutch 
£bip, which now hove in light to the fouthward, 
and which we luppofed to be from Europe } and, 
according to the nature of the intelligence w:e 
could procure from her, either to join him at 
Cracatoa, where he intended to (lop, for thepur- 
pofe of fvpplying the ihips with arrack, or to 
proceed to the fouth-ealt end of Prince's Ifland, 
and there take in our water and waiffor him. 

I accordingly bore down towards the Dutch 
ihip, which loon after came to an anchor to the 
eafiward ; and having got as near her as the tide 
would permit, we alio dropt anchor. 

Next morning Mr. Williamfon got on board 
the ihip, and learnt that jflie had been feven 
months from Europe, and three from the Cape of 
Good Hope^ that, betore fhe Vailed, France and 
Spain had declared war againd Great Britain; 
and that the left Sir Edward Hughes, with a fqua- 
dron of men of war and a fleet ot Ealt-India iliips 
at the Cape. I immediately fent a boat to ac' 
quaint Captain Gore with the intelligence we had 
zoceived. 

At three o'clock in the morning of the 12th» 
wc flood over for Prince's liland, and came to an 
anchor within half a mile of the fliore. Lieute- 
nant Lanyan, who had been here before with 
Captain Cook in the year 1770, was fent along 
with the mailer to look for the watering-place. 

The natives, who came to us foon after we 
anchored, brought a plentiful fupply^ of large 
fowls, and fome turtles ; but tlie laft, for the moii 
part; were very fmall. 

On 
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On the IQth, being favoured by a breeze from 
the Dorth-wefl> we broke ground, aod the aext 
day had entirely lofi fight of this place. 

Of this iiland I fhall only obfenre> that we 
were exceedingly ilruck with the great general 
refemblance of the natives, both in figure, colour, 
manners, and even language, to the nations we 
had been fo much converfant with in the South 
Seas. 

From the time of our entering thefe Straights, 
we began to experience the powerful effeds of this 
peftilential climate. Two of our people fell dan* 
geroufly ill of malignant putrid fevers; which 
however we prevented from fprea'ling, by putting 
the patients apart from the reft in the moft airy 
births ; and we had the lingular fatisf%^on of 
efcapihg from thefe fatal feas, without the lois of 
a 6ngle life; probably owing to the vigorous. 
health of the crews, and the ftrift attention now 
become habitual in our men, to the falutary re- 
gulations introduced amongft us by Captain Cook* 

It had hitherto been Captain Gore's intention 
to proceed diredly to St. Helena, without flop- 
ping at the Cape, but the rudder of the Refolu- 
» tioo having been reported to be in a dangerous 
ftate, he refolved to fteer immediately for the 
Cape, as the moft eligible place both for the reco- 
very of the lick, and for the repair of the rudder. 

In the forenoon of the 10th of April, a fnow 
was feen bearing down to U8> which proved to be 
an Englifh £aft-India packet, that had left Table 
Bay three days before, and was cruifing with or- 
ders for the China fleet, and other India Ihips. 

The next morning we ftood into Simon's Bay. 
We found lying here the Naftau and Southamp- 
ton Eaft Indiamcn, waiting for convoy for Europe. 

The 
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The Reiblutioo faluted the fort with eleven guns, 
and the fame number was returned. 

Mr. Brandt^ the governor of this place, came 
to. vifit us as foon as Wc had anchored. He ap- 
peared much furprifed to fee our crew in fo heal- 
thy a condition, as the Dutch fliip, that had left 
Macao on our arrival there, and had touched at 
the Cape fome time be£c)re, reported that we were 
in a moft wretched ftate, having only fourteen 
hands Jl^ft on board the Refolutjon, and feven on 
board tb^ Difcovery. It is not eafy to conceive 
tJie. motive thefe people could have had for pro- 
pagating fo wanton and malicious a falfehood. 

On the lith, I accompanied Captain Gore to 
Cape Town ; and the next morning we waited 
on Baron Pletenberg, the, governor, by whom we 
were peceived with every poffible attention and 
civility. Both he and Mr. Brandt had tonceivcd 
a great perfonal nffedtion for Captain Cook, as. 
well as the highefl admiration .of his charader, 
and heard the recital of his misfortune with many 
^ipreffions of unafFe6ted forrow. . . 
. Daring our ftay a^ the Cape we met with every 
proof of the moft friendly difpo^tion towards us,, 
both in the governor and principal perfons of the 
place, as well Africans as Europeans. 

Hiaving completed our vi^alling, and furniih- 

ed curfelves with the nec^ flary fupply of naval 

fionss, we failed out of the bay on the 9th of May, 

On the 12tb of June, we pa^cd the equator for , 

the fourth time during this voyage. 

On the lath of Auguft, we made the.weftern, 
coaft of Ireland $ and, after a fruitlefs attempt tO; 
get into Port Galviray,. from whence it was Cap- 
tain GoTc\ intention to have fent ^he journals and 
mtf» of our ypyage to London^ we were obliged,. 
.Vol. VIL Gz b? 
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by firong foutherly winds, to fleer to tbe Qorth* 
ward. On the 22d of Auguft, at eleven in the 
morning, both (hips came to an anchor at Strom- 
iiefsi and on the 4th day of Odober the (hips 
arrived fafe at the-'Nore, after an abfence of four 
years, two months, and twenty-two days'. 

In the courfeof our voyage, the Refolution loft 
but five men by iicknefs, three of whom were in 
a precarious ftate of health at our departure from 
England ; the Difcovery did not lofe a man. An 
unremitting attention to the regulations ofta- 
bKfhed by Captain Cook, with which the world 
is already acquainted, may be juftly confidered as 
the principal caufe, under the blefling of Diving 
Providence, of this lingular fuccefs. ' 

Thus ended a voyage, diftinguiflied by the ex« 
tent and importance of its difcoveries. Beddes 
other inferior idands, it added that fine gi^oup, 
called the Sandwich Ifiands, to the former known 
limits of the terraqueous globes it afcertained the 
proximity of the two continents of Afia and 
America ; and demonftrated the impracticability 
of a paiTage between them, either by an eafiera 
or a wcftern courfe. 



* This enterprife proved fatal to its principal 
condu^ors. Captains Cook and Clerke, as we 
have fcen, never returned. Captain King, with a 
cbnfiitution broken by climate and fatigue, lived 
indeed to publiih the voyage, which will immor- 
talize bis ttame ; but he foon after fell a martyr 
to what he had undergone in the fefvicc of his 
country. He died at 5^ice,- whither he had ro- 
ared for the miW falubrity of the air, in the au- 
mu of 17641 and though cat off ia the bloom 
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•f life, left a name covered with honour cind re- 
membered with regret. He was the fourth fon of 
the Dean of Raphoe in Ireland 5 but of an Jing* 
lifh family. 

: Having come to a conclufion of the voyages, ia 
which the genius and talents of that great navir 
gator» Captain Cook, are fo pre-entiinently dif- 
played,. we cannot omit the Qpportunity of gra* 
tifying a propensity which our readers mud 
naturally feel, of being made acquainted witl^ 
what fiamily he left behind him^ and how the 
dlfpeafations of Providence may have difpofe4 
of them; but in doiog. this, farry are we to fay, 
that we impofe on ourfelves a very painful duty, 
£:>r we are unfortunately compelled tq relate a 
tale of woe, melancholy and diflrejliqg ia the ej^^ 
treme. 

When he fet out on his lall voyage. Captain 
Cook's family confided of his wife and. three fons, 
the fecond Qf whom was loft on board the TAuq^ 
derer man of war, about iix months after the un« 
fortunate death of his father. The eldeft fon, 
who was appointed matter and commander of the 
Spitfire floop of war, while (he lay ofFPoole, wait- 
ing for hands, in attempting to get on board, was 
drivisn to fea in a boat, during the night, in 9 
heavy gale of wind, and he and every perfon in 
tlie boat peri Hied. But what confiderably ag« 
gravates this ipisfortune is, as was afterwards dif* 
clofed by one of the failors on board the vefTel, 
that, in their diftrefs, they were met by a reve* 
xiue cutter, the hands of which threw them a 
rope, and lay to, till they could bale their boat^ 
or the fury of the wind ihould ceafe. But the 
9iafter of the cutter, who was then in bed, was 
no boner made ac^iiaiote4 with thefe circum 
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IftanceS) and that it was a king*s boat> than, witb 
an oath, he ordered his men imniediatelj to fet 
them adrift } and, in that iitaation, they were 
left to be overwhelmed by a tempcftuous fea* 

His body was afterwards found, and conveyed 
to Spithead on board hid own velTel, whence it 
was conveyed to Cambridge, and buried by the 
iide of the youngeft brother, who bad fu^denly 
died of a fevdr, and whofar fQneral he had attend- 
ed only about .fix weeks before. 

Thus wa« a tendier Hibther prematurely depriv- 
ed of her hufband and children, and left to mourn 
their untimely fates, whtbh h(ad fo powerfial an ef- 
fedt upon her mind, as to reduoe Mra. Cook to a 
itiere (hadow of what flie Mraa formerly. At the 
time we write, (he ifr fliU ative, and refides iti^the 
vicinity of London, in genteel circumftanccs, 
though far from having recovered her wonted- vi- 
gour of conltitutioo^ or her long-loft peace of 
mind. 
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